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Fratoeils Jusp Gersopuly wmss born on March 13, H8GL in 3%,

R

fugustine, Florids, £he zmon of {reclk and Spenisn fonigraoie,

#e came Lo Savanned while & voulg matt and worked on the small
barges snd boats treveling aiong the Savannzd River. Ho batane
& cantsin on ihe stessers Tlda end PEezuregsrd™, boih o0 which
played important polss in Savannsh? e histery during the Zivi]

1

in Ssvannoh,

War, He died on July 26, 1860 and was buried in Cathedrsl Semetery



TN

Pponola oJf, Cercovuly, o first goncestion fmerdcan ands al @2
glancs, sn ordinesey man of wimple mssng, was intrdgeing and quite
odventurous uron clozesr exsminsiion, He osaps B0 Savanaab froa 36,
sugustine, Flopids ss a young msle worked s8¢ o coXewaln on borgss,
and later Lecams a naplzin o the otesers "Ida" and PZesuregerd.t
Hore extradydinary senschs of his life dncluded a haavy involvensnl
in the giege 0f Fort Pulssiki durimg the CLvLI ¥ar, a longtime zous
tancs with Gen, Fobert E. Les, and ap dnvelvezent in the Davannsh
Gl by Government,

Francls Cercopuly was borp March 15, 1804 and was bapbized
Frapuisco Jusnt on Marceh 2%, 808 Ein 5%, sugusiine, Forida, e wase
the son of fomingo 3, Cercopuly, Lrom Braze de Hayol, freece, and

Jusns Hernandern Cercopily, oFf San Felipe, klnarca.? Accopdins to
2 page Irom whal sppesrs ¢ oe Lhoe 175V Flordde Cansus, Dominge
CercOpliy was a2 carpepter whe "deslred more land;® wmacs werried, arv
et no childpen, < Later, the Cercopulys had ssveral ohildreon:
Cabaling, Donlngs, Juany Catalina Juanz, and Fraauisoo Juaﬂ,} It
could be wossible thal there were other childzen -=- Feler, Feilu,
Marraritay ancd Mariz - bot thls Infometion vas nrovided by o

gancological record that was vartially unvarifiabla.%

Francie marrled Miss Agnes Clark of 5t, Avgusiine om August (.,

=

1625, She was bsorn Fuly 2%, 1806 snd baptized Yres Jacobas Calfnll:z

£

oo oAugust 9, 1804, the daughicr ol Geoyrge ano fnuondlsa Veastre (s
both natives 07 Florids, ¥hile Tdlving in St Augustine, Fronels
and Aptes had four Shildren: Juasha Fsula, horn iugust 16, 15806

Juliuve Dowlng Jose, born Appll 125 1223 mnd bantlzed Dacember Tk



Jokn Fo. bovn sboub 1827 snd Anna Lo It auesl b sostmed

that Fokwe F, and fnnha L, wers Morn in Ste Angusilpe and thai they

wore the childeen of Francle and dgnes.  The assumpilon was sazds

L

#

On e hawls of seversl faciorsr There was p ovrardod of desconsmioed
in the parisk of Sty Augestine durdng the assuwmed Line of tholp

wrihe, whick esused great conuglon in the sasramentel resorisss

thers were no records of Yhelr bepmtiszs in Sevannzn: 1% was estabilshes
froz Anna'e merpiage rectrd thabt John P was her brﬁtﬁ&r;? both Julias
and Frencis were listed as sponsors ip the bapilasmal recopds oF
Annals and Johnls ﬂhildren;IG anid Ahta and John were llsted as
Prensielc shiidren dn the gensclogical racgerd nraviously mentiqned,g
srparently, Margarits and Juan, Frencis's siblings, moved o
Savahipnah in the mld 1820!'s, Troere were references in the Savannal
Goorpian to bobh Havgarita snd Juan beginaing iwv 2825.33 Franciz

cames to Savanpah betwesn T827 znd 18351, XE can be deduged frox fhe

)

iiust e baptiss bhal Frendis was in st. augustins in Degemian

'
1
£

by
Lorq

i
1528, Xe then was listed in The HSsorgian, a JaVaunal Sewgnaper,dn

January 2, 1832, as uaving s letier st the Poot Offlce for niPe Tuud
E

thirby days. 7 Fhe atirseiion of Savannah remaine s mystsey, but

|

sceording to Col, Cheries Glpatesd, clmpander o Foprl

3

o e
Aalos dur

k

the CLvil Yar, Fransie worked 2z a couswaln dn the barge Thab garrv ..

