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Abstract

In my thesis | focus on the Saggara tomb of the vizier Akhethotep, which was
usurped by the prince Nebkauhor (with the intimate name of Idu). The tomb, located
in the area north of the causeway of Unis and south of the enclosure wall of the step
pyramid of king Djoser, was excavated by Egytian archaeologist Selim Hassan
during the archaeological season of 1937-8. Unfortunately, the tomb was later
unadequately, only summarily published. With regard to the historical importance of
the inscriptions and scenes which survived in the tomb, | decided to work up these
important archaeological and epigraphic materials in my PhD dissertation. The first
chapter of the dissertation includes a brief introduction to the Sagqgara Cemetery. The
second chapter deals with the history of the so-called Unis Cemetery and the
architecture of the tomb. The third chapter contains description and interpretation of
the scenes and inscriptions. The fourth chapter is a sort of an appendix with the list
fragments of reliefs found in the tomb and belonging to its original decoration. And
the final fifth chapter contains an overview of the turbulent times at the end of the
Fifth Dynasty and the beginning of the Sixth Dynasty, and notes on the life of the two
tomb owners, Akhethotep and Nebkauhor. This section also includes an analysis of

material relating to the dating of the tomb.

Ve své disertaci se zabyvam hrobkou vezira Achethotepa v Sakkare, jiZ si
posléze zabral princ Nebkauhor (ptezdivany Idu). Hrobku prozkoumal v archeologcké
povrchné publikoval. Vzhledem k historickému vyznamu napisl a scén v hrobce jsem
se rozhodl ji dukladné zpracovat v ramci své doktorské dissertace. Hrobka prince
Nebkauhora se nachdzi severn€ od vzestupné cesty Venisovy pyramidy a jizn€ od
ohradni zdi Stupiiovité pyramidy krale DZosera, na zapad od hrobky muze jménem
Nianchba a na vychod od skalni hrobky Hermeruovy. Prvni kapitolu této studie tvoii
strucny tvod k sakkarskému pohiebisti. Druhd kapitola se zabyva tzv. Venisovym
pohiebistém a architekturou hrobky. Tteti kapitola obsahuje popis a interpretaci scén
a napisti. Ctvrta kapitola je svého druhu dodatek se seznamem fragmentti naleZejicich
k hrobce. Posledni, pata kapitola obsahuje ptehled hlavnich udalosti na piclomu
turbulentniho obdobi konce 5. a pocatku 6. dynastie a poznamky o postaveni obou
majiteld hrobky, Achethotepa a Nebkauhora. Tato ¢&st rovnéz zahrnuje diskusi

k materialu relevantnimu pro dataci hrobky.
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CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION

Saqqara, the largest cemetery of the Memphite Necropolis and the very heart
of the pyramid fields, contains a great number of tombs beginning with those of the
members of the first royal families and high officials from the First Dynasty to the

Christian era.

It is thought that the rulers of the First and the Second Dynasties used to build
for themselves two tombs, one in Abydos, and another in Sagqara, although at present
an opinion prevails that the tombs in Saggara belonged not to the kings, but members
of the ruling elite." In the Third Dynasty, its first king, Djoser, built his pyramid
complex slightly to the north of the cemetery of his Second Dynasty predecessors. His
tomb, the Step Pyramid, is considered to be the first large monument built in stone in
the ancient world.? To the south of the Step Pyramid complex is another pyramid

dating to the Third Dynasty belonging to Sekhemkhet.?

The rulers of the Fourth Dynasty built their tombs elsewhere: in Meidum,
Dahshur, Giza and Abu Roash, while some of the Fifth Dynasty kings built at Abusir.
However, Userkaf, and the last three kings of the Fifth Dynasty- Menkauhor,
Djedkare and Unis*- chose for Saqgara as their burial place.

The rulers of the Sixth Dynasty remained in the Saggara cemetery and so did
the last kings of the Old Kingdom. Several monuments dating to the First
Intermediate Period and the Middle Kingdom have also survived here.® In the New
Kingdom, there is general Horemheb’s private tomb,® built before his ascent to the
throne as king of Egypt. It can thus be seen that Saggara remained a popular place for

the royal cemeteries over the centuries.

! Emery, Great Tombs of the First Dynasty, passim

% Verner, The Pyramids, 108-140

% Goneim, Horus Sekhem-Khet, passim

* For more information about Unis Cemetery see, (Chapter 11)
> PM IIF%, 700-1

® G. Martin, Horemheb, passim



In my dissertation | shall focus on the Saggara tomb of the prince Nebkauhor.
This tomb was excavated by Selim Hassan during the archaeological season of 1937-
8. A brief report about the result of the excavation was published by Selim Hassan
himself and reedited by Zaki Iskander in 1975. (S. Hassan, Excavations at Saqqara,
1937-1938, Vol. I, (Re-ed) by Z. Iskander, The Mastaba of Neb-Kaw-Her, Cairo
(1975). The excavation of Selim Hassan resulted in discovering of twelve mastabas of
the Fifth and Sixth Dynasties, clearance of the causeway of Unis and part of the valley
temple. In the course of the clearance of Unis’s causeway, the discovery was made of
a large underground cemetery of the Second Dynasty, cut in the rock and containing a

series of galleries.’

The mastaba of Nebkauhor (with the intimate name of Idu) is located in the area
north of the causeway of Unis and south of the enclosure wall of the Step Pyramid of
king Djoser, west of the tomb of Niankhba,® and east of the rock-cut tomb of

Hermeru.

The previously cited first publication of Nebkauhor’s tomb is largely incomplete;
the inscriptions lack philogical commentary, most of the scenes remained unexplained
and also the plans of the monument are far from perfect. Therefore, this present
dissertation includes:

- A detailed plan of the monument.

