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IMAGES OF EUROPE: A GLANCE FROM THE PERIPHERY

Roumen Daskalov

The p u rp o se  of th is  paper is to s tu d y  the im ages of E urope in  B ulgaria 
from th e  m id n in e tee n th  ce n tu ry  onw ards an d  the  a t ti tu d e s  assoc ia ted  
w ith  th i s .1 I am  well aw are of th e  difficulties an d  lim ita tio n s w hich 
u n d e r l ie  r e s e a r c h  on  s o m e th in g  a s  v a g u e  a s  "im ages" (or 
" rep re sen ta tio n s").2 The very no tion  of image is p rob lem atic .3 Then as  in 
h isto rical research  in  general, one h a s  to rely on available w ritten  records 
of various so rts : the  p ress , scholarly  or popu larising  m ateria ls , lite rary  
criticism  an d  essays, travellers' acco u n ts  and m em oirs, an d  even w orks of 
fiction. This co rp u s of docum ents , extending over su c h  a  long period of 
tim e could no t however be s tud ied  thoroughly, or sub jected  to su ch  tim e 
consum ing  m ethods a s  conten t-analysis. While I have searched  thoroughly 
th ro u g h  th e  tex ts  of the  period of (national) "Revival", it w as no t possible 
to  do so for th e  p e rio d s  th a t  followed b e c a u se  of th e  p rac tica lly  
inexhaustib le  body of m ateria ls . For these  periods I h ad  to select som e 
tex ts, guided by m y ju d g em en t of th e ir  im portance. M ost of these  were 
w ritten  by  rep rese n ta tiv es  of th e  B u lgarian  "intelligentsia", th a t  is the  
s tra ta  of (comparatively) w ell-educated  people, co n stitu tin g  them selves a s  
th e  cu ltu ra l an d  political elites. These people w ere often educated  abroad  
an d  w ere u su a lly  w ell-travelled; also , they  w ere s trong ly  in te re s te d  in  
p o lit ic s .4 T hus it is reaso n ab le  to suppose  th a t  the  re p re se n ta tio n s  of

1 The a u th o r ,  b e in g  a  B u lg arian  h im self, is in  th e  ra th e r  p e cu lia r  p o sitio n  of 
be ing  p e rh a p s  m ore percep tive  to som e of th e  is su e s  ra ised , w hile for th e  sam e  
re a so n  h e  is p e rh a p s  no t ab le  to d is tan c e  h im self en o u g h  from  th e  object o f th e  
re sea rc h . For an y b o d y  in  th is  s i tu a t io n  re se a rc h  m e a n s  w o rk in g  on  th e ir  ow n 
p re su p p o sitio n s  a t  th e  sam e  tim e a s  w ork ing  ag a in st th e ir  b iases .
2 It goes w ith o u t  sa y in g  th a t  th e re  is  no  p o ss ib ility  o f u s in g  sy s te m a tic  
socio logical q u e s tio n n a ire s  o n  p a s t  re a litie s  o r of " re p re sen ta tiv ity ” in  a  s tr ic t  
se n se . As a  c o n seq u en ce  it is  im p o ssib le  to sp e c u la te  o n  how  w ide th e  n o tio n s  
w ere sp re a d  a n d  sh a re d , o r a b o u t th e ir  d is tr ib u tio n  a m o n g  th e  v a r io u s  soc ial 
s t r a ta  of th e  B u lg arian  society.
^  As R ich ard  J o h n s o n  n o tes , “im age” a s  a  m etap h o r im p lies severa l id eas: 1) of 
a  re flec tio n , m irro r in g  a  p re -g iv en , k n o w n  re a lity  - a n d  th is  a s so c ia t io n  is 
especially  u n h a p p y  in  c u ltu ra l  s tu d ie s  - 2) a  v isu a l d im e n sio n  a n d  3) a s  “self- 
im age" it h a s  th e  co n n o ta tio n  of “sty le” a n d  se lf-p re sen ta tio n , w h ich  lin k s  it to 
q u e stio n s  of id en tity  a n d  its  co n stru c tio n . See JOHNSON, R. "Tow ards a  C u ltu ra l 
Theory  of th e  N ation”, in: A. G alem a, B. H en k es a n d  H. te Vede (eds.), D ifferen t 
M eanings o f  D u tch n ess 1 870-1940 . A m ste rd am : Rodopi, 1993, 161-162.
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2

E urope would be b es t developed and  elaborated  am ong them . It Is, in  any 
case , p rim arily  th is  (ra th e r am orphous) g roup  of people th a t  left the  
w ritten  records w hich serve a s  a  base  for th is  research .

From th is  so rt of resea rch  one can  expect a  descrip tion  of a t  least som e 
ty p ica l r e p re s e n ta t io n s  of E u ro p e  c u r re n t  in  B u lg aria  d u r in g  th e  
n in e tee n th  an d  th e  tw en tie th  cen tu ry , w ith  regard  to th e ir  co n ten t on 
the  one hand , an d  som e of the ir general ch aracteristics, perta in ing  to the 
specific “perspective" an d  its  a ssu m p tio n s , on  the  o th e r.4 5 I will also  try  
to  rev e a l th e  "m o tiv a tio n "  th a t  u n d e r l ie s  a n d  s h a p e s  th e s e  
rep resen ta tio n s (e. g. political expectations, na tio n al ideas, psychological 
m otives, etc.) a n d  finally  I will p ropose som e h y p o th e ses  a s  to  the  
"functions" of th e se  n o tio n s  for th e  soc ie ty  w hich  en g en d ered  an d  
susta ined  them .

E urope is m entioned  qu ite frequently  in  the B u lgarian  p re ss  du rin g  the 
period of national Revival.6 Several topics are p rom inen t.7 E urope s ta n d s  
first of all for technology and  industry . Among the  m odern  scientific and  
techn ica l discoveries, several m ade a  g rea t im pression : electricity8, the 
te le g ra p h 9, can n o n s  (m ade by K rupp)10 an d  above all the steam  engine 
an d  its various applications a s  a  locomotive, steam -propelled  ship , e tc .11

4 T hey  fo rm ed  th e  co re  o f th e  n a tio n a l  "revival" a c t iv is ts  a n d  a f te r  th e  
e s ta b lish m e n t o f th e  in d e p e n d e n t B u lg a ria n  s ta te  in  1878 th e se  sam e  lite ra te  
s t r a ta  u n d e rto o k  th e  political lead ersh ip .
5 The rev erse , th a t  is  n o tio n s  a b o u t B ulgaria , w as s tu d ie d  by  Tz. Todorov. He 
re v ea ls  th e  e n tire ly  c o n tin g e n t w ay in  w h ich  "im ages" a b o u t  B u lg a ria  w ere 
p ro d u c e d  in  F ra n c e  d u r in g  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry : th u s  L a m a rtin e 's  trav e l 
th ro u g h  th e  O rien t h a d  to serve a s  a  s t im u lu s  to h is  poetic  im ag in a tio n  a n d  to 
help  h im  in  developing h is  own personality . - See TODOROV, TZ. “La B ulgarie  en  
F ra n c e ,” in: Todorov, Tz. L es M orales d e  I'H istoire. P a ris: B e rn a rd  G ra sse t, 
1991, 25 -40 .
6 The B u lg arian  n a tio n a l Revival co m p rises ro ugh ly  th e  n in e te e n th  c en tu ry  u p  to 
th e  lib e ra tio n  from  th e  O tto m an  d o m in a tio n  a s  a  re su lt  of th e  R u ss ia n -T u rk ish  
w ar o f 1877-1878 . T here  have b een  B u lg arian  n ew sp ap ers  s ince  1844. The first 
n ew sp ap er - “B u lg arsk i O rel” - w as ed ited  by  Ivan  Bogorov in  Leipzig.
7 STOIANOV, M. B u lg a rska  V u zro zd en ska  K n izh n in a . Vol. 2., Sofia, 1959, 154- 
156, 173-175 , 199-203, a s  well a s  its  th em a tic  d irectory: 952-954 .
® “Za e lek trichestvo to", K n ig o vlsh te , 1, 5 (1875),17 .
9 “Za te leg rafichesko to  izk u stv o ”, K nigovlsh te , 1, 5 (1875), 24-29 ; “V u zd u sh n ii 
telegraf”, Zorn itsa , 2, 27  (Ju ly  7, 1877).
10 “O tk ritiia  i izn am erv an iia”, S la v ia n sko  B ra tstvo , 1, 5 (April 14, 1878).
11 “P a rn a ta  m a s h in a ”, Z o rn itsa ,  1, 7, (F e b ru a ry  13, 1876); “Z heleznii p u t ”, 
Liuboslov ie , 1, 1 (1844), 7; “M akhina", Liuboslovie, 1, 1 (1844), 7-8; “Isto riia  n a  
zh elezn ite  p u t is h ta ”, K n ig o vlsh te , 1, 1 (1874), 22 -29 , c o n tin u ed  in  1, 2 (1874), 
18-32 ; "Z h elezn ite  p u tis h ta " ,  P ra vo , 7, 27  (Sept. 11, 1872); “O p isan ie  n a
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One m ay see from th e  following early  descrip tion  how  cu rio u s, an d  even 
exotic, th e  steam  engine w as to a p p e a r :12

O ne ca lls  a  s te a m  eng in e  th is  very  w ise in v en tion , w h ich  m oves, ro ta te s  a n d  
r u n s  by m ea n s  of s te am  (or sm oke), w h ich  w orks a n d  a c ts  in  th e  m ach in e ; som e 
o f you m ay  have seen  it o n  th e  steam -p ro p elled  sh ip  .... A traveller w ho trav e rsed  

th e se  w ays on  su c h  a n  eng ine a tte s ts  th a t  w hoever e m b a rk s  for th e  first tim e on  
th is  w o n derfu l jo u rn e y  c a n  never forget th e  ex p erien ces in  h is  m in d . Says th is  
traveller: w h en  we are  slid ing  a lo n g  th e  iro n  ra ils  a t  a  sp e e d  g re a te r  th a n  th a t  of 
th e  h o rse , we a re  overcom e b y  w on d er. Som eone m ay  a rg u e  th a t  a  sp e e d  a s  

g re a t a s  th is  w ould  h in d e r  th e  b re a th in g  of th e  trav e lle r a n d  th a t  the  m igh ty  
blow ing of th e  w ind w ould  d is tu rb  h im  a n d  will c au se  h im  g rea t d iscom fort. It is 

th e  c o n tra ry , so re g u la r  a n d  sm o o th  is th e  ru n n in g  of th e  eng ine a n d  ab so lu te ly  
free from  th e  b u m p in g  w h ich  o ccu rs  o n  th e  un ev en  co u n try s id e  p a th s . It is th u s  
h a rd ly  p o ss ib le  for th e  trav e lle r to  believe th a t  h e  is  rea lly  m ov ing  a t s u c h  a  
sp eed , a n d  o n ly  th e n  c a n  h e  believe th a t ,  w h en  h e  m e e ts  a n o th e r  p e rso n  on 

a n o th e r  eng ine  a n d  a n o th e r  line of ca rriag e s  an d  im m edia te ly  lo ses sig h t o f him , 
o n ly  th e n  d o es he  reco g n ise  for su re  th a t  he is  p a s s in g  by  a t  s u c h  a  g re a t 
s p e e d .1^

Among th e  earlier inventions of th e  E u ropean  civilisation special m ention 
is  m ade of p rin ting , the  advances in  sea-faring , th e  im p lem en ta tion  of 
m ach ines in  industry , e tc .14 Here is an  early an d  som ew hat naive positive 
response  tow ards the  technological p rogress com ing from Europe:

T here  a re  people , w ho reg re t th e  good old tim es... As fa r a s  I a m  co n ce rn ed , I 
do  n o t reg re t th em ... O u r tim es  a re  m u c h  b e tte r  th a n k s  to  th e  ra ilro ad s , th e  
s te am -p ro p e lled  v esse ls , th e  e lectric  te leg rap h , to all th e s e  dev il's  in v en tio n s. 
Som e people  th in k  th a t  th e  fu tu re  tim es will be  still b e tte r. 13

zh elezn ite  p u tish ta " , TsarigracLski V estn ik , J a n u a ry  24, 1848; SLAVEIKOV, P. R. 
“Izn am erv a n iia  i o tk r it i ia ”, P ch e lltsa , 4 (1871), re p rin ted  in : SLAVEIKOV, P. R. 
Suchinen iia  v 8  toma. Voi. 7, Sofia 1981, 240-141 .
12 It is h a rd ly  possib le  to re n d e r  full ju s tic e  to th is  d e sc rip tio n  in  tra n s la tin g  it, 
a s  it is  w ritten  in  a n  a n tiq u a te d  a n d  qu ite  s tran g e  so u n d in g  language.
13 "M ak h in a”, 7-8.
14 SLAVEIKOV, P. R. “O snovite  n a  d n e s h n a ta  tsiv ilizatsia", M a ked o n ita . 1, 35, 
(Ju ly  29 ,1867), rep rin ted  in: SLAVEIKOV, P. R. Suchineniia  v 8  toma. Voi. 5, Sofia 
1980, 3 9 8 -4 0 1 .
13 M akhina, 7-8.
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E urope (and th e  New World, th a t is N orth America) is the  m otherland  of 
th e  n a tu ra l sciences an d  m odern  education , of trad e  an d  in d u s try  based  
on vo lun tary  associa tion  of free ind iv iduals .16 E ducation  is often accorded 
prim ary  im portance in  th e  im age of E urope an d  it is strongly  exalted in 
th e  sp ir it of th e  E n lig h ten m e n t. T his is a t te s te d  by p h ra s e s  like: 
"know ledge s tru c k  like a  lightning", “th e  ligh t d efeated  d a rk n e s s ”17, 
“science com es down to the sh ep h erd ’s cab in  an d  m oves a t the  speed of 
lig h tn in g "18, and  th e  like. The advance of E urope in  every field, also in 
freedom , is re la ted  to education  and  “enligh tedness", while despotism  is 
sa id  to  flourish  "when th e re  is no aw areness, lightened by the beam s of 
e d u c a t io n " .19 Q u ite  revealing ly  th e  w ords “en lig h ten ed  E urope" (or 
"educated  Europe") becam e a n  id iom atic exp ression  in th e  w ritings of 
th e  B ulgarian  revivalist ac tiv ists, an d  of Georgi S. Rakovski in  particu lar. 
Young B ulgarians a re  offered advice to do the ir s tu d ies  in  E urope in  the 
following exalted language (revealing an  an ti-R u ss ia n  b ias, am ong o ther 
things):

Science a n d  e d u ca tio n  a re  now here  so b rig h t a s  in  the  W est, a s  we have know n 
for a  long  tim e... C iv ilisa tion  is  now here  b u t  in  W este rn  E urope; th e re , one can  
find  th e  g re a t sc h o la rly  a n d  lite ra ry  c e n tre s  w h ich  th ro w  lig h t on  th e  w hole 
w orld . Let u s  tu r n  th e re fo re  to th e  ligh t, le t u s  w alk  to  th e  re d em p tio n  of 

civ ilisation , w hich  will revive u s  a n d  let u s  p u t  a sid e  th e  s lu m b erin g  E as t, w hich  
will b u ry  u s  in  its  coffin.2d

E urope is fu rth e r ch a rac terised  a s  the  hom eland  of the  civil an d  political 
r igh ts an d  freedom s (rights of the  individual an d  righ ts of the nation), of

“Pogled v u rk h u  is to r ic h e sk o to  razv itie  n a  c h e lo v ech estv o to ”, L e to s tru t, 4 
(1874), 152 -1 5 5 ; “A m erik a  i E vropa", Z o r n its a ,  2, 6 (F e b ru a ry  10, 1877). 
E sp e c ia lly  s t r e s s e d  a re  B r i ta in ’s  c o n tr ib u t io n s :  “A n g lia  i a n g lic h a n ite " , 
C h i ta l i s h t e ,  3 , 5 (1873), 4 7 2 -4 7 3 , 4 7 6 ; SLAVEIKOV, P. R. “U c h en ie to  i 
in d u s tr i ia ta ”, M akedoniia , 4, 23 (F ebruary  7, 1870), re p rin ted  in: SLAVEIKOV, P. 
R. Suchinen iia  v 8  tom a. Vol. 6, 391-394 .
17 SLAVEIKOV, P. R. “Kak i koga s a  sp ech elen i novite svobodi", M a ked o n iia , 1, 
34  (Ju ly  22, 1867), re p rin te d  in: SLAVEIKOV, P. R. Suchinen iia  v 8  tom a. Vol. 5, 
3 9 1 -3 9 4 .

SLAVEIKOV, P. R. “O brazo v an ie to ”, M a k ed o n iia , 1, 49  (N ovem ber 4, 1867), 
re p rin ted  in: SLAVEIKOV, P. R. Suchineniia  v 8  toma. Vol. 5, 442.
19 SLAVEIKOV, P. R. “Za P rosvesh ten ie to", M a ked o n iia , 2, 4 1 -4 9  (Novem ber 4, 
1868), re p rin te d  in: SLAVEIKOV, P. R. SSchinen iia  v 8  tom a. Vol. 6, Sofia, 1980, 
142; SLAVEIKOV, P. R. “Za m n im o sp o so b n ite  m uzhe", M a ked o n iia , 4, 59  (Ju n e  
19, 1870), re p rin ted  in: SLAVEIKOV, P. R. Suchinen iia  v 8  toma. Vol. 6, 494-498 .
20  “N ovata T siv iliza tsiia”, Turtsia , 5, 2 (M arch 1, 1869).
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rep resen ta tiv e  dem ocracy, of co n stitu tio n a lism  an d  the  ru le  of law, of 
civil society an d  public  opinion, an d  of local self-governm ent.21 Civil an d  
political freedom s a re  explicitly re la ted  to the  bourgeois revolu tions, the  
E nglish  an d  especially  th e  F rench  revolu tion .22 R espect for w om en an d  
th e  advance tow ards gender equality  a re  said  to be a n  im portan t fea tu re  
of th e  m odern  E u ro p ean  civilisation, in c o n tra s t to th e  co n tem p tu o u s  
a ttitu d e  tow ards w om en in  the  “O rient".23

A lthough qu ite  rare , one m ay en co u n te r social criticism  in th e  vision of 
E urope expressed  in  tex ts dating  from the  national Revival epoch.24 25

Special in te res t is to be found in  th e  B ulgarian  revivalist p re ss  tow ards 
the  “n a tio n 's  character" an d  the m entality  of various E u ropean  peoples.23 
The “E ng lish m an " (a typ ical g en e ra lisa tio n  in  th is  so rt of "people 's

