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On the ideal and idea of university
WU Daguang
( Research Institute for Higher Education Development, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)
Abstract: The ideal and idea is embodied with the inner logic of university development.
It is summarized for the development law of university. It is a kind of culture for a universi
ty. It is the character and spirit for a university. The ideal and idea is on the recognition for
the purpose and mission of a university. The ideal and idea of university is an expression of
“what is a university”. It stipulates the way and direction of a university development. Wtih
the social development, university is changing. This causes the contradiction between the +
deal and reality. Under the new background, to interpretate or reconstruct the ideal and idea

of university, we must consider keeping the suitable tension between the “ classic” and the

“modern”.
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