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PENSACOLA IN THE WAR FOR SOUTHERN
INDEPENDENCE
by JULIEN C. YONGE

P ATRIOTIC ARDOR grew steadily in Pensacola during the latter
part of 1860 and reached a height when Florida seceded

from the Union on January 10, 1861. Two companies of volun-
teers had already been organized there: the Pensacola Guards with
A. H. Bright as captain, and the Rifle Rangers, Edward A. Perry,
captain.

On January 5 Senator Yulee had advised that “. . . the im-
mediately important thing to be done is the occupation of the
forts. The Naval Station and fort at Pensacola are of first con-
sequence.”

So Governor Madison S. Perry determined to take over the
Navy Yard and forts at Pensacola and asked aid from Alabama.
In reply two hundred and twenty-four men under Colonel Ten-
nant Lomax were sent to Pensacola, where they and the Pensa-
cola companies were placed under the command of William H.
Chase. 1 commissioned major-general by Governor Perry.

General Chase on January 12 ordered the Pensacola com-
panies and the Alabamians, all under Colonel Lomax, accom-
panied by Richard L. Campbell and Captain V. M. Randolph, to
seize the Navy Yard. Colonel Lomax demanded the surrender of
the Yard from Commodore James Armstrong. Resistance being
useless, the Yard was surrendered. The flag of the United States
was lowered and a flag run up of thirteen alternate stripes of red
and white and blue field with a large white star. 2

The three Pensacola forts, Barrancas and McRee on the
mainland and Pickens across the channel on Santa Rosa Island,
were not prepared for defense, and the total United States force,
under Lieutenant L. J. Slemmer abandoned the mainland forts

1. One of the leaders in all of the activities at Pensacola in 1860-61
was William H. Chase, a native of Massachusetts, and under whom,
as  a  major  in  the  Engineer ing  Corps  of  U.  S .  Army,  the  for t s  on
Pensacola harbor had been built. He had resigned from the Corps
in  1856 ,  was  l iv ing  in  Pensaco la ,  was  a  c iv ic  l eader  and  pr ime
mover  in  the  bu i ld ing  of  the  Alabama and  F lor ida  R.R.  of  which
he was president.

2. J. T. Scharf, History of the Confederate States Navy. (Albany, 1884)
p. 602.  

[ 357 ]
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(Pensacola OBSERVER)
(July 6, 1861)

(Apparently this company was not enlisted.)
(Note the careless or difficult War printing)
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after destroying what ammunition he could not move and, spik-
ing the guns, retired to Fort Pickens which had long been vacant.
Here he refused repeated demands for its surrender, and en-
deavored to place it in some state of defense. Doubtless it could
have been taken then by the forces in Pensacola; but the Florida
senators in Washington, with Senator Jefferson Davis, still hop-
ing to leave the Union without war, telegraphed State authorities
advising that no blood be shed. So no attack was made on Fort
Pickens with its meager garrison.

Pensacola was now, because of the situation there, before the
eyes of the entire country, North and South. This continued for
several months, for Fort Pickens was one of a very few spots in
the South over which the flag of the Confederacy never floated.

In January a company of U. S. artillerymen under Captain
Vodges sailed for Fort Pickens, but Vodges was instructed not to
land unless hostilities had begun.

With the firing on Fort Sumter and President Lincoln’s
call for troops, the truce at Fort Pickens ended. The forces on
both sides were now built up steadily, but it was some time before
a collision occurred. This was a night battle, not much more
than a skirmish, on Santa Rosa Island when the camp of the
Federal forces before Pickens was attacked without result and the
Confederate forces retired. (An account of this by Colonel J. L.
Larkin follows.) 

Subsequent fighting around Pensacola was fierce artillery
duels across the entrance of the harbor. The Confederates under
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General Braxton Bragg had built a series of batteries extending
in a semicircle of several miles from the Navy Yard to Fort
McRee. There was serious damage on both sides with no other
fighting. The Navy Yard and the village of Warrington were
entirely destroyed.

