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ABRSTRALCT

Jeshry  Qrimes  (I7BI-E816) studied medieine af  the
tniversity of Pennsylvania. He had 3 svecessful medical
practice in Bavannah from 1404 4o 1816, Jobhn Grimes married
patherine Jones Glen in 38L6 and ther had one danghter, Sarah
Jones GEities, br. Srimes was invelwed in stater and locoal
government da well 33 in other civie ovganisations,
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CHAPTFER 1

EEGINNINGS
e, drimes’ ¥amily vame from Hanover county, virginia,}
Ee had three brothers and & zister. Thomas Wingfield Grimes,
Eterling Gfimes, William Garland Grimes and Luoy Arimes . Hisa
father, John Grimes 8r. purchased "lIE0 acres knewn asm #he
Ridge" in Wilkes County, Ozorgia in 17832 with Thomas Wingfiald
Br. hisz father-in-lzw and with Johan Wingfield Jr., his
brother-in-Iaw 3 e 1784, the Hingfis=id family, and
appatrenily the Srimes family too, nmoeved Lo theiy properiy in

L2 1799, young Joha Orimes went north fo study

GERYgLR.
medicine at the Univaersity of Eenn3y1¥ania,5 The University
had a very good reputaticon and was pooalar with =moutherpars
who wished £0 puraue varesrs in medivians.’ Joun Grimes wase
a student at the university in 179%, I180Y and in 1802, het
nevey appliied For a degree. He atudied under Br. Rushk, z
promineat physicisn.’ Records indicate that fees of twenby-
four doilars per giudent, for twe c¢ourses, were paid direstly
te Br. Rush. One hundred amd £ive students are recorded for
the atase of 1799-1206.} Around the time Jehn Grimes atiended
the university, "the nedical courze...occupied two years, the
terma being shert, barely three or fouar months. Candidates
were reguired to have studied medicine for two or three yemrs
with physicigng as preceptors, to bave some kpowladgs of Lziin
apd some interest in natural science, and te be st leest

ninzteen ¥ears of asge {zc that the reguired age of iweniy-cne
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cauld be atbkzined hy the time of graduation). Phe courseas
ware ungraded, a yearly course of lectures heing delivered in
medicine, surgery {ineluding midwifery}. anatcomy, materia
pmedicn and shemistry. In mddition, oomrzes iy betaey gnd
practifsal anatomy were avallable; the lfatter in the dissecting
roor., Some hospital instruotion was given in olinies at the
Fennsylivanis Hospital, snd at the Alms House

he reagoen Dr. Gripez Aid net apply far hie degree iz
eaplainad in 2 letitar he wrote on July 18, 1804, ta Dr.
Benjamin Smith Berfon. He wrote that ™a person without money
cannot at all times, do as he wishes. "V and that "a want of
it prevented [hisl taking = degree befors [he] left the
univarsiiy.“li Tr. Bariarn as "Dean of the faculty“n had
given Tr. Grimes a certifisate that privileged Grimes to

w15 Jorrisd that the

precent his disgertation "at zny time.
"erotraction af time [would}l hazard the wirtue of that
c&rtificnte,““ Dy, drimez wrebte, "I might B stipulsted to
Torward one negd spring: but I had muek rather put it off twa
years longer, when I shall certainiy revisit the aniversity
and spend znother sourse with you, ™S

afrey his atwilies dr. Grimea returned io Uecrzia, and in
June of 1802, he participaied in & land otiery where ke was
sntitied o one draw.® Ths lottery "land was divided into

thrae counties, Wayne, Wilkinsen and Balidwin, The lote in

Wayme conzmisted of 439 acres sach, those in EBzldwin and
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®ilkinzon 2023 scres sach....™ Ko revord was found tq

indicate the result of Dr. Orimes' dysg.



CURRFTER 2
BAVANMEE METDICAL PEACTICE

In 18G4, Dr. OGrimez moved £ Savamnah andy sef up a
madics]l sractise with James Glen, ancther young doator.? That
first year, from May 18th to Movewber 1, Or. Srimes' agcount
ladger 13sts oniy eighteon appointmenta with feesz amounting to
enly $47.75."% By 1807 however, when Dr, Grimes and Dr. Slen
ended the shared praciice, sach dosiar™s invome {otaled over
four theusand delinrs pver the three year pericd.® After the
breakup of the practice with Ir. Olen, whoe had moved on to
Phila&elphiaﬂ tha following =mdvertisement appeared in tha
newsrEpet.

Dgotor Grimes

Bas removed hizs medicines and officisl preparations

te hiz duwelling in Broughton BStrest whave he iz at

11 times resdy n z2yve those whoe may ¢hoose to

geply to bim, for medical asgssistance.

