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Wu Manyou: A Typical Case in Paragon Making

ZHU Zhigang

(School of Journalism and Communication, Xiamen University, Xiamen,361005)

Abstract: With an in—-depth inspection into the flow of paragon making, this paper analyzes the causes of Wu Manyou
phenomenon from the perspective of both the social structure and historical context. Basically, it holds that the reasons
why Wu Manyou was deemed to be paragon in Shensi~Kansu-Ningsia Border Region can be atiributed to these: pan-
dering to the propaganda demands of the New Democracy paragons; catering to the needs of establishing a regional
paragon in Shensi-Kansu—Ningsia Border Region; coinciding with the leader’s preference. Furthermore, it finds that the

construction flow of these paragons merely reflects the emphasis on the instrumental rationality of the circumstances,

rather than long—term moral considerations on value judgments.
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