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BOOK REVIEWS

Chansonetta: The Life and Photographs of Chansonetta Stanley 
Emmons, 1859-1937 By M arius B. Peladeau. (Waldo- 
boro, Maine: Maine Antiques Digest, 1977. Pp. 96. 
Paper. $8.95).

Raymond Then and Now. By Ernest H. Knight. (Raymond, 
Maine: T he Raym ond W om an’s Club, 1977. Pp. 188. 
Paper. $8.00)

Frederick T hom pson and M arquis Fayette King are 
names not likely to kindle recognition in the m inds o f most 
readers. T he fact that both were Maine photographers, 
and not painters, has placed them  in an historical limbo. 
Yet both m en were respected m em bers o f the com m unity 
and both recorded  their eras. As such their careers need 
to be researched and their work needs to be located and 
cataloged. T hough  King pho tographed  the afterm ath  o f 
the G reat Portland Fire o f 1866, today he is probably 
better known as the au tho r o f First Parish Church in 
Falmouth (1898). I f  the reader has time, he o r she might 
look at a copy o f  Harper s Monthly Magazine (Septem ber 
1909). Illustrating H olm an Day’s article about the coastal 
folk o f Maine are a num ber o f Frederick T hom pson’s 
photographs. H ere  the p h o tog rapher has docum ented the 
twilight o f an era; the images are worth at least a thousand 
words.

Maine and h e r people have been the focus o f cameras 
since the appara tus first came into practical use. In 1823, 
the engraver Abel Bowen planned a view o f Portland 
using a cam era obscura. Josephine Cobb, an authority 
on early photography, has noted that Jam es William Glass, 
J r . used a cam era lucida du ring  the northeast boundary 
survey du ring  the 1840s; the results o f this survey are now 
on deposit in the N ational Archives. O ne o f the oldest true 
cameras was recently discovered in the York Institute
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at Saco, Maine. Maine Historical Society is a veritable 
Comstock Load o f early photographs that begs to be 
m ined.

As the tw entieth century gained m om entum , a num ber 
o f M aine photographers, including Bernice Abbott, Kosti 
Ruohom aa, and Eliot Porter, achieved recognition as 
artists. But those who preceded them , professional and 
am ateur, rem ain anonym ous. This has little to do with 
docum entation and m ore to do with lack o f interest. 
Recently, en thusiasm  fo r p h o to g rap h s as a rt and  
docum entation has been growing. T he Wm. U nderw ood 
Co. recently circulated an exhibition and short catalogue 
relating to photographs of William Lyman U nderw ood 
(1864-1929). T hough  not a m ajor artist, U nderw ood 
produced  a num ber of strong images o f the Maine 
landscape and o f Passam aquoddy guides, including Joe 
Mell. This effort, organized by Bill Bagnal, points out that 
the history of photography  and the photography o f 
history rem ains in Maine largely unexplored  territory.

Chansonetta, a p ioneering  probe into this dark  area, is of 
im portance to the historian and the art lover as well. In 
term s o f content and design, it is an unusually beautiful 
book which boasts an introduction by Bernice Abbott and 
a solid text by Marius B. Peladeau, d irector o f the William 
A. Farnsw orth M useum at Rockland. Chansonetta, at the 
time o f this review, has achieved acclaim beyond the 
borders o f Maine. Because it transcends the coffee table 
niche in that it adds greatly to our collective knowledge, it 
is indeed worthy o f all praise.

Born at K ingheld, Maine, in 1858, “N etta” was the only 
d augh ter o f Solomon and A pphia Stanley. Am ong her six 
brothers, Francis E. and Freelan O. Stanley were to 
ach iev e  fo r tu n e  an d  p ro m in e n c e  th ro u g h  th e  
developm ent o f the Stanley Steam er autom obile and the 
paten t photographic dry-plate. H er b ro thers’ interest in
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p h o to g ra p h ic  h a rd w a re  p lay ed  no little  ro le  in 
C hansonetta’s in terest in taking pictures. She a ttended  
norm al school at Farm ington and in the mid-1880s 
studied with leading genre painters J . G. Brown and J. G. 
Enneking. Sentim ental scenes o f urchins o r old people 
made painters like Brown, Charles Caleb W ard, and 
Thom as W aterm an W ood immensely popu lar in the 
nineteenth century. I f  they were too often  shallow, their 
interest in ru ra l scenes, black people, and close-to-earth 
living was shared by such lum inaries as M aine’s Eastm an 
Johnson and Winslow H om er. In  term s o f subject and 
compositional style, Em m ons drew from  this tradition.