FJuly 14, 1sa7. %

Noteticne made in Pr. Grimes ledger list a wvariaiy of
supklies needed for the pragtioer lisnten Tor hiigtsrs. swuaah
il 2t one dcllzr = bottle, clive nil, and ‘zpermaceti which
wes uzed in cintments, along with lawpe oil, candles, #ozl ip
winter, and paper at twenty-five cents a “quirarn Tha

doctors routinely mads hoeuse calls in Bavannah, Yo plantatisnsg

and ships doeked abt the wharf., Catls for extracting testh and

TSPEEMACETY - a vellowlsh or white wmaxy solid which
separates Erom oll obtaived from the spermwhals.

“OUIRE - a collection of 24 or 2% sheets of psper of the
sarme gies and guality eithker pot Folded oy having =
=ingle fold.
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chaneing dressings were common, but somne patients reguived far
more attentior. Thomas Morton was one of thosea patients. He
wae Tirst seen on Decsmbayr 31, 1504, and derieg his illnessz he
ragulred g tptal of btweniy wigits, ag was hled thras fimes.
Unfortunately, Mr. Herton did not survive snd Lhe doctars 4id
aot recsive payment for thedr services uniil Bugust of 1807,
when they collavted tueniy doliars toward the $38.50 bill frem
HMr. Norton's estateﬁn Mazst patients paid their Bills
promptly, but Judge William Smith waz not one of them: in
fifteen monkhs he regulred eighty-eight wisiisz and when he
finally paid, his iil totaied Five hundred dollars.” Ofher
doetors in Savannsh ealled on Dy, 4len and bHr. frimes for
genigultations akout ditfarsnt patients. Br. Grimas wag ealled
in cengultation by Br. Parker absut a patient he had that
suffersd From gayave hleadlng frem hoth hiz esophagus and his
anus. Lr. Grimes recommended acetate of is2d to gueil the
kemorrhaging., In = letter to Dr. Barton, Dr. Grimes wraote
that he ™had many other eases of homorrhagy [zic] from
differant poinis, restrained by smailer doses,™* but that
“this iz the greatest extend,...[ke had] known thisz Y ernedy
pushed "

As a young physician, Dr. Grimes appsars 4 have bean
#eger to spek out new reoedies and innovationsg in medicine.
Smallpox was s Zeared and deudly disease, but in 1796, the
"fivat vaceinatiea of a humamn .-s1ul:;‘+e:::t"?’B was mwade in Fngland.

Cr February 25, i3CGE, br. drimes' ledger shows an entry about



&
his krother, Sierling drimes, reveiving & {smallpex’

& ttoincidentally perhapa, that same day the

vacoinatlion,
fivet afficinl meniion of smallpox inomoualation in tha ity BF
Eavannahk was made by the Mzyor who "had the pleasure to inform
Oounel)l that by mesns of & small gquantity of mstter lastely
rageived the wascine inpeoulastion has ftaken place and iz nopw

prevailling within the Qitf‘“m



CHARPTEE 3
SERVICE T THE COMEUNITY
Dr. Jamauz Clen was a foriumate shoice for ¢ partnsr in
the practice for Dr. CGrimes. The CGlens wWere a praminent
gavannzh family and Catherine Jones Glen, James' sister, would
in time becowe Juha Grimes' wife.” ©Dr. Glea's grandfather

U oghe was an swietending civie

was Dr. WHoble Wimberly dones
leader =% wall as 3 respected physizian.

O June 7E, 1HED4, Noble Wiwberly Jones, John Grimes.
Jamas Cilen apd fifteen othezrg founded the Georgia Medizal

1 Or  Docamber 13, 1804, fthe Beciety was

Bopiaty.
inesrparated by an aot of the Legisiature. Pr. Hoble Wimberiz
Jones Waz electsd as its first president and Dr., CGrimes was
elacted secretary.“ Phe mewbars of the Geergia Medigal
Sociaty must have thought very highly of Dr. Grimes becauss
when Dr. M, ¥. Jones died, it was Dr. Ovimez who compesed his
splogy and dslivered it befors 2 meesting of the Bomiaty.
Eloguent iy, he praised Dr. Joner and said, "Nevar, I ventuye
te say 1t, fever will Bavampak egéain witness & physician
posgezsad af ap vany amizb¥e gualitiss =s thoge which hava

endzarad the memory of Doctor Yones "

Although he had only
knows %, Jonse =z short while, fir. Grimes said hiz= death
“affected and depressed [his] mind in a peonlisr wenner. ™
That it was "an emotion of soul, .. that he felt Geeply.

