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ABSTRACT

This biographical research paper documents the personal aspects, relationships, and
eventy that in[luenced and shaped the lile ol Mary Walton Johnston Chariten. The
research wmcovered a lile richly [illed with education, literary and musical
appreciation, religious commitment civie duty, social standing and a host ol
personal [riendships. Through these activities she sained the admiration and respect
ol many members within the Savannah commumity. Like all individuals, her lile
was nol wilthoul sadness nor disappoiniment and these elements molded her laler
yvears. Death al age 85, ended a varied and interesting lile providing a unigue
personal prolile.



The Biography of Mary Walton Johnston Charlton
(1846-14931)

Mother was an unusual woman, beautilully and soundly educated, a
usentlewoman il ever there was In her allainments, as [Ine a musiclan as 1
have ever seen in amalteur lile, a planist, like her mother and her daughters,
probably the best girl horse back rider in ITancock County where she was
bom, a reader of good literature, capable as a housekeeper, an excellent
cook when she winted (0 ry her art ol cuisine, a worshipper of my [ather, a
areal delender ol her children, and all those whom she loved, as true a [riend
man or woman could have, alraid ol nothing in this wide world except that
she might not be doing her duty or [orgetting ‘chiJlIl'lEH}"...]

With this quote, Richard Malcolm Charlton, provided a sreat deal of
mmlormation regarding his mother, Mary Wallon Charlton. While wrilten by a loving
son recalling his lile near its end, there is evidence that this sentimental account
alosses over peculiarities ol character and polishes a somewhat tamished persona

Mary Waltom was bom on September 26, 1847.2 at the [amily
plantation “Oak Grove™ about [our miles west of Powellon, Georgia.
She was the daughter ol Richard Malcolm Johnmston (b March 8, 1822,
Powellon, Georgia: d. September 23, 1898, Baltimore Maryland) and
Mary Frances {Fammy) Manslield (b, April 4, 1829, Sparta, Georgia: d.
February 24, 1895, Baltimore, Mzu'}fland}.ﬁ Both sides ol her [amily

Typed personal account of Richard Malcolm Chariton. Walter Chariton
IMartridge Manuseript Collection, #1349, [herealter relerred o as WCITT MSS
#13449], Box 84 Folder 1632, on [ile al the Georgia Tistorical Society, Savammah.
Cerogia, [herealler relerred o as GITS].

*Titchcock. Ben. Richard Malcolm Johnston, University al North Carolina,
Chapel Iill: £} K. TTall & Co. 1978, pu. 31. [herealter relerred (o as IMTitcheock,
{1978)].

Tohnston Genealogy, WCIT M55 #1349, Box 87, Folder 1646, on [ile at GITS.



were second generation Georglans coming [rom the narthem United States.

During her childhood she was called both by her [irst and middle names

with her parents [inally settling on Walton around the time when she was nine years
old. She went by Walton the rest ol her lile.

It i Important to understand some backaround detail about each side of
Walton’s [amily because the inlluences ol each are perceivable in her lile. Ter
mother’s [amily, the Manslields, were a prominent [amily in Comnnecticul and were
areal admirers of Yale University.” ITer mother received an outstanding education
[ar her day. She studied al the school of Mr. Sereno Taylor, the most celebrated in
Ceoargia. Ax a musician, she possessed a marked talent and in her early years
delighted her [riends in parlor entertainments with her piano pﬂrlhnnmwc.\i.i She
played [our musical instruments including the violin. ITitcheock points out that Mrs.
Johnston™s temperament was strongly inlluenced by her New England roots which
may provide a hint regarding what aniece describes as her Aunt Wallon™s abrupl
nalure in early adulthood.”

