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Household environmental pressure from
consumption: an Australian environmental atlas

Christopher Dey, Charles Berger, Barney Foran,
Miles Foran, Rowena Joske, Manfred Lenzen and
Richard Wood

Abstract

Modern living means consuming, and consuming causes tesoutce
depletion and environmental degradation. Environmental education and
action plans for households typically focus on the environmental
pressures associated directly with household requirements, such as
electricity generation, the direct combustion of fuels and direct water
use. Though important, such direct environmental pressures are
generally smaller than the indirect pressures associated with the
consumption of goods and services by households. These indirect
‘requirements’ occur in the numerous producing industries of the
Australian as well as overseas economies. However, in accordance with
Adam Smith’s classic statement that ‘consumption is the sole end and
purpose of all production’, these requirements are ultimately being
demanded by houscholds. Total household environmental pressure is
then the combination of direct and indirect requirements.

By combining detailed census, household expenditure and
environmental data with an economy-wide model, we have calculated
the total household environmental pressure for over 1300 Australian
statistical local areas (SLAs). These estimates of the wider environmental
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