i, Rohept B, Lee {row Savanpnsh o Fort Dulackt gaclk day zs Ghe

furld was belog ¢0n$tru:tei.14 Lisutenant Les srrived In Savalhed

abont Eovemberd, 14829 {0 bezin Ris four of é&tyq;’
The 16b as cOXgwaln wag probably Franciels Dirst Job in Javatnsi,

It sould probably be assumed that Francis worlted on sngll barges and

boats all of his zduli 1ife, mince he was given This [0n phght avoy

[

>

upont Wis arrival in Savannak, The booge and lavter ihe dreuge oo



hiclh Franmciz w
E A

]

seol vesnels

-
A
Fa

that time, [k

Tre Conierdersis

Capialn on thaze v

Seviain Cerconuly

gk

=T oBHn

Jus

own The ves

was 1iashed

~

g net

4
Al

Iiasted 4n bthe dire

Lt the “Tda"

sne othar vessel,

for
Hoi

Eor Fransls

ciild, Jorges Mar

g

Bagtiat in Say

T many yvears aft

anpeal In any i €

i

ot

Hav he was Doarid

i
LREE

af nousshold® by t

aF _Er . .
oy droctary was

e

Tl

14.1'1.-.?_51...

uF

= o
sEar

e

=

s
Rk

]
b

sEeln

in the 1859

Francils Cercopuly

T
%

el s o

story

Lhe

stme bthirlby-ope ye
F
is pan smployad
Pt dm uncertain

nowever,

ich ke was

kad other capbaiasy

Sav annal

the fodoral

BV BT ER

Fori e r "'1 :1_ z‘h P
LETEe U Wi

[T S o
the otate of Akl oy

Lyl .,.mf_'_ = b

£0
by thz stalte and

¥renol

when

A

Y oy AN Ay

iR

here was a r T

FE3 g

Lral i

i

4w
ek

Yhe

cantaln,

stoamer “Eeaﬁreg&r&.“aa

CwnoTal

e

i
ERS

BLLALCIES

and He wap The cepisin on at

A N o

In 1859, he wmas

-
{

helng capislin on the stasmer Ypags'™

and Asnes came 0 Savanhah, they hac s Dilth

Cl gy 9N AR g

i

IB3L by Father JuF, O0THell

. .
TEZL.  He wam

25,

zt the {abhedral of 8%, John

+

Gaptinad o0 May

the

2 e family apparently Woardes wiil others
zr cowlng o Savappak bBetsuss Fragois dld nod
e cepeup recopds anbil ?853,2# Pl woudd Indd
nz Wiin zomesne olze whCe was considered "head

e

iw

cengugs taker.

TERS witere die

His sariicnt aspserance in the
Iigtad his gpddross ag Abered -

ang Jones Streebs, The nexdt year his address wers listed as iibery
. < ;25 1+ A N o - P It W S SR Iy i
Ztregt Barraciés sid ther in 1860 ps Liberity Sirsed tebtwest lpers
T ¥ y

gnd Bell.™ A% the fise of Wis Jdesth he Iived st The corper of

- i - PR : BTy 4 s v of his
Jones ane Frices Siresia, He provably $id not own sny of his
resddences 0r oiher land as ho resorded n0 dsade al the Prodate

Court in Ssvannzh,

sls0 be wnlikoly

e
PO

o

e
ik

laasi

E ..
[



bouoht and sold yroperty =t sucn 2 rale even LD he 23id nol reoord
&= Fe s e L
the desao,

