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A study on 3 families with familial amyloid polyneuropathy in China ZH EN G W ei -hong, CHEN Xing yu, Bl
Min, et al.(Dep artment of N eurology,Xiamen Zhongshan H ospital , The First Clinical College of Medical Center of
Xiamen University, X tamen 361004, China)

Abstract:  Objective To explore the etiology and clinical features of familial amyloid polyneuropathy
(FAP). Methods 13 cases with FAP in 3 families were reported, each family’s proband patient was studied
through clinical examination and sural nerve biopsy. Results Clinically all patients in these 3 FAP familyies
showed symptoms of autonomic failure. Physical examination showed the patients had polyneuropathy, positive hy -
potention and emaciation- Electrophysiologic examination indicated axon degeneration and demyelination in periph—
eral nerve. Sural nerve biopsy showed Cogon red staining material depositing in the interstitial and neurilemma.
Conclusion A case with chronic progressive polyneuropathy and family history, manifesting autonomic failure
symptoms and polyorganic dysfunction, should be considered as FAP. Pathologic examination is important.
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