21 ibid.; SLAVEIKOV, P. R. "P redstav ite lstvo to", M akedoniia , 1, 40  (S ep tem ber 2, 
1867), re p rin te d  in: SLAVEIKOV, P. R. Suchinen iia  v 8  tom a. Vol. 5, Sofia, 1980. 
4 1 4 -4 1 7 ; “Iz an g liisk iia  zh ivo t”, C h lta lish te ,  2, 19 (1872), 8 7 4 -8 8 3 , co n tin u e d  
in  2, 20  (1872), 9 1 5 -9 2 3 ; SLAVEIKOV, P. R. “E d in  Pogled", M a k e d o n iia ,  4 , 3 
(J a n u a ry  18, 1872), re p rin te d  in; SLAVEIKOV, P. R. Suchinen iia  u 8  toma, Vol. 7, 
Sofia 1981, 175-176.
22  SLAVEIKOV, P. R. “N akude  n a v a lia t n a ro d ite  v Evropa?", M a ked o n iia , 1, 33 
(Ju ly  15, 1867), re p rin te d  in: SLAVEIKOV, P. R. S u ch in en iia  u 8  tom a. Vol. 5, 
3 8 6 -3 8 8 ; KARAVELOV, L. “S ru b s k a ta  l i te r a tu ra ”, in : KARAVELOV, L. S u b ra n i  
Such in en iia . Vol. 6, Sofia 1985, 59; KARAVELOV, L. “D ese tte  m u z h a  - tsv e tu t n a  
f r e n s k a ta  n a t s i a ”, S v o b o d a , 1, 42  (S e p tem b er  7, 1870). r e p r in te d  in; 
KARAVELOV, L. Sttbrani Suchineniia . Vol. 9 , Sofia, 1986, 29. K aravelov expressed  
h e re  h is  c o m m ittm en t to rep u b lican ism .
2 3  "A nglia i a n g lic h an ite " , 4 7 5 -4 7 6  (The e d u c a tio n  o f w om en  in  B rita in  is 
h igh ly  p ra is e d  here.); SLAVEIKOV, P. R. “O snovite  n a  d n e s h n a ta  tsiv fiisa tsia" ; 
SLAVEIKOV, P. R. “Z h e n a ta  (V azh n o stta  i v k ru g u t n a  o b sh te s tv o to  i n e in o to  
v u z p ita n ie  v  B u lgaria )" , M a k e d o n i ia ,  3 , 35  (Ju ly  26 , 1869), re p r in te d  in: 
SLAVEIKOV, P. R. Suchinen iia  v 8  tom a. Vol. 6, Sofia 1980, 2 6 7 -3 7 1 . S laveikov 
a rg u ed  h e re  in  favor o f th e  ed u ca tio n  of w om en a n d  th e ir  lib e ra tio n , p o in tin g  to 
E u ro p e  a n d  th e  U. S . A. a s  e x am p les, a n d  he m e n tio n e d  th e  m o v em en t for 
ex ten d in g  vo ting  r ig h ts  to w om en.
2 4  KARAVELOV, L. "S h to  e p ro sv e sh te n ie ? ”, N e z a v is im o s t ,  3 , 3 9  (Ju n e  16, 
1873), re p r in te d  in: KARAVELOV, L. S u b ra n i S u ch in en iia , Vol. 5, Sofia 1985, 
247; BOTEV, H. “Z helezn its ite  s a  v red n i za  nas", in: BOTEV, H. S u ch in en iia . Vol. 
2, 117-118 . Botev, w ho w as in flu en ced  by  c e r ta in  so c ia lis t id ea s  a s se r te d  th a t  
th e  E u ro p e a n  c iv ilization  a n d  p ro g re ss  r e s t  u p o n  ex p lo ita tio n  a n d  a  s tru g g le  
be tw een  lab o r a n d  cap ita l, a n d  w arn ed  th a t  c iv ilisation  does no t b rin g  only good 
th in g s . In  th e  h e a t o f a rg u m e n t, he  even w en t so fa r a s  to re n o u n c e  E u ro p ea n  
“p ro g re ss"  a llto g e th e r.
2 5  "A nglia i a n g lic h a n ite " , 4 7 2 -4 7 6 ; “K ra tk i o c h e r ts i  v u rk h u  p r i ro d a ta  i 
n a ro d ite  v E v ro p a”, C h lta l ish te ,  3 , 1872, 7 3 5 -7 4 6 , 7 9 3 -8 1 6  (n o tes  on  Italy). 
8 7 8 -8 8 6 , 9 9 6 -1 0 0 4  (n o te s  on  S w itzerlan d ), 1 0 0 4 -1 0 0 9 , 1 1 0 2 -1 1 1 4  (n o tes  o n  
B elgium  a n d  H olland); “H a rak te r ite  n a  n e m ts ite  i f ra n ts u z ite ”, Pravo, 7, 3 8 -3 9  
(1872). O n  th e  em ergence  of th e  c o n cep ts  o f “n a tio n a l c h a ra c te r"  a n d  “n a tio n a l 
gen ius" see SMITH, A. N ational Iden tity . London: P engu in  B ooks, 1991, 84-86 .
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psychology”) is depicted  for exam ple in  th e  following way: “self-willed, 
s trange , in telligent, som etim es he ab a n d o n s  h im self to very strange and  
indescribab le revelries b u t som etim es he is  overtaken  by su c h  a  sad n ess  
an d  m elancholy  th a t  he e ither se ts  forth  on travel in  w hatever direction, 
or c u ts  h is th ro a t”.26 S uch  qualities an d  tra its  are ascribed to the English 
na tio n  a s  h au g h tin ess , cosm opolitanism  an d  love for travel all over the 
world, form alism  an d  cerem oniality , a  p reo ccu p atio n  w ith  d ignity  an d  
ap p e a ra n c e s , a s  well a s  a  s tro n g  loyalty  to  tra d itio n s , an d  a  s tr ic t 
adherence to the  law s.27 The Italians, on th e  o ther hand , are described as 
religious, superstitious, brave, com passionate, com m unicative, hospitable, 
joyous an d  poetical, strongly em otional an d  im aginative, possessing  a  very 
keen  feeling for the beau tifu l, an d  a p assio n  for life an d  festivities in  
public: they love th e ir  hom eland  tenderly, an d  are  com m itted to freedom 
and  independence. As negative qualities of the irs , frivolity, easy irritability  
an d  revengefulness, a s  well a s  a  certa in  p ropensity  for telling lies an d  for 
perfidy are  lis ted .28 In harm ony  w ith th e  n a tio n a lis t world view, w hich 
a s se r ts  itself in  th e  B ulgarian  revivalist tex ts, th e  world is divided into 
nations, each  one having a  special role to play, and  a  special m ission to 
fulfil. T hus while Italy is conceived a s  a  land  of poetry, scu lp tu re, pain ting  
an d  arch itec tu re , of a r t  in  general, S pain  h a s  con tribu ted  to the  discovery 
and  co lon isation  of th e  New World, h u m a n  righ ts have been  proclaim ed 
m ost im pressively in  F rance, B rita in  h a s  as se rte d  itself a s  a  co u n try  of 
in d u s try  an d  com m erce, G erm any is know n for its  science, an d  R ussia  
h a s  a  civilising m ission in Asia.29

Very often an d  quite typically, Europe is con trasted  to th e  E ast - Asia and  
first of all to the O ttom an em pire.30 E urope s ta n d s  in  th is  opposition for 
“deve lopm en t”, “p ro g re ss”, e n lig h te n m en t a n d  freedom , w hile T urkey

2 6  “A nglia i an g lic h an ite ”, 475 .
2 7  ibid, 474-475 .
2 ® “K ratk i o chertz i v u rk h u  p r iro d a ta  i n a ro d ite  v E v ro p a”, 74 5 -7 4 6 , 794-800 .
29  ibid; KARAVELOV, L. “E vropeisk ite  n a ts ii  i T u rts ia ”, L iberta tia , April 6, 1871, 
re p rin ted  in: KARAVELOV, L. S ubran i S uch inen iia , Vol. 8, 459-460 ; SLAVEIKOV, 
P. R. “N arodno  P ro sv esh ten ie”, M a kedon ia , 5, 51 a n d  52 (D ecem ber 20  a n d  28, 
1871), c o n tin u e d  in  M a k e d o n i ia ,  6, 2 a n d  4 ( J a n u a ry  10 a n d  24, 1872), 
re p rin ted  in  SLAVEIKOV, P. R. Suchinen iia  v 8  toma, Vol. 7, Sofia 1981, 155-158.
30  O ne sh o u ld  n o te  th a t  for th e  B u lg arian  in te llig en ts ia  th e  E u ro p ea n  te rrito rie s  
o f th e  O tto m a n  em pire, h en ce  th e  B u lg arian  te rr ito rie s  th em selves, seem  to be 
e x c lu d ed  from  th e  n o tio n  o f " E u ro p e ”. E u ro p e  in  th is  g eo p o litic a l s e n se  
in c lu d es th e n  only th e  W estern  a n d  C en tra l p a r ts . O n  th e  o th e r h a n d , w h en  they  
sp e a k  a b o u t c h a s in g  th e  O tto m a n s  aw ay  from  E u ro p e , th e  B u lg a ria n  n a tio n a l 
lead ers  m ean  E u ro p e  in  its  geographica l b o u n d a rie s .
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(and Asia in  general) s ta n d  for b ackw ardness (and even to ta l inab ility  to 
progress), su b ju g a tio n  of the  peoples and despo tism , su p e rs titio n  and  
religious fanatism , th e  co rrup tion  of th e  m oeurs (e. g. th e  poliginy of the  
h a re m s an d  th e  h arem  ed u catio n  of the children), etc. The O tto m an s ' 
in v asio n s in E u ro p e  are  seen  a s  a n  in tru s io n  of a n  a lien  body  in to  
E u ro p e an  civ ilisation  an d  cu ltu re ; accord ing  to  th e  B u lg arian  Revival 
ac tiv ists  th e  O ttom an  T urks have to be expelled from E urope back  into 
Asia - a  term  w ith a  strongly negative value connotation  in  th is  usage. The 
opposition  E u rope /A sia  (O ccident/O rien t) is s tre s sed  w ith  g rea test force 
by the B ulgarian  poet and  national revolutionary H risto Botev. He repea ts 
again  an d  again in  different contexts and  on various occasions th rough  the 
m ost vivid an d  d ras tic  language th a t  O ttom an T urkey is no t capable of 
reform ing  itself, th a t  it m u s t be c h a se d  aw ay from  E urope in to  Asia, 
w here it belongs. Botev calls (O ttom an) Turkey th e  “E u ro p ean  C h in a”, 
th e  “p lague  of co n tem p o rary  E u ro p e”31, "the ill m an", “th e  E u ro p ean  
C ashm ere", “th e  evil once tra n sp o rte d  from A sia in to  E u ro p e”32, “the 
b a rb a r ia n s  from Asia"33, “th e  E u ro p ean  ulcer"34, "the A sian  dungh ill in 
E urope"; he sp e ak s  a b o u t th e  "T urk ish  desp o tism  in  E u rope"35 an d  
a rg u e s  th a t  th e  T u rk ish  em pire m u s t be condem ned  by th e  civilised 
world an d  throw n "to the  bottom  of Asia"36. A sim ilar a n tith e s is  is m ade 
by  an o th e r  fam ous B u lgarian  Revivalist - L iuben Karavelov - a m an  of 
le tte rs and  a  national revolutionary.37

3 1 BOTEV, H. “N aro d u t v ch era , d n es , u t r e ”, in: Botev, H. S u c h in e n iia .  Vol. 2, 
Sofia 1986,15.
32  BOTEV, H. “Iz to ch n iia t v u p ro s lezhi n a  p le sh tite  n a  b u lg a rsk iia  n a ro d ',  in: 
Botev, H. Suchineniia , Vol. 2, 53-54 .
3 3  BOTEV, H. “T u rts ia  o tiva  k u m  pro p ad an e", in: Botev, H. S u ch in en iia , Vol. 2, 
84.
34  BOTEV, H. “B u lg arsk iia t n a ro d  triab v a  sa m ic h u k  d a  p o tu rs i  sv o b o d a ta  s i”, in: 
Botev, H. SiSchinenlia, Vol. 2, 87.
35  BOTEV, H. “V u n sh n o  p o litich esk i p reg led ”, in: Botev, H. S u ch in en iia . Vol. 2, 
3 9 3 , 417 .
36  Botev, H. “Pak p reo b razovan iia  n a  d u m i, p a k  reform i n a  k n ig a”. in: Botev, H. 
Such in en iia . Vol. 2, 246.
3 3 * * * 7 KARAVELOV, L. “N iakolko d u m i do b ra ta  R. za  svoe opravdanie" , in: Karavelov, 
L. S u b ra n i S u c h in e n iia .  Vol. 7, Sofia 1985, 61; KARAVELOV, L. "Bez o ru zh ie  
n ia m a  sp a se n ie ”, in : K aravelov, L. S u b ra n i S u ch in en iia , Vol. 7, 2 1 5  (O ttom an  
T u rk ey  is  c a lled  h e re  a  “th o rn "  th a t  m u s t  be  c le a re d  aw ay  from  E u rope); 
KARAVELOV, L. “R ev o liu ts ia , re v o liu ts ia , i ko lko to  se  m o zh e  p o -sk o ro " , in: 
K aravelov, L. S u bran i Such inen iia . Vol. 7, 302 . (O ttom an T urkey  is called  h e re  a  
“p a tc h w o rk  on  th e  E u ro p ea n  c lo thes"; “A sian  fa n a tism ” a n d  "A sian im m obility" 
a re  a tt r ib u te d  to it); KARAVELOV, L. “Is to r ich e sk o to  p ra v o  e i sm e sh n o . i 
b ezp o m o sh tn o " , N e za v is im o st,  3, 34  (May 12, 1873), re p rin te d  in: KARAVELOV, 
L. S u bran i Such inen iia . Vol. 9, Sofia, 1986, 317; KARAVELOV. L. “R usk i v e s tn its i
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It is qu ite clear w hat genera tes the opposition betw een E urope an d  Asia 
(the O ttom an  em pire in  p articu la r) , an d  w h a t m ak es th e  c o n tra s t so 
sharp . B u t the sam e striv ing for a na tio n al liberation , w hich determ ines 
the  vision of th e  B ulgarian nationalist activ ists a t the time, also in troduces 
a  certa in  am bivalence in  the  a ttitu d e  tow ards Europe. To the  ex ten t th a t 
E urope (th a t is the  E u ro p ean  “g rea t powers") defended th e  in teg rity  of 
the  O ttom an em pire and  th e  s ta tu s-q u o , the  B u lgarian  na tio n al leaders 
often accused  it of su p p o rtin g  serfdom  an d  despo tism  on the  B alkans. 
Karavelov's w ords m ay be cited here:

W hat a b o u t  e n lig h te n e d  E u ro p e ?  W hat a b o u t  th e  h ig h ly  p ra is e d  E u ro p e a n  
c iv ilisation? W hat a b o u t th e  n in e te e n th  c en tu ry , so  often  c ited  by  th e  “benignly- 
m in d ed  p e rso n s"?  E n lig h ten e d  E u ro p e  k in d ly  m ee ts  th e  P e rs ia n  sav ag e  a n d  
enjoys h is d iam o n d s...3®

A nother fam ous B ulgarian  national leader - Georgi Sava Rakovski - also 
reb u k es E urope for its  indifference:

The en lig h ten ed  w orld o f E u ro p e , w h ich  tr ie s  to  in tro d u c e  h u m a n  r ig h ts  in to  
th e  A frican  a n d  o th e r  d e se rts , does n o t a t  th e  sam e  tim e p ay  a n y  a tte n tio n  to 
m ore th a n  six  m illion  B u lg arian s , w ho have su ffe red  m ore evil from  th e  G reek 
clergy, th a n  th e  sufferings of th e  b lack s in  Africa.39

The B ulgarian  revival activ ists and  national leaders were well aw are of the 
political in te rests , en tang led  in  the so-called “E aste rn  question", th a t  is 
the  controversy betw een W estern E urope an d  R ussia  for dom ination  over 
the  B osphorus, an d  the fear of th e  E u ropean  “g reat pow ers” from a  pan- 
Slav expansion .40 I shall no t p u rsu e  th is  line fu rthe r b u t proceed to some 
general observations instead.

za  tu r s k a ta  im p erila" , N e z a v is im o s t ,  3 , 39  (Ju n e  16, 1872), re p r in te d  in: 
KARAVELOV, L. Sfibravi Sùchineniia . Voi. 8, 138.
38  KARAVELOV. L. "V o sm a n sk a ta  im p e rila  ne  s u s h te sv u v a  n i p rav o su d ie , n i 
s p ra v e d l iv o s t”, N e z a v i s im o s t ,  3 , 50  (S e p tem b er 1, 1873), r e p r in te d  in: 
KARAVELOV, L. Sfibrarli Sùchineniia . Voi. 8, 179-180.
39  RAKOVSKI, G. “S lava bogu , che  i”, in: R akovski, G. Sùch in en iia , Voi. 2, Sofia 
1983, 121-122 .
49  KARAVELOV. L. “V o sm a n sk a ta  im p erila  n e  s u s h te s tv u v a  n i p rav o su d ie , ni 
s p ra v e d liv o s t" ,  182 ; KARAVELOV, L. “M n o zh estv o  v e s tn l ts i  g o v o ria t, ch e  
v o sto ch n iia t v u p ro s sh te  se re sh i tv u rd e  skoro", N e za v is im o s t,  3, 46  (A ugust 4, 
1873), re p rin ted  in: KARAVELOV, L. S fibrani S ù ch in en iia . Voi. 9 , Sofia, 1986,
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The “image" of E urope du ring  th e  (national) Revival epoch w as form ed by 
a  n u m b e r of topoi. It w as know n in  B u lgarian  society  (at le a s t by  its  
litera te  s tra ta ) a s  th e  b irthp lace  of advanced technology an d  in d u stry , of 
ed u c a tio n  an d  en ligh tenm en t, of in d u s try  a n d  com m erce, of m a teria l 
well-being and  ra tiona l social organisation , of civil an d  political r igh ts and  
freedom s.

The m ore or le ss  d iffe ren tia ted  know ledge of p a r t ic u la r  E u ro p e a n  
c o u n tr ie s  coex isted  w ith  a n  overall (unified) im age of E u ro p e . An 
im p o rtan t question  to be asked  is  w hat generated  the  u n ity  of E urope for 
th e  B u lgarians in  th is  epoch? The m ore obvious political rea so n s  will be 
listed  first. W hat is decisive here a re  th e  expectations an d  ca lcu la tions of 
th e  B u lgarian  revival ac tiv ists  for “solving th e  E a s te rn  question". Those 
B u lgarian  n a tio n a l ac tiv is ts  in  p a r tic u la r  w ho relied on  help  from  the  
“o u ts id e ” conceived of th e  s itu a tio n  in  th e  following way: “w e” (the 
B ulgarians) have to a ttra c t th e  a tten tio n  of “E urope” an d  to dem o n stra te  
to it th a t we are ripe for freedom, so th a t  it m ay in tervene in ou r defence. 
E u rope is th u s  a  so rt of collective en tity  a n d  it is referred  to  a s  an  
in s ta n c e  of ap p e a l, a  k in d  of in te rn a tio n a l c o u r t of ju s t ic e .  The 
d isa p p o in tm en t w hich derived from th e  politics of the  E u ro p ean  “g rea t 
pow ers" a n d  th e  c la sh e s  b e tw een  R u ss ia  a n d  T u rkey  e v e n tu a lly  
red irected  the  expectations an d  hopes for liberation  tow ards R u ssia  and  
stren g th en ed  th e  a ttrac tio n  of its  im age (creating the  "G randfather Ivan" 
mythology).

T here a re  fu rth e r  E n lig h ten m e n t id eas  an d  a s su m p tio n s  in  viewing 
E urope as  a  totality, a s  a  distinctive an d  self-sufficient civilisation.41 The 
prestige of E urope a s  the  engine of “developm ent" an d  "progress" in  the 
m ost genera l sen se , “the" ca rrie r  a n d  pacem aker of “civ ilisation" w as 
an ch o red  in  a  firm belief in  E n ligh tenm en t n o tio n s su c h  a s  "Reason", 
“p ro g re ss”, “e d u c a tio n ” “know ledge”, etc. T here is th e  ev o lu tio n a ry

354 ; KARAVELOV, L. “C h e s tn ite  ru s i  m is lia t ne  d a  pok o riav a t, a  d a  o sv o bod ia t 
s la v ia n sk ite  p le m e n a ”, S v o b o d a ,  3, 20  (N ovem ber 11, 1872), re p r in te d  in: 
KARAVELOV, L. S u b r a n i  S u c h in e n iia .  Voi. 9, 2 7 2 -2 7 4 ; KARAVELOV, L. 
“P re s to n a s le d ie to  i tu r s k i te  p a r t i i”, N e z a v is im o s t ,  3, 24  (M arch  3, 1873). 
re p rin ted  In; KARAVELOV, L. Subran i Such inen iia . Voi. 9, 285.
41  “O snov ite  n a  d n e s h n a ta  ts iv il is a ts ia ”; “N ovata  ts iv il iz a ts ia ”, T u r ts ia ,  5, 2 
(M arch 1, 1869); "Za ts iv illz a ts iia ta ”, T u r ts ia ,  7 (May 8, M ay 15, J u n e  2 6  a n d  
J u ly  17, 1871); “Pogled v u rk h u  is to rich esk o to  razvitie  n a  ch elo v ech estv o to ”.
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vision of a  single p a th  of “p ro g ress” w ith  all n a tio n s  m arch ing  along it 
an d  finding them selves a t different po in ts , th e  (West) E u ropean  n a tio n s 
a t the  head  of th is  developm ent.

