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Abstract

My central thesis is that the Western culture first constructed the images of China in
the discourse of Utopia both in 17th -18th centuries as Confucius utopia and in 60" s-
70’ s of 20th century as Maoist utopia, and, just between the two utopias in social-
political expectation, there came the “utopian China” as the Arcadia of aesthetical
expectation in Romanticism and Modernism. The images of “utopianized” China, as a
“cultural other” , contributed to the construction of the identity of modern “West” . In
this thesis, | examine from a constructionist perspective how the texts that formulated
Enlightenment Modernity and Modernism, represented Confucius utopia / arcadia, and Maoist
utopia in history. | try to demonstrate that the global modern civilization is not the
genesis of “superior West” , but the process of transcultural and intercivilizational
dynamics. While the West influenced the modalities of modern China, China as an “idea”

also constructed the radical other of the Western ideology and aesthetics.
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