Tpom the time bthat Francles and AZnes came £6 Savannal uphil

»”33
H

: Legimiing of the Uivil Yar, Thelr Llves wers very auist fron

the stsnd point 2 public record.
refarences o Francis Tor thab entirsz s=riod of time: one in 1835,
when ls was iist as havinge g lebtler af fhe Post Offige for mers

than thirty days; one i 1558, vhen he wos sppointed by the
Demncratic Gowmibies to kelp keep peace al the polle;-” znd one
in 1859, whsn he wes reappolnted B0 the sale o0sitic n.ﬁﬁ Py
the perspechive of private 1ife, however, this poricd was guite
syentul, 1% was during this perdod thati thelr four ¢hildren zraw

up an¢ were narried, shd that they becane grandparents several

4'“1
FX
o
<
-

VEE.
Juatis Paulz Cercopuly spparently died wmieile the family suill

dived 1n BL, Aumustine, There were n? tracez 0F har Lin Savannab

as far as taryisgss death, fhewspapey noltlicesy colsus records, op

ity dlrecivrdes were copcommmed, Since the family moved 1o Sovakmed
when Juana would have beesn abuct threo ysars oldeit wmuld aod hav
bean likely %hat she steved nehind, For thege reastns it wse

umed that she disd and was burled in St. Sususiine, =lthough
Lhere wore no dbcuments found to substaniiste the assumpilon,

Julius Cerecnuly maryied Hiss Anla Frederics Phomgs opn dpnplld
5y 12453 =t ihe Csthedrel of St, John the Bapiiesl, VWiinaomsesy
were Frangihz Ceroounnly, father of the groonm, and Hary Hernan si.
Juling and Apna had four children: Hareiscus Tesil
Larn January 19, 18327 Agnes Tromene (oslled Emma}ég arn Jdamilary

18y 1854 Julie Jans, bors June ke 1850 aknd Juilus Dllseus, Lol
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pegepber 1, B8k, 77 Jullas, spoarentiy Interestzd dp ddcad poditloo
50
- b ) o e E3 e T L F L o LSRR . BT e
pan fop Heseiver of Tax Reburns Ln 1895, He  was pet olootad,

.
- - - . e b - - T T A7, TR 2.
fle was & clerk ang cellsohar’’ ao well az g cepbain or tlhe Miiin,
[ -%-1 el B oronerty DacEULDe e T QX“J”" miy daoads b
S aparaentTly o mod B RIMFDENT oG EaL o S G4 Mk QAggGRE i h

he Probate OGourt of Shathaw County.  lie listdd nis perasonal

T

vl

worth a2z four kundrzd dollars in the 1BGD cazaa&.ﬁg sooording o

the Lelly Mornine Hews, o nad sorked miih his falber f0r many

yegars bult im 1855 had hecome z printer for the Zeopupiloan, He

worked late at thiz job many nights and on February 28, 18656, whiis
walling home frow woxi, he fall in the siraest with zp aepoplotiic

(o prain hemorrhage), He was tsgken to hig father's houss on

E &

Iiberiy Stpeel where he was propovnced desd s fav houvrs later, 7The

. . . N _— L
pewspapsr cpaculated that his sudden demise was Caused LY OVET=WODTR.

-y

A

o wag bupled in the “ree ground” poridon of Cabhedral Conetery,
z section for papishieners whoe could not afford lata, 7

John F. Uorcopuly married Mies Thowscss Letnardy of Bhe dugws ino,
¥icrida in St, Auzustine on November 3, 1836, Yuey had thres
Anildrent Robers, born May 6, 1858; John Felix, born PFovembso 28,