It is vain  to sp ecu la te  on  exactly  how  ac c u ra te  an y  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of 
Europe w as a t th a t tim e, a lthough  a t least th e  em inent B ulgarian  national 
ac tiv is ts  an d  political elites of the  Revival period seem  to have kep t a 
close w atch  on  th e  s itu a tio n  in  E urope an d  h ad  fairly good knowledge of 
it. They in  fact had  to  do th is  because  of th e ir  political expectations and  
hopes. B u t it is no t the  clarity  of th e ir  vision or the  co rrec tness of the ir 
u n d erstan d in g  of Europe th a t m atte r m ost of all. The way of seeing it, and  
th e  peculiarities of the em erging image, seem  to be m ore significant. The 
d e sc rip tio n s  of E u ro p e an  c iv ilisa tion  a n d  of th e  se p a ra te  E u ro p ean  
coun tries sou n d  in  the  B ulgarian  p ress  like new s com ing from far aw ay - 
n o t so m u ch  in  th e  sense  of geographical (spatial) d istance, a s  du e  to 
d iffe ren ces a n d  d is s im ila r it ie s . The “re p o r ts ” on E u ro p e  aim  a t 
p resen ting  (and popularising) cu rious th ings an d  w ays of life. This feeling 
of difference and  s tran g e n ess  w as no dou b t due to the  ra th e r  different 
conditions of life in  the  O ttom an em pire, com pared  to th e  econom ically 
ad v an ced  E u ro p e an  co u n trie s ; it w as a lso  du e  to th e  ra th e r  w eak 
econom ic an d  cu ltu ra l rela tions w ith E urope a t th a t time, to  the technical 
deficiencies of com m un ications, etc. The d esc rip tio n s  of E urope read  
like a ttem p ts  a t  bridging different civilisations (Orient an d  Occident) - a 
k ind  of "accu ltu ra tio n ” by m aking  know n th e  ach ievem ents of the  m ore 
advanced W est.42

By a  k ind  of p a radox  th e  u n ity  of (the im age of) E urope seem s m ore 
problem atic  from th e  inside, w here n a tio n a l an d  regional differentiation 
an d  diversity prevail, th a n  from the  outside. This m ay be partly  a ttr ib u ted  
to  th e  perspectiv ist effect: observing from  far aw ay m akes th in g s  look 
ra th e r  in d is tinc t an d  b lu rred . It m ay also be due to the  specific in te rests  
of th e  ou tside observer, who is inevitably projecting h is  expectations and  
w ishes in  producing  the  im age. The conclusion I w ish  to draw  from th is  
“perspectiv ism ” is th a t  whoever is ask ing  ab o u t the “m eaning” of E urope 
or w an ts to reconstitu te  its  symbolic un ity  shou ld  take th e  answ ers of the

4 2  The very lan g u ag e  u se d  in  th e  d e sc rip tio n s  o f E u ro p e  is  r a th e r  p ecu lia r: 
a p p ro p ria te  w ords have to  be  in v en ted  a n d  naive  an alo g ies u se d  in  th e  a tte m p t 
to  m ak e  d is ta n t  th in g s  a n d  e x p e rien c e s  n e a re r  to th e  ev ery d ay  life o f th e  
read in g  public.
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E u ro p ean  “p erip h e ries” seriously. An u n ity  m ay be m ore “visible" from a 
d is ta n t point, th a n  from inside.

The “in fluences’ of E urope up o n  B ulgarian  society have been  s tud ied  a t 
leng th , su b su m e d  u n d e r  th e  te rm  “E u ro p ea n isa tio n " . C o n tem p o rarie s  
have seen  the E u ropean  influence m ainly a s  a n  in tru sio n  of new  “vogues” 
in to  th e  d o m estic  sp h e re  a n d  th e  tra d itio n a l w ays of life. As th e  
innovations cam e m ost frequently  from F rance - a  leading civilising force 
in  E urope of th e  n in e teen th  cen tu ry  - the "E uropeanisation" of B ulgarian  
society  cam e to be know n a s  “alia  franga” vogue, no tw ith s tan d in g  the ir 
o rig ina l sou rce , m ean in g  “on th e  F re n ch ” (model). T h u s  all so r ts  of 
borrow ings an d  ad a p ta tio n s  in  th e  dom estic sp h e re  - clo thes, u ten sils , 
fu rn itu re  an d  the  a rrangem en t of the  in terior of th e  hou ses, hygiene, b u t 
also changes in  m entality  an d  behaviour, su ch  a s  new  hab its , new  ways of 
th in k in g , an d  esp ec ia lly  som e m u n d a n e  m a n n e rs  a n d  sty les , a n d  
co rrespond ing  form s an d  cerem onies of social life, e. g. pub lic  lec tu res , 
recep tions , p a rtie s , balls, m usic  an d  d an ces d ifferen t from  th e  typical 
folk ones, theatre-go ing , etc., cam e to be know n a s  “a lia  fran g a”.43 The 
p rim a ry  in te re s t in  th e  p re se n t co n tex t lies n o t so m u c h  in  th e  
in flu e n ces  th em se lv es , a s  in  th e  re a c tio n s  p rovoked  by  th em , th e  
a ttitu d e s  tow ards the E uropeanisation .

O ne c a n  d e tec t a  s tro n g  tra d itio n a lis t  (“conservative") tren d , w hich  
a ssu m es the  form of a  “critique of the  vogues". It in te rp re ts  the  in tru sio n  
of th e  “vogues" an d  th e ir  "m onkish" im ita tion  a s  a  c o rru p tio n  of the  
m oeurs an d  a  th re a t to the m orals. A uthors of th is  p e rsu asio n  m ake u se  of 
a  m oralistic , edifying tone, a s  in  th e  following passage , w ritten  by P. R. 
Slaveikov:

The m ore we ad v an ce  in  o u r  so -called  c ivilising a n d  t in tin g  in  th e  sam e  h u e  a s  

E u ro p e  a n d  th e  m o re  we a lso  le a rn  to g e th e r w ith  th e  s tu d y  o f th e  fo reign  
lan g u a g es , th e  specific  life o f th e  o lder n a tio n s , th e  m ore  we c a n  see  how  th e

43  T his g en u in e  "revo lu tion  in  th e  v ogues” is a tte s ted , r a th e r  ironically , a n d  in  a  
m a n n e r  th a t  is d ifficu lt to t r a n s la te ,  b y  c o n te m p o ra r ie s  like  D. VOINIKOV, 
“Predgovor”, in: VOINIKOV, D., K rivorazbrana ta  ts iv lliza ts ia , B u k u re s t,  1871, I; 
See a lso  MIKHAILOVSKI, N. Article in: T sa rig ra d sk i v e s tn ik ,  N 313 , 1857. An 
exce llen t d e sc rip tio n  of th e  v a rio u s  e x p re ss io n s  of th e  “a lia  fran g a ” vogue (dated  
s in ce  th e  fifties of th e  n in e te e n th  cen tu ry ) is p rovided by  GENCHEV, N. F ran tsia  
v b u lg a rsk o to  d u h o v n o  v u z ra z h d a n e .  Sofia, 1989, 3 8 4 -4 1 2 ; GENCHEV, N. 
B u lg a rska ta  ku ltura  XV-XIX v., Sofia, 1988, 256, 271-273 .
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s im p lic ity  a n d  th e  so b r ie ty  th a t  c h a ra c te r is e d  o u r  p r iv a te  life before , a re  
v a n is h in g  a ro u n d  u s . The b l in d  s tr iv in g  to  re sem b le  th e  fo re ig n e rs  a n d  to 

b eco m e  e x a c tly  a s  th e y  a re , h a s  m a d e  u s  d is lik e  e v e ry th in g  o u rs ,  a n d  
c o n te m p tu o u s  of o u r  ow n w ays. The m ore we, p re su m ab ly , ad v an ce , th e  fu r th e r  
we m ove aw ay  from  th e  life o f o u r  fa th e rs  a n d  fo refa th ers , a n d  th e  n e a re r  we 
com e to  a  c a ta s tro p h e  w ith o u t b e in g  aw are  o f th is  a n d  even  in  th e  fa lse  belief 
th a t  we a re  re ac h in g  th o se  th a t  we see  a h ea d  of u s  on  th e  p a th  o f life... The w ish  

a n d  th e  d iligence of o u r  n a tio n  to e d u c a te  itself, i ts  love for ev ery th in g  new , 
w h e n  u n a c c o m p a n ie d  a s  th is  is  by  a  n e c e s sa ry  s t r ic t  re lig io u s  a n d  m o ra l 
in s tru c tio n , a re  b ecom ing  p rim arily  tools of d isso lu tio n  a n d  co rru p tio n , in s te a d  

of m o ral im p ro v em en t...44

P. S lavelkov th e n  r id icu les  th e  "m onkish  im itation" of m ore civilised 
peoples by  th e  younger generation  an d  n o tes  th a t  people of even "the 
low est rank" have been  m isled  into ap ing those  w hom  they  consider to 
s tan d  higher an d  be better th a n  them selves.

Edifying m oralistic  s ta te m e n ts  like th e  one cited  above seem  a t first 
glance to reveal a m erely conservative, retrograde and  nostalg ic a ttitude , 
idealising  th e  p a s t. Yet th ey  are  provoked by a rea l social problem  - 
su d d e n  a n d  in te n s e  ex p o su re  to  fo re ign  In flu e n ce s  d e s tro y s  th e  
c o n tin u ity  In th e  life of people, an d  m ay lead  to  d eso rien ta tio n . The 
ch a n g e s  in  h a b its  a n d  c u s to m s  a n d  th e  u n d e rm in in g  of th e  very 
fo u n d a tio n s  of th e  ( trad itio n a l)  w ay of life th ro u g h  th e  p ro ce ss  of 
E uropean isation  would no t have been felt a s  so dangerous If they were not 
seen  a s  a  th re a t to  th e  n a tio n a l con sc io u sn ess , In precisely  th e  period 
w hen  th is  w as being created  an d  consolidated. This p reoccupation  seem s 
to be a t  th e  root of all c u ltu ra l criticism  ag a in s t the  "Europeanisation". 
L ittle w onder th a t  th e  c ritic ism  w as lo u d e st am ong  th o se  B u lg arian  
revivalist ac tiv ists , w ho h a d  u n d e r ta k e n  th e  ta sk  of "awakening" and  
s treng then ing  the national "consciousness". One shou ld  no te the peculiar 
am bigu ity  an d  in n e r in co n sis ten cy  In th e  position  of m any  B ulgarian

4 4  SLAVEIKOV, P. R. “D n e sh n o to  sü s to ia n ie ”, C h ita lish te ,  3 , 1 (1872), 3 1 -3 2  
(rep rin ted  in: SLAVEIKOV, P. R. S B.chineniia. Vol. 7, Sofia 1981, 3 3 0 -3 3 2 . O ne 
c a n  p o in t to a n a lo g o u s  w a rn in g s  b y  D. Voinikov, w ho re fe rs  to  som e m ore 
a d v a n c e d  n e ig h b o u rin g  p e o p le s  a s  neg ativ e  e x am p les : " th e  d e m o ra lisa tio n , 
s p re a d  b y  p se u d o -e d u c a te d  p e rso n s  am o n g  th e  co m m o n  peop le  c o n ta m in a te s  
every  no b le  feeling, in sp ire d  by  th e  re sp e c ta b le  folk tra d it io n  a n d  w ipes o u t 
every  m o ra l p re ce p t a n d  in s t ru c t io n  th a t  h a s  b e en  in c u lc a te d  e ith e r  in  th e  
school o r th e  c h u rch ."  - VOINIKOV, D. “Predgovor”, II.
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"en ligh teners” who were a t  once adm iring  of E u ropean  cu ltu re  (they were 
often them selves ed u ca ted  in  W estern  Europe) a s  well a s  being w orried 
by  the  "contam ination" of th e  people by it, sen sin g  in  it a  th re a t to the 
“m o ra ls” an d  th e  n a tio n a l “co n sc io u sn e ss”. The s itu a tio n  w as th e  m ore 
am b iguous d u e  to  the  fact th a t  an y  k ind  of “p ro g ress” w as expected  to 
com e precisely from E urope .45

This am biguous a ttitu d e  is fu rthe r revealed in  the  fact th a t it is seldom  or 
never th e  E u ro p e a n  in fluence itse lf  th a t  is c ritic ised , b u t  ra th e r  its  
superfic ia l a n d  "deformed" a d a p ta tio n , the  im p lem en ta tion  of only  the  
ap p earan ces, w ith  no ab so rp tio n  of th e  con ten ts . In th e  very term  "alia 
franga" (in the  F rench  m anner), one can  perceive the  im plication th a t  the 
copying of foreign vogues is aw kw ard an d  superficial, a  m ere ca rica tu re  of 
th e  im ita te d  p a t te rn .  T h u s  in  th e  th e a tre  p lay  "K riv o ra sb ra n a ta  
ts iv iliza ts ia"  (in tra n s la tio n : The M isap p ro p ria ted  C iv ilisa tion) D obri 
Voinikov aim s a t  sa tir is in g  exactly  su c h  an  o v ertu rn ed  concep t of the 
"E uropeanness", w here "the consequence is m is tak en ly  ta k e n  to  be the 
cause , the  reflection to be the  light itself, an d  th e  ap p earan ce  to be the  
essence", "the vogue is s u b s t i tu te d  for th e  c iv ilisa tion" .46 There are 
n u m ero u s o ther exam ples of sa tirising  the  m isu n d erstan d in g  of E u ropean  
civilisation by assum ing  m an n ers  an d  fashions only.47 One m ay ask  oneself 
w h e th e r  th e  c ritiq u e  rea lly  ta rg e te d  m erely  th e  “defo rm ities" of the  
civilising influence, or w hether it feared th a t an y  influence m ight sh a tte r  
th e  g row ing  n a t io n a l  s e lf -c o n s c io u s n e s s .  G iven th e  h ig h  a n d  
u nquestionab le  prestige of Europe, the  only way to exp ress th e ir  concern

45 As R aym ond C rew  righ tly  p o in ts  ou t, it is  b ecau se  n a tio n a lism  h a s  co n ta in ed
“a  p ro m ise  o f m o d e rn isa tio n ” th a t  th e  ideology of n a tio n a l id en tity  h a d  to  define 
i ts  re la tio n s h ip  to th e  c o sm o p o litan  c la im s  of th e  E n lig h te n m e n t, lib e ra lism , 
etc. The re la tio n sh ip  of n a tio n a l id en tity  to th e  larg e r u n ity  of E u ro p ea n  c u ltu re  
co u ld  th u s  becom e a  v ita l p ra c tic a l a s  well a s  in te lle c tu a l c o n ce rn  in  C en tra l 
(and  E as te rn ) E urope. See CREW, R. “The C o n stru c tio n  of N a tional Id en tity ”, in: 
B o e rn e r , P. (ed.) C o n c ep ts  o j  N a tio n a l Id e n ti ty .  B a d e n -B a d e n :  N o m o s
V erlag sg ese llsch aft, 1986, 3 7 -3 8 .
4 6  VOINIKOV, D. “Predgovor”, I-II. The p lay  itse lf th o u g h  is so m ew h a t shallow , 
r id ic u lin g  th in g s  like  th e  w e a rin g  of fa sh io n a b le  c lo th e s , p a y in g  m u n d a n e  
c o m p lim e n ts  to  w o m en , th e  u s e  o f F re n c h  w o rd s  a n d  p h r a s e s  in  th e  
co n v ersa tio n s , d a n c in g  m o d ern  d an ces , e tc . a s  a  deform ed u n d e rs ta n d in g  of th e  
E u ro p ea n  civilisation.
4 7 KARAVELOV, L. “O tivat p a te ta ,  a  se  v ru s h ta t  g u sk i”, N e z a v is im o s t ,  4 ,13  
(J a n u a ry  12, 1874), re p rin te d  in: KARAVELOV, L. Siib ra n i SH chineniia . Vol. 5, 
Sofia, 1985. S laveikov 's poem  "Konteto" a n d  h is  com edy "M alakov" a s  well a s  R. 
Z h in z ifo v 's  p o em  "Na In o z em e tsa "  w ere  w r i t te n  w ith  th e  s a m e  s a t ir ic a l  
in te n tio n .
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w ith  th e  E u ro p ean  influence w as to lam en t its  deficient im plem entation . 
Again, we find a n  inner sp lit an d  u n eas in ess  in  a ttitu d es, arising  from the 
fact th a t “E uropeanness" is  desirab le an d  feared all a t once, desirable for 
som e reasons, while feared for o thers.

Not only th e  "aping" of th e  foreign a t th e  expense of the  native b u t even 
th e  s tr iv in g  to w a rd s  so m e  s o r t  of u n iv e r s a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s  
("cosm opolitan ism ") is so m e tim es felt to  be in co m p atib le  w ith  th e  
n a tio n a l feeling a n d  iden tity . A som ew hat c a su is t ic  com prom ise w as 
attem pted  betw een the "values" of the national an d  the universal, and also 
betw een the  national goals an d  the  liberal dem ocratic  ones, by affirm ing 
how ever th e  p rio rity  of th e  n a tio n a l. H ere is a  very  c h a ra c te r is tic  
s ta tem en t of th is  kind:

The so -called  co sm opo litans , th a t  is  th o se  w ho a re  a sp ir in g  to a n  equal civil ru le  
for all th e  w orld , have  la te ly  p ro c la im ed  th em se lv es  a g a in s t th e  love of th e  
fa th e rla n d . Every  good m an  c a n n o t b u t  w ish  for th e  p ro sp e rity  o f a n  eq u a l civil 
ru le , b u t  isn 't  it too early  yet for m a n k in d  to a tte m p t th is  leap  a n d  w hy do we 
have to w ait for th e  ou tcom e of th e  efforts u n d e r ta k e n  to th a t  p u rp o se . B esides, 
we th in k  th a t  in  o rd e r to  go th a t  far, one h a s  to p a s s  f irs t th ro u g h  love for the  
fa th e rla n d  a n d  for o n e 's  ow n people, no t th e  o th e r w ay  ro u n d ; a n d  for su re , th en  
how  m ay  h e  ex p erien ce  love for th e  w hole w orld  a n d  for a ll m en , w ho h a s  no t 
lea rn ed  to love h is  fa th e rla n d  a n d  h is  ow n people in  th e  firs t p lace?4 8

C haracteristic  of th is  s ta tem en t is no t only th e  affirm ation of the  priority  
of th e  n a tio n a l over the  civil an d  un iversa l, b u t the  fact th a t  th ese  are 
experienced as  opposing an d  scarcely  com patib le values. The s ta tem en t 
is revealing therefore of a  specific s itu a tio n  an d  clim ate of opinion, w here 
national liberation is a  priority task.

