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The study of higher education : bet ween subject and field
L IU Hai-feng
(Research Center of Higher Education Development/ | nstitute of Education,
Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abgtract : Passng through the process from common higher education research to the
theory construction of the study of higher education, higher education research in China de-
velopsakind of style with own characteristicsin the world. In China, the study of higher ed-
ucation is not only a subject forming own system but also a high opening research field.
Though theideaof* the study of higher education” will have never been put forward in west-
ern countries,* the study of higher education” in China can still be called® subject”. Higher
education researchersin China should enhance sense of misson, prompt the development of
higher education research in China more reasonablely and conscioudy , then establish a much
opener and much autonomous subject system of higher education, and gradually form subject
school of higher education with China characteristics or China school of higher education re-
search.
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