At the age o f forty, C hansonetta lost her husband and 
returned  to Kingfield with her d au g h ter D orothy (later a 
painter). T hough  accepting some help from  her wealthy 
brothers, Em m ons determ ined  to follow a career in 
photography. H er decision was to prove artistically 
rewarding, if financially m eagre, f ro m  1898 until her 
death in 1937, she sought to cap ture the twilight o f 
nineteenth-century ru ra l America. In  term s o f o ther 
photographers, Em m ons was som ething o f a loner. As Ms. 
Abbott points out: “H ere was consistency — the sensitive, 
restless eye. No artifice bu t an eye uncontam inated  with 
fads, trends o r cults. She was on h e r ow n.” I suspect that 
fu rther evidence will show that painters, with whom  she 
mingled th ro u g h o u t the years, played a larger role than  is 
currently thought.

Less than  1,000 exam ples o f Em m ons work are 
presently catalogued, but this is enough to open a personal 
window on a rem arkable time. A pain ter can move a tree, 
expand a room , o r ta tte r a shirt sleeve. A pho tog rapher 
has far less license. Em m ons pho tographed  in South 
Carolina, Colorado, and  Wisconsin; but the bulk o f her 
work was done in ru ra l New England. O f special interest 
are the images o f the Kingfield-New Portland region o f 
Maine. First there are the faces and hands o f the natives;
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the survivors o f the last century are possessed of that hard , 
lean look seldom seen in ou r day. T he young m en and 
women, dressed in m ore fashionable and less practical 
clothing than their forebearers, reflect changing times and 
attitudes. If, as Mr. Peladeau notes, the figures are 
carefully posed (and often dressed in Sunday clothes while 
laboring), the settings are unchanged. T he in terio r o f a 
working barn, a pigpen, a gristmill, a workshed, a smithy, 
o r a snug front room  (parlor) are true to the smallest 
detail. For the cultural historian or, indeed, the model 
builder, the photographs offer a unique insight into how 
rural people arranged  fu rn itu re  (and what styles they 
owned), what they hung  on their walls and placed on 
shelves. O f course, the rem arkable thing is that all these 
details are unified in an artistic whole.

T he integrity of Em m ons’s work and the professionalism 
of those involved in producing the book are key to success. 
In being asked to review Ernest H. K night’s Raymond Then 
and Now, (Raymond, Maine) at the same time, the reviewer 
is faced with the pitfall o f com parison. It is as if one were 
asked to access Jam es Joyce’s Ulysses together with Spike 
M illigan’s Puckoon. O ne is left with the p rofound  
conclusion that both works are similar because they are set 
in Ireland. So too, Chansonetta and Raymond share the 
subject o f Maine photography.