The gap  b e tw een  th e  "consum eris t"  a s p ira t io n s  a n d  th e  econom ic 
capac ities of the  B u lgarian  society h a s  also  been  no ted  a  long tim e ago. 
There is a n  aw areness th a t in  the lack  of a  stab le  econom ic b ase  for the 
sa tisfaction  of consum erist desires, the ir p u rsu it m ay have ru in o u s effects:

B ecau se  th e  E u ro p ea n s  have  th is  all a n d  live th a t  way, so we sh o u ld , In o rder to 
be civ ilised  people like th em , have the  sam e  a n d  live in  th e  sam e  m an n e r. B u t

4® “D lu z h n o stta  i g ra z h d a n in u t”, C hita lish te, 3, 3, (1872), 335-336 .
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th e  E u ro p e a n s  know  how  to b u ild  fac to rie s  a n d  p ro d u c e  v a r io u s  n ice , sh in y , 
b e au tifu l th in g s . W hat re m a in s  for u s  Is ju s t  to b u y  th em  a t a  very h igh  price  a n d  

to w ear th em . A nd th e n  th ey  a lso  know  how  to  b u ild  s team -p ro p e lled  sh ip s  a n d  
ra ilro ad s; for u s , on  th e  co n tra ry , it only re m a in s  to p ay  to  th em .49

B ulgaria  w as libera ted  from th e  O ttom an dom ination  a s  a  re su lt of the 
R u ssian -T u rk ish  w ar In 1877-1878. This fact in c reased  the  p restige of 
R u s s ia  am o n g  b ro ad  s t r a ta  o f th e  B u lg a rian  soc ie ty  in  th e  y ea rs  
im m edia te ly  following th e  libe ration . The b u ild ing  of th e  in d e p en d e n t 
B ulgarian  s ta te  an d  the  whole su b seq u en t h isto ry  of B ulgaria a re  m arked 
by the  com petition  betw een several p references an d  o rien ta tio n s in  the 
foreign policy. The p ro -R u ssian  o rien ta tion  w as soon  co u n terac ted  by  a 
p ro -E u ro p ea n  one. D ecisive for th e  p revalence of one o r ien ta tio n  or 
an o th er a t  a  m ost general level were su c h  factors an d  considerations as 
the  move tow ards in d u stria lism  an d  m odern isation : the  E u ropean  s ta te s  
had  m uch  m ore to offer in  th is  respect th a n  R ussia, th e  stra teg ies for the 
so lu tion  of the  "national question" (especially concern ing  M acedonia), etc. 
The com petition betw een the  E u ropean  "great powers" for influence over 
th e  B a lkans h a d  a s  its  co u n te rp a rt th e  sp lit in  th e  preferences of th e  
B ulgarian  political elites a s  to w hich w as the  m ost su itab le  ally.49 50 In order 
to  gain  the  su p p o rt of th e  B u lgarian  political elites in  the ir favour, th e  
v a r io u s  "g rea t pow ers" p u r s u e d  su c h  s tra te g ie s  a s  o ffering  th e m  
ed u ca tio n a l o p p o rtu n itie s  ab ro ad , th e  "p ro paganda” of th e ir  respective 
"cultures" in  B ulgaria; they  also  exerted  an  econom ic influence or d irect 
political p ressu re  a t certa in  m om ents (e. g. on th e  eve of th e  World Wars). 
The p ro -E uropean  o rien ta tion  of B u lgaria  reach ed  its  f irs t p eak  d u rin g  
th e  ru le of S tam bolov (prim e m in iste r from 1887 to  1893) who cata lysed  
th e  m o d e rn isa tio n  p ro c e sse s  in  th e  co u n try . W ith in  th e  E u ro p e an

4 9  VOINIKOV, D. “Predgovor”, I; A lso SLAVEIKOV, P. R. “De sm e  i k a k  sm e?", 
G a id a , 3 , 7 (April 1, 1866), re p rin ted  in: Slaveikov, P. R. Suchinen iia  v 8  tom a. 
Vol. 5, Sofia, 1980, 229.
5 0  in  a  sm a ll a n d  com p ara tiv e ly  w eak  s ta te  su c h  a s  B u lg aria , th e  o r ien ta tio n  
to w ard s one "great power" or a n o th e r  h a s  alw ays b een  of p rim ary  im p o rtan ce , a n  
is su e  th a t  h a s  s tro n g ly  d iv ided  th e  po litica l e lites a n d  so m e tim es se rv ed  a s  a  
decisive  d e m a rc a tio n  line  b e tw een  th e  p a r tie s . A lm ost every  "great power" h a d  
a m o n g  th e  B u lg a ria n  po litica l p a r tie s  a n d  p o litic ian s i ts  ad v o ca te s  ("phili", e. g. 
fran co p h ili, g e rm an o p h ili, ang loph ili, ru sso p h ili)  a n d  its  o p p o n e n ts  ("phobi"). It 
is  in te re s t in g  to  w h a t e x te n t th e  p o litica l life in  a  sm a ll s ta te  c a n  c o n s t itu te  
i ts e lf  in  o r ien ta tio n  to w ard s o u ts id e  facto rs. The room  for in d ep e n d en t n a tio n a l 
po lic ies w as ra th e r  re s tr ic te d  u n d e r  th e se  co n d itio n s, a n d  a t  tim es it c o n sis ted  
in  sim ply  ch o o sin g  th e  "right" ally. All th is  is  qu ite  typ ica l for a n  in te rn a tio n a l 
s i tu a t io n  of co m p e titio n  b e tw een  n a tio n a lis tic  "great pow ers", e ac h  a sp ir in g  to  
b u ild  i ts  ow n colon ies a n d  "zones of in te rest".
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o rien ta tio n  itself, th e re  w ere th e  p references for one "great power" or 
ano ther, w ith the tendency  of G erm any to  prevail over the others.

Q uite u n d e rs ta n d ab ly  afte r w h a t h a s  b een  said  above, th e  m ore or less 
un ified  im age of E u ro p e  receded  an d  w as eclipsed  by  n o tio n s  a b o u t 
particu la r E uropean  countries, the  "great powers" in p articu la r.51 One can  
m ake m ore or less ju stified  a sse rtio n s  ab o u t the  presence of p a rticu la r  
coun tries in  popular rep resen ta tions, an d  abou t th e  changes in  th e  course 
of tim e. O ne m ay seek  for in d ire c t co n firm a tio n  in  th e  n u m b e r of 
B ulgarians who stud ied  or specialised abroad, the  activities of the  foreign 
c u ltu ra l m issions, c e n tre s  a n d  fo u n d a tio n s, or in  th e  sp rea d  of the  
respective languages in  B u lgarian  society. It shou ld  be no ted  th a t in  the 
absence of in s titu tio n s  of h igher learn ing  in  B ulgaria un til the  end  of the 
n in e tee n th  cen tu ry , th e  first g en e ra tio n s of th e  "intelligentsia" (which 
form ed th e  po litica l a n d  c u l tu ra l  elites) s tu d ie d  ab ro ad , m ain ly  in  
Germ any, F rance an d  R ussia. It seem s quite n a tu ra l th a t on the ir re tu rn  
they shou ld  preserve co n tac ts  ab road  and  sym path ies w ith  the coun tries 
w here they  were educated , the  m ore so as  th is  w as a n  im p o rtan t source 
of p restige for them . In an  in te restin g  essay  the  literary  h is to ria n  and  
critic  B oian  P enev  co m p ares  th e  in te lle c tu a l s ty le s  a n d  m a n n e rs  
developed by  B u lg arian  g ra d u a te s  of sch o larly  in s t itu tio n s  in  m ajor 
E u ro p e an  c o u n trie s , recogn ising  th u s  th e  s tre n g th  of th e  form ative 
influence of the various E uropean  cu ltu ra l and  educational trad itions.52

In considering  the  “im ages” of th e  various E u ro p ean  s ta te s  in  B ulgaria, 
one shou ld  n o t u n d e re s tim a te  th e  im portance of the  ex isting  econom ic 
or political ties. T hus the  growing econom ic and  political dependence on 
G erm any in  th e  in te rw ar period ac co u n ts  for its  c u ltu ra l p resence  in 
B ulgaria  a s  w ell.53 However su c h  a  correla tion  shou ld  be accepted  w ith

51 O ne m ay  a sk  in  th is  co n tex t th e  q u estio n  a b o u t w h a t h a p p en e d  to th e  im age 
of th e  "East" from  th e  Revivalist c o n tra s t. The T u rk ish  O rien t w as p u sh e d  to  Asia 
M inor, e sp ec ia lly  a fte r  th e  B a lk a n  w a rs  o f 1 9 1 2 -1 9 1 3 , a lth o u g h  n o t en tire ly  
c h a se d  aw ay  from  E u ro p e . After th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f th e  B u lg a ria n  s ta te  th e  
a tt i tu d e  to w ard s  th e  “O rien t” lo st som e of i ts  negative  load ing , a n d  It b ecam e 
even  po ss ib le  for th e  "O riental" to r e tu rn  to B u lg aria  a s  a n  In te llec tu a l vogue - 
fairy ta le s  from  th e  E as t, p h ilo sophy  from  th e  E as t, E a s te rn  a r t, etc.
5 2  PENEV, B. “N a sh a ta  in te lig e n ts ia ”, Z la torog , 5, 1 (1924), 6-9; PENEV, B. 
“Uvod v b u lg a rs k a ta  l i te ra tu ra  s led  osvobozhdenleto", G odlshn ik  n a  U niversiteta  
So. K lim ent O hridski - Sofia  (lstoriko-F ilologicheskl F akultet). Vol. 38, 42-43 .
53  N. G enchev  d a te s  th e  in c re ase  o f th e  G e rm an  Influence in  B u lg aria  from  th e  
e n d  of th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  o n w ard s - see  GENCHEV, N. B u lg a rsk a ta  ku ltu ra  
XV-XIX v.. 272.
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qualifications. The no tions an d  stereotypes, once created  in  th e  cu ltu ra l 
"consciousness" an d  in troduced  in  the  public d iscourses, ten d  to  develop 
th e ir  own "logic" an d  to p o ssess  a  certa in  inertia . And th e  ex istence of a 
c e r ta in  "image" of a  s ta te  is  n o t n ec essa rily  co n n ec ted  w ith  s tro n g  
econom ic or cu ltu ra l re la tio n s - it m ay be due to its  high in te rn a tio n a l 
prestige, a s  in  the  case w ith  the  U. S. A. It is n o t only th e  "presence" of 
one coun try  or an o th er in  the  B ulgarian  cu ltu ra l space  th a t  m atte rs , b u t 
w hat exactly it w as know n for. T hus the prestige of G erm any in  B ulgaria 
w as b ased  p rim arily  on its  techn ica l and  o rg an isa tio n a l ach ievem ents, 
while F rance w as fam ous for its artistic  and  c u ltu ra l life. As for th e  tim e 
dim ension, one m ay say  in  general (although th is  need s specific research) 
th a t the  F rench  influence over the B ulgarian  c u ltu ra l elites p receded all 
o ther in fluences an d  had  its  roots in  the  Revival period. 54 Since the  tu rn  
of the cen tu ry  it h a s  been gradually  replaced by a  G erm an predom inance.

The various E uropean  na tions cam e to be know n in  B ulgaria for peculiar 
tra i ts  an d  m entalities, for ce rta in  ch a rac te ris tic s  o f th e ir  social life, etc. 
W hile  m o s t o f th e s e  seem  to  r e p r e s e n t  s te re o ty p e d , m u tu a l  
rep resen ta tio n s of th e  E u ropean  n a tio n s  in cu rren cy  betw een them , they 
w ere tra n sp o rte d  to B ulgaria  an d  en riched  by B u lgarian  experiences.55 
Boian Penev is again  the  au th o r of a n  in teresting  a ttem p t - a lthough  quite 
d ub ious a s  the  u n d ertak in g  itself - to ch arac terise  th e  R ussian , G erm an, 
F rench  an d  E nglish  m en tality  an d  cu ltu re . I will ren d e r a t  som e leng th  
th is  descrip tion  w hich also  show s som e evidence of a  p ro -F rench  bias. 
The G erm ans are characterised  a s  having a strong  will, a  singu lar capacity  
for o rgan isa tion  an d  order; they  are endow ed w ith  p u rp o sefu ln e ss  an d  
d iscip line of th e  m ind, en d u ra n ce  an d  patience, s tu b b o rn n e s s  in  work. 
T his will, a s  is po in ted  ou t, is  som etim es tran sfo rm ed  in to  a  b lind  
m e c h a n ic a l fo rce. The G erm a n  n a tio n  d o es  n o t p o s s e s s  a  live 
tem peram ent or sense  of hum our; it h a s  a  sluggish psyche, slow reactions 
an d  a  clum sy w ay of talking. "The German" m echan ises an d  program s his 
life to th e  sm a lle s t de ta ils , h a s  a  tim e sch ed u le  for everything, an d  
ac c o m p lish e s  h is  ta s k s  in  a  c o n sc ie n tio u s  m a n n e r . He is  ra th e r

5 4  GENCHEV, N. Frantsia  v bulgarskoto dukhovno  v S zra zh d a n e .
5 5  The m ain ly  negative  re p re se n ta tio n s  th a t  every n a tio n  is  fo rm ing  of o th e rs , 
e sp ec ia lly  o f i ts  n e ig h b o u rs , a re  te rm ed  by O res t R a n u m  “c o u n te r  id en titie s" . 
See RANUM, O. “C o u n te r-Id e n titie s  o f W este rn  E u ro p ea n  N a tio n s in  th e  E arly- 
M o d e rn  P eriod : D e fin itio n s  a n d  P o in ts  of D e p a r tu re ”, in : B o e rn er, P. (ed.) 
C oncepts o f  N ational Iden tity , 63 -7 8 .
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uncom m unicative, asocia l an d  apolitical, an d  feels m ost com fortable in  
the  sphere  of h is  persona l an d  dom estic life. As a  scholar, "the German" 
dem onstra tes tho roughness , he is didactic an d  system atic  an d  w rites in  a  
d ry  an d  arid  m anner, u sing  a  lot of cita tions an d  references. This lim its 
the  im agination  an d  poetic feeling, re s tra in s  liberty an d  the  im m ediacy of 
the  language, an d  h in d e rs  th e  a u th o r 's  originality. The G erm an "spirit" is 
p a r tic u la r ly  p ro d u c tiv e  in  th e  rea lm  of d ia lec tic s  a n d  sp ecu la tiv e  
p h ilo so p h y , w ith  th e ir  c h a ra c te r is tic  a b s tr a c tn e s s  a n d  c o n c ep tu a l 
"purity". B u t it is th e  inclination  tow ards m ysticism  an d  m etaphysics th a t 
lies a t the base  of deep G erm an m usic.

"The F renchm an", in  Boian P enev 's descrip tion , p o sse sse s  a  strong ly  
developed feeling of social so lidarity  a n d  is very com m unicative. The 
F ren ch  "spirit" is co sm opo litan  an d  u n iv e rsa l, th e re  is  no  feeling of 
su p e rio rity  tow ards lower social s t r a ta  or o th e r  n a tio n s . The F rench  
tem p eram en t is live, receptive, open to th e  world an d  easily  excitable. 
F renchm en are especially well-known for the ir sense  of hum our, for irony 
an d  self-irony, for the ir perceptiveness an d  refined ta s te s , the  noblesse of 
th e ir  m oeurs, the ir elegance a n d  d istinction , a n d  also  for th e ir  creative 
im agination an d  resourcefu lness, ta len ts  an d  originality. W ithout being as  
m ethodical a s  th e  G erm an, "the F renchm an" is  capab le  of m aking lucky 
guesses an d  in tu itio n s in science and  philosophy. There is fu rtherm ore, 
th e  well-known F rench  rationalism  and  p rac tica l sense, w hich m ay resu lt 
in  a  self-conceited sobriety, in  a  cu lt of th e  ra tio  an d  asse rtio n  of the 
p rio rity  of th e  u se fu l an d  rea so n ab le  over th e  tra n sc e n d e n t. F rench  
in te llectualism  values sim ple an d  clear way of reason ing  m ost highly and  
prefers clarity  to depth; it a im s to reduce th e  m ost com plicated issu es  to 
sim ple explanations, rem oves the  superfluous an d  is able to express itself 
w ith economy, by h in ting , especially in  poetry. All th is  is possible due to 
the  q ualities of the  F rench  language, w hich is a  paragon  of clarity  an d  
co n cre ten ess  an d  is con tem poraneously  su b tle  an d  strong, concise an d  
colourful. The F ren ch m an  does n o t experience a  need for m etaphysics 
an d  for m ysticism , and  he did no t create m usic com parable in  dep th  w ith 
th a t of the  G erm ans. The ra tio  is m ore im portan t to  him  th a n  m orality. 
B u t F rench  w itticism  m ay change into frivolity an d  the  inconstancy  of the 
F renchm en , th e ir  p u rsu it  of d iversions, the ir self-conceit an d  p roneness 
to adven tu re are som ew hat excessive.
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C harac teris tic  of England is th e  sp irit of freedom , prac tica l activism  and  
e n tre p re n e u r ism . "The E n g lish m a n * 1' is f ra n k  an d  in d e p e n d e n t; he 
c o n su lts  only  h is  own com m itm en ts an d  m orals; he is p rag m atic  an d  
ad a p ts  easily to the su rro u n d in g  world. As a  scholar he refuses dogm atism  
an d  p laces em pirical know ledge above everything else; he does no t like 
excessive theorising , a b s tra c t ideas an d  preconceived schem es, an d  h a s  
no ta s te  for m etaphysics; a s  a  ph ilosopher he is pragm atic, rela tiv ist an d  
p lu ralist.56

Q uite u nderstandab ly , it w as m ainly the  in te llectuals th a t reflected on th e  
m e n ta lit ie s  o f th e  d iffe ren t E u ro p e a n  n a t io n s  (d u b io u s  a s  th e se  
genera lisa tions were) an d  on th e  pecu liarities of the  respective cu ltu res . 
While it can  in  no  way be verified w hether they  took over an d  e laborated  
widely sh a re d  po p u la r rep re se n ta tio n s  ab o u t various E u ro p ean  n a tio n s  
an d  cu ltu res , it c a n  be assu m ed  th a t  a t leas t som e stereo typed  im ages 
w ere c u rre n t an d  widely sh a red . There w ere th u s  the  p o p u la r  no tions 
ab o u t G erm an punctuality , discipline an d  organisational abilities, F rench  
h u m o u r an d  im agination, E nglish  pragm atism  an d  en trep ren eu ria l sp irit, 
etc.

One m ay p e rh a p s  d ifferen tia te  fu rth e r  betw een "perceptions" of E urope 
am ong  d iffe ren t soc ia l s t r a ta  in  th e  B u lg a rian  society . In  a  very  
hypo the tical m a n n er one m ay a ssu m e  th a t before the  T.V., E urope w as 
m u ch  m ore accessib le to m em bers of the richer c lasses  who could  afford 
to  s tu d y  or travel th e re  a s  to u ris ts , while th e  experience of th e  wide 
p e a sa n t s t r a ta  h a rd ly  w en t beyond  th e  ad m ira tio n  for som e tool or 
m achinery , im ported from E urope (Germany, A ustro-H ungary  or England, 
etc.) th a t  th ey  hap p en ed  to see. Any knowledge of E urope depended  of 
cou rse  on the  in ten sity  of th e  con tac t an d  on th e  p a rticu la r  in te re s t or 
perspective  of th e  p e rso n  experienc ing  it. T ou ris t im p re ss io n s  or th e  
in te re s t in  bying fash ionab le  c lo thes or fu rn itu re  in  som e of th e  larger 
E u ro p ean  cities is one th ing , ob ta in ing  one 's education  in  E urope an d  
m a in ta in in g  p e rso n a l c o n ta c ts  a f te rw a rd s  is  so m e th in g  e lse . The 
E u ropean  s ta te s  ap p ear in  a  very different way w hen  looked th ro u g h  th e  
lenses  of econom ic, political or m ilitary collaboration or com petition.