As the entrance to Pensacola harbor was controlled by the
Federals, the town was of little advantage to the Confederacy and
it was evacuated in May 1862, after everything in the area that
could be of any service to the Federals was destroyed. The region
remained in Federal hands during the remainder of the War.

The above is but a summary of what occurred in Pensacola
in 1860-1862. A complete account, with full references and
citations, is included in this Quarterly: Civil War Operations in
and Around Pensacola, by Edwin C. Bearss. (vol. XXXVI. pp.
125-165. Oct. 1957)    

 THE DOCUMENTS 

As the clouds gathered in 1860-61 patriotism in Pensacola
rose with them. There is mute evidence of this in the following
documents preserved by C. C. Yonge who had a part in what
Pensacolians were doing then. 1

C O M M I T T E E  O N  S A F E T Y

The following is the oath to support the Constitution of the Confed-
erate States, and the list of citizens who have taken it according to a
resolution adopted at a general meeting of the citizens of Pensacola, held
on the 26th ult.:

I do most sincerely and solemnly swear before Almighty God, without
mental reservation of any kind, that I will support and defend the con-
stitution of the Confederate States of America, and that I will in all
things demean myself as a true and faithful citizen of the said Con-
federate States; and I do promise that I will endeavor to discover and
will report any and every unfaithful person of whom I may obtain
reliable intelligence. So help me God.

1.  The  or ig ina ls  of  a l l  of  the  fo l lowing documents  a re  in  the  P .  K.
Yonge Library of Florida History, University of Florida Library.
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The undersigned hereby agree to pay the sums opposite
our respective names for the purpose of equipping, and supply-
ing the families of, two companies of twelve month volunteers
to be raised in the County of Escambia for the Confederate Army.
Samuel J. Gonzalez pr. C.C.Y. ($100 pd to R.L.C  . . . . . . . . . . $200.00
C. C. Yonge ( p d $75) one soldier or ( $ 1 5 0 ) . . .  . . . . . . . . . . $150.00
Rich. L. Campbell (150) (RLC)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 300.00
Wm. W. J. Kelly (paid to C.C.Y.) in full . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.00
G. W. E. Bedell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200.00
Gam Bell Paid in full to J.E.S. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.00
Joseph Mitchell (Paid $10) C.C.Y.) ...................................... 25.00
M. Quigles paid in full  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.00
Isa Smith in full (paid) (R.L.C.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00
B. J. Moreno (paid R. L. Campbell) in full ...................... 2 5 .00
M. Pierson in full . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00
James. S  ........................................................................................... 10.00
Aaron Hendrix paid in full  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25 .00
A. Marzoni (paid C.C.Y.) in full  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00
Thos. Gorman (paid C.C.Y.) full . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00
Spotswood & Moreno Paid in full  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.00
Dillon Jordan pd (C.CY.) in full  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00
Willis Milner paid on a/c $30.00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200.00
Mrs. Caldwell pd in full . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.00
D. deRocheblave Paid J.E.S. in full  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00
F. Moreno (p. 10 per month 5 mo)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00

1450.00
John Kingsbury  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 5.00
H. F. Ingraham . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00
H. Holmes Amt. his bill (R.L.C.) 20 2 5 / 1 0 0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00
B. D. Wright ($10 to C.C.Y.) pd in full . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00
J. O. Smith pd in full . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.00
A. R. Baker (paid C.C.Y.) in full  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00
Sebastian Barrios (paid C.C.Y.) in full . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 .00
James Knowles Paid J.E.S. in full . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00
G. P. Knapp (R.L.C. paid in full) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00
L. M. Merritt (Paid. Recd. by R.L.C.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00
Charles Barkley paid in full  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00
John Pinney paid $65  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75.00
Jas. N. Moreno (paid C.C.Y.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00
W. F. Teat E.&O.E .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00
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John Salter E.&O.E. .................................................................. 25.00
Abercrombie & Co. in full ($100 per month 3 month ..... 300.00
Peter Knowles in full paid .................................................................. 25.00
A. C. Blount paid .................................................................................... 50.00
E. E. Simpson (Paid to R.L.C.) ...................................................... 50.00
Henry Hyer ($5 per month for 12 months) ......... ... ........... 60.00
Jackson Morton ($50.00 feet lumber equal .............................. 50.00
J. C. Whiting & Co. pd. in full ...................................................... 25.00
Judah & LeBaron Paid  $150 R.L.C. .............................  300.00
Theodore Moreno ....................................................................................... 40.00
Geo. W. Hutton in full paid ............................................................ 25.00
in full O. M. Avery Paid to J.E.S.. ............................................... 25.00
C. N. Jordan $5 per month for 12 months ..............................
A. L. Avery ten dollars pr month for 12 mo. ......................    120.00