Mary Waltom™s grandlather on the Johnston side was a planter ay well as a
lay minister ol the Baptist [aith. The [amily plantation was located in IMancock
County, near Powelton with Sparta serving ax the cultural hearth ol the area. Tle saw
1o 1t that Richard, Mary Waltons [ather, received a quality education. Aller primary
schooling, he went on o study at Mercer University in Penlield where he was a
member ol the [irst graduating class ol 1843 and eventually served on the board of
directors as well as becoming one ol ity most renowned alumni. TTe and Mary
Frances marry om November 26, 1844 in Sparta. Mary Frances was only [illeen
yvears 0ld when married bul no evidence was [ound sugugesting that her young age
caused any marital problems. The Johnston™s union lasted 32 }"‘:Ell'.‘-i.ﬁ

il}-‘p{ﬂd account ol Richard Malcolm Charlton, WCIT M&5S Collection, #1349, Box
241597, on [ile at GITS

Mandwritten interview ol Edith Johnston, WCIT MSS Collection, #1344, Box 87
Fulder 1638, on [ile at GITS.
6 IMitcheock {19783, pa. 42.



Al the ime ol his marriage, Mr. Johnston had already received his law
desree [rom the University ol Georgla but practiced intermittently [or the next ten
years. During this time he also [lunctioned as an educator, teaching at Mercer as
well as the University ol Georgia. Ie resigned his position there in 18671, At this
time, he and his wile bring o [ruition a long held desire when they opened a
school [or boyy at the [amily plantation in Mancock Cuunl}-'.?

Most ol the ten children bom (o Richard and Fanmy Johnston had been bom
by this time. Wallon was a youny teenager when her parents opened the school [or
boys called Rockby in Tanuary ol 1862, Mr. Johnston brought a specilic educational
philosophy o bear al the school calling [or liberal and humane treatment with the
boys “placed on the same [ooting as his own children. e lelt education should be
presented in a sentle mammer and that it was the duty ol all individuals (o teach.
Education in the classics was emphasized as well as a special emphasis on musical
educatiom. The Johnston children also received their education at the school
mmcluding all the girls, a number of which held teaching positions alter graduation. It
was ane large [amily ol students out in the coumtryside of Tancock County.

The school and residence buildings ol Rockby were set in a beautilully
landscaped enclosure planned and presided over by Mrs. Johnston who, though as
talented in gardening as she was in music, had in this case the help ol P. I
Berckmans, a horticulturist ol wide and justilied reputation. Clase W the house were
hedges, rare shrubs and all varieties of [lowers and on the outskirts were orchards ol
peaches, pears and apples and a small ‘-,-'inc}-'eu'd.‘) Later in her lile, Walton wrote that
the property “comsisted ol 20K} acres ol lamd, a residence with 12 rooms, a collage,
a two room school house, in addition a line old peach orchard and new” orchards ol
peaches, pears, and apples, imd many grape vine.” 1{}

The Johnston’s aperation ol Rockby soon eamed a highly resarded regional
reputation drawing students [rom greater Georgla as well as [rom Savanmah. Four ol
the graduates wenlt on 0 become

7 Ihid., pu. 31.

8 Ibid., pu. 31.

9 Ihid., pu. 32

1} Undated handwriten account of Walton Charitom. WCIT MSS Collection,
#1344, Box 88 Folder 16449, on [ile at GITS.



sovernors ol Georgia and many others lead prominent lives. Une youmy lellow,
Waiter Olasco Charlton, attended Rockby, samd later played a signilicant role in the
lile ol Walton.

Alter a successlul [ive year period ol operation. two thingy
happened that brought the Rockby years 1o a close. In August ol 18635 the [amily
experienced the death ol the oldest child, Lucy, who apparentlY was held in hizh
exteem, [or her [ather was devastated by her umtimely passing. Soon allerward, the
ellects ol the Civil War contributed o a declining enrollment which could no
longer support the school’s operation. In 1867 the [amily closed the school, sold
the plantatiom and moved Lo Baltimore."