- Complete photographic documentation of the decoration program of the tomb.

- A description of the architecture of the tomb.

- An interpretation of the scenes.

- An interpretation (facsimile, hieroglyphic transcription and commented translation
of all inscriptions) and a comparative study explaining the meaning and precise dating
of the tomb of Nebkauhor in the broader context of the Old Kingdom tombs at the

Saggara necropolis.

It is important to explain why | chose just this tomb from many other
insufficiently explored Saqgara tombs for an intensive study. The critical period of the

7 Hassan, ‘Excavations at Saqqara’, ASAE 38, 1938, 503
8 |dem, Hemet-Re, 41-8



late Fifth and early Sixth Dynasty, from which the tomb dates, needs to be studied in
the light of new historical sources. There is a severe lack of detailed information
referring to that period, and the ownership of the tomb raises a great many questions

which have previously not been answered.

The tomb owner was the King’s eldest son of his body, and a vizier; therefore, he
was a man of considerable importance. The tomb of Nebkauhor is also very important
for the study of the highest civil administrative titles in the Old Kingdom.® Moreover,
Akhethotep, the first owner of this tomb, and also the one for whom most of the
tomb’s decoration was carved, postdates some well known tomb owners such as
Ptahshepses from Abusir, and Ty from Saqgara, as well as Niankhkhnum and
Khnumhotep, at Saqgara. He also predates the well-known Sixth Dynasty tomb-
owners such as: Kagemni, Mereruka and Ankhmahor, so he was alive at a most
interesting time in Old Kingdom history. Nonetheless, previous studies have omitted
discussion on this dating aspect. In his description of the northern wall in the pillared
hall, S. Hassan,™® for instance, failed to describe several scenes and texts which |
examine and evaluate in my study of the tomb of Nebkauhor. Moreover, there are
errors in S. Hassan’s translation of the tomb inscriptions, especially in relation to

Nebkauhor’s biography.ll

The most difficult problem in my study of the tomb of Nebkauhor was that this
monument was used by the SCA as a Magazine (no.17), so it was difficult for me to
work inside as it was crowded with blocks, boxes and coffins. Therefore, prior to the
study | had to transport the blocks, boxes and coffins out of the tomb to the El-
Mohemat Magazine®? in Saqgara. A second great problem in my work was that | had
to choose and collect all the relief fragments from the original decoration of the tomb

of Nebkauhor among the artifacts stored inside this tomb-magazine.

In my study, | used the relevant archaeological sources and written documents that

refer to the tomb of Nebkauhor and the history, art and architecture of the Old

% Strudwick, N., ‘Notes on the mastaba of 3hz-htp; Hmi and Nb-k3w-Hr; Tdu at Saqqara’ GM 56, 1982,
89-94

1% Hassan, Neb-Kaw- Her, 8-44

! Goedicke, Rechtsinschriften, 81-103

12 Which means “Magazine of Commissions”?



Kingdom (see Bibliography). Invaluable information was discovered by the
comparative study of the scenes and inscriptions from Nebkauhor’s tomb with other
tombs from the late Fifth Dynasty and early Sixth Dynasty tombs in Sagqgara and this
of course made extensive visits to those sites a very time-consuming part of my work

— but one that | found very enjoyable.

OVERVIEW OF THE CONTENTS

The first chapter of my dissertation contains the introduction. The second chapter
deals with the Unis Cemetery and the architecture of the tomb. The third chapter
contains the description and interpretation of the scenes and inscriptions. The fourth
chapter list the fragments of the tomb. And the final fifth chapter contains notes on the
end of the Fifth Dynasty and the beginning of the Sixth Dynasty, and deals with the
life of the two tomb owners, Akhethotep and Nebkauhor. This section also includes

an analysis of material relating to the dating of the tomb.



Chapter I1: The Unis Cemetery

The Unis Cemetery was originally the cemetery of the first three kings of the
Second Dynasty.”® Later on Djoser chose this area in which to build his pyramid
complex.'* Little is known about the development of this cemetery between the reign
of Djoser and Unis,™ but we do know that the trenches of the Dry Moat surrounding
the Djoser’s pyramid complex were extensively used during the Fifth and Sixth
Dynasties for the construction of non-royal mastabas that were built in the side wall of

its trenches.®

The outside of the south trench of the Dry Moat surrounding the pyramid
complex of Djoser was filled in for the construction of Unis’s causeway and his boat
pits."” While the inner south trench was treated likewise, the central part was filled in

for establishing a cemetery for the royal family and the high officials.*®

According to Peter Munro,™ the cemetery of Unis consists of three lines of
tombs, line A, line B and line C, all being close to the mortuary temple of Unis. In this
part one can find the double mastaba of the royal wives Nebet and Khenut, a double
mastaba which rests on the bedrock between the inner and outer southern trenches of
the Dry Moat,” while the main part of the double mastaba was built above the filled

trench.?*

Close to that double mastaba, there are three mastabas dedicated to the high

officials: the vizier lynefert,?? the overseer of Upper Egypt Unisankh? and the vizier

B PM IIF, 613-614

“ Verner, The Pyramids, 108-140

> Munro, Der Unas—Friedhof, 3-4

16 Onderka, Unisankh, 13

1 Swelim, “The Dry Moat of Netereykhet complex’, in J. Baines et al. (eds.): Pyramid studies and other
Essays Presented to I.E.S. Edwards, 1988, 15

'8 Onderka, o.c 13

¥ Munro, o.c passim

% Munro, o.c 36

! Munro, o.c 3-8

%2 Kanawati and Abder-Raziq, lynefert, 11-31



lhy.?* The three mastabas were built on the same level as the double mastaba of the

royal wives.?