Perhags 1t was his admiration of Dr. Jonsa that influsnsed his

invgl vement in ecivie aftfairs bhecausse he became invelved in
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baih lecwl and gtate government. Dr. Grimes stated that™ it
heiongs to monarchies ko limit the businesg nf gaveratetit Lo
a privileged order of men; and it is from the remains aof z

menarchical spivit in this country that e eomniain when

]

lergymen, physicians, and mechanicz take an active part in
the mpanagemsnt af ecivil affsizs. The obligations af
patrictism are s universal =nd binding a» those of justice and
bepevelencs, . "

O the stale level Dr. Grimes served as a Representative
of Chatkam County to ths Etste Legislature™ where ha tried
‘te Tadvance the health interests of Geergiz.™ Tt wae in
ioval affairs however, that Dr. Srines ssemed moat active. 1Ip
awmgust of 1504, gcon after his arrival ip Savanmak, an
srdinance was paseed sreating A Board of Health. . maen
memper was reguiced to serve onme year &t & time but couid be
re-elected afisr baing out of servies for two rvears, Dr.
Grimes wes elertwd in 18657 and again in 1g07,%? barely a
vear after he'd finished hiz First term. Pevhaps Me aonsented
te sarvé.&gain su gulckly because, as 3 dostar, he feit an
chligatinn to sateguard tha health of the community. On Hay
18, 1807, the =zame day of his re-clection to the Board of
Health, "a spacizi committes on hezlth reported that burial
rlacea near a city Have an unhealthy tspdeney and Lhey
accordingly suggested te Counceil that 2 Sgoare of brees placead
around the wali of the itz cemetsry would have = very

salutary infivence by imbibing the impuzrities of the
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surrounding atmnspner&‘““ It was 3 comnonliy held idea that
digeasa was caused by an uvnhezlihy atwosphere and Dr. Srimes
desoribed it & o''thar gar of Pandera which, in epidemie form,
parvades the world. ™ pagides hig membership in the Geargis
Hedical Sooisty, Dr. Grimes was alsoc s vorresponding membar of

%  pe mlsa served as

tha Medigal Sgoiety of Soubth €arelina.
a Savannah ity Aldermza frem 1403 e 18117 and am 2 Justice
of the Interior Zonrt in 1810.% M= served as =n attandant
phviician to the Savannah Poor House and Hespital and in 1810

t Beczuse of his

he was reelected as ere of iil2 managers.
involvement in this crganizatien he addressed pukliely, in the
nepspager, Dr. Mogses Sheftall’s denial that he wag acaingt the
hospits]l plan proposed by the HMedical Seeisty, This plan
would alicw tha szick and the poor to “snjoy the benefiis of
one enlarged and regular system of aharity,“m This new
system, L. Grimes pointed out, wonid destroy Br. gheftall's
“srivate monapaly™t of income he derived fceot the poer.  Dv.
Grimes said of Dy, sheftall’e denial that "if he had scted the
independent sng manly pert, he would heve said, Y will oppose
vour hogpltal plam...bzeause its sugcess will take from me a
handsome annuity.’ " Pr. #rimes aontinued, "“But natnre
baving denied hkim this common light and discxetion of
moerality, and lgsiﬁg all respect For himself, vubiicly calis
himsel? - what? & man of [unimpeascheble] veratity!!"ﬁ D,
Grimes ligtad the amounts of money Mosgs Shafialil mads

annbaliv dust from hie position as Vaele physician““ and
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"sule purveyor to the pnﬁrhouse“ﬁ gz B2,9%15.70. Thiz was
4915 .%0 zhove the incoeme of the goavernor of Seorgial With a
Final fleurish of his literary suecd Dr. Srimes charged Dr.
Shefiall with eshibiting ™a brutal insensitivits™ ta ke
commnity, Xver the doiiful doctor, Nr. #rcimes econtipusd on
after thiz symbelic dispatching af Dr. Sheftzall. He derniared
that "Like other malefactors, the law entitleld] Thim} to the
right of {sheftull'z} anatomr..““ﬂ Dr. Grimes dizcoverad
something "unheard 28" * and “monstrous,”™  gheftall had "a
hear: with but one side!™  ™Hence the reasen of kis black
appeargnce, and the {flippant eddity of his conduct during
1ife, "% wrote Dr. Grimes.

