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7 T. Introduption

In recreating the 1ife of a Pormer Savennab mayer msny gaps ard on-
answered guestliona come to the merface. This biographicel report will seek
t0 angwer those guestlons and I'ill im the gaps with the available data T
was able to uncover, It is my intention that the information 7 will presant
will mring the reader to the conclusicn thal Richsed J. Davant Jr, wes a
" progressively ¥ minded citizen whe pui the wellebeing of those around him
in higher regatd than hi= own and who contributed sipnificantly to the betier-

ment of Savannah during the perigd 1903-1915.

TI, Faniiy Backerourd and Zarly childhood

The Davant family can be braced back to the lowlands of Seuth Carolina
near Besafort in the 1830%z where Richard's grapdfather { Charlez ) owned &

i

farm,” Both Richard!s mother [ inna Caroline Maner )} and father { Richard 3r. )

2
ware born in Sopth Caralina, Richard 8». amd 5la wife Annz came to the
Savannah grea from Sotth Careling in 185-!;.3 He then set up a partnership with
g My, Hawbon and was dnvelved in gommissdon merchandising of cobtlon, Interestied

in vot only khis tuainess in Savanpab bot Tarming &= weell Eizhard ( Se, 1 deaiddd

to meve nis family to the gouniry where he would be &ble to farm, \-/)_.w-:""," ’
Hichard V. DJavant Jr. was born in Smreven County near Sylvanda on Mavch

20 1666,‘&_ Dn& of f e children, thres 515%.&:*5 ard one brother { W:Lllm ¥. a3

Irdications are yhat two of hiz sisters rsmainsd on the famn until they were

married ﬁ;‘sdurgzoﬂated leter o 4tlanta and Hew York, Belle, the eldeat died

in 1867 b \} an exbended ﬂlnaaﬂ.5
In 1868 the family moved to Guyton, to a larger farm, where Bichard attens.



}fl Fookbman ) whem he sourted and married on the 3rd day of September 1847,

P

3

W
e

R _,f'-l 3
o &d public schools, Me then went to Jeorgia Militery deadermy in M3lledeviile

from 1879-1882 leaving that school at sExteen rears of aéE.é Genrgia Military
Academy was an imporiant step in Rishard!s preparatlon For marhood hecsess

the military Yradition was stropg in the Davant househeld. Richerd®s father
was a member of the Chatham Artitlery ayyd a Commander in the Georpis Huasars
with 2 Jemg list of meritoricus achisvements; For czample, several distinguished
military campalpns in the War with Vexdico in the IS&D'E.? Richard®s brother,

Williamjwm dlan a member.s

T¥1. Pre-Judieial Perjod

:}ff
In 1886 Richard decided to leave hisg fanﬁjfieg farm in Guyton and relionele

_,-.-K:. An Savannab. Moving inte a rented residence at 17 Gordon Street and assuming a\:J
i

‘clerkship 3n the retail ard wholesale gealn business of Thomas P. Bend.® In
his firat few years of this clerkship Bichard mebt his future wife { ¥irginia
i

tt_1__a=: Evangelist minletsr Henry K, Hees presiding. Bis new wife, ondy 10 monthe
his junior, wWas a nati-ve &rn Savanrnh lady well respecied by 231 ac-:-:sunts..u
Begding that the clerkship urder ¥r. Bond was pot satisfping enough for
him Richard wenb dinto a2 partnership with his father in the gernersl insurance
business { 1805 }, Me contirued 4r this <apaclity uneil his I‘atherjg death in
13‘?9?4(1: which time h& hecame partners with ¥re. Hunt and reémained with him antil
nis political cares begm.lz
His bmvolvement in civic groups and 2stablished Sevannsh organizatioms is

impressive prior to ard includipg the yearsz of hig political 1ife, He was a



memper of the distinguished Ogelthorpe (lub, Savanmabt Yacht Club and

Gepman Glub, He was admitted as ;,%’it.:]ason in the Solomons Ledge #1 from
' October 12,1900 until his &eah]l;r
There are also clear indiecations that Richeard and Vieginls were
Christian people for they appiied for and recelved membership in the
Tripdity Methodist Church Savannab, on the 2ist of November 1897 and made
ampgal pledpes of $35, to the churck from that dare £3111 his death.,iE
When analyzirg Eichard Davant one neads to ase thail a greslh deal of

kis ensrgy wus dirvested to the Chatham Az-tillery and the Georgia Hussars.