On the south east side of the Unis’s complex there are several tombs dating
back to early Fifth Dynasty: the tomb of Niankhkhnum and Khnumhotep,®® dating to
mid of Fifth Dynasty, most probably to the reigns of Neuserre or Menkauhor, the
tomb of Nefer?’ dating to early of Fifth Dynasty and the tomb of Irukaptah? dating to
the same time as the tomb of Nefer, etc.

The Unis Cemetery North-East is located to the east of the Unis Cemetery
North-West.? There we find another group of large mastabas, called by Munro, line C
consisting of two large mastabas of the vizier Nyankhba and the vizier Ahkethotep
Hemi (this tomb — the subject of this dissertation - usurped by Nebkauhor Idu); the

other mastabas in this area belonged to Kairer, Akhetihotep, Bebi, etc.®

At the beginning of the Sixth Dynasty, the vizier Mehu built his mastaba to the
east of the mastaba of Ihy. The mastaba of Akhethotep Hemi and the mastaba of Ihy
were usurped (respectively) by the King’s son Nebakauhor Idu and the King’s
daughter Sesheshet Idut during the Sixth Dynasty most probably during the reign of
Pepy I1.

The Unis Cemtery was used until the Late Period, when large Saite-Persian
shaft tombs were built within the mortuary temple area belonging to Unis and to the

south of Unis’s pyramid.**

% Onderka, o.c 54

 Kanawati and Abder-Razig, o0.c 33-73

% Munro, o.c 36

% Moussa and Altenmiiller, Nianchchnum und Chnumhotep, passim.
%" |dem, Nefer and Ka-Hay, passim

8 McFarlane, Irukaptah, passim

? Munro, o.c 6-7
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The Architecture of the tomb of Nebkauhor

The History of the tomb’s discovery and its first exploration:

The tomb of Nebkauhor (Idu)®* was excavated by Selim Hassan and Zakaria

Goneim during the 1937-1938 excavation seasons for the service of Egyptian

Antiquities. A brief report about the main results of the excavation was published by

Selim Hassan® and reedited by Zaki Iskander®* in 1975. The aforecited excavation of

Selim Hassan resulted in:

1-
2-

the discovery of twelve mastabas of the Fifth and Sixth Dynasties.

the clearance of the causeway leading from the valley temple of Unis to
the mortuary temple of Unis.

the clearance of a part of the valley temple of Unis, situated on the edge of
the cultivation zone.

the discovery, during the course of the clearance of the Unis’s causeway,
of a large underground cemetery of the Second Dynasty, cut in the rock

and containing a series of galleries.*®

The mastaba of Nebkauhor (Idu) is located in Saggara, north of the causeway of

Unis and south of the enclosure wall of the Step Pyramid of king Djoser, west of the

tomb of Niankhba,?® and east of the rock-cut tomb of Hermeru.®’

The mastaba is considered to be the largest tomb at the causeway of Unis; it
measures 34.20 x 18.80 m., and its extant height is 4.20 m.®

%2 pM IIP, 627-9
3 Hassan, ‘Excavations at Saqqara’, ASAE 38, 1938, passim

# Hassan, Neb-Kaw-Her, passim

% Hassan, ‘Excavations at Saqqara’, ASAE 38, 1938, 503
% Hassan, Hemet-Re, 41-8

%7 |dem, “Excavation at Saqqara’, ASAE 38, 1938, 512-19

% 1dem, Neb-kaw-Her, 5



The superstructure: *

The facade:

The fagade of the mastaba faces south, and retains four lower courses of local
limestone and two upper courses of fine white limestone; the uppermost course
survived only partly. The western wall consists of three courses of local limestone and
one course of fine white limestone, and so does the northern wall of which only slabs,
occurring in the middle, remain intact. The eastern wall retains three courses of local
limestone, the original courses of limestone of the facade are partly concealed by
masonry which was built by the usurper Nebkauhor in order to hide the name of the
original tomb owner Akhethotep,*® whose name he erased throughout the mastaba
substituting it with his own name.** The original fagade depicts the first tomb owner
facing east, while the eastern part of the facade shows the striding figures of the first

tomb owner with his titles.*?

The entrance (pl. I, A):

The door gives access to a narrow passage 3.18 m long which widens inside in

three stages, most probably the doors made of wood. The first one is 1.24 m, the
second one is 1.80 m, and the third one is 0.68 m long. On the right side of the
entrance are three uninscribed courses of fine white limestone, 1.26 m high, while on
the western side of the entrance are two courses of fine white limestone, 1.33 m high,
decorated with scenes in two registers. The lower register depicts the dragging of two
standing statues of the tomb owner, placed upon a sledge drawn by a gang of men,
while the upper register depicts the dragging of a sledge with two seated statues of the

tomb owner, a man burning incense, and a gang of men hauling on the rope.

% For the description of the scenes, see chapter three
“ Hassan, Neb-kaw-Her, 6
“l|dem, ‘Excavation at Saqqara’, ASAE 38, 1938, 512

2 1dem, Neb-kaw-Her, 6



The court (pl. I, B):

The court measures 5.60 x 2.38 m the extant height of its walls is 1.20 m. The

southern wall consists of one course of local limestone and two courses of fine white
limestone, the upper course being merely a fragment, while the western end of the
second course is lacking. The western and northern wall have each one course of local
limestone and one course of fine white limestone, while the eastern wall retains only
one course of local limestone. On the southern wall are depicted the remains of a
seine-netting scene. The eastern end of the second course of the northern wall is
missing; in the upper part of this course depicts a spear fishing scene in relief and is
painted. The eastern wall is decorated with a scene of offering bearers and offering

tables.