5 6  PENEV, B. “N a sh a ta  in te lig e n ts ia ”, 11-19; For a n o th e r  a tte m p t to p in p o in t 
som e n a tio n a l p a rticu la ritie s  o f scientific  th in k in g , see  also: ILIEV, A. "N arodnost
i k u l tu ra ”, B u lg a rska  mis&l, 10, 7-8 (1935), 449-450 .
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The en richm ent of the  no tions ab o u t p articu la r E u ropean  coun tries in  the 
period betw een  1878-1944  did no t exclude th e  coexistence of no tions 
an d  "images" of E urope a s  a  whole. In th is  “totalising" tendency  E urope 
stood for m odernity  in  its  various d im ensions. There again  appeared  the 
topic of the  technological an d  in d u s tria l p rogress of E urope, w hich w as 
trea ted  w ith adm iration  on th e  one hand , an d  fears ab o u t the  fate of the 
trad itional B ulgarian  crafts  an d  ab o u t th e  possibilities for developm ent of 
n a tio n a l in d u strie s  on  the o ther. E urope now ap peared  in  th e  role of a 
very  d a n g e ro u s  com petito r, w h ich  w as to be k ep t aw ay by  v ario u s  
p r o te c tio n is t  m e a s u re s .  T he v a r io u s  E u ro p e a n  in v e n tio n s  a n d  
ach ievem ents were now followed very closely. There w as a  strong  in te rest 
in  new  techno log ies, in  law  a n d  social in s t itu tio n s , in  politica l an d  
p h ilo so p h ica l ideas, in  a r t  t re n d s , etc. The fu n c tio n in g  of v a rio u s  
in s t itu tio n s  an d  id e as  in  th e  E u ro p e an  co u n trie s  w as described  an d  
com pared , in  o rder to  choose an d  borrow  w h a t seem ed to  be m ost 
su itab le for the B ulgarian conditions and  trad itions.57

The a lre a d y -m e n tio n e d  "E u ro p e a n isa tio n "  of th e  B u lg arian  society  
received a  fu rth e r  im p e tu s  d u r in g  th e  period  1878-1944 . As Boris 
T richkov testified  a b o u t th e  f irs t y ea rs  a fte r th e  re s to ra tio n  of the  
independen t sta te :

...it (that is, the European influence) reached the strength of a hurricane, which 
shattered all the foundations of our peculiar way of life. This was the epoch 
when the foreign was a master and a cult for us, with zero activity on our part. ... 
This was the epoch of the caricature in our country, an epoch which made Aleko 
give up his pleasant "fare niente", in order to create the great caricature of the 
Bulgarian in an European light: an epoch which later provided so rich a food for 
the talent of Alexander Bozhinov: an  epoch which continuously aroused the 
indignation and the satire of Stoian Michailovski...58 5

5 7 The experience of Europe with various issues such as the organisation of 
elections, local administration, social laws (insurance, working hours, women s 
and children's labour, etc.), pensions, the functioning of the courts and justice, 
the system of taxes and tax-collection, medical assistance and "social hygiene", 
etc., were treated extensively in numerous articles in the influential Bulgarian 
journals: "Archiv za stopanska i sotsialna politika", “Spisanie na bulgarskoto 
ikonomichesko druzhestvo", "Demokraticheski pregled", "luridicheski Pregled", 
"Spisanie na iuridicheskoto druzhestvo v Sofia", etc.
5® TRICHKOV, B. “Pred istinski natsionalen izgrev", Zlatorog, 2, 1 and 2 (1921), 
53-54.
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The com plete s u r re n d e r  to  th e  E u ro p ean  in flu en ces c o n s titu te d , a s  
po in ted  ou t by N. A gunski, the ch arac teris tic  tra it of th e  second  active 
generation  afte r the  liberation , th a t  is of people b o rn  a  little before or a  
little afte r th e  lib e ra tio n .59 "E uropean isa tion" a s su m e d  v a rio u s  form s. 
F ash ion , perfum es, fu rn itu re  (and la ter au tom obiles) w ere all im ported  
from E urope. The h o u se s  w ere fu rn ished  in  a  E u ro p ean  m an n er, w ith 
cu p b o ard s, sofas an d  cu ttle ry  replacing th e  O rien ta l style of hom e-m ade 
ca rp e ts , pillows, low tab les , e tc., an d  often b o u g h t w ith  ru in o u s  loans. 
In d ig en o u s  p ro d u c ts  w ere a t  th e  sam e tim e c u ltu ra lly  d eb a se d  a s  
"paysan", "unrefined" a n d  “vu lgar" .60 W hat w as com ing from  E urope 
becam e on th e  con trary  a  sign of d istinguished ta s te  an d  high cu ltu re .61

B esides borrow ing objects, th e re  w as a  "E uropeanisation" of the  style of 
life. The rich  an d  th e  educated , th e  newly form ed B u lgarian  bourgeois 
c lasse s , w ere lea rn in g  m u n d a n e  m a n n e rs  from  E u ro p e .62 W ords an d  
expressions from som e E uropean  languages, especially from French, were 
in troduced  in  the  social d iscourse  of the educated  an d  the h igher classes,

AGUNSKI, N. "Trite p oko len iia”, A rhiv  za  s to p a n sk a  i so ts ia ln a  po litika , 12, 4 
(1937) 2 3 6 -2 4 4 . H ere a re  som e ty p ica l c ita tio n s  from  it: "S u d d en ly  c o n fro n ted  
w ith  th e  g lam o u r o f E u ro p e , a fte r  th e  d raw ing  of th e  b lac k  c u r ta in  o f  serfdom , 
th e  so n s  o f sh e p h e rd s  a n d  c ra ftsm en  cou ld  no t b u t  be ch arm ed  a n d  dazzled." (p. 
241), "The W est w as th e  idol of th e  lead in g  p a r t  o f  th e  seco n d  active  B u lg arian  
gen era tio n . It w as a  p a rag o n  for b lin d  im ita tion  a n d  e n d le ss  copying to a n  ex ten t 
o f re jecting  every th ing  B u lg arian  a n d  feeling a sh a m e d  of it." (p. 242).
6 0  PETKANOV, K. " B u lg a rs k a ta  in te lig e n ts ia  k a to  ro z h b a  i o tr i ts a n ie  n a  
b u lg a rsk o to  se lo”, F ilosofski p reg led , 4. 2 (1932), 132. The s itu a tio n  w a s  ju s t  th e  
sam e  even  before th e  lib e ra tio n , a s  a tte s te d  by P. S laveikov 's w ords: "We seem  
to  be  a d o re rs  o f ev ery th in g  foreign  a n d  co n sid e r w h a t h a s  b e en  p ro d u c e d  a t  
hom e to be  low a n d  u n su ita b le . O u r cu s to m s a n d  h a b its  a re  be ing  d isc a rd e d  a n d  
rep laced  by  th in g s  foreign. O u r c lo th es a n d  co stu m es seem  to u s  ugly a n d  we are  
rep lac in g  th em  by E u ro p ea n  ob jec ts. O ur fu rn itu re  seem s u n su ita b le  a n d  we are  
o rd e rin g  ev e ry th in g  we n eed  from  E u ro p e  - SLAVE1KOV, P. R. "B u lg a rsk a  
n a ro d n a  izlozhba", C h ita lish te ,  4 , 10 (1874), r e p rin te d  in: SLAVEIKOV, P. R. 
Suchineniia  u 8  toma. Voi. 7. Sofia. 1981. 362.
6 1 KARIMA, a . S p o m en i o t s ta ra  S o fia . Sofia, 1943, 17 a n d  27 . T here  a re  
n u m e ro u s  s c a tte re d  te s tim o n ie s , o ften  iro n ica lly  tre a te d ,  o f th is  p e rc e p tio n  
h e ld in g  in  h igh  esteem  w h a t is com ing from  E urope, a s  in  MARS. E. G resh n itsa .. 
24  a n d  25.
52  The fam o u s B u lg arian  sa tir is t  Aleko K onstan tinov  gives a n  iron ic  a c c o u n t of a  
p ro v in cia l ball: KONSTANTINOV, A. “Na ed in  p ro v in ts ia len  b a l (pu tn i belezhki)", 
in: K o n stan tin o v , A. SUbrani sK ch inen iia . Vol. 4, Sofia, 1981, 194 a n d  196 in  
p a r tic u la r . T he m ore o r le s s  su c c e ss fu l im ita tio n  of m u n d a n e  m a n n e rs  is a n  
o b jec t o f sa tir ic a l  re m a rk s  in  n u m e ro u s  B u lg arian  com ed ies, s ta r tin g  w ith  the  
a lre ad y -m en tio n ed  p lay  “K riv o razb ran a ta  tsiliv izatsia" by  Voinikov. It sh o u ld  be 
n o ted  th a t  E u ro p e a n  m a n n e rs  u su a lly  ap p ea red  a s  r a th e r  s tra n g e  d u e  to th e  
su b s ta n tia l  d ifference be tw een  th em  a n d  th e  trad itio n a l B u lg arian  c u ltu re , w hich  
w as  stro n g ly  "O rien ta lised ” d u rin g  th e  tim es of th e  T u rk ish  do m in a tio n .
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an d  th e ir  u se  began  to  co u n t a s  a  sign of d is tin c tio n .63 * Following the  
growing econom ic an d  social differentiation  of th e  B u lgarian  society, the 
"European" cu ltu re  (objects, m anners, w ords, etc.) acquired  a n  em inently 
m u n d a n e  m eaning, serving a s  a  m ark e r of social d istance , a  vehicle of 
social claim s an d  pretences.

D uring  th is  period a s  in  the  preced ing  one, the  d is to rted  w ay in  w hich 
the  E uropean  civilisation w as understo o d  an d  appropria ted , w as again  a  
ta rg e t of sa tirica l depiction. Aleko K onstan tinov 's fam ous w ork of fiction 
"Bai Ganio" (especially its first part: Bai G anio trave ls th ro u g h  Europe) 
p re se n ts  an  u n su rp a s s e d  sa tire  of a  superfic ial (and deform ed) way of 
perceiving E urope an d  of the  inability  to genuinely assim ila te  its  cultu re. 
In  th e  firs t p a r t of th is  book th e  m ain  p ro tag o n is t - G anio, a  p e tty  
B ulgarian  trader, is travelling th rough  Europe. He finds him self in various 
s itu a tio n s  w here he ac ts  in  an  in ad eq u a te  (and funny) way, bypassing  
civilised E u ro p ean  conven tions an d  deceiving ex p ec ta tio n s w hile - it 
shou ld  be noted  - ac ting  on h is own cu ltu ra l assu m p tio n s  an d  p u rsu in g  
q u ite  con sis ten tly  h is  own se lf- in te re s ts .64  a  su rp ris in g  fact th a t goes 
co n tra ry  to th e  no d o u b t sa tir ica l in te n tio n s  of th e  a u th o r  is th a t the  
c h a ra c te r  an d  h is  co n d u c t have som etim es been  re in te rp re ted  in  the  
p o p u la r  p e rc ep tio n  a s  "positive” - w ise a n d  inven tive , fra n k  an d  
ou tspoken , etc. This m ay no t be the  righ t place for p resen tin g  my own 
views on th is  literary  ch a rac te r b u t one sou rce  of its  never d im in ish ing  
freshness in  th e  B ulgarian  perception  seem s to lie in  the  am biguity  of the 
a ttitu d e  tow ards E urope itself, rang ing  from adora tion  to refusal, w ith the 
possibility  for an  a b ru p t transfo rm ation . It is because  of th is  un certa in ty  
tow ards w h a t is ta k e n  a s  a  h ig h e s t ideal an d  a n  u ltim ate  m easu re  of 
civilisation, th a t  B ai G anio - th e  tra n sg re sso r  of th is  s ta n d a rd  - m ay 
appear to the  B ulgarians as  bo th  a  negative and  a  positive "hero" and the

63 O ne c an  find  a  lot o f foreign w ords a n d  p h ra se s  in  fiction  a n d  d ram a , a n d  a lso  
in  th e  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  b e tw een  h ig h ly  e d u c a te d  peo p le . In  one  of E v g en ia  
M a rs 's  d ra m a s  a  p ro ta g o n is t  sa y s: "As y o u  know , to  u s e  fo reign  w o rd s  is 
fa sh io n ab le  n o w ad ay s , o th erw ise  you  will be  co n sid e re d  ig n o ran t"  - MARS, E. 
M a g d a . Sofia, 1919, 29 . T his re m in d s  u s  o f th e  fu n c tio n in g  o f th e  F re n c h  
language  in  R u ss ia  In th e  n in e te en th  cen tu ry .
6 ^  A fam o u s co n tro v ersy  be tw een  B u lg arian  lite ra ry  c ritics  a ro se  a s  to w h e th er 
th e  m a in  p ro tag o n is t o f th e  book w as m e a n t a s  a  "social c h a rac te r" , th a t  is  a  
re p re se n ta tiv e  o f a  c e r ta in  so c ia l c la s s  ( th a t of th e  r is in g  b o u rg eo is ie , r a th e r  
ro u g h  a n d  unciv ilised  in  th e  in itia l period) o r a s  a  “n a tio n a l c h a ra c te r”, th a t  is 
“th e  B u lg arian "  a s  su c h . W hile in  re tro s p e c t  th is  se e m s to  b e  a n  ill-p o sed  
q u estio n , th e  p ro tag o n ist h a s  becom e a  k in d  of “n a tio n a l sym bol”, o ften  referred  
to in  d ep reca to ry  id en tifications.
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a ttitu d e  tow ards him  is never univocal; here lies the  possib ility  of (social 
or cu ltu ra l) revaluation . There a re  n u m e ro u s  m odes of self-identification  
w ith  th is  “c a r ic a tu re ” of the  p rocess of E u ro p ean isa tio n , an d  sham e is  
sim ply  th e  m ost stra ig h tfo rw ard  of these ; w h a t is  m ore, sh am e is n o t 
easily  su p p o rted  a n d  m ay tu r n  (in self-defense) in to  its  opposite . In  
identifying oneself w ith  the  p ro tagonist, one m ay n o t accep t the  a u th o r’s 
in ten tion  an d  a ttitu d e  because w hat is involved in  su c h  self-identifications 
a re  deep feelings of national pride an d  resen tm en t, capable of p roducing  
a m b ig u o u s  a t t i tu d e s , c o n tin u o s  re in te rp re ta t io n s , an d  a  m ovem ent 
betw een th e  extrem es.

B esid es becom ing  a n  ob ject of lite ra ry  sa tire , th e  im perfec tions of 
"E u ropean isa tion" d id  n o t go u n n o tic ed  by th e  social e s sa y is ts  an d  
em erging social science in  Bulgaria. One of the  first B ulgarian  sociologists 
- Ivan H adzhiiski - critic ises th e  u se  of the  signs of “E uropeanness" for 
th e  p u rp o se  of show ing off, snobb ism , false p re ten ces, e tc., especially  
am ong the  h igher c lasse s  an d  th e  ed u ca ted .65 a  strong  value elem ent is 
of course  con tained  in  all social ju d g em en ts  of th is  sort. While it is tru e  
th a t  w h a t w as conceived a s  "E uropean" fulfilled social fu n c tio n s  of 
p restige, th e  w hole period afte r th e  e s ta b lish m e n t of th e  in d e p en d e n t 
s ta te  can  be understood  in  a  m ore n eu tra l m anner a s  a n  effort on the p a rt 
of th e  e lites to d e p a r t from  tra d itio n a l w ays a n d  from th e  T u rk ish - 
"O riental" in fluence in  o rder to  ap p ro a ch  E u ro p e an  cu ltu re , a n  effort 
rang ing  from superfic ial im itation  to deeper an d  m ore se rio u s a ttem p ts  
tow ards the  appropriation  of E uropean  values an d  cu ltu ra l trends.

As du ring  th e  Revival period, the  d isparity  betw een th e  copying of foreign 
consum ption  sty les w ithout, however, developing the  foreign o rganisation  
of production  is noted, a s  in  the following passage, by  I. Hadzhiiski:

W h en  com ing  hom e from  a b ro a d  we b rin g  w ith  u s  so m e th in g  of sc ien ce  a n d  
technology , w ith o u t how ever b e in g  ab le  to  ta k e  w ith  u s  th e  in d u s tr ia l  se c re ts , 
c a p ita ls  a n d  m a rk e ts  o f th e  o th e rs . O ne th in g  we c e rta in ly  b rin g  b a ck  w ith  u s, 

nam ely  E u ro p ea n  ta s te s  in  life, a n d  th e  E u ro p ea n  p a tte rn s  o f spend ing : luxury , 
fash io n , jew ellery, decorative  g lam o u r a n d  v a rio u s  m ea n s  to  show  off. The h igher 65

65  HADZHIISKI, I. “A vtoritet, d o sto in stv o  i m a sk a ”, in: H adzhiisk i, I. S u c h in e n ia  
v d v a  toma. Vol. 1, Sofia, 1974, 4 5 2 -4 6 4 .

©
 T

he
 A

ut
ho

r(s
). 

Eu
ro

pe
an

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 In

st
itu

te
. 

D
ig

iti
se

d 
ve

rs
io

n 
pr

od
uc

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
EU

I L
ib

ra
ry

 in
 2

02
0.

