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Fig.1 Percent distribution of driptip widths of understory species in the subtropical rainforest in
Hexi, Fujian Province
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rainforest in Hex1i, Fujian Province
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Driptips and Drip Size in a Subtropical Rainforest

in Hexi, Fujian Proveince

Chen Xiaoyong Lin Peng LiZhenji Yang Shengchang Wang Wengqing
(Dept. of Biol. Xiamen Univ., Xiamen 361005)

Abstract This paper deals with the driptip development and drip size in a south—
ern subtropical rainforest in Hexi, Fujian Province. Moderate development of driptip had
been found in this forest. Leaf width at 3 mm from the tip averaged to 2. 37 mm. T he most
developed driptip was found in Lasianthus chinensis(driptip width= 0. 95 mm), and the most
less—developed was in Fissistigma oldhami(driptip width= 4. 95 mm). Mean of the drip size
was 0.044 ¢. A ntid esma japonica had the smallest drip size, and it was 0.023 g, while that of
Fissistigma oldhami was the largest( 0. 078 g) . Significant relationship (p< 0. 001) was ob-
served between drip size and driptip. T he more developed the driptip, the smaller the drip size
is - Driptip can quick and effectively remove the water from leaves, and furthermore, it might

reflect adaptedness to soil type.
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