Beglmrdng in 1299 RBishard eniered 45 a2 parivate and went throwgh the ranks
of ouartermaster sergent { Fussars } to = Captain ( Ch&E}ﬂ;’l Artilisry ) o
a sommizsion ae iéasg m the 18t Batialion Field artillery Bekiomad Guard
of Georgia in 1913, 6 While commanding officer it haz been noted that his
company won Rany national and stats cmnt-&:ﬁ:.a.l?

While in Savannah the Devante moved guite often, pessibly in sesrch of
the * pight ¥ home. Their decision to bu¥ a home came on June 23, 1913
when they purchased = house and ot at 11% Yark Averme, Savanrgh for the

ie
nrice of $5E250.

IV, Aldernanic and Maveral Perdod

Rickard and Virginie had no childven, Wo axplanstion was fourd for this
decision. Riuhar:ié’ e wag spent with his Chatham Artﬂ:bry ohligations and
other soeial fraternal organizations he belenped fo, when ke wag not preparing
himmelf for Involvensnt in city goverrment,

Richard was elected Xlderman for the ity of Savanoeh 4n 19073 W«hik
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‘Magor Herman Myara, He received the 2nd Iergsst vwobs in %he glesting and
was given the pusiltion of Vige-Chairman of Clty Cownsid. ? He was re-slected
ag an Alderman in 1996 wder Georze W. TSdeman's ticket, During his terure
as an Aldermen Richard Davant also Fomrnd time to be a menber of the Bomed
of Boupation ( 1603.08 } and Chairman of the Commitiee in charge of the
Fire I}e;}artment,zﬂ

On Jarmmary 27, 1913,Richard J. Davant assumed the office of Mayor of
Savannati, He had made his ambition perfecily clear to the citizsmy of Sawvarnah.
Az Thomas Gamble: steted in his Savarnah Mews.Presg article, " Mapor Davant's
ambition wal a Sipgle one, to give to Savamnah an administ.ra'@é;m nf its affairs
that would deserve and w85 the commendation of its glitizens.m 411 mwvailanls
evidence I found serisinly supports this contentiond _ | |

The orly negabive rsid.é_;"é}f‘ his adminfatration that I found was Richardd health,
He was bothersd by a pulmonary i11ness .q?';1ch .moessitatt&d him havirs o leave
the ocity several times in atiempis to ra&uper&te. Tiven while absent For those
short periods fhere was evidence of commenity eonsern arsd Sﬂpﬁﬁ;; for thedre
¥ayor., 4 mewapaper article on September 9, 1915 aftests to that, ‘

On December of 1*.;1,!_} Hichsrd 4. Davsnt Jr was re-clected as the Mayor of
Savarmah for b Feara { He;:r_:;él.:‘m\;c}f affice law took effect 1-1%15 ), 411 of
Jayarnan wad thankful For his re-electior. Fe wue called a gne-mah administration
apd immediately begg}; putting fcrth more ideas on how Lo improve the methods
of admipdstering sity a,{'fa,ﬁrspzj His idsas modeled the M progressive era ¥ ideas
rrevaleat In America during the early part of the 20th century. Bs created a
eontrol board 40 monitor garbage wesies in Savennah ard sel up the first oity

24 25
wide garbage disposal system. He grasted positions of ire Inspestiora arg



2f
city surgeons. His Aldermanic beard urganized a proper accounting

ayetem for all departmenis, ¢raater new nrmmicipal docks and creztied an

27
extenzive city nlavground system. He was instiumental dn Inifiating

and earrying oul the programs which ereated 2 new ity andifordum, -

and & mew manicipal library, An so doing he had to solivite the Carnegie
Foundatlon for a §75,000. grant Tor the ity library, and also have the
veters of Savamnah vote op & $200,000, bond lssue for the audit.orim,zg

Ee was alse instrumentsl in having variems ordinanee: replating meat shops,
fish and pouliry shops and food Ipapection repulrements. Savanpmanbs interssta
were aertainly bis interests. He won fricpds readily apd bedd them sirongly
pecanze of his Impressive honesty. He wea on a Plrst neme basts with many
peeple throughout tewmr,