 A
va

ila
bl

e 
O

pe
n 

Ac
ce

ss
 o

n 
C

ad
m

us
, E

ur
op

ea
n 

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 In

st
itu

te
 R

es
ea

rc
h 

R
ep

os
ito

ry
.
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s t r a ta  in  o u r  c o u n try  c a n  no d o u b t have  a ll th is  on  a  sm all sca le . The trag ed y  
b eg an  w h en  th e  in te llig en ts ia  o f th e  m iddle c la sse s  b eg an  to im ita te  them.®®

A n u m b er of a u th o rs  po in t to  th e  adverse social con seq u en ces of th e  
a sp ira tio n s  for a  E u ro p e an  sty le of life in  th e  ab sen ce  of com parab le  
resources. It is, a s  the  a rgum ent goes, the p u rsu it of the  h igher E uropean  
s ta n d a rd s  of living th a t  leads to  th e  deg rad atio n  of pub lic  m orals, to 
rendering  public life rough  an d  uncivilised; it is a t  least p artly  to blam e 
for th e  u n sc ru p u lo u s  po litical p a r tisa n sh ip  an d  th e  co rru p tio n  of the  
public officials, e tc .66 67 The b lam e for all th is  w as a ttr ib u ted  particu larly  to 
th e  r a th e r  w ide s tr a tu m  of p re su m a b ly  e d u c a te d  peop le ("quasi- 
intelligentsia") who were striving for a  post in  the  s ta te  a p p a ra tu s  by all 
m eans an d  a t any price, u sua lly  by becom ing ad h e ren ts  of som e political 
party .68

Following the  a lready -m en tioned  in itia l period of a  s trong  exposure  to 
E u ro p ean  in fluences an d  th e ir  u n critica l recep tion , th e re  a ro se  som e 
sc ep tic ism  a s  re g a rd e d  a ll th in g s  "foreign". The "E u ro p ean ised "  
in te lligen tsia  w as the  m ain  ca rrie r  of E u ro p ean  influences, an d  it even 
perceived  its e lf  a s  a  “K u ltu rtrae g g e r”, hav in g  a  sp ec ia l m issio n  in  
"E uropean ising" th e  B u lg arian  society. S m all w onder th e n  th a t  th e  
ac c u sa tio n s  w ere d irec ted  p rim arily  a g a in s t it, issu in g  from th e  m ore 
n a tio n a lis t-m in d e d  re p re se n ta tiv e s  of th is  sam e  in te llig en ts ia . The 
w idening gap betw een th e  E u ropean ised  B u lgarian  in te lligen tsia  on the 
one hand , the  "com m on people”, strongly  a ttac h ed  to  th e ir  trad itio n s on 
the  o ther, an d  th e  growing "alienation" of th e  in te lligen ts ia  from  the  
p re d o m in a n tly  p e a s a n t  so c ie ty  e n g e n d e re d  m u c h  c o n c e rn .69 The

6 6  HADZHIISKI, I. “O p tim is tic h n a  teo riia  za  n a s h iia  n a ro d ”. In: H adzh iisk i, I. 
Suchirieniia v d va  toma. Vol. 1, 43.
6 7  ibid; GULUBOV, K. O rn a m en ti (F ilosojski i titera turn i e se ta ). Sofia, 1934 
(cited from : D raganov, M. (ed.) N arodopsikhologiia  na  bulgarite. Antologiia. Sofia, 
1984, 56 7 -5 6 9 ).
66  The d isp ro p o rtio n a te ly  n u m e ro u s  " in te llig en ts ia" , th a t  is  a  p re d o m in an tly  
p ro le ta r ia n  s tr a tu m  of so m ew h at e d u c a te d  people , fo u n d  it d ifficult to find  a n  
ap p lic a tio n  of its  qu a lifica tio n s, b e c a u se  of th e  re s tr ic te d  n u m b e r o f s ta te  p o s ts  
on  th e  one h a n d , a n d  th e  in s ig n ifican t m a rk e t for in te lle c tu a l p ro d u c ts  on  th e  
o th er. In  th e  hope of o b ta in in g  a  Job, a  lot o f th e se  people form ed th e  cliente le  
of th e  po litica l p a rtie s  a n d  c o n tr ib u ted  to th e  d eg rad a tio n  of p u b lic  m orals. T his 
s ta te  o f a ffa irs  is  re flected  in  th e  negative  im age of th e  "q u asi-in te lligen tsia"  or 
th e  "su p erflu o u s in te lligen tsia" in  th e  p ub lic  d isco u rse  of th e  tim e. For a  n u m b er 
of re a so n s , p o st-co m m u n is t B u lgaria  seem s to b e  co n fro n tin g  a  sim ilar problem .
6 9  AGUNSKI, N. “T rite  p o k o len iia ”, 2 4 2 -2 4 3 . D ivorce b e tw een  "h ig h e r” (or 
"un iversal") a n d  p o p u la r  c u ltu re , a n d  th e  e n su in g  iso la tio n  of th e  e lites  from
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"Europeanised" in te lligen tsia  h a s  been  accu sed  of a ttack in g  religion an d  
underm in ing  in  th is  way the  folk morality b u t m ost of all of subverting  the 
national consciousness and  th e  national ideals.70

In som e ex trem e ca se s  th e  E u ro p ean  in fluence w as to ta lly  rejected  as  
unconditionally  harm fu l for B ulgarian  society. This po in t of view s tressed  
its  d isa s tro u s  effects u p o n  th e  au th e n tic  n a tio n a l cu ltu re , co n s tru c te d  
differently by  various a u th o rs  - a s  "folk"-ethnographic, Slav, orthodox  or 
m ystical, or a s  p agan . S u ch  a n  a ttitu d e  is u su a lly  ex p ressed  from  a 
strong ly  n a tio n a lis tic  or S lav -racist s tan d p o in t. In a  p ap e r d a ted  1933, 
Ianko Ianev w rote th a t a lthough  the B ulgarians owe quite a  lot to W estern 
cu ltu re , it is precisely  th e  W estern  influence (and th e  R u ss ian  a s  well) 
th a t  h a s  prevented  th e  B ulgarian  "spirit" "from stepp ing  on firm ground  
a n d  em b ark in g  u p o n  its  own a u th e n tic  a n d  se lf-resp o n sib le  p a th " .71 
E urope is in  h is  view a  decaden t civilisation th a t  h a s  no th ing  positive to 
offer. In a  strongly  n ationalistic  sp irit the sam e au th o r  d raw s a  "program 
of the B ulgarian  spirit", "an abso lu te  policy of the  purely  B ulgarian  racial 
cu ltu ra l consciousness". The reconstruction  of the  B ulgarian  "spirit" m u st 
proceed according to  th is  program  from "the in n erm o st pecu liarity  of the 
tribe, its  cosm ic pre-m otherhood , w hich differs from both  Slav m ysticism  
an d  from th e  in te lle c tu a lis tic  m echan ica lism  of W estern  m an " .72 The 
B ulgarian spirit is fu rth e r defined a s  pagan, an d  the  B ulgarian  nation  itself 
a s  prim ord ial an d  virgin. In a  sim ilar highly p itched  m etapho rical style 
a n o th e r  a u th o r  - N aiden S h e itan o v  - a rg u e s  for, th e  a u th e n tic  "folk 
cu ltu re", concep tualised  again  a s  p ag a n .73 In p h an tasm ag o ric  v isions of 
th is  k ind  th e  advance of the B u lgarian  nation  is som etim es re la ted  to a 
pan-S lav  take-off, w here the  S lavs are either accorded  a  m ed iating  role 
betw een  th e  E a s t a n d  E u ro p e74 or are c o n tra s te d  in  th e ir  p resu m e d  
im m ediacy  to  life, a  se n se  of th e  m ystic an d  th e  sac red , etc. to  the

th e ir  “roo ts"  h a s  c o n s titu te d  a  p ro b lem  for m an y  em erg in g  n a tio n s . See CREW, 
R. “The C o n s tru c tio n  of N ational Id en tity ”, 41-42.
7 0  PETKANOV, K. “B f l lg a rsk a ta  in te l ig e n ts ia  k a to  ro z h b a  i o tr i ts a n ie  n a  
b u lg a r s k o to  se lo", 1 2 4 -1 3 5 ; ILIEV, A. “P ro b le m a ta  z a  p s ik h o lo g iia ta  n a  
su v re m en n ite  b u lg a ri”, P rosveta , 5, 7 (1940), 769-781 , esp . 772 ff..

IANEV, LA. “Iztok ili Z apad", Zlatorog, 14, 4 (1933), 178.
7 2 ib id , 180. T he in f lu e n c e  o f O. S p e n g le r  is  e a s ily  d e c e rn ib le  in  th is  
te rm in o lo g y  of th e  W e s te rn  d e c a d e n c e  a n d  th e  co sm ic  p re m o rd ia lism  o f a  
c u ltu re . It is  m ixed w ith  rac ia l e lem en ts .
73  SHEITANOV, N. “Svetovna  B ulgaria", Zlatorog, 7, 4 (1926), 168-176.
7 4  SHEITANOV, N. “S u d b a ta  n a  s la v ia n s tv o to ”, Z la to ro g , 11, 2 (1930), 95  
a n d  100.
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E u ro p ean  ra tionality , form alism , techn ica lity  an d  b u re a c ra tism .75 S uch  
ex trem es ap art, the re  seem s to  be lacking in  m odern  B ulgarian  h isto ry  a  
radically  an ti-E u ro p ean  in te llectual trend  an d  a  social m ovem ent su c h  as  
th e  R u ss ian  "Slavophils'' an d  th e ir  rad icalised  heirs . This m ay be due to 
the  fact th a t the  social conditions in  B ulgaria have been  ra th e r  different - 
th e  a t tr a c t iv e n e s s  of E u ro p e  w as fe lt m u c h  m ore s tro n g ly  an d  
im m ediately, and  a  self-extolling cu ltu ra l m essian ism  w as m issing.

The prevailing a ttitu d e  tow ards th e  E uropean  influence is qu ite  balanced  
a n d  tr ie s  to  m ed ia te  betw een  th e  ex trem e p o sitio n s. Being a g a in s t 
closure to foreign in fluences and  isolation w ith in  the  “native”, it is a t the 
sam e tim e ag a in st the  uncritica l reception  of those  influences. The native 
(national) cu ltu re  rep re se n ts  from th is  s tan d p o in t a  sup rem e value, an d  
th e  way to h u m a n ity  as  su c h  necessarily  p asses  th ro u g h  th e  au th en tic  
n a tio n a l creativ ity .76 There is a n  aw areness of the  dangers for sm all an d  
cu ltu ra lly  belated  n a tio n s  a s  the  B ulgarian  in  th e ir  con tac t w ith m a tu re  
a n d  m igh ty  c u ltu re s  a s  th e  E u ro p ean . The in te ra c tio n  w ith  foreign 
c u ltu re s  is a sse rte d  from th is  s tan d p o in t only on condition  th a t w hat is 
borrow ed is sub jected  to a  creative refraction .77

The a t ti tu d e  of th e  epoch  tow ards E urope w as th u s  divided betw een  
a d m ira tio n  a n d  d o u b t, im ita tio n  a n d  re jec tio n , s in c e re  efforts for 
p a rtic ip a tio n  an d  sh a rin g  the E u ro p ean  cu ltu re  an d  a  b itte r  feeling of 
irre p arab le  “provincialism ", of econom ic an d  c u ltu ra l “backw ardness". 
The u n e a s in e s s  in  th e  a t ti tu d e  tow ards "Europe" w as aggravated  by 
n a tio n a lis t fea rs  of losing c u ltu ra l id en tity  in  th e  en c o u n te r  w ith  the  
cu ltu rally  dom inant W est. This is perh ap s a  typical a ttitu d e  of the elites of 
a  “develop ing  c o u n try ” v is-a-v is  a  “c iv ilising  force" in  a  w orld of 
n a t io n a l is t  se lf-a sse r tio n , co lon ia l ex p a n sio n ism  a n d  sem i-co lon ia l

75  IANEV, IA. “P ro b u z h d a n e ”, Zlatorog, 11, 5 -6  (1930), 2 7 3 -2 7 7 , 28 2 -2 8 3 .
7 ® E ven  th e  m o st p ro n o u n c ed  B u lg a ria n  “E u ro p e is ts ”, e.g. P en ch o  Slaveikov, 
th e  so n  of th e  m u c h  c ited  Petko  R. Slaveikov, w ere ex to lling  th e  “s p ir i t” of th e  
people  - a  R om an tic  n o tio n , s ta n d in g  for th e  crea tive  fo rces o f th e  n a tio n . It is 
tru e  th a t  in  th e  case  o f Pencho  S laveikov th is  n o tio n  fu n c tio n ed  in  o p p osition  to 
th e  “m o b ” a n d  to  th e  low  e th ic s  o f th e  B u lg a r ia n  p u b lic  life. S till, it is 
n o tew o rth y  th a t  a  ra d ic a l “z ap a d n ia c h es tv o ” (“W estern isers") o f a  R u ss ia n  type 
w as lack in g  in  B ulgaria , a t  lea s t am o n g  in te llig en ts ia  circles.
7 7  ILIEV, A. “N aro d n o stn o  o b o so b iav an e  n a  b u lg a rs k a ta  k u l tu r a ”, B u lg a r sk a  
m isu l,  11, (1936); ILIEV, A. “N aro d n o st i k u l tu r a ”, B u lg a r sk a  m isu l, 10, 7-8 
(1935), 453 ; PETKANOV, K. "B u lg a rsk a ta  k u l tu ra  i c h u z h d e n ts ite ”, lz k u s tv o  i 
kritika , 1938, N 4 ,183 .

©
 T

he
 A

ut
ho

r(s
). 

Eu
ro

pe
an

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 In

st
itu

te
. 

D
ig

iti
se

d 
ve

rs
io

n 
pr

od
uc

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
EU

I L
ib

ra
ry

 in
 2

02
0.

 A
va

ila
bl

e 
O

pe
n 

Ac
ce

ss
 o

n 
C

ad
m

us
, E

ur
op

ea
n 

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 In

st
itu

te
 R

es
ea

rc
h 

R
ep

os
ito

ry
.



27

ex p lo ita tion  of th e  w eaker by  th e  s tro n g e r n a tio n s . S u ch  a n  u n e a sy  
a ttitu d e  is h a rd  to su s ta in  an d  it h ap p en s  th a t  the  re se n tm e n t e ru p ts  in  
th e  tour-de-force of n a tio n a lis t se lf-assertion  an d  a n  ou trigh t rejection  of 
th e  foreign influence. It is an o th er question  w hy national cu ltu re  did (and 
s till does) m a tte r  so m uch : a n  an sw er to  th is  will have to  ta k e  in to  
accoun t the  various w ays in  w hich the  nation  s ta te  is linked to a  national 
cu ltu re , an d  n o t leas t the fact th a t  so m any  people, the  in te lligen tsia  in  
th e  firs t p lace , m a k es  a  living (both  ideally  a n d  m ateria lly ) from  
developing a  national cu ltu re  an d  from a  national m onopol of various so rts  
of o ppo rtun ities .78

The epoch  of s ta te  Socialism  b ro u g h t ab o u t rad ica l ch an g es in  no tions 
a b o u t E urope. The world sp lit in to  two opposing  political an d  m ilita ry  
"b locs" (or “cam p s"), d e s ig n a te d  a s  “s o c ia l is m ”/ ”c a p ita lism "  or 
“E a s t ” /" W e s t”.79 The sam e d iv ision  w as so m etim es ex p re ssed  in  a 
s t r o n g e r  la n g u a g e  from  th e  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f th e  “E a s t"  a s  
“com m unism ”/" im peria lism ” an d  from the  perspective of th e  “W est” a s  
“th e  Soviet em pire" (beh ind  “th e  iron  c u r ta in ”) opposed  to a  “free 
w orld” (or the  "open society”). E u rope w as p artitioned : it fell a p a r t in to  
“W este rn "  a n d  “E a s te r n ” E u ro p e , m e an in g  n o t on ly  g eo g ra p h ica l 
d es ig n atio n s b u t  a  d ifferent econom ic an d  socio-political “o rd er”. T hus 
c o n tra ry  to th e  o lder d e lin ea tio n  of th e  "O rient" (the Islam ic  w orld, 
Asia), the  boundaries betw een the  E ast and  the  W est passed  righ t th rough  
th e  m iddle of E urope. The “E ast"  - so to say  - p u sh e d  w estw ards in to  
E urope. This ideological an d  geo-political no tion  of the  “E ast" could  n o t 
for obvious rea so n s include th e  “F ar E as t” (Japan , etc.)

7 8 T hese lin k s  w ere m ad e  explicit in  a  forceful m a n n e r  by  GELLNER, E. N a tio n s  
a n d  na tio n a lism . Oxford: B asil B lackw ell, 1983, e sp . 3 5 -5 2 , 5 7 -6 2 , 110-122 , 
13 9 -1 4 3 .
7 9  W hile tech n ica lly  th e  d es ig n a tio n  of th e  d irec tio n s  o f th e  w orld  is  re la tive  to 
th e  p o in t w h e re  th e  o b se rv e r is  p o s itio n e d , th e  a re a s  m e a n t  by  “E a s t” a n d  
“W est” a re  d e te rm in e d  by  th e  so c io -po litica l re a litie s  (as is  th e  d iv is ion  “S o u th ” 
a n d  “N orth" by  eco n o m ic  re a litie s ). T hese  a re  th e re fo re  g eo -p o litica l o r geo- 
econom ic d efin itions. An often  ig n o red  coro llary  o f th is  is  th a t  d e s ig n a tio n s  like 
“E as t"  or “W est”, o r even  som e seem ing ly  p u re  g eo g rap h ica l te rm s  (especially  
“E u ro p e ” a n d  "A sia", b e tw e e n  w h ic h  th e re  is  n o  c le a r  c u t  g e o g ra p h ic a l 
b o u n d a ry )  hav e  a  d iffe ren t ra n g e  a n d  cover d iffe ren t te r r i to r ie s  in  d iffe ren t 
h is to ric a l ep o ch s , a n d  ch an g e  w ith  th e  ch an g e  of th e  geo-political rea lities . The 
u s e s  o f " im ag inative  geo g rap h y ” (a n d  "im aginative  h isto ry") o f th e  “O th e r” a n d  
of th e  O rien t in  p a r tic u la r  in  sh a p in g  th e  id en tity  of th e  W est a re  co n sid e re d  by 
SAID, E. O rientalism . L ondon a n d  Henley: R outledge & K egan Paul, 1978, 5 a n d  
5 4 -5 5 .
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From  th e  perspective  of th e  S ocia list “cam p” of w hich B u lgaria  w as a 
p a rt, th e re  w as W estern  E urope. W hile it w as once again  to ta lised  in  a 
relatively unified image in itself, it also formed a  p a rt of a  larger u n it - the 
“ca p ita lis t W est”.80 B esides the  sh a rp e r  co n tra s tin g  effect of a  m ilitan t 
ideology, th e  w eaken ing  an d  even su sp e n s io n  of th e  ed u ca tio n a l an d  
c u ltu ra l co n tac ts  an d  exchanges w ith (W estern) E urope co n trib u ted  in 
th e ir  tu r n  to  th e  h o m o g e n isa tio n  of i ts  im age in  th e  “co llective 
re p re se n ta tio n s”. T hese c o n ta c ts  w ere soon resu m ed , b u t  th ey  w ere 
rese rv ed  for th e  n o m e n c la tu re  e lite s  (and  th e ir  offspring). E u rope 
rem ained  a  forbidden zone for society a t large an d  for the  g rea ter p a r t of 
its  scholars an d  in te llectuals in  particu lar.