The Pillared Hall (pl. I, C):

At the eastern end of the northern wall of the court is a 0.82 m wide doorway,

the jambs of which retain only one course of local limestone. This door leads to the
pillared hall measuring 9.90 x 9.45 m. and now 3.80 m high.*® The floor of the hall is
unpaved, while its roof is supported by nine pillars made of limestone and arranged in
three rows of three pillars each; the pillars are decorated with the figures of the first
tomb owner with his titles. Each pillar measures approximately 1.69 x 1.65 m x 3.03
m high. According to S. Hassan, the hall was illuminated by means of sixteen

openings cut in the roof, arranged in four rows of four openings on each side.**

This pillared hall was built according to the same plan as the pillared hall of
the tomb of Nyankhba, but with a slight difference in the number of pillars: the roof
of the pillared hall of Nebkauhor is supported with nine pillars made of limestone and
arranged in three rows of three pillars, while the roof of the pillared hall of Nyankhba
is supported with sixteen pillars made of limestone and arranged in four rows of four
pillars.* Each hall has a staircase located in the northern side of the pillared hall and
this leads to the roof of the tomb.

“* 1bid
*Hassan, ‘Excavation at Saqgara’, ASAE 38, 1938, 513
**Idem, Hemet-Re, 43; PM II%, 629



The first architrave:

The second architrave is placed between the second and the third pillar. This
architrave- 2.64 m long, 0.61 m high and 0.84 m thick- is decorated on its western
side only. The scene is largely damaged, but it originally scene depicted six striding

figures of the first tomb owner with his titles.*°

The second architrave:
The first architrave is placed between the seventh pillar and the northern wall.
It is 2.64 m long, 0.61 m high and 0.84 m thick. The architrave is decorated with a

scene of five striding figures of the first tomb owner with his titles.*’

The northern wall:

The northern wall is the best-preserved part of the pillared hall. Its lower part
consists of two courses of local limestone and its upper part consists of four courses
of fine white limestone. The wall is divided into several registers, decorated with
scenes of offering bearers, men cooking geese and one plucking a goose, while the
life- size seated figure of the tomb owner looks on. Other scenes represent dancers,
offering tables, four shrines decorated with a hkr frieze, the journey to Sais,*®

1 51

slaughtering,”® musicians,®® a board-game called 'senet',®! and finally the Mww

dancers.*

The southern wall:
All that remains of this wall are five blocks from the uppermost course and the
bottom course between which is a modern masonry built by Hassan. The last block at

the eastern end of the upper course is missing. This wall was decorated with the

“ Ibid

*" |dem, Neb-kaw-Her, 10-11

*® Moussa and Altenmiiller, Nianchchnum und Chnumhotep, 46-55.

* Hassan, Neb-Kaw-Her, 24

*® Moussa and Altenmiiller, Nefer and Ka-Hay, 32

> push, Das Senet- brettspiel, 26-32.

%2 For a complete interpretation see, H. Junker, MDAIK IX, 1-40; Altenmiiller, ‘Zur Frage der Mww’,
in: SAK 2, 1975 : 2-7
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scenes of gardening and vintage, felling the trees,>* goats in the bushes™ and a gang

of men carrying the long trunk of a tree.

The eastern wall:

This wall was originally built of two courses of local limestone (at the bottom)
and three courses of fine white limestone above those rows. The two bottom courses
are intact, but only one block remains of the third course.’*The wall was decorated
with the scenes of agriculture, the papyrus gatherers,’’the boat construction,*’the
netting of fish,>°gutting fish, and the estate managers, all of which have parallels in

other tombs.®°

The western wall:

The western wall originally consisted of two courses of local limestone (at the
bottom) and five courses of fine white limestone. The two bottom courses are intact
and are painted black.®* The fourth course is entirely lacking. This wall was decorated
with scenes of a gang of priests and fowling.®* An important part of this wall covers a

long inscription®® which includes the tomb owner’s autobiography.®*

*% Davies, Ptahhetep and Akhethetep, 10

> For complete scene see Moussa and Altenmiiller, Nianchchnum und Chnumhotep, 73-4

** Varille, Ni-Ankh-Pepi, 15

% Hassan, Neb-Kaw-Her, 32

> D’Auria, Lacovara, and Roehrig, Mummies and magic, 85; Altenmiiller, Mehu, 42, 101; Vachala,
Die Relieffragmente, 132-3

% Firth and Gunn, TPC, 21, 114-15

%% Seine—netting scene appeared the first time at Saqgara tombs probably in the tomb of Kaaper, see
Barta, (Barta, South Abusir, 162-3, but the fishing scene appeared at the first time in Maidum in the
tomb of Rahotp according to Harpur, (Harpur, Decoration, 145, and Giza cemetery in the tomb Kawab,
see Simpson, Simpson, Kawab, 4

% Brovarski, Senedjemib, 150-1

%1 Hassan, Neb-Kaw-Her, 37

62 Kanawati and Abder-Raziq, lynefert, 19

% Hassan, Neb-Kaw-Her, 39-43

% Strudwick, N., Texts from the Pyramid Age, 261-2
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The Serdab (pl. I, D):

Adjacent to the western wall of the pillared hall is an oblong serdab measuring

8.25 x 1.25 m and 2.40 m high. The western wall of the serdab consists of one course
of local limestone and three courses of fine white limestone, while its eastern wall
consists of two courses of local limestone and three courses of fine white limestone;
the extant height is 1.20 m. In the eastern part of the serdab wall are three funnel-
shaped openings, measuring 0.73 x 0.45 m and communicating with the pillared

hall.®°

The ante-chamber (plan. I, E):

At the southern end of the eastern wall a 0.75 m wide doorway opens into the
ante-chamber measuring 5.78 x 2.76 m.®*From the antechamber only one course of
the eastern wall of fine white limestone survived while the remainder are stones of the
local variety. The floor of the ante-chamber is unpaved. In the south-eastern corner of
this wall is embedded a rectangular monolithic basin made of fine white limestone

measuring 1.06 x 0.39 m.