The Move to Baltimore

The [amily’s move o Baltimore was less strexs[ul than one might imagine.
This was due o the invalvement ol two other ITancock Counly [amilies, the Edgar
Dawsons and the Edseworth Birds who had moved 1o Baltimare earlier in the
decade. With the aid ol these two [amilies, the Johnstons were ahle o [ind
appropriate housing and were soon introduced into the social circles of Baltimore
They purchased a nine acre suburban tract of land in the town of Waverly,
approximalely three miles [rom the center of Baltimore. It was a perlect location [or
anew school consisting ol an adequate house and a rolling landscape where Mr.
Johnston would walk and contemplate in his later }-‘{:zu'.\'.]l

Onee established in Waverly. the Johnston™s moved quickly (o reestablish a
new school using Rockby as an educational as well as a physical model. They called
it Pen Lucy .Pen, a Cellic word describing the prominent hill features on the
property and Lucy, in memory of the recently deceased daughter. Pen Lucy opened
in September ol 1867 and was success[ul [rom the start as a number ol boys
translerred [rom Georgia with the enrollment supplemented by day trippers [rom

Baltimore.” One ol the boys who came [rom Georgia was young Walter {L
Charlton.™

11 Hitcheock, (1978), pg 34

12 Ihid.. ps 35

13 Ihid., pg 36.

4 Undated handwritten accoumt ol Waltom Chariton. WCIT MSS Collection,
#1344, Box 88: Folder 1649, on [ile at GITS.



Pen Lucy school operated umtil 1883 when i doars ¢losed due o the poar
business practices of Mr. Johnston coupled with declining enrollment. P Mowever
these were [ruitlul years. Though pressed [or income, Mr. and Mrs. Johnston lived
a [ull lile alter the schools closure he becoming a man ol Belles Letires writing
stories and anecdotes about his native Georgia and she maintaining an avid
asardening interest and religious zest. During the Baltimore yvears he and his wile
became [riends and acquaintances with “a number ol the most notable writers, and
some ol the most talented and popular editors, artists and illustrators ol the day.’ 1
f Mr. Johnston was close [riends with Sidney Lanier, the poetic son ol Georgia,
acquainted with Samuel L. Clemens and moved within the social circles ol the
universilty commumily al Johns THopking Universily.

Perhaps the most stuming event in their lives was thelr conversion o
Roman Catholicism . Mrs. Johnston [irst in the [all ol 1874 and then Mr. Johnston in
the summer ol 1875, This was an unusual step [or [ormer southem Bapltists but their
religious devolion was lestament Lo the strength of their decision. They became
such prominent members in the Catholic commumily that the Catholic Society of
Baltimore honared them on their [ty wedding ammiversary with a sala celebration
that included a deluge ol congratulatory telegrams [rom all over the country. 7

Walton at Pen Lucy

Wallton™s whereabouts are poorly documented [or the vears between 1867 1o
1874, Iy possible her time iy spent at Pen Lucy where her musical skills apparently
reach their peak. The records suggesther raining was [ormal based on briel notes
her music teacher. Mr. Szemelenyi, sent her requesting that she play at one ol hiy
soirees which he later reschedules.

While her son, Richard, was quoted earlier regarding his maother’s [ine pilano
playing, inother person also [ell the same way.

L3 Tlitchoncle, e 9.

L&y Long. FT. Reprint from the Marvland Tlistorical Magazine, vol. 34 oo, 4, pg
a7l

L7 Iitchencle e 42,

L& Invitation from E. Sremelenyi dated 15, March. LET, WOTT MSS Collaction,
£1349. Box 87: Folder 1643, on file at GIT1S.




As she recounted years later, her playing was much appreciated by youmy Waller
Charltom, by now a student at the University ol Virginia studying the Law. As
Walton recounts in a document written later in her lile,..." TTe was a [requent
visitor o Pen Lucy spending all his Christmas and Summer vacations there always
under the guise that he was coming o visit Mr. and Mrs. Johnston, who were like
parents o him. Te was a constant but guiet presence in the parlor listening (0 me
preu:licc."w