Paid $10 C.C.Y.
C. Cullen ............................ .............................. ............... ... ............... ... .... 2.50
Jacob Weiss (paid C.CY.) ............................................................... 20.00
C. A. W . (paid C.C.Y.) ........ ......................................................... .. ... 10.00
S. C. Gonzalez (paid C.C.Y.) ..................... ... ............. ..................... 5.00
S. McClellan (paid C.C.Y.) .............................................................. 25.00
Jas. H. Nicholson paid in full ....................................... .................... 5.00
F. Bobe & Co. (paid S.E.S.) . .................................................... ....... 50.00
A. Charbonier in full ................................... . ..........................................  10.00
Wm. H. Baker paid C.C.Y. ....................................... ... ...................... 25.00
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W. Webb paid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00
John G. Honacker paid  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.00
P. Gorman (paid C.C.Y.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.00
George Pfeiffer pd.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00
Capt. Pete paid $ 10  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.50
C. H. Gingles paid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00
P. F. Cayle paid C.C.Y. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00
T. Bement Paid JES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00
P. A. Caro five Dollars  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.00
J. M. Henderson paid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00
Costi (to C.C.Y.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00
Henry Johnson (paid C.C.Y.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00
James Gonzalez in full  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00
Joseph Sierra . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00
W. L. Cuzzens  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 5 .00
Joseph C. Crosby Cash (RLC) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.00
A. E. Maxwell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.00
W. H. Wisdom  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00
Jas. W. Hall paid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.00

* * *

ROLL COMPANY A (PENSACOLA RIFLE RANGERS)-
2nd FLORIDA INFANTRY

Captains Bryan, W. C.
Edward A. Perry Bittz, A.
W. D. Ballantine Byrnes ,  F rank     

Byrnes, J. M.
1st Lieutenants Caldwell, R. C.

Christian, L. E. C. Humphrey  
  William F. Lee Church, H.        

L. T. Landrum Clark, J. P.
Clifford, G. C.

2nd Lieutenants Colson, E. W.

H. F. Riley
Conklin, J. W.      

D. F. Bradley
Cooper ,  C .  E .   
Cunningham, J.   
Curry, R.

Enlisted Men Curtis, Z. E. C.
Aldred, J. A. Cushman, H. C.   
Amos, J. E. Davis, B. B.
Barnes, F.  Deer, D. H.
Bobe, J. V. Dennison, W. H.
Bond, W. Ditmar, John 
Bower, F. M. Ditmar, Noyes 
Bowers, S. A. Dixon, A. B. 
Brewer, J. W. Dow, R.        
Brosnaham, George O.    Ellis, C. H. 

13

Yonge: Pensacola in the War for Southern Independence

Published by STARS, 1958



370 FLORIDA  HISTORICAL  QUARTERLY

Fenley, J. T.
Flourney, W.
Flournoy, G.
Flowers, T.
Floyd, J. B.
Fowler, W. 
Gee, W. A.
Gerard, J.
Givens, D. C.
Glass, S.
Gleason, J.
Grinnell, G. F.
Haley, J. H.
Harrison, Frank M.
Harrison, J. W.
Harrison, W. H.
Hendrix, J. S.
Hernandez, A. J. 
Hooper
Jones, J.
Jordan, R. S.
Julian, B.
Kelher, B.
Kennedy, W. D.
Keyser, A. W.
Knight, B. R.
Knight, D. M.
Knight, J. C. 
Knight, J. H. 
Knowles, D. C.
Landrum, S. M.
Luckie, James T.

