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ABSTRACT 

 

The Commitment to Development Index aims to measure the effects of wide range of rich 

countries’ policies that support or limit development prospects of poor countries. These 

policies are grouped into seven components of the index. The thesis analyzes and assesses 

the methodology of the index construction with the main focus on its environmental 

component. It is argued that although the environmental component is a legitimate part of 

the concept behind the index, the difficulties of its implementation limit its information 

value. This is due to the specific shortcomings of component indicators and the necessity to 

combine environmental policy indicators with indicators of exploitation of global 

environmental resources. The scores of Visegrad countries and correlation analysis show the 

specificity of the environmental component within the whole index and indirectly support 

the conclusions about its reduced information value. The thesis discusses the options for 

modification, both at the level of composite index construction and presentation, and at the 

level of individual indicators of the environmental component. 

 