The official taboos an d  m ysteries, su rro u n d in g  th e  “W est”, en h an ced  its 
a ttractiveness. However one had  to guard  him self from show ing a positive 
a ttitu d e , otherw ise one risked  being  accused  of “ad o ra tio n ” of the  W est 
an d  acq u irin g  th e  s tigm a of po litica l “u n re liab ility ” w ith  all possib le  
c o n s e q u e n c e s .81 There were in  fact two different “im ages” of th e  W est - 
th e  official an d  th e  non-official, w hich could n o t be openly professed  
w ith o u t provoking p ersecu tio n . It is qu ite  u n d e rs ta n d a b le  th a t  u n d e r 
th e se  con d itio n s of ideological co n fron ta tion , th e  im age of (W estern) 
E urope w as su b jec t to s tro n g  m ystification. If the  official im age of the 
W est, created  by th e  C om m unist p ropaganda  m achine in  accordance w ith 
th e  ideology an d  th e  P arty  politics, w as com pletely false, no less falsified 
(in acco rd an ce  w ith  o th e r assu m p tio n s )  w as th e  opposing  “d is s id e n t” 
image of E urope.82

8 0  C u rio u sly  eno u g h , u n d e r  th e  C o m m u n is t regim e B u lg aria  w as (sym bolically) 
l ib e ra te d  from  i ts  p e r ip h e ra l p o s it io n  in  re sp e c t to  th e  E u ro p e a n  c iv ilisa tio n  
b e c a u se  of th e  very  ideo log ical a n d  p o litica l c o n fro n ta tio n  w h ic h  se e m e d  to 
c rea te  a  sym m etrica l, a n d  for th a t  reaso n , a n  equal re la tio n sh ip , nam ely  be tw een  
"C om m unism " a n d  "cap italism " or in  o th e r  te rm s  b e tw een  th e  "first" a n d  th e  
"second" w orld. T his is  no  m ore valid  a fte r  th e  co llap se  o f th e  so c ia lis t "bloc". 
B u lg aria  is s lip p in g  a g a in  in to  th e  p o sitio n  of a  E u ro p e a n  p e rip h e ry  a n d  even  
ten d s  to d rift in  th e  d irec tio n  th e  "th ird  world".
8 1 It sh o u ld  be n o te d  th a t  in  th e  fifties a n d  s ix tie s  m an y  peo p le  su ffe red  
p e rsec u tio n  (ran g in g  from  being  fired from  a  jo b  to Im p riso n m en t or be ing  se n t 
to fo rced  la b o u r  cam p s) b e c a u se  th e y  h a d  or w ere  s u p p o s e d  to  hav e  som e 
c o n ta c ts  w ith  th e  “W est” - re la tiv e s , frien d s , or ju s t  b e c a u se  th ey  s tu d ie d  or 
sp ec ia lised  in  W este rn  E u ro p e . E ven th e  p re fe ren ce  for "W estern  m u s ic ” (jazz 
in  p a rticu la r)  o r a  W este rn  sty le o f d re ss  cou ld  have  very se rio u s  co n seq u en ces  
for th e  ind iv idual involved.
8 2  i am  well aw are  o f th e  ep is tem o lo g ica l d ifficu lties involved in  c r itic is in g  a 
re p re s e n ta t io n  for i ts  in c o rre c tn e s s  o r lack  o f v e rac ity  a s  m e a su re d  a g a in s t 
reality , b u t  in  case  of p ro p a g a n d a  m a n ip u la tio n  th e re  seem s no w ay of evad ing  
th e  p rob lem  of th e  "fa lsification” of reality .
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The period of s ta te  socialism  b ro u g h t abou t ch an g es In the  c o n te n t  of the 
no tions ab o u t E u rope (Inseparab le from th e  "cap ita list W est” in  general) 
by  in tro d u c in g  som e new  top ics an d  d iscou rses. It w as th e  goal of th e  
official p ro p a g a n d a  to d e m o n s tra te  the “a d v a n ta g e s” of th e  so c ia lis t 
order, by  em ploying various com parisons betw een  th e  two system s. The 
affirm ation  of the  su p erio rity  of Soviet science a n d  technology w as one 
case am ong o thers. In the  m egalom aniac d iscou rses of the  in itial y ea rs  of 
th e  soc ia list tran sfo rm atio n , B u lgaria  had  to  “ach ieve for som e 15-20 
y ears  w h a t it took a  w hole ce n tu ry  for o the r co u n trie s  u n d e r  d ifferen t 
con d itio n s to achieve".83 After it becam e obvious to  m ost people th a t  it 
w ould be very difficult to “reach  an d  overtake” th e  W est in  th e  techn ical- 
scientific an d  econom ic sp h e res , th e  official p ro p ag a n d a  w as red irec ted  
tow ards a  social an d  cu ltu ra l criticism  of the  W est an d  it h a d  to “reveal” 
the  advan tages of life u n d er socialism . T hus while th e  socialist world w as 
p resen ted  a s  a  rea lisa tion  of social ju s tice  an d  equality , full em ploym ent, 
h igh level of social security , lack of crim inality, equality  betw een m en and  
w om en, e tc ., th e  w orld  of c a p ita lism  fe a tu re d  a s  a  p lace  of soc ia l 
in e q u a lity  a n d  in ju s tic e , o f ex trem e  poverty  of c e r ta in  s t r a ta ,  of 
u n e m p lo y m e n t a n d  in se c u r ity  of life, o f su b ju g a tio n  o f w om en , 
su p p ress io n  of peoples an d  m inorities, high crim inality , d ru g -a b u se  an d  
p ro stitu tio n  (presum ably  no t existing u n d er socialism ), decaden t form s of 
a r t  a n d  cu ltu re , e tc .84 All th is  could  hard ly  co m p en sa te  for the  g rea t 
fa ilu re  of th e  Soviet system , nam ely  its  fa ilu re  to a s s u re  a  m a te ria l 
p ro sp e rity  a n d  h igh  living s ta n d a rd s  for th e  p o p u la tio n  in  a  society  
a lready  “infected” w ith co n su m eris t a sp ira tio n s an d  ideals, w hich a re  in  
fact con ta ined  in  th e  “socialist ideal” itself.

The official n o tio n s  an d  im ages of th e  "West" w ere d ev a lu a ted  a n d  
sub jec ted  to an  "overturning" b o th  by critica lly -m inded  ind iv iduals an d

8 3  DIMITROV, G. O tcheten  d o k la d  p red  V  kongres na  BRP (k) So fia  1948, Sofia. 
1950, 91.
8 4  The m a in  re p o rts  a n d  th e  su p p o r tin g  re p o rts  a t  th e  P a rty  C o n g re sse s  a n d  
th e  C e n tra l C om m ittee  "p len u m s" o f th e  B u lg arian  C o m m u n is t P a rty  (as well a s  
th o se  of th e  official tra d e  u n io n s  a n d  th e  u n io n s  o f th e  "creative  in te llig e n ts ia ”) 
a re  full o f d e sc rip tio n s , qua lifica tio n s, a s se ss m e n ts  a n d  ju d g e m e n ts  o f b o th  th e  
so c ia list a n d  cap ita lis t society  a n d  its  c u ltu re . All th e se  lab e ls  a n d  q u a lifica tio n s 
c a n  a lso  be  fo u n d  in  a  v a s t  bo d y  of tex ts , a c c u m u la te d  for th e  p e rio d  of th e  
reg im e - n e w sp a p e rs , p ro p a g a n d a  b ro c h u re s , jo u rn a ls ,  b o o k s th a t  a tte m p t to 
b u ild  th e  “th eo ry ” of th e  so c ia lis t “o rd e r” a n d  way of life; a lso  in  th e  reco rd in g s 
of th e  rad io  a n d  T.V. p rogram s.
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(increasingly) by the  com m on people. Among th e  d iss id en ts  in p articu la r 
th e  W est w as p re se n t in  th e  s tro n g ly  id ea lised  im ages of po litica l 
dem ocracy , s tr ic t  ad h e ren ce  to  civil an d  h u m a n  rig h ts , advocacy of 
d em o cra ts  an d  h u m a n  rig h ts  a c tiv is ts  all over th e  world, an d  a s  a 
g u a ra n to r  for the  in te rn a tio n a l peace an d  security . From th ese  an d  the 
sim ilar n o tio n s a b o u t th e  "free world" ou tside , they  drew  courage and  
hope to oppose th e  regim e in s id e .85 O n a  p o p u la r  level th e  W est w as 
strong ly  m ythologised  b u t in  a  d ifferen t m an n er. This w as a  p lace of 
m ateria l p rosperity  an d  well-being, a  consum er’s parad ise, an  im aginative 
locus of “dolce vita" w ithout h ard  work, tro u b les  or prob lem s.86 W este rn  
consum er goods of all sorts, s ta rtin g  w ith  w hisky an d  cigarettes, clothes, 
tape-reco rders an d  television se ts , an d  especially  ca rs  (and also W estern 
m a ss  cu ltu re  in  m usic  an d  cinem a) reached  th e  s ta tu s  of sym bols an d  
fe tish es  in  th e  m a ss  c o n sc io u sn e ss , a s  ex p re sse d  in  th e  p o p u la r  
d isc o u rses . The im age of th e  W est w hich  w as asso c ia te d  w ith  su c h  
p ro d u cts  w as extrem ely attractive for m ost people. This a ttitu d e  w as only 
reinforced by  th e ir  difficulty of access an d  by th e  m u ch  resen ted  (and 
envied) advancing W estern isation  of the  C om m unist elites.

The co llapse of th e  S ocia list system  w as a  global event of eno rm ous 
significance, w hich radically  changed  the  geopolitical situation . The long­
stan d in g  ideological, political, an d  m ilitary confron tation  betw een the  two 
superpow ers , th e  "East" an d  th e  "West", cam e to  a n  end . The world 
ap p ears  now  a s  u n ip o la r (according to  o th e rs  a s  m ultipolar). The E ast- 
W est div ision  is still m eaningfu l, b u t  now  it h a s  acqu ired  a  different 
m ean ing , in c re as in g ly  signa lling  th e  d ev e lo p m e n t/u n d e rd e v e lo p m en t 
divide a n d  th u s  beg inn ing  to resem ble the  N o rth /S o u th  division. The 
W est (and W estern  Europe) is now the  technologically  an d  econom ically 
advanced an d  p rosperous area, while the  E ast is the  devasta ted  area  left 
afte r th e  b reakdow n  of C om m unist ru le . After a  b rie f in itia l wave of 
e n th u sia sm  an d  tr iu m p h  over the  b rea k  of C om m unism  an d  the  end  of 
th e  Cold W ar, th e  E as t is now  once again  perceived by th e  W est a s  a

8 5  Not a ll c r itic s  o f "ac tu a lly  e x is tin g ” so c ia lism  took  W este rn  d em o cracy  a s  
th e ir  idea l. Som e revo lted  a g a in s t th e  "deform ity" a n d  m isu se  of th e  so c ia lis t 
"idea" by  a  p a r tic u la r  g ro u p  (or clique) o f ru le rs , in  th e  n am e  of a n  a u th e n tic , 
"pure" socialism .
8® T here  a re , it w as sa id  in  p u n , two types of life - "zhizn"' (the  R u ss ia n  w ord 
for "life") a n d  " la if  ( th a t is, th e  E n g lish  word), m ea n in g  th a t  th e  R u ss ia n  word 
s ta n d s  for q u a litie s  o f life su c h  a s  s c a n tin e s s  a n d  h a rd sh ip s , while th e  E ng lish  
w ord im plies a  sw eet a n d  easy  sty le of life.
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th re a t,  th is  tim e b ec au se  of th e  m assive  m ig ra tion  w ave in  w estw ard  
d irec tion  an d  th e  regional conflicts an d  civil w ars th a t  have accom panied  
th e  d isso lu tio n  of th e  p rev ious order, espec ia lly  in  th e  form er Soviet 
Union an d  form er Yugoslavia. Now th a t  the  E as t/W e st division h a s  lost its 
form er m ean ing  (related to  a  p a s t geopolitical reality) E urope em erges in  
an o th er light. It acqu ires (or restores) its own se p ara te  profile an d  com es 
to  be se en  a s  a n  en tity  in  itself, d ifferen t from  a n d  som etim es even 
opposed  to  th e  "rest" of th e  W est, a n d  to th e  U. S. A. in  p a rticu la r. No 
d o u b t th is  is to  a  large ex ten t a  re su lt from th e  p rocess of un ification  of 
(W estern) E u ro p e  a n d  th e  p ro sp e c ts  of ex ten d in g  th e  U nion to  th e  
E astern  areas.

D ue to  th e  com peting  an d  to  th a t  ex ten t conflicting  a sp ira tio n s  of th e  
form er S ocia list s ta te s  in  E u ro p e  to be "in tegrated" in  th e  em erg ing  
E u ropean  Union, the  E ast/W e st term inology (and division) acqu ires a  new  
(secondary ) m e an in g  a n d  v ita lity  in  th e  p o s t-c o m m u n is t w orld an d  
becom es a n  is s u e  of in te n se  sym bolic fights. H ungary  an d  th e  Czech 
R epublic rem em bered  all of a  su d d e n  the ir "glorious past" a s  p a rt of the 
A u s tro -H u n g a ria n  (H absburg) em pire a n d  dec la red  th em se lv es to  be 
C en tra l E u ro p ean  s ta te s  an d  so did Poland a lso .87 They even form ed a  
k ind  of short-lived  alliance, th e  so-called "Three s ta te s  of V ishegrad", in  
o rd er to  d em o n s tra te  th e ir  d is tin c tiv en e ss  from  "the rest" o f E a s te rn  
E u rope , to  invite a  d iffe ren t tr e a tm e n t an d  a  fas te r "in tegration" in  
p a rticu la r. The m agic w ord “C entral" (Europe) w as prom oted  as  a  new  
divide th a t  se ts  a p a r t th e  firs t p re te n d e n ts  for “in te g ra tio n ” from  the  
re s t, sym bolically  m oving them  closer to  th e  W est, w hile p u sh in g  the  
rem ain in g  form er S ocia list c o u n trie s  to a  k in d  of new  (inferior) E ast. 
E a s te rn  E urope rem ains u n d e r th ese  conditions a  "residual" category to 
des ignate  those  p a r ts  of E urope w hich are su p p o sed  to rem ain  ou ts ide  
th e  E u ropean  un ification  for a n  unclea r period of tim e. The w ar in  form er 
Y ugoslavia h a s  m ade a t the  sam e tim e the  ascrip tion  to “Europe" of the 
B alkans - except for its so u th e rn  p a rts  - m ore problem atic th a n  before, a t 
le a s t a s  far a s  its  p ro sp ec ts  of "integration" in  th e  E u ro p ean  U nion are

8 7 T h ere  w as a  tim e - it sh o u ld  be  rem em b ered  - w h e n  C e n tra l E u ro p e  w a s  
de fin ed  a s  to co m p rise  G erm an y  a n d  Italy . B oth  b e ca m e  p a r t  o f th e  E u ro p e a n  
W est in  th e  Cold W ar geo-political realities .
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c o n c e r n e d .88 In its  po litical, social an d  c u l tu ra l (and also  security) 
asp ira tio n s , E u rope becom es coexistentive w ith  th e  E u ro p ean  U nion. A 
good dea l of confusion  an d  “e lastic ity ” of th e  p re se n t day  concep t of 
"Europe" is  th u s  due to  th e  still u n c e r ta in  fu tu re  an d  th e  unfo ld ing  
dynam ics of the  un ification  itself. N eedless to say, it is th e  geopolitical - 
not purely geographical - concept of Europe w hich is a t s take here.

To re tu rn  to B ulgaria, the  post-C om m unist period p lunged the  no tion  of 
Europe righ t into the  cen tre  of severe political confron tations an d  heated  
ideological debates. While the changes in  B ulgaria began u n d er the sign of 
th e  Soviet "perestroika", an d  w ere conceived accordingly  a s  a  reform  of 
th e  Socia list system , they  w ere soon refo rm ulated  by th e  new  political 
elites in  te rm s of liberal dem ocracy (of th e  W estern  type) an d  a  m arket 
economy. An o rien ta tion  to the  W est v e rsu s a n  o rien ta tion  to the  Soviet 
U nion (res. R ussia) w ere p re se n ted  by  political o pponen ts a s  m u tu a lly  
exc lu sive  a l te rn a t iv e s  a n d  cam e to  se rve  a s  b ad g e s  of p o litica l 
iden tification  in  the  politically  po larised  B u lgarian  society. W hile som e 
an ti-C om m unist political forces expressed  a t th e  very beg inn ing  certa in  
p re fe ren ces  to w ard s  th e  U. S. A.89 (in b o th  po litica l a n d  sym bolic 
o rien ta tio n ), th e re  followed very  soon  u n d e r  th e  im p a c t o f b e tte r  
conceived political an d  econom ic in te re s ts  a reso lu te  tu rn in g  tow ards 
Europe. All th is  w as m etaphorically  expressed  as  a  "road to E urope” and  
even a "re tu rn  to Europe". The “re tu rn ” term inology in p articu la r im plies 
th a t  B u lgaria  w as p a r t of E u rope before it becam e p a rt of th e  Soviet 
em pire, a n d  th a t  co n seq u en tly  it h ad  been  se p a ra te d  only tem porarily  
from its  “n a tu ra l"  place. The geographical location  of B ulgaria  is th u s  
played o u t in th is  case of symbolic reappropriation .

8 8  B u lg aria  is  a lso  m ak in g  effo rts to  be c o n s id e re d  w ith in  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  of 
E urope, b u t  for a  n u m b e r of re a so n s  - b o th  in te rn a l a n d  in te rn a tio n a l - it is  no t 
a s  su c c ess fu l in  im p o sin g  its  sym bolic (geopolitical) defin ition .
8 9  From  th e  Revival p e rio d  o n w ard s  th e  "image" of th e  U. S. A. h a s  a  defin ite  
a n d  g ro w in g  p re se n c e  in  th e  B u lg a r ia n  so c ie ty , th a t  is  in  i t s  “co llective  
r e p re s e n ta t io n s ” a s  e x p re s s e d  in  th e  p u b lic  d is c o u rse s  a n d  te x ts . T h is  is 
a n o th e r  top ic  for re se a rc h , w h ich  does n o t c o n ce rn  m e h ere . I w ould  on ly  like 
to  n o te  th a t  for a  long  tim e th e  U n ited  S ta te s  w ere  c o n sid e red  a s  a n  ex ten sio n  
of E u ro p ea n  c iv ilisa tion  a n d  w ere  o ften  tre a te d  to g e th e r w ith  it. E ven w h en  th e  
"im age" o f th e  U. S. A. o v e rsh a d o w e d  in  im p o r ta n c e  th a t  o f E u ro p e , in  
p ro p o rtio n  to th e ir  o u ts ta n d in g  role in  th e  in te rn a tio n a l econom y a n d  politics, it 
c o n ta in e d  a n d  so m e tim e s  re in fo rc ed  th e  c o m m o n  “im ag e” of th e  W es te rn  
civilisation, a n d  w as th u s  in  a  se n se  referred  b ack  to its  E u ro p ea n  roots.
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The h ea te d  po litica l a n d  Ideological d eb a te s  d u rin g  th is  in itia l po st-  
C o m m u n lst period  c o n trib u ted  to viewing E u ro p e  a s  a  un ified  en tity , 
ignoring  its  Inner differences, an d  resem bling  th e  p reced ing  period  In 
th a t  re s p e c t.90 The hom ogen isa tion  an d  to ta lisa tio n  of E u rope In th e  
collective Im agination  is a t the  sam e tim e s tren g th en ed  by  the  changes of 
th e  E u ro p ean  political rea lities them selves - E u ro p e  is now  no  m ore a n  
a re n a  for rivalries betw een n a tio n a lis t "great pow ers” (as in  the  in te rw ar 
period) b u t  a  "com m unity" (or "union") com posed of closely cooperating  
s ta te s . W hile th is  is true , th e re  are also c lear signs th a t  even now, w hen 
th e  E u ro p ean  U nion is supposed ly  m oving in  th e  d irection  of a  com m on 
an d  concerted  foreign policy, the  trad itio n a l rivalry  betw een  F ran ce  an d  
G erm any (and A ustria) for influence in  B ulgaria h a s  been  resum ed . The 
G erm an cu ltu ra l "propaganda" (to u se  the old term ) is p u rsu ed  by m eans 
of various scholarly  g ran ts  a n d  aw ards (which did n o t s to p  even d u rin g  
the  C om m unist period) an d  by various activ ities in  th e  co u n try  itse lf in  
c u ltu ra l ce n tre s  an d  foundations, while th e  F ren ch  are  doing th e  sam e 
w ith som ew hat m ore spec tacu la rity  b u t w ith less money, the  la st episode 
of th is  being the declara tion  of B ulgaria as a  "francophone" country.

The no tions ab o u t E urope w ere sub jected  to ch an g es in  co n ten t a s  well. 
The im age created  by the  official Socialist p ro p ag an d a  totally  collapsed. It 
found som e k ind  of p ro longation  in  the  E uro-scep tic ism  of the  Socialist 
(form er C om m unist) party , b u t in  a  ra th e r  su b d u e d  a n d  low -pitched  
to n e .91 However th e  political idea lisa tions of th e  form er d iss id en ts  are 
also  h a rd  to  s u s ta in  in  th e  face of th e  ra th e r  h a r s h  p o st-C o m m u n ist 
B alkan realities. Especially from a  B ulgarian  (and a  Balkan) perspective it 
seem s unden iab le  th a t the  a ttitu d e s  an d  behaviour of the  (West) E uropean  
co u n trie s  a re  gu ided  p rim arily  by p ragm atic  ca lc u la tio n s  of th e ir  self- 
in te re s ts  an d  concern  w ith  th e ir  own well-being, peace an d  secu rity  an d  
no t by som e a b s tra c t h u m an is tic  p rincip les.92 It is also  obvious th a t  the

1111 O ne m ay  p lau s ib ly  a s s e r t  th a t  ideological c o n fro n ta tio n s  o ften  "com pound" 
a n d  sim plify  th e  re p re se n ta t io n s  in to  m ore or le s s  u n ita ry  "im ages" or "v is io n s’. 
The in v o ca tio n  of "E urope" is  becom ing  a  re g u la r  p a r t  of th e  dem agogy of m o st 
p o litica l p a r tie s . T hese  a re  c la im in g  to h av e  "E urope" o n  th e ir  side , a n d  a re  
in te rp re t in g  every  g e s tu re  o f d ip lo m a tic  p o lite n ess  o f so m e  v is itin g  E u ro p e a n  
p o litic ian  a s  a  d e m o n s tra tio n  th a t  "Europe" is  favouring  th em  a n d  th e ir  policies.
9 1  In d ire c t  a n d  so  to  s a y  im p lic it E u ro -c r i tic is m  is c o n ta in e d  in  so m e 
n a tio n a lis tic  e x a lta tio n s  a n d  self-glorification.
92  x h e  e v en ts  in  Y ugoslav ia  h av e  rev ea led  am ong  o th e r  th in g s  th e  in ab ility  of 
W este rn  E u ro p e  to  s to p  th e  sp re a d  of th e  w ar, a n d  i ts  re lu c ta n c e  to  u n d e r ta k e  
en erg e tic  m e a su re s  a n d  involve its e lf  in  p ro b lem s o u ts id e  i ts  ow n te rr ito ry . All
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W est is n o t a t  all eager to ex tend  its  b o u n d a r ie s  (and  c itizensh ip ) 
ea s tw ard s  or even to adm it free tra d e 93 or the  free m ovem ent of people 
acro ss its  bo rders - a  kind of new  Berlin Wall h a s  been erected again  by 
restrictive v isa regim es, th is  tim e by the  E u ro p ean  W est, to pro tect itself 
from the  E a s t .94 The concern  of each  s ta te  w ith  its  in te rn a l problem s is 
q u ite  u n d e rs ta n d a b le  an d  even m ore so for d em ocrac ies , w here the  
election  of th e  po litic ians d ep en d s  on w h e th e r th e  m ajority  is co n ten t 
w ith them  or not. (To adm it im m igran ts, to let cheap  foreign p ro d u cts  
on to  th e  in n e r m ark e t, to se n d  so ld iers  ab ro ad  on  a peace-keep ing  
m ission, etc. are  all qu ite u n p o p u la r m easu res  in th is  respect.) While th is  
shou ld  alw ays have been  clear, it w as ob scu red  in  the  hopes (and th e  
w ishfu l th ink ing) of th e  c ritica lly  m inded  people u n d e r  C om m unism , 
hence the ir d isappo in tm en t in  experiencing the hard  facts today.