The southern wall:
From the wall survived only two of the lowest courses of local limestone

which are painted black.

The eastern wall:
The wall consists of two bottom courses of local limestone, also painted black,
above which is one course of fine white limestone above. The wall was decorated

with a slaughtering scene.

The western wall:

The wall consists of two courses of local limestone at the bottom. The
limestone in this wall is in a bad condition. This wall was decorated with the name
and titles of the first tomb owner, the scene of a procession of five men facing north,

and the scene of the first tomb owner holding a long staff with his son are preserved.

% Hassan, Neb-Kaw-Her, 44
% Ibid, 44-45
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The northern wall:
This wall retains one course of local limestone and three courses of fine white
limestone; this wall was decorated with the scene of a procession of five men carrying

jars of wine in their hands.

The mortuary chapel (Cult chapel) (pl. I, F):

At the eastern end of the northern wall of the ante-chamber, a doorway 0.73 m
wide opens into the mortuary chapel. Both door jambs of this wall retain one course
of local limestone and two courses of fine white limestone. The size of this chapel is
7.78 x 2.57 m and its extant height is 4.15 m.%” The orientation of this room is east-
west with a false door occupying the western wall (Reisner’s type 7);%® it first appears
in Fifth Dynasty, in the pyramid temples of Sahure, Neferirkare, and Neuserre. Y.
Harpur believes that the earliest example of an east-west cult chapel in a multi-
roomed, or complex, chapel might be that of Ankhmare at Saqgara; according to her,

this tomb dates back to the reign of Menkauhor.®®

Harpur has analyzed the program of decoration on the walls of the east-west
cult chapel with long north and south walls entered from the north or south in the
multiple-roomed chapels of the late the Fifth Dynasty and the beginning of Sixth

Dynasty in very concise terms.”

The cult chapel of the tomb of Kagemni’* was built using the same plan of the

cult chapel as the tomb of Nebkauhor.

The western jamb:

The jamb was decorated with the scene of offering bearers and the scene of a

gang of men overthrowing a bull.”

7 1bid, 46

% Brovarski, Senedjemib, 16

® Harpur, Decoration, 23

" Brovarski, Senedjemib, 16

™ PM 1%, 521-525; von Bissing, Gem- Ni- Kai, passim
"2 Hassan, Neb-Kaw-Her, 52-53
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The eastern jamb:
This jamb was also decorated with the scene of offering bearers and the scene

of a gang of men overthrowing a bull.

The eastern wall:
The wall retains two courses of local limestone and three courses of fine white

limestone; it was decorated with a slaughtering scene.”

The western wall:

The wall was originally occupied with the huge false door, which was made of
fine white limestone, but now is badly damaged, nothing more than a few fragments
surviving. To the right of the false door is an offering stone, a large rectangular
offering bench of fine white limestone, measuring 2.56 m x 0.71m x 0.41 m wide,
which rests against the northern wall of this room. The bench is surrounded by a
cavetto-and—torus cornice on its southern and eastern sides. Similar benches form a
standard part of the service equipment in Reisner’s type 7 chapels in a number of
important tombs of the end of the Fifth Dynasty and the early Sixth Dynasty at Giza

and Saqqgara.”™

The southern wall:

The southern wall originally consisted of two courses of local limestone at the
bottom and six courses of fine white limestone above it. This wall was decorated with
an offering table scene, the scene of a procession of offering bearers and priests,
offerings and an offering list; the upper part of this wall was decorated with the hkr-

frieze typical for later Old Kingdom tombs.”

The northern wall:
The northern wall originally consisted of two courses of local limestone at the
bottom and six courses of fine white limestone above it. This wall was decorated with

an offering table scene, the scene of a procession of offering bearers and priests,

" 1bid
™ Brovarski, Senedjemib, 19
Plbid, 22
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offerings, offering list, and the scene of the first tomb owner seated upon a lion-footed

chair.”

The offering table:

At the end of the western wall of the cult chapel is a large offering table built
of fine white limestone. The original length of this table was 2.10 m, but now it is
only 1.61 m long, its breadth is 0.60 m, and its height is 0.52 m. On its eastern side is
a flight of four steps cut from a single block of fine white limestone; each step is 0.61
m broad and 0.63 m high. Far from it is a rectangular block made out of fine white
limestone, measuring 2.10 x 0.70 x 0.50 m; it lies on the other side of the base of the
northern wall of the chapel and probably served as a “side-board” on which the
offerings stood before being placed upon the offering table. There are many tombs
which contain in the chapel offering table like this, for example the tomb of

Kagemni.”” The floor of the chapel is unpaved.’

The offering room (pl. | G):

At the eastern end of the northern wall of the cult chapel is a doorway
measuring 0.74 m wide and 2.11 m high: it leads to the offering room 4.19 x 1.27 m.

The eastern jamb:

The jamb consists of two courses of local limestone and three courses of fine
white limestone; it was decorated with a scene of gang of men dragging jars of wine
on the sledges. We have similar scenes in the tomb of Queen Nebet, which was a

tomb very close to that of Nebkauhor.

The western jamb:
The jamb consists of two courses of local limestone and three courses of fine
white limestone; this jamb is also decorated with the scene of a gang of men dragging

jars of wine on sledges.