1859, bl and o *her&r@,&J Jobn boughi Bls houss on the usrihwest

corner of {dberty and lincoln Direels Irom D,RB, Thomms on Joahuary

10, 1899.% Ha, 1ike Juiiue, was interssted in logsl politlcs ore
servesd or the bozpd of nezlth in 1855 and Sﬁﬁ?,%? He fded suddeny,
from gongestive fevery st kis regldence on Hovenber 3, 185?,45 =

was buried in ssebics B, ot 1%, in Zathedral ¢xeunvv.#n Jean
arprrantly provided well for hie family, In 1860, kis wldoy was M'ew

the cehzus s g Yisdy of lodisuare” with 3 persomal weslth &7
F £

spe thoumend five hupdred dollzrs and real éstate wvalusd at olght

tuousand dawlaru, A1t eould probably be assumed That elght Thouszna



. - - a_1 . - % - . 1 . T P
dolzira was the value of e hod e, sinoe ne purciaasy 0 ris bhluss
¥ " k3 N ¥ H T g e, LI, H - R
1w Lhe ouly deed recorded al the Provace Usurk,  Jonn ledt om o vidii,
provsted L a&éu, sroviding fop John B, oand Catharing, s

thils one wight sssuss Lhat Hobert dlad belore the will wazerltten,
Ropert alszo wez not Adsted in the 1860 censzus,

Anna L, Ceroopuly and Francls Reberer 67 Savapheil vore faryhed

= -

on June 23, 1847 a% the Caihedral of 5%, John the Baviilst, by

Father J,F, $'¥ell., Yitnesses wers John fercopuly {brother of the
o)

o
addard,”” Amns and Francis had £Lve chlldren:

[

hride) and Mary Ann

Frencls Ddwin, bors 2evexber 978481 2lisz Adgnes, born January i,

184#s Rath Repheal, born Januery 51, 1855 Gwin Augusta, born Februwg

3

%
B

inhe Dessme o

)

1

wF

, 1856y and Zesege Lee, dorn January 0, 1858,
yidow some fime aflier iths bapticwal of thelr Jasi chlld; however,

.

Fraoeie's desth cerlificate gould not be Iscated, She roeuspried

" oy ot s P s
Ma, Charlsa 4, Ball on Juns by 1868,7%  Anga spmapently Gid not dle

in Chatham County becaussg her death certificale was nti rescrusd =i
the Depariment of Vital Rbcerde, mor was she llsted ss having buen

turied in Tzthedral Cemetery, as was the rest of hay Smadly,

Jorges Marcusy °r Geerge May married FEisg felen J. Hodges o

Vercnlcas horn Deocamver iy 1

&
Georgs Mark John, Dorn dn 1870, George wes 5 pryivate in ths

Copfadarate Avmy, serving with Jenlalsn Gordonts ComDany,

Fagiwent, Geopgia Infantry from Anpydl 9, 1862 aalll Decelber 18545,

e - “rd g
-

when n g transfepred o Comuany Fy of Hesigent, Getregiz Infan

ph
&

Je marved wiih Shem unill bhe was tramaferrss o the RHagloonial Hano
on Februsry b, 1883, where Be was a2 musiclian,””  Durdns Bls ddse

in the Arvay, Helen sepparently movead 10 Mscon, cinca Versmica's

v: *?M



; o ey _ o =
decth cerdificate on June 19, 1.2, gave fsp rocitdencs onid placo
e 3 ! b1 U s 5 E’/L:'..; Py P, Pl analy T '%__,., i N s Tlewers 02
GF ggaith o0 HOOone UoUia, FOUGITES vLEML JORN QLo DN Gune oo,

8729 ang waz burded in Frapie Cercopulyie Jot in
Helen wos avparsntly ihely only child o Ilwe 10 adultho0d,  Jeurgs

dted 6n Gooamber P, BTV frem Vasupreszsion of urins® at his reslidece

an feonprass and Habersinagn Stroeis. Hew was buried in Catbedrsl
Tanetepry but the exact seciior and 1ot pnumber was not rpestrded In
-~

he comelery record book. e apparsally owned 50 vroperty snd

ot

t no w443, Aftsr Goorgsls death, Helen appsrantly moved to

ol

rh

im
Fennsyrvanis, In the indey tg Desth Renords for Chathsm Sounty,
she des listed as having dled in Pliladelphla, Fanpsylvanis on
June 23, 19&2,54 oy seiual carti Mosbe was nat £iled in Chathan
Suoanty.