Some af Dr. Srimes laszs sdvecvsarial comnmunity sctivitias
invluded membership in the Baveannsh Library Saciety B and

avtive participation in Christ Church.®



CHMPTER 4§
FAMILY LIFE

Gn Tebroary 1%, 1808, in a ceremony officiated by Rav,
Joseph Clay, John Grimes married Catherine Jones ¢ien.™ 3
marriage sehtlament was filad soon after the wedding. ¥ 1t
wa? iatanded to protect the proverty that Cotherine had
inherited from any debts inourred by her nsw hushaand. It alzoe
stigulated that shoeuld Catherine die bafore Pr. Grimes, ali
her assehts would go to her childrean. Catherine and dchn had
only one ehild whe aurvived, Sarah Jones Grimes.® a2 T
only one day pld, died off Dobsbey 15, }EGB.H He was favep
ciristered and was buried st the home of datherina's
grandmothar, Sarah Jonss. ™

Cathurine®s grandmother was very guod to her. In 1818 in
arder "to zet [her] grenddaughter off in the warid"" ghe gave
Gatherine a serving sat which included: 3 2ilver coffes pof,
a gilver water ({pati. & large siiver spoong, it dasepert
#poons, 18 silver ies spoons, a silver ladle and a silver mua.
Sarah Jonmes alszo gave Catherine a =lave named Harry.m once,
"out of natural love and affection to  [herl ograat

e} she gavs Barah Jonesz &

granddsughtar Sarak Jones Srimes,
slave called Minda, eon the wvery same day she had purchased
Minda from Catherine for §520.80."7 Which in effect made the
money & glft to Catherine since she 4id not loge the saryigaes

af Minda, Zarah CFones Grimes being an only child was probably

doted uptn and 2 posm, titled "o Mise Grimes, late usen of

11
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Hay,““ may have been writien Yo hepor her. Br. Grimes never
saw bis lithle Dueen of May grow up. Eleven years after his
Amath, on Janusry ¢, 1827, Sarabh Jones Grimes warrisd James
Potier. They had eight children, geven of which

15 Jamgers Potter owned Colersin Flantatinﬁ.m AL

sorwived,
the bime of hiz death in 1862, hia estate in Chatham County
was warth aver ESEQ,GOQJ? nfier her daughber'sz wadding, na
records were found %o indiceate Patherine Jones COrimes
antivities or the dafe of hsr death, Lr. Jobhn Srimes disd
Jyme 24, 1816 at the asye of 39 B Becords say he died of

Ta

flts, mwmost likely due tn wvelilow Faver, He 1g buried in

Calpnial Pask Cemetery, ¥



CHAPTER 5
JOUN URIMES: THE PHYSICIAN ARD THE MaW
from The informadtion discovered in thiz search, John
arimes apparently did not becoms wealthy frvom his werk as a
physigian. The orportunity for wealth wazs there and ewvidsnoe

% and from azm srticie

can be made of Dr. Sheftall's income
that dmscribed Gesrgian’zs lmck of gualifi<d physicians as a
great opportunity to “agcumulate a large fortune im & short
gpace of time, 7 Gr. Grimes, howsver seomed tno be more
voncarned for peoplie than weanith, Fiiteern ysar old Susannah
illiameon, ithe dsuyhter oF a blind woman, disd of drapsy
after two months of illpess.™  Dr. Grimes was listed as ber
dootor and yet his acoount ledger shews ne billing. Dr.
Erimag even pickad paople who nepded madieal attention up off
the atrest. Bicherd Loe was found "laving out of doors in tha

wid

dpws, Dr. @rimesa ™had him picked wp., speechless

[unsonseious] from Scuth Commen and conveyed to  Chatham
Poorhouse  #H

Dr. Qrimes wap very respscted as a physician., In an
atddress befora the feorgia Hedizal Society, Dr. Richard Ernoild
szid "When I wveme Lo bthe same of Jehn Grimes, I must pause
avhile. Beldem have T been more interested in the history of
Eny man. .., than I have heen in hisg, " n that sane asddress

By, Arhold reccunted what D, Fhysicok had written about Jonn

Srimes. Mever did s wman acguires fal more Brilliant

iz
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seputation. .. T have alwsys alasnsed him 35 & man of gonius. not

merely & man of talent "

In considering John Grimez, the worth of the men cannot
be seperated frem his work =as & physician. His own words
aloguently express that ides:

®hen mankind is srother fer distant age shall have
grrived st a2 mnore  accurate and  deferminate
knowledyge of  the, at pre=zent, gearat  and
inesplizable motives to actio ia the homan bresst;
when they shail have lesrasd to reject from
instaness of humen greainess the productions of
base appetites and pessions - the idolatry of the
present dsy - and shall regerd the gquantiiy of
velition szpended and *he sum of good attained by
the exertians of man. as the only sguare and rule
by which to adjudicate portisans of reputationz and
fame; then shall  bensficencs. goodness and
philanthropy exult in the reward of their services.
Then shall the labors of the physician, exposing
hith to whatever ia disgusting and offensive ko the
senssy, aismminge the torrent of disease, misery and
distresa; and woving in the silent snd mambitious
walks of his prafassion; egeite the admiéatien, CE Y |
insnxe the gretitudes of the humar race,

Tr. Grimes has certainly gainsd my admiration.
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suyannab Juiy 18th, 1891
Hush respected Sir.