7 Cherpion, Mastabas et hypogées, 35; Steindorff, Ti, pl. 16; Junker, Giza. VI, fig. 31-34
" von Bissing, Gem-ni-kai, 8-12

™ Hassan, Neb-Kaw-Her, 52
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The eastern wall:

The wall consists of two courses of local limestone and three courses of fine
white limestone; it was decorated with the scene of jars in a chest and a gang of men
dragging jars.

The western wall:
The wall consists of two courses of local limestone and three courses of fine
white limestone; it was decorated with a scene of jars and chests and a gang of men

dragging or carrying jars of wine.

The northern wall:
The wall consists of two courses of local limestone and three courses of fine
white limestone; it was decorated with the scene of jars in a chest and a gang of men

dragging or carrying jars and chests.

The storerooms (pl. I, H):

The storerooms are situated in the southern end of the western wall of the
ante-chamber. They are accessible through a doorway, 0.65 m wide; opening into a
passage 9.80 m long, 1.00 m wide, but now is 2.84 m high. The southern wall of the
passage retains four courses of local limestone and two large courses of fine white
limestone, while its northern wall retains three courses of local limestone, and one
large course of fine white limestone; the western wall consists of one course of local
limestone and three courses of fine white limestone. The floor of the passage is
unpaved and the roof is now destroyed. In the northern wall of the passage are four

doorways opening into four store rooms.”

Storeroom no.1, (pl. I, 1):

At the beginning of the passage, a doorway 0.67 m wide and 1.50 m high
gives access to the first store room which has an oblong plan and measures 3.63 X
1.54 m; now it is 1.73 m high. The jamb of the doorway consists of three courses of
local limestone and one course of fine white limestone; on the third course from the

bottom was a hieratic quarry-mark in red paint which is now unreadable.

™ bid, 58
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In the left hand jamb is a cylindrical bolt-hole measuring 10 cm. The lintel of
the doorway is missing, the southern part of the eastern wall of the store room consists
of two courses of local limestone and one course of fine white limestone, while the
western wall consists of four courses of local limestone and one course of fine white

limestone. The middle part of the wall is destroyed.®

In the upper right end of this course are two small round holes cut in the wall,
the first one measuring 6 cm, while the second one measuring 10 cm, and the distance

between them is 20 cm. Most probably used for turning circle of a door?
The northern wall retains two courses of local limestone and one course of

fine white limestone, while the southern wall consists of three courses of local

limestone and one course of fine white limestone. There are no decorations.

Storeroom no.2, (pl. I, 2):

The second doorway, 0.62m.wide and 1.50m. high, gives access to the second
storeroom which measuring 3.90 x 1.56 x 1.70m. high. The jambs of the doorway are
built of four courses of local limestone and one course of fine white limestone. Beside
the upper south eastern corner of the left hand jamb a hole is bored diagonally
between the jamb and northern wall of the passage; probably rope was run through
this hole and attached to this bolt, either for the purpose of sliding it in or out of its
socket or for the purpose of sealing it after the door was finally closed.® All the
lintels and the doors were made of wood and locked from inside with bolt.%

The eastern wall of the store room consists of four courses of local limestone
and one course of fine white limestone, while the northern wall retains one course of

local limestone and one course of fine white limestone; the southern and western wall

% 1bid

* 1bid, 59

8 Vetakov and Kormysheva, Door to the Tomb of Khafraankh Reconstruction, Times, Signs and
Pyramids. Studies in Honour of Miroslav Verner on the Occasion of His Seventieth Birthday (V.G.
Callender, L. Bare§, M. Barta, J. Jandk, J. Krejci, eds), Charles University in Prague (2011),
unpublished
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consist of four courses of local limestone and one course of fine white limestone.

There are no decorations.

Storeroom no.3, (pl. I, 3):

The third doorway is 0.65 m wide and 1.52 m high. It gives access to the third
store room measuring 3.85 x 1.47m and 1.65 m high; the right jamb of the doorway
consists of four courses of local limestone and one course of fine white limestone,
while the left jamb consists of one course of local limestone and two courses of fine
white limestone. Besides the lower southeastern corner of this jamb is a diagonally
bored hole similar to that in the second doorway. The northern wall consists of four
courses of local limestone and one course of fine white limestone. The western wall
consists of one course of local limestone and two courses of fine white limestone,
while the eastern wall consists of four course of local limestone and one course of fine
white limestone. This room was originally roofed with large slabs of fine white
limestone of which the northernmost two still remain in situ. Above this room there
was originally another one of the same dimensions, which was also used as a store.

No decoration exists.

Storeroom no.4, (pl. |, 4):

The fourth doorway is 0.65 m wide and 1.50 m high. The right jamb consists
of four courses of fine white limestone, while the left one consists of one course of
local limestone and three courses of white limestone. A diagonal hole for the bolt is
bored in the south western corner of the left jamb. This doorway gives the accesses to
a store room measuring 3.90 x 1.52 m, with a height of 1.50 m. The eastern and
southern wall consist of one course of local limestone and three courses of fine white
limestone, while the western wall consists of one course of local limestone and two
courses of fine white limestone, and the northern wall retains two courses of local
limestone. This room was also roofed with large limestone slabs, two of which, 1.50

m long and 0.38 m thick, remain in situ at its northern end.®®

8 bid, 60
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Storeroom no.5 (pl. I, 5):

At the western end of the passage is a doorway, 0.64 m wide and 1.50 high,
opening into the fifth store room. The room measures 5.75 x 1.43 m. The jambs of the
doorway consist of one course of local limestone and two courses of fine white
limestone. A hole for the bolt is bored through the centre of the north eastern corner
of the right jamb. The eastern wall of the room consists of one course of local
limestone and five courses of fine white limestone, while the western wall consists of
five courses of fine white limestone. The southern wall consists of one course of local

limestone and three courses of fine white limestone.®*

The substructure:

The descending passage, (pl. 11, 1):

In the floor of the pillared hall between the eastern wall and the easternmost
pillars of the northern wall opens the descending passage. Its entrance is rectangular
and measures 2.02 x 1.06 m. The passage is cut in the bed rock and paved with slabs
of local limestone and roofed with horizontal slabs of local limestone. From the lower
end of the floor of this passage a smaller passage 1.28 x 0.88 m, steeply descends
towards the west. After the sarcophagus was safely introduced into the burial
chamber, a wall was built between the two openings. The space between them was
filled with limestone chips, and the smaller passage was roofed and paved with slabs
of local limestone. After the day of burial, this passage was plugged by long,
rectangular blocks of fine white limestone. After a distance of 7.50 m., the smaller
passage continues to be horizontal for a further 3.15 m, until it reaches the burial
chamber. The tomb-robbers broke into the chamber by removing the filling between
the great and small passage and destroying part of the walls of the latter near its

eastern end.®®

The descending passage has the same plan as the descending passage of the

tomb of Nyankhba. Both of them lie between the eastern wall of the pillared hall and

8 The doors which lead to the store rooms were closed with red bricks, because this tomb is used
nowadays as a store magazine Number 17
% Hassan, Neb-Kaw-Her, 56-7
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the eastern row of the pillars and both of them are cut in the bed rock® and lead to the

burial chamber.

The burial chamber, (pl. 11, J):

The descending passage leads to the large burial chamber entirely cut in the

bed rock. It is divided into two parts, the easternpart- a vestibule- measuring 8.60 x
3.30 m, while the western part, where the sarcophagus originally stood, measures 3.85
X 2.45 m. The extant height of the burial chamber being 2.95 m, the floor of the burial
chamber is unpaved, while the walls covered with a layer of plaster, most of which
has scaled off. In the western part is an oblong rock-cut shelf measuring 3.85 x 0.47
m. It is cut in the wall at a distance of 1.52 m from the floor. This shelf served to
support one side of the heavy lid of the sarcophagus, which lay open ready to receive
the mummy on the day of burial. The sarcophagus of the tomb owner was nowhere to
be seen, but eventually Selim Hassan found it smashed into twelve pieces and thrown
into a large rectangular pit cut in the floor of the eastern side of the burial chamber.?’
The pit measures 4.40 x 2.80m and is 2.10 m deep. The smashed sarcophagus was
found lying on its eastern side with the bottom directed west. It is of white limestone
and originally measured 3.15 x 1.45m and was 1.50 m deep. In the upper part of the
eastern side, near the northern end, was a large aperture that had been cut by the tomb
robbers. On the inner eastern side near the northern end is a horizontal inscription
which recorded the name of the new tomb owner with his titles. The burial chamber

was reused during the Late Period. %

Concerning the limestone sarcophagus, the new tomb owner had not shown
any scruples about erasing the name of the first tomb owner, and substituting it with

his own. This was on one of the twelve pieces mentioned above.

The plan of the burial chamber is practically the same as the burial chamber of
the tomb of Nyankhba but there is a slight difference between them: the walls of the

burial chamber of Nyankhba were originally covered with plaster and are decorated

% |dem, Hemet-Re,48
8" Hassan, Neb-Kaw-Her, 56-7
% |bid
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with scenes of offerings of food and drink.2® Most probably, the walls of the burial
chamber of Nebkauhor had also been covered with plaster, but only traces of the latter

survived and nothing from the decoration of the walls.

8 Hassan, Hemet-Re, 45
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Chapter I11: Scenes and inscriptions in the tomb of Nebkauhor

The mastaba of Nebkauhor lies on the northern side of the causeway of Unis,
at Sagqgara; to its north is Djoser’s Step Pyramid enclosure wall. As previously
mentioned, Nebkauhor’s mastaba is missing its upper levels, but much of the
architecture and many of its reliefs still exist. On the outer wall to the south there is a
fagade which once showed the figure of the tomb owner. As was explained in the
Introduction, the original tomb owner was Akhethetep, but the tomb was taken over
by Prince Nebkauhor.

The facade:*
The western part:

The fagade as it remains today consists of two registers: the lower register is
badly damaged: nothing more remains than a picture of an arm and a hand holding a
handkerchief and the remains of the rear part of a striding male, but the original scene
depicts the striding figure of the first tomb owner, Akhethotep see [Fig.1 A-B].

The upper register is better preserved: it also shows a striding figure of the
first tomb owner,” where he appears walking towards the right, his left leg forward
and facing east. He wears a long wig, a false beard, a broad necklace, a pair of
bracelets and a triangular Kilt; In front of him is a vertical inscription. Above his head

are the remains of several lines of a horizontal funerary offering formula:

% paf I, 627-9

% Hassan., Neb-Kaw-Her, 6
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The text reads:
limy-r3] Smw hry- [hbt] [imy-r3] Snwty Nb-k3w-Hr

“[The Overseer] of Upper Egypt, % Lector priest, [Overseer] of two granaries,
Nebkauhor”

Above him are remains of a horizontal inscription in two registers:

=

o @
N

The text reads:

“ the lord of the sacred land......... in every feast of every day”.

The eastern part:

This part shows seven images of the first tomb owner: five images are walking
to the left and two images are walking to the right. The first image depicts the tomb
owner in a striding pose, with his left leg forward and facing west. He wears a long
wig, a false beard, a broad necklace, a pair of bracelets and a triangular kilt. In his

hand he holds a long staff. In front of him is a vertical inscription:

%2 | follow the translation of titles as recorded by Jones, An Index
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The text reads:
hry-tp nswt imy-r3 Snwty Nb-[k3w]-Hr.......