While Walter Chariton appreciated the music he heard, his primary [ocus
was on the player. I'le had grown quite [ond of Walton Johnston, [eelings which
undoubtedly srew out ol his school days at hoth Rockby and Pen Lucy. Later in his
lile, he would tease Walton in [ront ol quests about how? she used (o be his school
teacher bringing a sly smile (o his [ace and an iritated “Walter™! [rom her liph'.z’”I
Walter was in love with Walton but alter his graduation [rom the University ol
Virginia in 1872, he likely retumed (o Savanmah and o begin practicing law. This
was ascertained [rom a series ol love letlers between the two which he sent 1o Pen
Lucy [rom Savamah. Based on Walton’s later accounts of her youth, Waller
apparently asked her (0 marry him which ok her by surprise. She saild she was
"...lerrilied when he asked me o be his wile and had been loving me all along.™

The same [ile contained several love lellers which conlirmed her acceplance
ol his propasal causing a hearl-wrenching long distance romeance until their
marriage. Waller’s letter 1o Walton, dated November 14, 1873, sums up his [eelings

“TTow I managed (o exist xo many years awailing the
knowledge that I passessed the acknowledament ol your love

. . w2
seemy incomprehensible 1o me now.

In the same letter he stated that he'll write her on Wednesdays and Sundays at
length. Bt ebmary will come at 1ast - and with it

19 Unelated handweitten account of Walton Chadton. WCH MSS Collection,
#1349, Box 8%: [older 1649, on file at OHS.

20 Typed account by Richard M. Chariton, WCH MSS Collection, #1349, Box 87:
I'older 1647 on tile at (OHS.

21 Unelateed hancwreitien account of Walton Chardton. WCH MSS Collection,
#1349, Box 84: Iolder 1649, on Tile at (GHS.

22 Letter Trom Walter Chardton to Walton Johoston, WCH MSs Collection, #1349,
Box 88: 1649, on file at ] -1%.



the happiest moment ol my lile.23" . They exchanged vows on February 11, 1874,
in Waverly, Maryland at St Johns Church.24 Lile in Savanmah

Alter their marriage the Charltoms moved (0 Savannah where they live [ull
productive lives as prominent members ol the savanmah commumily. Walton way
pregnant within several months ol marriage and gave birth (o the couple’s [1rst child
on December 249, 1874, Named Robert Milledge Charlton alter his patemal
arandlather, his lile ended on November 14, 1876 due 10 membrous cruup,ls

Walton delivers [ive more children over an eleven year period, giving birth (o
Framces Munsield (named alter her matemal grandmather incuding her nickname,
Fanmy) on August 15, 1877; a still birth, unnamed, on June 25, 1879: Richard
Malcolm {Dick}, named alter his matermnal srandlather, on July 6, 1880; Walton on
August 14, 1881 {unknown gsender) who dies alter only three days ol lile and
Margaret Waller on April 8, 1885,

The three children that managed (o live beyond early childhood helped
create a normal [amily atmosphere in the Charltom household with no
documentalion suggesting any abnormalilies regarding the [amily. The most
prominent individual in the records at this time was Waller who was building a
successiul law practice and involved wilth various civic organizations. The two girls
altended Lucy Cobb Institute in Athens Georgia, where their mother also

23 Ibid.
24 Wedding invitation. WOTT MSS Collection. #1349, Box 87, 1643, on file at OTI5.

25 Typed account of Richard M. Chariton, Tlartridge M55 Collection, #1349, Box

87, Folder 1602, an file at QTIS. R, M. Charlton recounts the time when his father reactad strangely
to his own personal recollection as a vouth when he ( Richard) recalled mesting a stage actor
visiting the Charlton home in Savannah. e distinctly remembers that he was two vears old at the
time. ITis [ather Walter [orbade him o recall the story ever again [or [ear some
strange curse may befall ¥oung Richard similar to the fate of hiy deceased brother, Robert.



altended as a young gir]y’ and Richard attended the Savanmah School [or ELJ}-‘H.I"

From the year ol his marriage up o 19 Walter was a very busy man. Tle
was appointed W the Eastem Circuil Judgeship of Georgia. 1873-771 was solicitor
aeneral W the same court [rom 1 881-85" way a clly alderman,™ and a vestryman al
Christ Church where the Charitons remained prominent members during their
lives.™ Walton™s activites are not clearly apparent at this time but it can be assumed
she’s primarily involved with motherly duties. Federal Census records suggested
that her workload was eased by lwo servants living in the household as of 188077 A
recollection of Richard Charlton suggests his mother had the tine to expericnce many
social activities even during her childeen™s tormative years. He recounted a time when he
andd Margarct were in I'orsythe Park with their nurse and their mother was away at a
cooking lesson.™