A3 his strepusus pace at (ity Hall contimisd it become evident that his
health world foree Idp to ekt one of him mavy rest veeatlons In the mowrtaing
of Forth Sarclina. On Ootober 4, 1915 Richard Teturted Trom hiz last vacation
and got back to the stremuous job of rumelng the ¢ibty, 3y the end of the week
he was ready Lo take a short break at his farm in Millen Georgia, where he
of'ten went, Tt was reporied that he had spent Saturday the 9th of Getoher
walking around nis farm doing 2dd jobs, For dinser he met his clozge frierd
Dr. Merk E, Perkins for dinmer at the dostors house. After dimmer the bwe men
went forr g walk and as they weve neardne the Hotel Bs8ill Eicherd basan o
complais about feeling 311, Shorily afier that he collapsed ard wgs proncunaend
dead by his pood frierd Dr, Perkins st 10500 pe Ootoher 9, 1915‘3 .‘Ihe cinge
of desth was listed as edema of the lunzs which is a typs of depensration

30 LT
af on&g myscilar tisgyue. )
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Sawarrsh was shocked! The Savermsh Morring Vews -hﬂéﬁlimﬂ of October
10th 1915 told the gtorr, One of the many edilorials, written by Thomas
Ganblie { Mr, E}avau‘xt; segretary } mums up the general public zenbiment
towards Davants deathy ? we doubt if Savawmash ever had a mayor Who gave more
conscientioua service in that Eapacity or who served his constituents with
more gsal and more {ideliiv," )

ﬁa' Savaribah prepared their ¢ily for The funeral of &4 " loved ome © Hichard
Da*:rantél body was transferred from Millen Ceorgiz to Swapgah on the Genrzia
Railroad the LItk day of Ootobey and arpiced at 7123 am,j There wyre several
bardred prople at the train station fo pagy thelr respects to thelr late Mayor,
His bedy was plaeed in Qiiy Hall Crom Wordap Ogtever 11 #1915 through Wednsday
{ietober 13,33 Ironically he had been on the bnilding comsission for the
newly opened Oiiy Hall,

Or the L3th of Dotober Savanpah gave thely late mayor an impressive funeral
with full milikary honors. Through the siceets of Ssvanmab thoussrds paig
their respects, Services were heid at Tricvity Methodiss Churen and repmrts
irdieated that the service and march throigh town surpassed any held thus far,,%
_ He was buried at Bonedventdre Jemetary in Savarmah and hisz burdal wds
reported as belng a very orivate family aflady a3 regnested by his wﬂ,ﬁ,ﬂ‘i-?"‘%i’; o
Richards brother William, who was Iiving 4n Beaufort st the time, came %o T
Sevamnah for bis brothess fupsrel and te be executor of the Last Wil and
Testament. Hishard Ieft his wife ali hig Rife Insuranee and Heldr bome on Park
ATemme plus what rem.;é.ned of his asaehs, after liguideting his debisz, Thiz was

a total of $5211.37.,  Tniterssting to note that he also bequesthed s sum of
37

$1500, to be given to his ¥ second " love_ths Chatham Artilerry.



Hiz Lrother Wiiliam ithen set abeut to sell hiz and Virginiad residence
on Parl Averme and fourd a buyer, one ¥r. Willdas 5. Kolise whe patd
5350, for the house amd 1&M,J8 With now over $310,000, Virginds moved
to 18E7 dbercern Street in Savapnah and was last Iizted there as of tie
Savarmah ity Directory in 1918.39 What hecame of Tirginia 4is Jeft for
ansther researcher tn uncover, She was buried in Savannah nexd o her hshard
op the 26th day »f ¥arch 19@'50 Boing buried with her married name seems to
indicate Lhat shn pewer remarried in those 45 yestd ag & widow,

The worle of fichard J. Davant, as medror, will atard 28 2 momiment to
bim, Savannal 15 5 better place for havins béen guided,even for so short
& period,lr sweh 3 lpader. Eve;*yz-ﬁzeré cpe tdght ook one finds evigence
ef the toneh of his haed and the dmegct o Bds work w11 te felt for many

generations of Sqvamgikans fo come,



—fe

END-IOTES

!