Only th e  im age of th e  p rosp ero u s an d  self-indulgent W est survived and 
m anaged to ju m p  into the post-S ocia list epoch, together w ith asp ira tions 
to take p a r t in  th e  parad ise  of consum erism . There are a  variety  of cheap 
(and som e m ore expensive) form s of "partic ipation” in  th e  W est, am ong 
them  th e  now  free im ports  of W estern  liquors a n d  c igarettes, W estern 
films an d  T.V. p rogram s, an d  the  one m ajor sign of m ateria l w ell-being 
an d  social p restige - the  possession  of a  W estern  car, devaluated  as  th is 
m ight be w ith  propagation . There is a  certa in  irony in  th a t m any styles of 
life, rep u ted  as  W estern, an d  enjoying for th a t  rea so n  a  high prestige in  
th e  form er s ta te  so c ia lis t co u n trie s , have b ee n  largely  d isca rd ed  as  
"unhealthy" or "dangerous" in  th e  W est. The p o ssib ilitie s  for d irec t 
recep tio n  of "images" from  th e  W est (I m ean  th is  h e re  literally) are 
infin itely  en larged  in  th e  p re se n t tim es of au d io -v isu a l tran s la tio n , of 
rep roduction  possibilities, etc. T hanks to the  freedom  of the  m ass-m ed ia  
after th e  fall of the  ideological "screening" of th e  Socialist era, an d  to the 
som ew hat g rea ter possibilities for tou rism , acq u ain tan ce  w ith  the  W est is 
now  m u ch  m ore ex tensive an d  "first hand", com pared  to th e  previous 
epoch. And it is no t lim ited to elites b u t h a s  extended one way or ano ther

th is  w as u n d e rs to o d  very well by  th e  S e rb s  a n d  s tra te g ica lly  exp lo ited  to th e ir  
advantage.
93  E specia lly  in  th o se  k in d s  o f goods (e.g. a g r ic u ltu ra l  p ro d u c ts )  in  w h ich  th e  
fo rm er S o cia list c o u n tr ie s  a re  com petitive.
94  in  a  so m ew h at ex p o s t in te rp re ta tio n , w h ich  se e m s n e v e rth e le ss  to be  tru e , 
th e  B erlin  wall, th is  sym bol o f th e  div ision  be tw een  th e  E a s t a n d  W est, served  a s  
m u c h  (and  m ay be even  m ore) to p ro tec t th e  W est from  th e  E a s t, a s  th e  E a s t 
from  th e  W est.
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to the  "common" people. Today it is no t n ecessary  for som eone to travel 
to  th e  W est in  o rder to know  som eth ing  a b o u t E u ro p ean  (or A m erican) 
cu ltu re , a lthough  it is only som e of its  form s th a t  com e th ro u g h  various 
"channels" an d  rapidly to the  E ast. O penness tow ards “the West", a t least 
a t  th e  level of "m ass" c u ltu re , h a s  never b ee n  so  g rea t; su c ce ss fu l 
com m ercial film s, seco n d -ra te  fiction, never-end ing  T.V. se ria ls , sh in y  
goods all con tribu te  in affirm ing the  image of the  p rosperous W est, of the 
W est w ith its  easy  life an d  diversions, w ithout of course  providing th e  key 
to success. As far a s  m a ss  cu ltu re  is concerned , E urope is in sep arab le  
from, an d  in  fact overshadowed by the  all pervasive A m erican im pact. It is 
now  tim e to a sk  th e  question ; w hat a re  th e  "Junctions" of th e  im age of 
E urope for the  B ulgarian  society, w hat does it serve?95

From  a t  le a s t th e  Revival period onw ards E u ro p e  h a s  b een  regu larly  
referred to by th e  B ulgarians. C om parison to Europe, a sp ira tio n s tow ards 
it, com petition  w ith  it (as in  th e  five-year S ocia list p lan s to  "reach an d  
overtake" th e  developed E u ro p ean  countries), the  w ish  to be p a r t of it - 
econom ically an d  cu ltu ra lly  - are ever p resen t. In the  never-ending  race  
tow ards Europe, a t every stage of it, one h ea rs  pessim istic  ju d g em en ts  on 
th e  po in t reach ed .96 While it is qu ite  u n d ers ta n d ab le  th a t E urope se t for 
B u lg a r ia  th e  v ec to r of "p rog ress"  an d  th e  sc a le  for m e a s u r in g  
d eve lopm en t, it is n o t so  ev id en t th a t  th e re  sh o u ld  be a  d ire c t 
com parison  w ith  (West) E u ro p ean  s ta te s . A nu m b er of econom ic, social 
an d  political sim ilarities let u s  suppose th a t th e  com parison  w ith ce rta in  
"developing" a re a s  (Latin A m erica, for exam ple) m ight be m u ch  m ore 
m eaningful. One shou ld  also w onder w hy the  com parison  to the  re s t of 
th e  B a lk an  co u n tries , w hich  sh o u ld  c o n s titu te  "na tu ral" re fe ren ts  for 
B ulgaria, is alm ost com pletely m issing. The answ er to th is  probably  h a s  to 
do w ith  th e  riva lrie s betw een  th e  B alkan  n e ig h b o u rs  in  th e ir  ra th e r  
tu m u ltu o u s  history. A lthough unequal, the choice of W estern E urope a s  a 
reference and  as  a  m easuring  rod for com parison can  easily  be accoun ted  
for. B u lgaria  h a s  a  p ecu lia r geo-political location  - a t th e  "crossroads" 
betw een  E urope a n d  A sia, an d  it form s a  d isp u te d  m eeting  g ro u n d

T h at is, leav in g  a s id e  th e  a lre a d y  m e n tio n e d  u s e s  a n d  m is u s e s  o f th e  
a t t i tu d e s  to w a rd s  E u ro p e  for th e  p u rp o s e s  o f so c ia l p re s tig e  o r p o litica l 
dem agogy.
9 6  SLAVEIKOV, P. R. “De sm e  e k a k  sm e ? ’’. 229 : SLAVEIKOV. P. R. “Za 
ob razo v an ie to  n a  n a ro d a" , M akedon iia , 2, 14 (M arch 2, 1868) a n d  2, 15 (M arch 
9, 1868), re p rin ted  in: Slaveikov, P. R. Suchinen iia  v 8  toma. Vol. 6. 100.
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(som etim es a fron t line) betw een  c iv ilisa tions . E u ro p e an  civ ilisation  
em erged  in  th e  m o d ern  tim es  a n d  esp ec ia lly  a f te r  th e  in d u s tr ia l  
revo lu tion  a s  a  m ajo r dynam ic force in  th e  w orld - “the" ca rrie r  of 
"progress”. Its  appeal for the  peoples an d  n a tio n s  on its  periphery  w as 
sim ply  irre s is tib le  - little  w onder th a t  th e  B u lg a rian s  tu rn e d  th e ir  
asp ira tions tow ards th is  dynam ic civilisation.

C om parison to E urope h a s  a  sa lien t value aspec t. E urope is  no t only a 
tech n ica l m e a su re  for defin ing  th e  p o in t rea ch ed  along  th e  p a th  of 
“developm ent"; it is also  a  positive "model" to be im itated , an d  a n  "ideal" 
to be em ulated  or a t least asp ired  to. Inversely, w hat is no t approved of by 
the  B u lgarians is often labelled a s  "Balkan" or "Oriental" (in a pejorative 
sense). This w as so du ring  th e  Revival epoch, an d  la te r in  the  efforts of 
the  cu ltu ra l elites of in d ependen t B ulgaria to in troduce  an d  appropria te  
E u ro p ean  va lues an d  cu ltu re  on  b eh a lf  of th e  n a tion , th e  sam e ideal 
an im ated  th e  re s is tan c e  ag a in s t th e  C om m unist regim e. Again, today 's 
political slogans a tte s t to an  unm istakab ly  norm ative an d  value function  of 
E urope w hen  calling  for "integration" in to  E urope , a  "return" to  it, a  
"norm alisation" according to the  E u ropean  s ta n d a rd s , etc.

U nderstood a s  a  positive value s ta n d ard , th e  im age of E urope serves the 
needs for self-criticism . It is an  inw ardly tu rn ed  critical glance, search ing  
for one’s own fau lts  an d  defects. In th is  sense  E urope is precisely th is, 
w hich B ulgaria h a s  no t yet becom e, b u t w hich it (at an y  ra te  the  strongly 
E u ropean ised  elites) aim s tow ards strongly. Or again  it sym bolises the  
"opposite" of the B ulgarian  reality  or to be m ore precise, of those  tra its  in 
it w hich are  disliked, w hichever h isto rical m om ents th is  m ight refer to. I 
do no t m ean  to imply th a t the  im age of E urope is a  pu re  fan tasy  b u t it is 
no t reality  an d  veracity  th a t  m a tte r here. The w ay E urope is "seen” a t a  
p articu la r m om ent, an d  s tress in g  one of its  tra its  ra th e r  th a n  ano ther, is 
determ ined  by a  painfu l percep tion  of w hat is m issing  or insufficient in 
th e  su rro u n d in g  B ulgarian  society.97 T hus while accen tua ting  tra its  of the 
reality  of E urope, im ages su c h  a s  the "enlightened Europe", E urope of the 
freedom  of n a tio n s  an d  of citizens righ ts, E urope of in d u stria l progress,

^ F o l l o w i n g  R. J o h n s o n  o n e  m ay  te rm  th e  fu n c tio n  o f th e  “O th e r"  in  
c o n s t itu t in g  o n e 's  ow n id e n tity  a  c ase  o f “in te rn a l  O th e r” - JO H N SO N , R. 
"Tow ards a  C u ltu ra l T heory  of th e  N ation", 199-204 . E. S a id  p o in ts  o u t in  h is  
s tu d y  of "O rien ta lism " th a t  c o n ce rn s  o f th e  W est a b o u t  its  ow n id en titie s  w ere 
active  in  sh a p in g  th e  know ledge of “th e  O rien t” - see  SAID, E. O rien ta lism ., 54- 
55.
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E urope as  a n  advocate of the  h u m a n  rights, E urope a s  a  parad ise  of social 
w elfare, e tc. - a re  n o n e th e le ss  all p ic tu re s  in  "negative" of w h a t the 
B u lgarian  h isto rical reality  h a s  been; they ap p ear a s  pro jections of m ost 
cherished  w ishes b u t also  a s  p ro jects for “m odern isation”.

As pointed ou t on a  num ber of occasions, the a ttitu d e  tow ards E urope and 
th e  "E uropean" h a s  never b een  com pletely u n am b ig u o u s . T here w ere 
tim es w hen  th e  E u ro p ean  in fluence w as experienced  as  a  th re a t to the  
"national consciousness" an d  in te llectuals asked  them selves w hether and  
how  th e  n a tio n a l c u ltu re  cou ld  be p reserved  an d  rep ro d u ced  in  th e  
ra th e r  asym m etrica l cu ltu ra l exchanges w ith  E urope. There m ay be two 
d ifferent (though  n o t un re la ted ) w ays to ac co u n t for th is  am bivalence. 
O ne sh o u ld  f i r s t  o f  all b e  aw are of th e  efforts to  b u ild  a  n a tio n a l 
consciousness. There is no "us" w ithout "them" ("familiar" w ithout "alien", 
"close" w ith o u t "distant") a n d  th e  percep tion  of d ifferences is a t  th e  
fo undation  of the  n a tio n a l “c o n sc io u sn e ss”.98 In the  h isto ry  of B ulgaria 
th e re  have b een  v ario u s  form s of "o therness", a n d  th e y  called  fo rth  
different resp o n ses. W hen th e  O ttom an  ru le rs  o r th e  G reek clergy were 
in  the  position  of "alien”, th e ir  rejection  w as u n am biguous. Things were 
d ifferent w hen  th e  "Other" w as Europe. This "Other" not only possessed  
th e  ap p eal of a  high civ ilisation  b u t it did n o t p re se n t a n  e th n ic  or a  
d irec tly  po litica l th re a t. No w onder th a t  d esp ite  the  d o u b ts  an d  th e  
criticism  of "Europeanisation", the  positive reaction  h a s  prevailed, even if 
it h a s  som etim es tak en  the form of im itation.

As d em o n s tra te d , in  th e  p osition  of an  “O ther" E u ro p e  s tim u la te s  a  
reflection on th e  ques tion  who one is an d  w here one s ta n d s . It poses for 
th e  B u lgarians (and for o the r n a tio n s  a s  well) th e  question  of w hat they  
would like to becom e. T hus it con tribu tes to the  (national) aw areness in  a 
se lf-asserting  or a  self-critical m an n er as  the  case  m ight be. R ather th a n  
allow a n  en cap su la tio n  in  a  n a tio n al (cultural) identity , th is  ques tion ing  
m ay in itia te  a p ro cess  of de-cen tring , a m oving aw ay from  trad itio n a l 
iden tities th a t - provided th a t  a  m easu re  of con tinu ity  is preserved - m ay

“O thering" m ay  re su lt  from  co n q u es t o r it m ay be a  m e a n s  to  m a in ta in  social 
o r ideological d is ta n c e . B u t a  deep ly  ro o ted  psycholog ical n eed  of c o n s t itu t in g  
o n e ’s id e n tity  w o u ld  p ro d u c e  “O th e r s ” even  w h e re  s u c h  c irc u m s ta n c e s  a re  
ab se n t. A bout th a t  see  JOHNSON, R. “T ow ards a  C u ltu ra l T heory  of th e  N a tio n ”, 
199-204.
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be en rich ing  for the  (collective) self. May be th is  precisely  is the  sense  in 
w hich one m ay speak  of "productive" cu ltu ra l exchanges.

N atio n alis t co n c ern s  a re  n o t a s  p re ss in g  now  th a t  th e  g rea t age of 
(European) nationalism  seem s to be receding an d  th e  bigger n a tio n s  are 
willing to su b m it som e of the ir sovereignty to the  E u ropean  Union. Also 
to  B u lg arian s  it now  seem s e a s ie r  to com plem en t n a tio n a l id en tity  
(w ithout giving it up) w ith  a  w ider E u ro p ean  iden tity  in  a  way th a t  will 
not force the  individual to experience a  d ram atic  tension . The "quality" of 
E u ropeanness, of being "European" is desperate ly  sough t by m any in  the 
B u lg arian  society  now adays, a t  th is  im p o rta n t tu r n  of its  h is to rica l 
developm ent. It is no t quite clear w hat th is  quality  (of m entality , of social 
an d  political life, of m a n n e rs  a n d  p e rso n a l sty les  of life, etc.) m ean s 
however. May be precisely  th is  possib ility  of investing  "E uropeanness" 
w ith  m an y  d iffe ren t c o n te n ts , ran g in g  from  soc ia l w elfare, libe ra l 
dem ocracy an d  h u m a n  righ ts to cu ltu ra l values an d  styles of life - is w hat 
m akes it p articu la rly  a ttrac tiv e  for B u lgarian  society  a t th is  p a rticu la r  
ju n c tu re  of its  developm ent.

There is a no ther  w ay to acco u n t for the  m ean ing  of E urope for B ulgaria 
an d  especially for the am bivalence of th e  a ttitu d e , nam ely  in  term s of the 
m odern isation  processes. It shou ld  no t be forgotten th a t for B ulgaria, as 
for th e  re s t of th e  B alkans an d  o ther regions a s  well, m odernity, w hatever 
th is  m ight m ean, cam e from E urope. M odernity w as th u s  equivalen t to 
“E uropean isa tion”. Little w onder th a t the  im age of E urope becam e loaded 
will all th e  am biguities of m odern isation  an d  the  still greater am biguities, 
rev e rse  s id e s  a n d  nega tive  effec ts  of a  b e la te d  a n d  in co n clu s iv e  
m odern isation . F irs t cam e the  shock  of aban d o n in g  old w ays of life, and  
all k inds of trad itions. Then, an d  m uch  m ore im portan t, m odern isation  in 
th e  m ilieu  of a lre a d y  in d u s tr ia lis e d  c o u n tr ie s  in e v itab ly  le a d s  to  
m arg inalisa tion ; it p ropells th e  “developing" co u n try  in to  unre trievab le  
b a c k w a rd n e ss  w ith o u t m u c h  c h a n c e  or h ope  of ever rea c h in g  or 
overtak ing  the  leaders. This s itu a tio n  is u su a lly  exploited by th e  m ore 
advanced: the  v ic iss itu d es of sem i-colonialism , of being  the  “zone” of 
in te res t of a  “g rea t pow er”, an d  of serving a s  a n  “in stru m en t"  to o the rs 
m ay be m entioned in  th is  context. This is w hy attractive (and irresistible) 
a s  it always seem ed, Europe, th a t is, the  m odern isation  it in itiated , w as 
also  a  source  of u n ea s in e ss  an d  concern . It certa in ly  did no t create  the 
econom ic an d  political p rob lem s b u t it aggravated  them  an d  enhanced
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th e  percep tion  of “backw ardness"; in the cu ltu ra l and  in te llectual field it 
lead  to  the  experience of a  sort of “aliena tion”, a  sense  of being  p ressed  
in to  “provincialism ”. Q uite am bivalen t feelings and  fru s tra tio n s  a re  likely 
to  arise in  su c h  a  situation  for those  a t a d isadvantage, resu lting  a t tim es 
in  o u trig h t rejections. This is especially  so if th e  sam e situ a tio n  is being 
experienced  over a  p ro trac ted  period of tim e an d  if one’s efforts to get 
rid  of “b ack w ard n ess"  a re  rep ea ted ly  doom ed to failure. W hat E urope 
m ay m ean  for B u lgaria  (and th e  B alkans) in  th e  fu tu re  seem s to be 
d ep e n d en t on  w hether it will choose to a s s is t  it m ore reso lu te ly  in  its  
m o d ern isa tio n  efforts, w ith o u t m arg inalis ing  it th is  tim e, or w h e th e r it 
will con tinue to regard  it a s  a  periphery  to be e ither ignored or exploited 
in various ways.
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