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Abstract : Thalassicsira,a planktonic diatom genus with more than 150 known species ,has a worldwide marine distribution with
about twelve speciesin brackish to freshwater. It isone of the largest genusin diatom and the cell sze of most species are below 20
M m. S this genusis an important member of nanoplankton or nano-diatom which just could be observed clearly and identified accu
rately under electron microscope (EM) . There are few distinct morphological characteristics among many Thal assicsira species,so it
is difficult to reach the accurate classification. Using transmission electron microscope ( TEM) ,several water samples from coastal
waters of China were observed aiming at the taxonomy of Thalassiosira. Five species were identified as newly recorded species for
China. They were T. andamanica Gedde, T. duostra Pienaar , T. gessneri Hustedt , T. hasleae Casse et Dempsey and T. hispida Sy-
vertsen. The morphological features,habit and distribution of each species were described in detail and TEM photos were given.
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Plate | Five newly recorded species of the genus Thalassiosirafor China
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