The letters Walton receives Trom her father, Richard Malcolm Johnston, duaring
this time, show a concerned and loving father and orandfather interested in his descendants
lives. As any typical tather or grandfather, he ex presses his desire for more letters from
Walton and Walter which is evident trom the following excerpt:

“Dicld s letter [ am always glad to get. They serve to fill up the wide gaps hetween vour
letters and the wider of Waltar™s. Fanny’s al 30 malee an occasional pleasant braal in the
lang silence. [ suppose when they get older and whan Margaret has learned to write that
vou and Walter will devolve upon theam all the work of letting us know how vou are
doin g_ﬂm

26 TTand written interview of Mary T1, Eliot. W{ITI M35, #1349, Dox 871 H38:

Ohimary of Walton Charlton, WOTI M55 41349 Box 85, Folder 1649 both an file

at IS,

27 Typed account of Richard Malcolm Chariton, TTartridge M85 Collaection,

#1349, Box 840 1602), on file at GIIS.

28 Who Was Whoin America, 1943 pg 213

20 Savannah City Dirvectory, 1897, pg. 555,

301 LBES Index, Savannah Morning News, pg. 433,

31 Federal Census RSO, Microfilm, ¥ol 4, E4 24, Sheet 10, Line 43, on file at the Chatham
{ounty Public Library. Savannah Branch, Savannah, Georgia. 32 Typed account of Richard
Maleolm Charleon. WOTT MSS Collection, #1349, Box

B LA02, on file at GIIS.

33 Lenter from Richard Malcolm Johnston, Baltimore, to Walton Chatlton,

Savannah, Apeil 27, LEED.WOTT MES Collection, #1349, Box 8T:1643, oo file at

0115,



A Major Crisis

Ay best as can be deduced [rom the presence and absence ol certain public
records and strong suggestive evidence [rom other sources, a slowly brewing crisiy
cume Lo a head between the vears ol 1899 and 1904, The crisis centlered around the
oldest daughter, Frances, :imd the repercussions ithad on the [amily. Up to this
puint, nu records suggested she lived anything but anormal lile. She apparently
received a normal boarding school education at Lucy Cobb Ilwlilule:j{beczune
accomplished at the pizum'15 and was presented as a debutante in 1896.™ Apparently,
Frinces developed mental problems that necessilaled her removal Lo the TTome [or
the Insime in Milledgeville in 19X} This condition was sugsested in the probate
records but was not confirmed undl a tharough examination of all the Charlton [amily
manuscript records contained in the Waller Charlton Iartridge Manuscript € ollection, #1349, al

the Georgia Iistorical Society.

Frances™ absence [rom many public documents could be understood [rom
the standpoint that her condition may have been an embarrassment (o the [amily, 1
her condition hadn’tbeen conlirmed later in the research, one might have deduced
her absence was related (0 a move or (o marriage, since she was in her mid-twenties
at this time, but [urther research [ound several anomalies suguzesting otherwise. She
was listed inconsistently in the Savanmah City Directories. She appeared in 19X}
and 190, was not listed in 1902 or 193, and reappeared in 194, and never
appeared zlgzlin.'w The [irst conclusive evidence discovered regarding her lile was
her tombstone in Laurel Grove Cemetery where she was buried next (0 her [ather™
ITer date ol death, October 23, 1957, documents her

34 Tland written interview oF Mary TI Eliot. WTT MSS, #1349 Box 87:1034:
Ohimary of Walton Charlton, WOTI MSS #1349 Box 88: Folder L 649, hoth on file at
GITS.

33 Typed account of Richard Maleolm Chariton WOIT M55 #1349, Box 87, Folder
L6012, on file at GGIIS

36 Tandwritten account of Edith Johston interview. WOTT MSS #1349, Box 87
Folder L6348, on file at GI15

37 Sholes” [0 Savannah Cicy divectory, pg. 399, Goette’ s [0 Savannah ity
Directory, pg 2500 Goette™s MM Savannah City Divrectory, pe.