McKindlay, J. L.
Maura, Frank
Merrell, W. J.
Merritt, J. T.
Milligan, R.
Milsted, F.
Morris, J. H.
Nall, J. A.
Odam, W. H.
Penny, A. J.
Penny, J. L.
Perry, C. H.
Phillips, W. H.
Powell, J.
Quinn, W.
Reed, D. B. R.
Riley, R.
Rosson, T. N.
Sherman, J. 
Shippey, C. S. 
Shuttleworth, J.
Sills, W. B.
Squires ,  W.  W.
Taylor, D. B.
Towles, W.
Turner, L. B.
Villar, A.
Visor, George 
Waters, L.
Way, S.
Webster, W. 
Wilkins, M. 

ROLL COMPANY K (PENSACOLA GUARDS)-
1st FLORIDA INFANTRY

(mustered in April-June, 1861)

Captains
A. H. Bright
Augustus O. MacDonell
Daniel Williams 

1st Lieutenant
William McR. Jordan

2nd Lieutenants
Robert Abercrombie
J. J. Vaughen Brown, H. S.    

3rd Lieutentant
Benj. F. Overman

Austin, C. B.
Bachelor, J. J.
Bell,  William T.
Bhutrun, William
Binnicker, James L.
Blaylock, Albert B.
Brent, Daniel G.
Bonifay, Eugene C.
Bonifay, Francis C.
Bonifay, Henry
Bridges, James 

r, WilliamBuckne

Enlisted Men
Allen, Loning G.
Anderson, John
Andrew, William
Amos, E. W.
Anthony, H.
Armstrong, A.

Caro, James W. 
Chamberlain, G. V. 
Christian, August   
Clark, John      
Collier, William H
Commyns, Joseph
Commyns, Thomas
Coson, J.
Cradock, J. Hindon
Crawford, James

olme
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Crosby, Richard
Dallas, T. B.
Davis, George W.
Davis, Oliver
Defu, Andrew J.
Duffu, J.
Dukes, David H.
Duncan ,  W.  D .
Gatlin, S.
Gonzales, Jasper G.
Gonzales, Manuel F.
Gunter, Decater
Goodwyn, Iverson
Hale, J. L.
Hall, Albert
Hall
Hawks, W.
Hart, James
Hardee, Robert J.
Hatch, Henry
Hernandez, M.
Hernandez, Randolph
Hernandez, Robert
Hinton, Josh
Horten, Neil H.
Hunte r ,  Edward
Hyer, Albert
Hyer, Louis
Jackson, Bolling
Johnson, Daniel
Jordan, George
Kelly, Barnard
Kelly, Pat
Kilpatrick, William
King, W. J.
Kirwin, John W.
Laird, Louis
Laird, W.             
Lent, Charles
Leminox, F. M.
Lindsey, H.
McCardle, Isaac
McCarty, Charles
McCoy, Robert
McDonald, William M.

Mier, William
Mitchell, George N. J.
Mobley, J. A.
Morris, Warren
Nall, J. A.
Neely, James
Newton, Charles A.
Nicholson, J. W.
Nipper, J. F.
Norris, John M.
Norris, William J.
O’Neil, Peter
Reese, George
Rodgers, J. D.
Rodgers, William L.
Roberts, James B.
Roberts, J. D
Runyan, William Bell
Sanchus, G.
Seely, John W.
Serra, Charles P.
Smith, John A.
Smith, C. J.
Sparrow, Patrick S.
Stevens, Burrell
Stewart, Clarence H.
Stockwell, Samuel
Thompson, B. W.
Touart,  Frank
Touart, Francis
Turner, Thomas
Umphress, J. B.
Walker, James
Ward, Michael
Ware, James H.
Watson, William F.
White, William O.
Welch, Isaac
Williams, R. G.
Woodburn, John A.
Woolf, Thomas D.
Worrel, R. P.
Wynn, Charles E.
Yniestra, Gregory

15

Yonge: Pensacola in the War for Southern Independence

Published by STARS, 1958


	Pensacola in the War for Southern Independence
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1618508165.pdf.ORYMC