Dorinz the meriod oF the Civil Yar, Francis Cercopuly be

£
b
id
15}

somgvhat of a logal haro znd his 1 fe was quite evaniiucl, 43
captain of the "Ids," he made many trips down the Savennsh plver
o Oockgpur Taland, vhers ke sunplied the Doanfederais goldlers st
Fort Pulaszkl and kept the town abreast of enenmy smotivisy on the ri

Severgl of thaese triss were mads under snemy fire and he barely

gzcoped wibth his 3ife, ATtsr one brip o Fart Fulaskti, he roportads

.

“Six Veseels, suppssed to be transuorls srrived yestordsy noon and
could bo seen outside ths Bar -- making sleven vessels in all in

slpnt of fort ?ﬁlagki¢“6“ On Jonuary 29, HWGZ, on oa pelurn brip

e

sawmey wog fired upan 15k times by TPederal vesms

B o P £ =
Trowm tne f20L. ite &

<t

s Cut apg Frectopm's {reg
@ lask run of the ¥1azY wae perhsps Uantale Cercopulyts

finast hour, The account, as told by 00i. Charles U, Slnsieal,

It

e &

4




sompandss of Ford Dulaskl =nd oo whinoesy 0 the svend, wes gulte
BOViDge Accbrding to Colorpel Urustesty vhen gpeny gunhkisis boeson
Lo fire, vhr Miriss wss oo Inbense thabt Lv%, ..
Lo =pils of tho Fort frow when ¢ we looked wlib sprave concern upon
Yhe eockle shell 9F & steauer so mhe came fiyisg dovn the plver wiih
shot and skell chwmraing up the water around her,”™ The Ifdz was forces
t¢ dock ovar nishi =t the fopt but vas zbils 0 ssompe vhe newi day
aniy becazuse Caplaln Certopuly was 80 familiar with a1l the ifalets
ang vwzltorwayz leading baok to the river., The escane route Tool
the "Ida™ well inbto rangs of the Union ghips off Tyhes Point,

Colopgl Olmatesd Zelil that the only resson those aning 4id nobt open

fipe on the "Ida' wasz that "the andacliy of Cerconmely's setions loch
them by surprise. o and theay were unsbie o make out whgl he was gt

B oenes on e descrile Lhe daovlng S5Cape BARYING

e gpiood with hearis in our souths az the E{le¢ boat

drew neaver snd nearsr the guns that might destroy her

bY¥ & slngle shoi, Stralght as en arrew she kept her

seuprse tovard them, then fhere was o pidden turn, gt

right aagles it szewmed, a vupst CF zpesd, akd in Suo

mingtes the Yida" was safely 1n Lasaretto, hidder fros

tha {leet and well on bher wam L0 zalely,
Colonsl (lmetend held Captain Coreopunly in the hlghest regard, in
in memnsirs he asald,

Foene it z brave spd deberained man oould have munazzed btiasl

sscape and Bhat Captain Cercopely did 1t gave ¥in the zight

e ke 50 congidered, He was e fine old Fellow for wnpss
&7
menoyy L gherish a wars refard.
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Flhie WL wasn candupred in the Sulf Stream  whilie bLeling ous

i e i -5 Yo g I ] e = - 1- A s L. - P
s iosd of cobtion for the Confedoraoy in the siger of 108GL, uncor
the compand oF fastaln Postell, Captaln Cercovely then continues

vording s 8 gsptain on ihe sbeamer "hosurogerdd  While capizin
1 thaet steamsr, Frapcie had the priviledge 0F carrying Conlecersiz