Ho apology, I am [nlly soensible, wil)! be scfficient to
Justify my oonduct o vou, in delizving 2o long to communicalise
with you upon the subiects you committed Lo my care. Nearly
2 tweleve wentk has =lapsed since I left Philsdelphis -~ T
have not yet writtenm you, %his circonsiance, added o some
enexplsined and nisrepresented ocoevrences that happaned in the
uniwersity the zession before the last, must have impreaned
you uafavorably fowards me. The coenrenves to which 1 allyde
are painful, and I hkope by thiz time unnecessary to refate;
hat ressons, which ohligse me to but nff Lo this fate periad
all infermmticn respecting the books and subsceription yon
plaved in my hand, 2honid b2 given. In the first plzee, I
thought it unnecessary to write £ill I was able to [enclose?)
you, after having celiecied, the subscription. My passags
home wax extremely long sod tediows., In saptember I passed
thysugh this place, and [deposiftad] four wvelumes of the
"Elamanta® with By, Haberaham with instructions te deliver
them a2 socon &3 pessible to Burke, Jenkine and Jackszen, who
weve Lhen absent from town srd forward the subsecription money
Lo me at Warhington., The sther theee soplies 1 ook with me ta
Razhington, nearly tvo hundred miles west of Savanmak. Thare
1 delivered to 3ikb, Abboht and Cassy. Prom Abket snd Casey
you have received the grbscription. Eibb paid me hiz. fre
goek after my arrival among ﬁz friernds {at Washingtnn'!., ¥ mas
afttacked by a FRemittent {a malarial feyer], which confined and
Aigablad me from husinsss For any sort the better part of bwo
manths.  All this time I #ocld hear nothing From Habevshsm.
Innediateiy on my rocavery I wazs [Eorced?] frem [ 7 i
necessity to begin [practicing in} that Iittle viliage. “his
absorbed the [majority? of}l ay time. Therefore, [I] was
unabie o wizlt dsvannah for the purpoge of collscting the
zubzsripiion, of procuring the animals you wished me te send
Yo, wWhich inhabit only thke Iow country bei{vsen Augusta &
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Seyznnah. Letiers has no &Ffect. In Februsry I [paid?] it a
sercnd  wigit and mam Dr. Jacksen, whe  gave me  his
subscription. Burke and Jenkins had ¢alled on Hebergham and
obhtzined their numbeys, but did net Ilesawve the monay., Hhey
were hoth sgain zbgent £op the soubthward, ao that I was obliged
to return home wiithout heing able to forward you, as I had
heped the amount of your Sesrgia subscristion. (3 gepilamen
en the resd, agvesable fto 3 coniract T made with him as I
[heped?] £ 7 ] first, hed vcought a Baiamander aznd gopher,
but gobt fired of heeping them for me, and let thew aod,
Keflecting that vou lesk’d to me for the remittance of that
sum, ¥ would then gladly have zent it te you from my own
(pocket], but my fonde wenid not aliow it. § combinued in
Mashingbon, Mareh, Horil and May., During this time I heard
pothing form Jenking =nd Burke. Ik May, I left Washingten
with 7 dezign v satiling myself in this place. Soon after my
ayrival, saw Dr, Jeskine, who paid me for twe numbers. I now
vwanied only for Burke, after a while saw him and told him you
had authorized me to receive and franemit the aubszripficn
monay, He answerad that he would et me have it bhe naxt tine
ke maw me. I have zmeen him freguently since. bot he saps
rothing on the gubiect, inding by Mr., [KnoxTi who hands you
this, s convenlant cpportunity, I have concluded o send you,
withont further delay the whele amount, presuming that Dr.
Burks will refupd me ip time., You plzeed in my possegsion
seven copias, for Abbott & Cagey, who have paid you, ons each
faor Bikbh, Jackmon and!Jenkins, from whe 1 have recsived
pEyment, fout coppies, For Burke,wao bas not paid, ane oopy.
The price of the sever would have bogen 35, Dedustifng ten
dollars paid by Casey and Abbob lesves haiange of fwenty five,
whioh I sneloge youw., -- 1 an sxivemaly sorgy it has Thesn
utterly?] out of my power to sznt it to you zooner. The =ame
er patrt of the reazons, which have besn given in juatificatieon
nf my delzy in sending the meney, msy be offered for my naot
having attendsd sooner to the cther matters you confided to my
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care, I azsure you, it has heen gut of my powser. § person
without money cannct, at 21l times, do as he wishes. This ig
my vage, A want of it prevented my taking a degree before i
ieft the upiveraity, pot it owi of my power fo drew from wy
Town?] pocket znd sending youmuch sooneer the full amount of
your Georgia subscription {whiech I weuld most cheerfuily have
daney and [forced?] me to gn attention to practice [ 7}
apremitied and t9 a resldenes in a place so remots that, to
have attended to ths quaries mad svbscription paper ypu placed
in my hands hefore this ﬁas.impxacticable. I have procured as
many subscribers as I ceuld in Charlesten, Bavannah and the |
? F ecuntry, 1 abve as vet, from my vemste reaidikncve here [-
tn-fore?] and the neture of my engagementsz, been unakle o
sallast facte of sufficient for answering the guieries fo
favored me with. Having s2ttiesd myself in B3avannah {or rather
agpeating to settlel, it will e wmy favor Yo convianss you hoy
much I wish to cultivate vour good opinion and friendship. by
answering your gueries, by making your every communicationm
that may desarva yeur notice that skall srise frow [facie?]
within the svhere of my oheeywvation, and by cerisirnly in a
short tima now sending you the animels you have zp fraguently
sttewphed Lo get, Thuey are from all thad T can learn, to be
feund only in & certain district of country in this state,
gaventy miles form this place, »n the rosd leading to Augusta,
With a gentleman liviag on this zoad 3t wvhoze home the stage
stops, I [ 7 1 fovr an spzoimen of zach, and have agreed with
the driver +q bring ihem to me hare from shanes they shall he
shipped to you, I think this plan will zuceceed -~ I can't
when it wili be poesible forme to 2end an [ 7 1 my time is so
much [taken up?] in profeseion I think it probable it will not
ke sonvenisnt for me te present one under twn ir thr=e years,
whern 1 s8hall revisii: the university, 3T hope szuch
yrecrastinstion will net desiror the efflcisncy of ths
certificate vau gave ma az Dean of Faculty, privileging me to
bresent a digsertstion Mzt any time. " The wanit of time and
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meney were wmy only barriers at first. They exist in ful)
feres now. ¥ should be glad fe hear form vyon on this aubiect,
1f protractisn of tims should baszard the wvwirtue of that
certifiogie, T might be stimluated to forward ong next spring:
hut T had mach rather put it off two yzars longer, when T
=hall certzinly revist the wniveraity, and epend ancther
epurgs with yot. -- [Should?) be eminently gratified weuld
vou honor me pocasienally with 2 i=tier. Whenever Y have any
thing worthsy yaur zye, you shall have it May 1o enjioy
health! May fame [ ? ] reward younr genias and labours. Ino.
frimes