35 Personal reconnaissance, October 23, 19903



length of lil'e ar 80 years. which meant she cutlived both parents and her siblings.

Curiously, no record ol marriage, property ownership, nor death certilicate
existed in her name in the public record system ol
Chatham County. Ilowever, further research eventually uncovered a story that leads back
(o Walton Chariton and the relatiomship between the her and Frances.

Presence hy Ahsence

The search for Frances within the public documents continued 1o eliminate
sources thereby augmenting the importance of her absence. The probate records
provided [urther evidence regarding Frimces absence bul also raised questions about
her and her [amily. The wills ol her [ather, mother, sister, and brother were
investigated [or inlormation. Two ather Chariton documents which provided
pertinent information suggested Frances™ situation. These were pelitions o the
Court of Ordinary by her [ather requesting the legal guardianship of both Frances
and her sister Margarel. The petitioms were dated January 23, 1904, which was the
same year that Frances no longer appeared in the city directories. Both petitions
centered om an insurance policy that Walter G, Charlton wants (o borrow against o
he can provide [or the maintenance ol his two daughters. TTis rational [or petitioning
the court [or legal guardianship Q‘I' Margaret was (o borrow money against the policy
(o use [or her educational needs.™ This statement implied that she possessed (he
necessary [acullies o receive am education al that time. In the petition [or Frances,
who was 27 years old by this time, the suggestion of a mental illness appears [or the
[irst time in the public records. Ter lather asked [or legal suardianship not [or her
schooling but [or her maintenance due (o the [act that she “is temporarily
incapacitated ]'I'IEI'IlEl]l}"."mThiH discovery lead o more questions than answers.

Research tumed 0 the will ol Walter (3. Charlton, who died on February 11,
1917, (43 years o the day ol his wedding anmiversary) and the will of Walton who
died on Movember 18, 1931, Both wills were quite simplistic. Walter named his
wile ay execulrix and sole

39Chatham County Probate Records. Savannah, Georgia. Margaret W. Charlton,
Gaurdianship, 1904, File 738§, pu 7{4-7 1{}L
H) Chatham County Probate Records, Savannah, Georgia Frances M. Charlton. Gaurdianship.

19, File 739, pg. TLL-7LT.



beneliclary thereby making it ummscessary [or amy inventory ol his estate.” Nothing
alaringly unusual can be inlerred by the absence ol any ol his children [rom his will
since he leaves his entire estate (o his wile who may need i to maintain her
existence. Walton’s will 1eaves evenvthing wher daughter Margaret wha 18 also named
execulrix thereby eliminating any inventory of Wallon™s estate.™ Towever, her will
never mentioms Frances nor Richard which seems unusual. One can inler that
Richard may have become successiul and does not need the benelits ol his mother’s
estate and Marsaret, who never married, may have been the more logical recipient.
ITowever, the [act that Frances was still alive and that she was not mentioned in her
mother’s will seemed unusual.

Neither sibling ol Frances mentioned her in their wills either. Margarel
passed away September 21, 1935, naming her brother Richard as her executrix
and the prime recipient ol the balance ol the her estate. Several [amily heirlooms
were included in her will which she instructed [or distribution among [amily
members alter Richard’s death.” Frances was not mentioned in her sister’s will.
Richard died in 1955 and he lelt everything (o his second wile, Beatrice Wallace
Martin Charlton, who he named executrix, :md mentioned no one elve.™

While tne can rationalize her absence [rom each parentCs will, it was not so
eusy Lo accepl her absence [rom both parents obiluaries. Both Richard and Margarel
were listed as survivors but Frances” absence provided a concealed suggestion that
she remained alive but the Charltons were reluctant to admit the [act. Also the
manner in which Richard and Margaret were listed in their mother’s obituary .
“survivers i Savannali include a son. Richard, and a

41 Chatham County Probate Records, Savannah, Georgia. waiter . Charlton,

Wll, 1917 File 935, O12 pe. 614-11.