Jeations

E=i

Trodenl Jefferpon Davis down che river L0 lngseel the forti
in Hovenber of 1842,

Solonsl Glmstesd recalled o story told o kim be Captain

-

Ciayeonuly about his acaualntanse with Gen, Rovert Z, Les, Accorndny

to Capiain Capgopulyy when General Lee vlalfed Ford Folashi prior
to dts capture by Unlon Forces, bthe fapiain “rock Wiz stand by

the cuber bridge 0F the dami-lune, and stocd there st the atieniios
wiih ls righv hepd relsed in salute,”  ¥Whap The procemsion was

ghout L0 cross the biddze Into the fordy Senersl Lee spcltted him

ant Ycame forwspd with both hands sxlended; & bright szallie op his

face gnd the exclamaition Tiohy Fracls! s that you?'  Just liks 1

il
'y
1 . e G v gerd Pwd amedo 0 o I
{Cantain Cercopuly) was ons of hily bext friends” 7 Zeneral Les

had remexborsd him from hls firvst tour of dubty In Bavannab, ween

e had Deen the dnglnesr ot Fort Pulsekl in the early 18301,

Colonel Olostead asked FPrapods £ e weils tell Phis o nie obhildiwen

il

L]
e pepliedy¥Yew, and to my grer-rand cilldren, ﬁaa.“?“

A,

L

rernans Ceopisin Cervconuiy's zeasn and deping could be abiriium
kS

. P F g ey e - - : a . o = 4 k- e ] -3 RO -
b5 the fmet thst he suffered a versonsl mlsfortuns during the war.

143 2 o B e :
Accopding €0 the Deily Horalng

has gone o 5i, Augusbtine for & vislt in 1861 and wes detalned for
more Lhal & ¥esr by linlon forces Lhere, They were finslly aoele Lo

- . - 7
rofturn L0 3avanneh on Januvary 1%, 15637



After the wver, Franciz was woll BRown ahd, Though ce nevsp

var Tor wuhlic ofce, he wad ewected Ly ihe TLOYy Cowsesd 0 Lo
. wnen O o
Vegsanser ©o the Osupodld dn TAGL YT He was unsnimousiy re-elecied

. - 1- s f e maan gs " - PR U R
Lo thad posiiion in MWEL,T T He was SbVIoUS g Teithiul supoorier

[-...-1

bel

5-1?

& s ehurch, Aside frowm having his ehildrsn parpied fhere, tas

+

erwild and ab e baniizsd there, he falith-

A
o
i
.
%)
i=h

Ll
bty
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]
W
e
e
Lo
it
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ti

fully peld vew rent for szeveral yeﬂzs.j“ Thers wan reasen o bell vz
thgt Franclz was a meabar o tha Haesons, cus o & pobtice in the

Dodly VMorpning Hews that llsted him as manager o a Henlsm Complimeninrey

R

Balil neld in (1858% ab €

w,

e WE . .
rey Mosonle ITaifl, < AT thsy Time theps wers
soveral Mepaonie ordars in Pavannab, ali of which used The sams
Mazonic Hall, Ynfortunavely, the rvecords 0f theas lodges ars nat

opsn £ the public, witkh the exception of Solopan'sz Lodge, L1~

4

though Francis 41 nol appeay in the winubes ol LHolopants Lodze,

nix menbarehiy with the other lodzes oould not be versligd,

- - . - : > - ar =%
Francis Serevpuly dled on July 26, 18249 froo a?ﬂentaf?.TL 7]

W ¥

nawsnaper renorbed that he had complained of 111 hezlih and had
Resn confined Lo his house £op over o monlh, " Ee was burdled in
Cathedrasl Cemebery, sachtion B, lot G, He wawr 3 man of wodest conhs,

-

Tieting hiz versdhal weslth ay one thougsnd dollarng dn {he 1850

CENTEG, He obviously had very litiiz ghen he dedy, for ke left
TG s
ne will and there was noe stone marker on hWis greve, ” Agpes ded

. S " . o 41~ U
duly 2, 1895 =% 3%, Jdohn's Indiraery frow Bold age,t She wae
buriod Begids Fraonols iz Oepthedral Comebery snd she, oo Lad no

" " G2
stone merker on har gravo.

£,

Unfertunately = ldving descendant of Franeis could not bs

.n-.

iotsteds O Juiivs's childyren, only Brysn marrded, Howevar,
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Bpyen dled ab s vablier youny g 35,77 and hWe wlie, 0Dy Sudlon,

s

srparently moved via bhe chRlildren to anothsr Lowvm, az ihero wore
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