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STUDIES ON THE ORIENTOBILHARZIA TURKESTANICA IN
SHEEP IN THE EASTERN PART OF THE INNER
MONGOL AUTONOMOUS REGION

Tana CHONert Tang ZuonezHsNG ((. C. Taxa) Cao Hua Tane Liave

(Parasitology Research Laboratory, Xiamen University, Fugjian)

Cur Quiwex  Quianw Yuenuxe Lu HoxacHana
(Hulurndeiheel Institute of Animal Husbandary and Veterinary Seience,
Inner Monggol Autonomous Region)

The endemic area of Orientobilkarzia turkestanica in sheep in Eastern Inner Monggol
Autonomous Region was investigated. Observations were made on the bionomics of two spe-
cies of molluscan hosts bearing the larval stages of this trematode. Seasonal variations of
the infection was noticed. The incidences of infection of the molluscan hosts, Radix anriculs-
ria and R. ovats, are 1—6.8% (average 4.47%) and 2.2—5.29% (average 3.9%) respe-
ctively, The positive snails containing mature cercarise were found from July to the eatly
September. The whole life cycle of this blood fluke was investigated, involving different
developmental stages in the body of experimentally infected rabbits.

The tegumental surface of critical point of dried adult Orientobilharzia turkestanica was
studied with the scanning electron microscope. Elevated tegumental folds cover the body
sutface of the male and extend to the gynecophoral folds, Many sensory bulbs with central
cilia occurting on the greater part of the body surface. Under notmal conditions, all the
sensory bulbs of different size are covered by the tegumental folds. Specimens washed with
water are devoid of tegumental folds. The hemispherelike sensory bulbs are revealed on
the body surface. We are, therefore, of the opinion that O. turkestanica (Skrjabin, 1913)
var. tuberculata (Bhalerao, 1932) is probably the synonyms of O. turkestanica (Skrjabin,
1913) Dutt e# Srivastava, 1955. '