1, t-Euperior Gourt, Savarmsh, Seorsia. Deed 2-¥,Folis 324

Z.  Savamnab-Chatham Public Library,Main Sranch Savannah, Georgls,
: tate of Georeia Censug-1900, ¥ol.l1,ED-67,Sheet 13,Line 15,
3.,,:" -7 Iugian Lamar Knight. Georpia and Seorgisns- 4 Standard History.”
- Vol.5 { Chicagn: Lewis Publishing Co.191%),p.2370.
ba Bonadventure Cemetary, Savanman, Georgla, Tombstone Tnseription, Sec. B,

Lot 4%, and Savapnah Morning Hewn CGeb.i0,1915,p.1.00k.1.

5, Enight,Georpda and Georgians.,p.237T0.

b, Georglia Militawe Aeademy, Milledgville, Georgia, Telephone confirmation
by ssurebary ( ks, Lwens ), July 16,1684,

Ta Inberview of Colomel Lindsey Herder-son and Colomel Henry Xerpedy,July 15,1984,
Both membere of Hogssars and Chatham briillery. Rermedy is offipial historisn,

£, jbid.

7, Georgia Historieal Society,Savanmah , Georgla. Savammh Cite Directory, 1866,
Page 38, and Sprvarnah Morming News E 0et.10,1915 J,p,lao0l, 1,

10, . Probate Court, Savanneh, GeorgisMarriage License,No,743. Bock H, p.b.

11. . Bonpadveninre {:ametélér and Sgranmal Morndng Kows Gct.li},l‘?“-;ﬁ,pjcol,;‘
. i Hi_—

ar

1z, Enight, Georpia and Georgisne,,p.23 70,
13, Interview of loseph 4, Webater, secwrstary of Qpgltherpe Club, Confirmed

prior membership, Limited acesss to infermaiion,

ih. Georpia istorical Society, Mimutes of Solomons Lodze #1.Box 27764, Fary 6,
PaiFh, { Dee a0, 1906« Dec 27,1511 1

15 Deorgia Piytordcal Sociedy. friniiy Methodist Chreh Besdster, Yhem # 1357,
Box 2, Then 8, Line 245,

146, Toterview of Golonel Hemry Benmedy, ( July 15, 1984 ), Chatham fEillery
17. U boovar Left City Hall With 4 Smile," Savannsh Morning Bews, Gotober
16, 1915, FL b, c0l.2.

18, Superie Coard, Bavampsh, Ceorgia, DeedsBock 12-5, Folic 4,



1%,
20,

2%,

22.

23.

.

25.
26,
27,
28,
7.
30,
31,
32,

3.
3.
35

Pl

ihid, ) ‘r,r'
wimtes of Meebings Uity Coungil, Savannsh, Georgia.(October 27,1915},
1, 550, City Hall Building- 2nd floor,

Miagor Left City Hall With & Smile.” Savannah News-Press(October 10,1915},
Po2hat01.2, -

"Health of Maver Tmproved By Rest." Savannah Morping Fewn.{ Septenher
¢,1915 p.32,00l. 8,

Tpersonality Was Remarkable Ome,” Savarmah Morping fews. { Oclewer,11,1915 3,
p¢2u¢nl;2,

Mimites of Heetings-0ity Council, Favanmah, Gecrgla. {February 5, 1913},
POIS’

jodd.(Pebruayy 19,1913),p.20,

Shid,

ibid., a} May 28,1913,p,58 b} Jue 11,1913,p.65, @) Japnary 20,1915,p.341
ibide, May 28,1913,p.58.

Savannah Morning lews. Ochober 11,1915.p.2.00L.5.

Sevarrah Morning News, Ootover 10,1915,p.1.001.1, Cowad

Savarmah ¥orning Wews, Cotober 10,1915.p.20.nol.2,

P
Ohatham Qounty Heatth Department. Baresu of ¥Vitsl Recerds,Transportation
of Sorpse Becord? { Getober 9, 1915 ),

Savaryeh Morning Newe, Ootobsr 11, 1915.p.12.celd.l.

—t—spas

Savannah Yorving Wews, Dotober 13,L915.p.lGwcol.1.

