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Increasing Case Detection through the Collaboration between Hospital and TB Dispensary

Zhang Xianfeng, Xiong Changfu, Zhou Liping et al
H ubet Provincial Institute of Tuberculosis Conirol and Prevention, Wuhan 430079

Abstract Objective To explore the new approach to increase case detection of pulmonary tuberculosis (TB) and to realize
the targets declared by WHO. Methods One TB dispensary and one general hospital in each county among 40 counties whose
case detection rates were low er than the average in H ubei province in 2002 w ere enrolled in this project. Health care workers in
hospital were trained by TB staff and standard work procedures including case check, diagnosis, registration, notification, and
referral were established in both TB dispensary and hospital. M onthly and quarterly reports were collected and checked regular
ly. X2 test was applied to analyze the data by SAS 8. 1. Results From Oct. 2003 to Sept. 2004, 12 193 new TB cases which
were smear positive were detected in 40 counties, which was the 1. 5 times of the cases detected during the same period before
the project was carried out. The new smear positive registration rate w as increased from 33. 6 per 100 000 to 49. 6 per 100 000
(X*= 760.8, P< 0.01) and the case detect ion rate increased from 57.8% to 85.5%. The sputum examination in general hospt
tal was performed in 48.6% of the clinical suspects. From the suspects, in which the sputum smear microscopy was done, the
smear positive rate was 15. 6% . 29.7% of TB patients diagnosed in hospital were transferred to TB dispensary. Total 1 663
smear positive TB cases were detected by both hospital and T B dispensary among 11 303 suspects registered in hospital, which
accounted for 11.2% of the total cases of 14 914. Condusion It may obviously improve the case detection to strengthen the co
ordination and cooperation betw een general hospital and TB dispensary, especially for the referral and follow up of TB patients
and suspeds.
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