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Quality of Higher Education : From Episemology to Axiology

SHI Qin-heng , WANG Ai-ping
(Research Center of Higher Education Development , Xiamen Universty , Xiamen 361005, Fujian)

Abgtract : When higher education (HE) serves to produce dites, HE qudity is conceptudized on the badsdf episenlogy
as its philooophicd foundation, the am and criteriafor evauaion of HE being imparting genera krowedge to gudents. When HE
develops from the dite phase to the phase of popularization , owing to various changes o the times, it novesfrom the periphery to
the center of the ciety and concerns the interedsof awider range of dakeholders. Therefore, it becomes a new higoric misson
o HE to stigy the value requirementsof dl dakeholders. The philosophicd foundation of HE qudlity is shifting from epi gemology
to axiology. In thistrangtiond period, it is necessary to seek a reaonable value orientation for HE qudity between ingrumenta
rationdity and vaue rationdity.
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