T h e  cover o f Mr. K night’s book is bland and the title 
is ra th e r am biguous beyond the town line. M inor 
com plaints, no doubt, but this need not have occurred. If  
one is going to produce a book, why not make it attractive 
and  salable? Even with a fixed budget, a line draw ing on 
the cover would provide an inexpensive and attractive 
stimulus. W ouldn’t The Town of Raymond Then and Now 
have been a m ore substantiative title? T h e  too b rief 
in troduction m ight have provided at least a thum bnail 
sketch o f the tow n’s history from  its founding in 1804.
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These cursory and negative observations provide false 
keys. T hough  obviously aim ed at a local audience, 
Raymond Then and Now is both an interesting and 
instructive work. A m ateur photographs (m ore correctly 
snapshots) provide a strong backbone for Mr. K night’s 
knowledgeable observations. T his pocket exhibition 
gallery matches old photographs o f the town with the 
contem porary views o f the same spots. While some early 
views are high-quality images, o thers (the only known 
views) are out o f focus. I f  no t agreeable to art collectors, 
they provide rich pickings for researchers. For the 
architectural and cultural h istorian the views o f the Wilson 
Spring Hotel (a rival o f Poland Springs) are most 
rewarding. C andid shots o f tow nspeople (including Mr. 
Knight) and  volunteers du ring  the fire o f A ugust 1914 
depict change in the m aking. O xen yoked to a haywagon 
stand in a sum m er field at the tu rn  o f the century; today 
flags m ark it as a golf course. B eneath a m arble flap on a 
tombstone was the tintype o f Mary E. Leach; in the forties 
this unique image was stolen (now recorded  only in an 
early snapshot). G raceful elms and narrow  lanes have been 
replaced by saplings and  wide roads. Route 121 was 
deem ed im portan t enough to displace the splendid 
grandstand at Little Rigby Fairgrounds.

In all the reader-view er is given a personal and 
rew arding tou r o f  the town o f Raym ond by one o f its own 
citizens. This is a rare  work that shows both change and 
en d u ran ce  in the  M aine g eog raphy  — a quality  
com munity scrapbook. For this Mr. K night should be 
com m ended. T he only e rro r  that I detect was in not 
aiming high enough. W ith a little m ore attention to 
externals the book would reach a w ider readership . T he 
juxtaposition o f new and old images is a splendid 
approach to local history which helps us to explore who we 
were and w here we are. It could help us indicate the 
trends o f ou r fu ture.
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Both books under consideration here follow d ifferen t 
approaches but add to our knowledge of Maine on film. If  
we have a long way to travel, we are pointed in the p ro p er 
direction.

William David Barry

The Jesuit Heritage in New England. By Vincent A.
Lapom arda. (W orcester, Mass.: T he Jesuits o f Holy
Cross, Inc., 1977. Pp. x, 321. Paper. $5.00)

T he author, an associate professor o f history at the 
College o f the Holy Cross, chose to write this volume 
w ithout footnotes "so that the reader can enjoy it w ithout 
being distracted1' (p. vii). It is not a work which will appeal 
to the general reader, and the scholar searching for 
inform ation will find this lack o f references an irritation 
ra th er than a relief. T he bibliographical essay which is to 
make up for the footnotes, while excellent in many ways, is 
so general and diverse that it is o f little help in tracing 
down the sources used. It is, in reality, a bibliographical 
essay on Catholicism in New England, not just the Jesuits. 
This duality is characteristic of the whole volume; what the 
Catholic Church in general and the Jesuits in particular 
accomplished becomes intertw ined and is difficult to 
distinguish.

T he volume is a collection o f facts im portant and trivial; 
no synthesis is m ade of them . In  many ways a better title 
for the volume would have been “Jesu it Contacts in New 
England," for this is what the au tho r relates w ithout 
em phasis on the heritage. He has separate chapters 
on Maine, New H am pshire, V erm ont, eastern M assachu­
setts, central M assachusetts, w estern M assachusetts, 
southeastern  Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and  C on­
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necticut; there is no overall survey or sum m ary. This 
necessarily leads to m uch repetition. T he chapters start 
out with the wars o f the colonists with the Indians who 
came from  the French Jesu it missions. He notes, in 
passing, the rem ark  o f one Jesu it priest that “he had 
instructed them  [Indians] to beware o f killing the children 
before they were baptised” (p. 133). Was there any 
relationship -  heritage, if  you will -  o f  this Jesu it-Ind ian  
cooperation to the early anti-Catholic, notably anti-Jesuit, 
phobia that was prevalent in all New England? This is 
not discussed o r evaluated. T he g radual extension o f 
toleration to Catholics is b rough t ou t and  the founding  o f 
many Catholic parishes by both Jesuits and  o thers is 
chronicled. T he dates o f the establishm ent o f the various 
New England dioceses are given and their respective 
bishops noted, some o f them  m ore friendly to the Jesuits 
than others. All o f this and m uch o th er m aterial, notably 
on the early missions and the later Franco-A m erican 
im m igration, is useful inform ation  and it is well to have it 
gathered in one convenient volume. T h e  book, however, is 
cluttered with irrelevant details such as B ro ther L aurence 
J. M onahan’s acing o f the second hole in to u rn am en t play 
on the attractive Jesuit golf course at Lake Sunapee (p. 
47); that Father David H. Gill was the first Jesu it priest to 
finish in the Boston M arathon (p. 106); o r tha t F ather 
John  P. H aran  caught a tuna weighing 660 pounds, 
m easuring 96 inches in length , 74 inches in g irth , with a 
tail spread o f 34 inches (p. 162). T h e  au tho r also has a 
penchant fo r m entioning honorary  degrees aw arded by 
Jesuit institutions and for tracing the ancestry and 
relations o f individuals. Yet, he never explains how all this 
nondescript inform ation  -  and  the book abounds in it -  
constitutes significant Jesu it heritage.