Geprgia Higtorisal Sceiety,Savatnay, feergla.fogadvetiure Comebary Bocolis,
(1850-1938Vol.k, and oral interview of Bonadventure Cemeiary caretakelw.
My, Geopge Wallow,{July 7,1984L;

Probate Gourt,Savannsh Georgiaiill, Fils # 610, Azeney Rox # 8, Location
# 16938, { Apell 17,1915 )

inid,
Snpericr Courd, Ravannah Ceorgla, DepdsVol.1243 Folin 1, { Marsh 27,1916 )



9. ?eerg;aa. Hist?rica.l dociety, Savannzh Georglia. Savamah City Diregiories,
1933=-19148 ).

50, Bonadventure Cemetary,Savannah, Gecrgla. Secticn B, Lot 145,




I

10,
it.

12,
13,

1L

17,
18,

19,

o
. {rf ‘_.N_\ 1 H r"ﬁlt
1 . - " \'} AR " - 1.
. [ s . N - )
- BiAnIE S Ll A L L
vt Eiallography B I AL :
Tet o ] ’ Yo oA S
- o u-,.a'j J\--?} L A
at 4 ,,-{1'..“'-.- .h__*.

Ecm,ﬂént.ure Gemetary,

Georgia,

B{magﬁjren'hﬂre Cemeiary Records, { 18501938 ).¥ol.l, Georzia Histeriosl » e R

Tombstone Inseription. Seetion E, Lot 44, Savamnah, -~ .. °
' N

Souietr, Savermah, Deorgia,

.

Chabham Coumdy Health Depaviment, Bureau of Vital Records, v T‘remsm" rtati@

ef CorpseHeterdy*Uolober 9, 1915, Savarmah Geofeia

“Thethar-Public Tibraey

+ Skate of Geormis Cenous-1300, Vol, 11, ED-47, Sheoet

i3, Lime 1%, Savanmsh Georgia, LR _ .

Fd

Georpia Military Academy. Willedgville, Georgla. T6Ll. S12-453-3481. ¥rs. Dy ram

peeretary..

W fesith of Tayor Tmproved," Savarmah Merning News. { Sepiember 9, 1915 ),

Pl ookt

Intetrview with Colonel

Lindsey Herderson and Colonel Herwy Ksnnady, (Chatham

Aogsaral, tel. Z32-2943, July 15, 1084,

Artidiery and Geogrofs

Interview with Mr, George Welion. Ronadwenture Leetary Daretaler, Savannah

Gﬁorgias Ju};j?‘ ?3 1?8&;:

T ¥ayor Left City Hall With A Smile,® Savapnah Morping News. ( Octeber 10,1915 ),

s JR=F . TeS I T

Opelthorpe Club, Savarnah Geoprgia. Int-erview with Jozeph A, Hebster-zecretary

“Personality Was L Remerkable One," Savannah Horning Mews,{ Octoper 11, 1915 ),

L. .2.c0l.2,

Probate Court, Savermah Georgia, I-'Ea.rr.i_;_age Licenge, Yo, 73, Book H. p.b.

e p—

Probate Court, Savsnnah Georgia. ‘;iﬁi: s # 610, Apency Box # 8, Tocadion

# 149-38, Aprid 17,1938, .

Savannsh City Pirectories, 1856, 2,91?;—115315. Geargia Historiesl Socisty,

Sayarmar Georgia,

Sayenrah Morning News.

{ Cetober 10,1915 J,p.1l.001.1,

Splomons Lodpe Mimtes #1. Box 2776k, Part 6, P.395 { Decenber 20, 160

December 27,19 17J, Georgia Historleal Society, Savanmah Georgia,

Superior Jourt, Savaninah Georgla. Peed 2-¥, Folio 32£.( December 19,1827 )

Snﬂerior Court, Savamnah Ceorgia, Deed 12=5, Polic 4, { Marsh 27,1914 )

Trinity Methodiat Chare

24.5, Georgla Historie

i Rgcorda.(Rezister), Ttem # 1354, Box 2.%tem 8, Line
al Zogisty, Bavarnah Georgia

I ..‘.1,-.'.



	A Biography of Richard J. Davant, Jr (1866-1915)
	tmp.1617040302.pdf.HsC67