Recelved Ruguzt Znd 1804

This lotter enclosed 25 dellars

Dr. Banjzmin Smith Barten

I the abrence ) Profesear of Materia
of the Dr. to bel Medica: Batany
opened by 3 in the University of
HMrz, Barion } Fennsyl vania
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UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLYANIA

a
“ohe Undvarsity Archives
“. gnd Records Genter
* tlarth Azcade. Frarkiin Field
| Fhdlodelpble, PA 16166320
8} £957004

Hfatk Fraties Linyd
[ restar

i+ Liseinta Sedgmick I Muy 1991
| fscinda Sedgwio
3677 Live Oak Drbve
Hiesvlle, TA 31313

* Doer M. Sedgwick:

_ 1 have spoken O your sister, M. Barbare Porier, about your research on ihe {amily of
“Dx. Iohn (irimes, A review of the Linjversity Archives collections indicates that we do have
some informadion on D, Grisss,

The amount of fotumentativn we have {or the early nincteenth centnry is ssoall. 'We are
- ihe o conifrm that John Grines attanded the University of Pennsytvania Medical Departwent
i 1799, 1801 and 1802. Fe wat one of De. Benjamin Rush's students bt & not shown s
- teceiving his depree from Porn.

. Wo kave, in his fite, a portion of an article which sppeared in the Jourmal of the Madica!
Assactation of Georgle in December 1983, “Medicine i Barly Georgia (Savannsh)” by Talion K.
Leattlebaum, St, MD. The refersnce o Dr, Cirimes reads:

r. Jobr Geimes, the secrerary of the Georgia Medical Society, was 2
doscendant of o Vieghia lamidy and » resident 0 Witkes County, Teorgia, before
coming o Ssvennak to 1804, after a peried of study at the Elnivenity of
Pennsylvania Medical Schood, D, Geitnes died of yellow fewer in 18156 at the age
of 35, butr he Bved 2 Efe of preat service to the Georgia Medics] Sodety and o -
the coramuaity, being for & number of years 8 member of the Stats Legigature
where he endesvored ageingt much ignorant opposition to advance ihe health
interesty of Ueorgia.