T h ere  are a num ber of appendices of varying value 
which give the nam es o f Jesu it provincials in New 
England, pastors o f Jesu it churches, presidents o f Jesu it
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schools, bishops who attended Jesuit schools, public 
servants who attended Jesuit schools (a curious listing), 
Jesuit natives o f New England (both living and deceased), 
Jesuit military chaplains from  New England, and Jesuit 
historic sites and places o f interest, some o f which are far 
fetched. T here  is an index only o f names with page 
num bers; no inform ational data o r classification o f entries 
is provided.

Ernest C. H elm reich 
Bowdoin College

The Landing: A Remembrance of Her People and Shipyards. By
Thom as W. M urphy, J r . (Kennebunk, Maine: Thom as 
M urphy, Publisher, 1977. Pp. 55. Paper. $3.95).

T he au tho r indicates in his subtitle and introduction his 
desire to produce a “rem em brance” o f the era 1766-1867 
when some dozen shipyards crowded the one mile plus 
o f shoreline o f the K ennebunk River known as “T he 
L anding.” He has accomplished this in an attractively 
illustrated book w ritten in a most readable style.

Readers from  eastern  M aine will become better 
acquainted with Reverend Daniel Little, the first m inister 
at the Landing, and the missionary preacher who m arried 
many ancestors o f the early families o f Penobscot Bay and 
ever fu rth e r  to the east. Rev. Little’s place in the story of 
the Landing is cleverly woven into the history o f the 
section o f Wells that became K ennebunk.

Thom as M urphy divides his account o f shipbuilding at 
the Landing into two periods, 1766-1830 and 1830-1867. 
He includes a m ap for each period showing the location of 
the shipyards and continues with b rief biographies o f the 
owners, including data on some o f the vessels built by
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each. T h e  au th o r skillfully injects into these descriptions 
o f the people o f the Landing engaging anecdotes which 
reveal m uch about the individual personalities. T he 
reader m eets the thoughtfu l Tobias L ord who allowed the 
team sters bringing  the ir lum ber from  up-river to sleep 
in his kitchen w ithout charge whereas the m ore thrifty 
T heodore  Lyman charged the team sters fo r sleeping in 
the shed behind his house. T his same T h eo d o re  Lyman 
also charged Captain William Sturgis fre igh t on cannon 
when he re tu rn ed  from  a voyage d u ring  which he used 
this arm am ent to pro tect the Lym an-owned vessel from  
pirates.

This reviewer chuckled over the yarn about Joseph 
Swett, the team ster, who became irrita ted  at the wealthy 
shipyard owners when they “trea ted  him  as a backwoods 
farm er.” Joseph built a thirty-ton schooner on his farm  
and had it hauled by fifty oxen to the Landing some 
twenty miles away. Also o f in terest to the m arine historian 
is the m ention o f the ship Avon, built at the Landing in 
1860 and cap tured  by the C onfederate privateer Florida in 
1864. T he Avon is not included in the list o f M aine-built 
vessels cap tu red  by C onfederate privateers found in 
Rowe’s Maritime History of Maine.