“Liegeman under the head of the king, [Overseer] of two granaries, Neb[kau]

The second image depicts the tomb owner in a striding pose, with his left leg
forward and facing west. He wears a long wig, a false beard, a broad necklace, a pair
of bracelets and a triangular kilt. He holds a long staff in his right hand, while holding

a roll of papyrus with his left one. In front of him is a vertical inscription:

CEli7 7

The text reads:

sd3w(ty)-bity imy-r3 Sm“w Nb-k3w-Hr.
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“Sealer of the king of Lower Egypt, Overseer of Upper Egypt Nebkauhor”

The third image is badly damaged, but the original scene depicts the tomb
owner in a striding pose, with his left leg forward and facing west. He wears a long
wig, a false beard, a broad necklace, a pair of bracelets and a triangular kilt and holds

a long staff with his right hand, while holding at the same moment a roll of papyrus

with his left hand. In front of him is a vertical inscription:

£
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N

The text reads:

Byty z3b Bty imy-r3 hwt-wrt [6] [Nb-k3w]-Hr.

“He of the curtain, Chief justice and vizier, Overseer of the [six] great law-courts
[Nebkau] hor”

The fourth image is badly damaged, but the original scene depicts the tomb
owner in a striding pose, with his left leg forward and facing west. He wears a long
wig, a false beard, a broad necklace, a pair of bracelets and a triangular kilt, and he
holds a long staff in his right hand, while holding a roll of papyrus in his left hand. In

front of him is a vertical inscription:

The text reads:
[smr] w<ty [Nb-k3w]-Hr.
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“...sole [companion], [Nebkau]hor”

The fifth image is badly damaged, but the original scene depicts the tomb
owner in a striding pose, with his left leg forward and facing west. He wears a long
wig, a false beard, a broad necklace, a pair of bracelets and a triangular kilt, and he
holds a long staff in his right hand, while holding a roll of papyrus in his left hand. In

front of him is a vertical inscription:

The text reads:
[z3 nswt n ht.f] smsw [Nb-k3w]-Hr.....
“[King’s] eldest [son of his body] Ne[bkauhor]...”%?

The sixth image is badly damaged, but the original scene depicts the tomb
owner in a striding pose, with his left leg moving forward and facing east. He wears a
long wig, a false beard, a broad necklace, a pair of bracelets and a triangular kilt, and

he holds a long staff in his right hand, while holding a roll of papyrus in his left hand.

The seventh image is also badly damaged, but the original scene depicts the
tomb owner in a striding pose, with his left leg walking forward and facing east. He
wears a long wig, a false beard, a broad necklace, a pair of bracelets and a triangular
kilt, and holds a long staff in his right hand, while holding a roll of papyrus in his left

hand. In front of him is a vertical inscription:

%Strudwick, N., ‘Notes on the mastaba of 3hz-htp; Hmi and Nb-k3w-Hr; Idu at Sagqara’, in: GM 56,
1982, 89-94
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The text reads:
W3ty = smr [wty Nb-k3w]-Hr....

“The count, Sole [companion, Nebkau]hor”

The Court:

The entrance gives access to a narrow passage 3.18 m, this narrow passage
leads directly into the court, where it was originally closed by a double wooden door.

The measurements of this court are 5.60 x 2.38 m.

The west inner thickness,* entrance doorway:
The lower register is incomplete; but shows the remains of a scene of dragging

two life-size®™ standing statues of the tomb owner to the serdab. The head and the

% According to Harpur, Decoration, 56-7, there are three subjects that are usually associated with the
entrance thicknesses: boats, statue dragging and butchery. They are preserved on thicknesses in Giza,
Abusir and Saggara tombs. The scene of the boats appeared for the first time in Sahure’s valley temple
see, Borchardt, Sahure, Pl. 9; in the tomb of R%m-k3.j, see PM 450. On the other hand the scene of
statue dragging appeared for the first the time according to Harpur in the mid of the Fourth Dynasty,
where found only one fragmentary entrance thickness depicted statue dragging, see Harpur,
Decoration, 57, while Harpur suggested that the scene of butchery depicted next to the scene of the
statue dragging in the entrance thickness at Sagqgara during the Fifth and Sixth Dynasties, see Hrpur,
Decoration, 56

95 This scene appears three times on the walls of the Old Kingdom tombs, see Harpur, OEE database;
see also Verner, Ptahshepses, 47; Moussa and Altenmiiller, Nianchchnum und Chnumhotep, 64-5;

Hassan, Neb-Kaw-Her,7; for the complete bibliography see, Vachala, Die Relieffragmente, 202-5
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body of the statues are almost completely destroyed:;* the preserved part shows only
the remains of four feet belonging to the two standing statues of the tomb owner
placed on a sledge. In front of the sledge there are the remains of twelve feet of six
men®’ who pulled the sledge. The head and the body of the fifth and the sixth man are
badly damaged. Behind the statues of the tomb owner there are the remains of two

feet which belong to the figure of the tomb owner’s eldest son.

Unfortunately, the scene is badly damaged, but it can be understood by
comparison with similar scenes in other contemporaneous tombs. It shows two statues
of the tomb owner with his left leg forward. The tomb owner wears a short tight-
fitting kilt, a long wig, a false beard and a broad collar.”® He holds a staff in his right
hand, while holding a folded cloth in his left hand.*® The statues are placed on a
sledge, pulled by six men of whom only the remains of their feet have survived. The
men haul the sledge by ropes attached to the front of the sledg