One of the first abjectives of the new medical society wat to seoure &
medical Hoense law, The frat offort made in $885 did not zusceed. In fact, a
medical law was Dot secored wntil 1821, after the death of D, Grimes,

Theok with & Hotary in your ares. | am sure you will be able 1o gat a full copy of this
attitle with thelr assistance,

We slie have aletter from the University of Georgla Liveary in respanse 1o a query from
T affice aboor Johin Grimes. T em enclosing @ photocopy of the retponse fot oy information,
at i doas contein some biographical information. T assume that the Cobunbin Mreeum was a
i Pewapaper i Saaanab i the early oineteenth centory.
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Mg Liscinda Sealgwick 2 1 May 1990

There ar¢ soms other repositerics you shovld also consalt, particularly in Georgia, The
Toadfresses are

. Qporgia Historical Secisty Geotgia Depariment of Archives  aad
s 501 Whitaker Srest History
. Savannub, GA 314061 330 Capitel Avenne, S8,
L {812 9443128 Atlsnta, G& 36334
" gpen M-¥ 19-6, Sat. %:30-1 (#94) 656-2350

) T eould aot Bud out where records of the Georgla Medical Society sre, and recommend
' {hat you ask the staff ai the Georgla Historiosl Socicty about these miateriale. Tra sore they wil
e sble o help you,

I siso beleve that two lotiers rom Dr. Grimes may be foved in the Bewjamin Smith
Barion Papers at the American Philosophical Libraty., This exrrespondence has 1o do with his
proposed Medical Thesis, which would have been a prerequisite for his degree. You should

SO 9_,‘45 ‘"‘t“ia ‘}.I“!,ﬁ'cﬂ

American Philosaphical Society Tibeary
105 Sonth Fifth Streat

Fhiladeiphis, PA 19106

(215) 6270706

With your pevasssion, the University Archives will keep your foguiry on Ble and provide
yout name and address to otiier rescarchers who inguire about De, Jobs Grimes, This may allow
Yo 10 jocate other famiy members. if you Gu ver specifically indivate your approval, however,
we will act divulge such information. I hope this informatien {and my best wishes for your
inecess) wili help wau in your résearch.

Public Sarvizes Archivist

Enalosure
= Besbace Porler
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iD Univarsity of Teorgia Libraries
il Sthr, Geonyis 30402

30 Eovember 1581

g, Prounie James Pallett

fue Paiversity Avchives

Loggeth Arpade, Frastiin Pieid 39

| Fedversity of Peopsylvania
aiedelphie, Pensaylwania 1910k

_-am Hr. Daliett:

_ or. Jobn Bawards hes Jorvarded your levier to me for r2piy. Here ab Secrgls
3 1o meny Enstituilions, sadly, the Mst of gstuderts who mabrievlaied hut did oob
greguate ]{J:riur 4o 181% was probebly mever retained. A mumver oo your lish -
Eururgu.izz fowrguin), Gerdine (2ot Jerdine], trimes, and Eshecsham «~ were Baven-
pahian: and the 1ikeifhood that they sthended Seorgla 2z remote. Few, Lf any,
cosabal Searaiscs attended the upeounbyey Stabe Ueiversity Guring Lts formabive
jeers. Tne Mendenhall fapily was prominent in the Sneker colony Just northwest
of Mapuata in the late pightecnth cantury so It is posaible $het your Jobs W, Men-
ﬂﬁ&h&la. w5s a mopber of Ehat group, OF Ehe othey wmemes, 8l wut Sandwiek are
B gmi old Jeorgla fawily names.”

The Auvgnets Ghremlels of 23 Apr{l 1308 notes the death of the Dr, Jeha Beg~
dipgfizid'e infant den. He ig Listed as a resldent of Augusts and the nama is
apallad Wikl only gne "4M The H%xmah Reparblican wf 18 May 3818 comtedng the
L ebttusery of Dy, Hegry Ecm*quim yveers, dled 15 Hay 1815 vho Eived ‘in Savasneh
~ sad 183 5 parent (hie metnaz} "moaning loss of sm endy cbild.” Dr. Johe Cocks,
~- Bop of ol Nathenlel tocke, €led im Liverty Co., ﬁa. 23 .'.i‘u]q{ 1638 (fmm Cotumbien

- » L e Goedmes and Migs Cetbhecips Do Th- i iy e
mﬂ;e& 12 Fa&:mm 1506 ageording bag g ﬁ“&%ﬁtm
. ; REE 15 el aiber T :.?anki,na wnid MLzs Mert -

. elifl.: ab Fem’brohe; fa. Ths death of & Dr. Japes . Mendepbedl s liated o the
Savsnuah Republican for 19 Dotober 1507 whidh paper also noted saxlier the desth
... O Thenas Meodepnall, Sr,, sashiar of the 7. 8, Branah Berk oF Savennah add g
rative of Philadelghin., The Ceno rein Cowstte fully reporie oo 30 June 1756 the
death of Dr. James Weems Moore, 23 yemrs, d. 21 Jupe 1796, native of Zavannak,
dusy returped frowm Pailsdelphic efter tue yeprs of. studying medieine. v, Sriffin

V. Tankereley 4o ooted bythe Auguats Chranlele as heving died during Augush 1807
&t Bégetiald Court Hcmae, 3.d.

I bope thiz hedgepodge o inforumebion will prove of sseistauce %o you. Plesse
toatect dokn or pe 1€ we ey be of furbher help.