T he foresight o f the shipyard owners, when larger 
vessels came into dem and  and the dep th  o f w ater at this 
section o f the river was not sufficient to allow them  to get 
to K ennebunkport a fte r launching, would do credit to ou r 
coastal towns today. Tw enty shipbuilders and owners 
cooperated to build a lock forty-two feet wide that m ade 
possible shipbuilding at the Landing fo r ano ther n ineteen 
years. By 1867 even this lock would not carry the large 
barks and ships in dem and  for the Cape H orn  trade and 
shipbuilding at the Landing vanished.

The Landing, while not a history o f  this com m unitv, 
draws a revealing p icture o f the way o f life fo r an era that

185



will not repeat itself. All readers will hope that Thom as 
M urphy, J r . will continue his interest in the m aritim e 
history of the ham let where he lives and at a later date will 
produce an in-depth  book Jisting the vessels built, their 
owners, and their captains.

William H. Pendleton 
Penobscot M arine M useum

A History of the Town of Hancock, 1828-1979. P repared  by 
the Sesquicentennial Com m ittee o f the Tow n of 
Hancock. (Ellsworth, Maine: Downeast Graphics, 1979. 
Pp. xiv, 288. Paper. $12.00).

T he unusually com plete coverage o f recent history sets 
this volume apart from  most town histories, even 
com m em orative ones. Readers are inform ed in the 
introduction, w ritten by Dr. George Haskins, o f the 
Sesquicentennial Com m ittee’s distinctive aim:
It is not the purpose o f this Volume merely to praise famous men and 
women, but to remember all who are or have been members of the 
Hancock community, regardless of age, occupation or affiliation. This 
Volume, therefore, is by no means concerned only with the past, as 
history, but also with the community of today.

T he inclusion o f such subjects as m odern houses and 
cu rren t elem entary school classes in the pictorial record 
reflects this philosophy.

In form at, this volume follows the trend  o f m odern 
town histories. T he subject m atter is topically arranged; 
chronological developm ent is not general, but takes place 
within each topical and geographical subsection. Following 
an in troductory chapter on the centennial celebration of 
1928, the contents are divided into two m ajor sections: a 
topographical survey o f the town’s various neighborhoods 
and landm arks, and chapters covering town governm ent,
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businesses, and  o ther institutions. G enerous space is 
devoted to shipping and shipbuilding, fo r which the 
present-day com m uters’ suburb o f Ellsworth was known in 
the n ineteen th  century. Also included is a detailed account 
o f the transform ation  o f some coastal parts o f town in the 
late n ineteen th  century by the rise o f the resort business 
and the coming to town o f p rom inen t vacationers such as 
the historian Frederick Jackson T u rn e r. A touch of the 
bizarre is found in the story o f “A ustin’s Castle,” a dream  
house built about 1880 by a wealthy New York jeweler and 
inhabited for nearly a half-century by his two u n m arried  
daughters who kept regular around-the-clock watches on 
their property .

Designed and p rin ted  by Downeast G raphics o f  
Ellsworth, this volum e is 8 V2 by 11 inches in size, with very 
wide m argins to allow several photographs to be fitted 
around the text on each page. This relatively uncom m on 
form at allowed the Com m ittee to insert h u n d red s o f 
illustrations w ithout lengthening  the book.

The com pleteness o f  the textual and  pictorial record  o f 
the townspeople and the ir activities in recen t and  p resen t 
times adds a dim ension seldom found  in town histories. 
For this reason alone it is w orth read ing  even by those 
unacquainted with Hancock o r its history. A town m ap 
would have m ade it easier fo r such readers to follow the 
narratives o f the neighborhoods. Biographical sketches 
and family histories would have been welcome bonuses; 
however, the book is adequate w ithout them .

M artin H. Jew ett
University o f New H am pshire
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