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An Analysis of the Users of the Cremation Facility after the 
Launching of the Seoul Memorial Park 

 
Park, Bok Soon / Park, Tae Ho / Lee, Phil Do 

Translator: Satoru TANAKA 
 

Abstract 

 
The cremation rate has been explosively rising in the recent decades in Korea mainly due 

to the effective mobilization of mass media and due to the social change caused by the demographic 
variables such as ageing, nuclear family, urbanization and the weakened traditional way of thinking. 
The explosive rising of the cremation rate caused lack of cremation facilities and the inconveniences 
of the utilizers. This also increased the economic burden, too. Instead of these situations, the local 
governments are negligent in supplying cremation facilities. 

This study is focused on analyzing the changes of the utilizers and the effects of the Seoul 
memorial park. The establishment of the Seoul memorial park affects not merely the Seoul area 
which continues to raise the cremation rate but also the other regions. 

The Seoul memorial park is becoming the main match mark facility for the other regional 
governments. It is very important that we found that the most of the utilizers of the Seoul memorial 
park were very satisfied with the services rendered by the park. According to the findings of this 
study that analyzed the data of the utilization of the four cremation facilities around the 
metropolitan area for 8 months of use since the launching of the Seoul memorial park, it turns out 
that the defect problems of the cremation faculties were solved at least in terms of quantity. 
However, the quality of such service facilities is still lacking. Then reviewing the number of deaths 
and the rising cremation rate, the problem of inconveniences in using the cremation facilities in the 
metropolitan area was not fully improved, yet. This study draws an important conclusion that Seoul 
city government and the Kyunggido government need to establish additional cremation and funeral 
facilities in order to solve the existing problems in terms of both quantity and quality. 

 
Key Words	  Cremation rate, Cremation facilities, Seoul Memorial Park, Change of the utilizers, 

Supplying facilities 
 
 