Sincersiy,

)

Hobert M. WiDiinghesn, Jr,
Azting Aseimtan® Divsctor
Fox Speclal gellections

B/ A
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Aavannah  March 14th Igl4
My dear HSir,

4 former pupil of mine, Mr. Creegor, from whem I yecoived
a note recgptly, states that he wished informmiion from me
upon the use of the acetate of lead in homovrykagy, that eome
of the class had informed you, subsequently to yonr lecture
uponr that arvicle of the Materia Medica, I had adminigiered
gra. xx al a desge. This misrepresentation must have arisen,
P don't say from design, but from ichorance of Some or other
of wmy fTormer students. then at the Wnivarsity. The enclosed
seent of the sase, from which the abhoce migatatwent ao doubt,
hag been produced will presant you, my beloved and highly
respecied Preceptor? with zn imporiant history of the ef fests
of the acetate of lead, in quelling lemerrhagy ohe tan of the
meat  =zlarming ngturah I ftake more satisfasckion 4in
communicgiing thia esse t» you, becasuwe as far a3 I knou, you
were the suggester of its use at least ia *his country, in
zuch giswases., He, the zubijest, wes the patient of bGoctor
Farker, & respectabie physician of this place. T was called
in consultation. He adminiztered the wedicine. The statement
snelosad is form his pen. fThe case, as tou find., was 2 very
veplous dimcharge of hlood, hoth from the esophagus and znus.
The acetate of iead, 1n the measure of time stated in the
enclozed aggount conguersd the [effazion?]. Thia is the
grsatesi extent, as whigh I have knewn thisz remedy pushed. I

kave had many wther sazes of homorrhagy from difforant points
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restrained by smallsr doses, T have many mers instances of
ditfersmt =omplaints, which zhall ferm the subiect of future
gommunications.
The Bearer of this note, iz Mr. Jabey Jackaon, the nephew
2% Taeotoay Henty Javkson, the present seceretary of lLegation te
Pariz, if whose talents, soiencse and merits, tou are amply
informed. He wiil pet, the Bearer, apbsar Lo you in an
ingcientifice wiew. Yhe amiablenssa of hiz manneys! $he
guantity of informztion which he possesses FOr S0 youndg 3 man,
the lib=ra3 and keen peaetration of hNisg Judgemsnt and
anderstanding, wit! constantly atiraet the attentlion of 2 man,
like you, whe views in genius its excellenve, in [probits?] of
ganduct 1its wirture and purity.
Ere. Grimtes unites with me in ony xsspecta to Mrs.
Barteon apd yourself.
I am, Zir, doubly
your affl pupil

Fohn Grimes

Bandamin Smith Barton, M.D.

My, Jackson irrofessor of Institultes
yin the Univsrsity of Pennsylvania
Puiladelphia
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Wazhington, Sept. 23rd 1811
TDear Sir,

Parmit me to recormend to your attentiaen and siviidies
during the ensuing course of vonr lectures a young relation of
mine, W, John Wingfield. HKHe had been some gearz a student of
Boetor Abbot of thiz plase who reparts very favorably of his
lzasidinty?] snd talents, and from the little conversation I
have Rad with him, this opinion seeme to ba well founded. You
w1l find W, Hingfilad modest and zmiable, 19 kis waopers, and
premt and ready ta fallow your advice zs to the plan he shonid
persvne in his studies during the seasen. It iz comnon with
youi, T kEmow, you will extend to him sour council accompanied
with that persuacive manner 3o {captiv=ting?] to your numerons
[relosgen?],

kespectiuvily,
Johrn Grimes

Bentamin Smith Barton, M.

W. dehkn 3 Profazecr of Mort. Had.
Wingfield ) fatany in the
1 Tniversity of Pennsyplvania
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EFILOGUER
T stham ft mey concern:

I hoye, #2 the writsr of the preceding paper, that you
have gained gome information that will =id you in your cwe
research. I have made notatiome in the biblisgraghy =beut
good zources of ianforsafion that are worth pursuing.

If your researsh is part of the reguirement for Eistory
3900, you will need time, tenzcity and luck. Luek is & gift of
wital intormation zeemingly Found out of the blwe - be
graktetul. Yenarity i = Strvength you must find within
yourself - dig deep for it. Mime is 8 precinus commedity that
you have very littie of -~ ume 1t wissly.

Good Luck,

Lisineds Lyons-Sedgwick
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