42 Chatham County Probate Records, Savannah. Georgia. Mary W. Charlton,
will. 1931, File 1272, C16, pa. 815-8109.

43 Chatham County Probate Records, Savamah, Gergia. Margaret W. Charlton,
Will. 1935, File 1368, C17, pu. 151580}

44 Chatham County Probate Racords, Savannah. Oeorgia. Richard Malcolm

Chariton, Will, 1955, File 1930, Boole 2Ps. pg. 2510

45 Obituary, Mary Walton Charlton, WCTT MSS #1349, Box 88, Folder 1649, on file
al GITS.

46y Thid.



daughter, I'\-"I‘cll'g‘cll'ﬂl."ij suggests that Frances was somewhere else.

Another indirect reference to Frances can be discemed [rom the same obituary. Infit,
Walton™s devotion o Lucy Cobb Institute is stated with the addition of "which she
allended and where her daushters later went." (note the plural use of daughters)

Finally, alter an exhaustive search, evidence proving Frances condition was
[oumd in the obilvary of her sister Margarel. In the obiluary she was lisled as a
: - . " . T
survivor, qualilied by the revealing statement, “who has long been an invalid
This is the [irst public acknowledament ol her existence in the public record since
her [ather™s application [or her suardizanship. It was an unlortunate and sad
discovery ol the truth.

With this aspect determined, reasons [or her condition arose which brought
the research back (o Walton Charitan. The story became clearer alter [urther review
ol the mamuseript records of Walter G, Chariton.

Frances and Her Relationship with Her Mother

Based on several recorded testimonies existing in the Walter G, Charlton
[iles ol the Marwridge Collection, Walton and Frances did not see eye (0 eye on
many matters. It boiled down (o the [act that Walton wanted her daughter 1o emulate
her and her lilestyle which Frances was imcomlortable doin2. While notl an unusual
problem in imy parent/child relatiomship, in this case It may have been more inlense
and seemed (o contribute 1o Frances™ mental breakdown. The successes both sides ol
the [amily already knew were probably contributing [actors to her mother’s high
expectations [or Frances which may have been exaguerated.

470bituary Margaret W . Charlton. WCTIMSS # 1349, Box 88, Folder 1649, on lile
al OITS.

48 TTandwrittan recordad interview of Mary T1 Eliot, WiTTl M55 Collection, Box
B7:1638 on file at GIIS.

Charlton, Waltar G Wil File 933, pg. 614- 19

a0 Tlandwritten interview of Edith Johnston, WOTI M5 #1349 Box 87, Folder

L6385, on file at (T1S.

a1 Thid.

a2 Iandwritten interview of Margarat Stolar, Wi Tl MSS 41349, Box 87, Foldar



From the liles, descriptions of Waltum include persistent, intellizent [orcelul
and sharp while Frances was gentle, timid, shy, and perhaps homely 48 It was also
stated in the same interview that Frances “hecame i1l with inlluenza, became
depressed imd eventually developed insanity.” But it seems qualilied ax il this was
the standard [amily explanation which may very well be true, bul consider the
handwritten recorded account ol Margaret Stolels which stated that:

“Frances was my [riend. She had brains, but they gave out because her
mother pushed her so. There are some girls who are meant  go with girls,
like Comelia Lee. Bul her Mother pushed her out into society. Wanled her 10
be a leader and her
brains gave ot
Mary IL. Eliol contimued with “Aunt Walton brolke up the I'|;1F11dship wilh Edith
Johnston thinking itbad that a person have one close friend ™

The Ellect on the Family

Frimces™ illness and removal (o Milledgeville had a prolound ellect on the
[amily causing great emotional shock. The [amily evidently moves alter her
commillal and Walter “guits drinking and never drinks again. ="' No documentation
was [ound that described Walton™s reaction o this unfortumate event but surely it
must have been a personal blow. Undoubtedly, it becomes a lopic al gossip in
Savamah social circles. The “abrupt and rude p«tf|'.~1'Lmallil1-.-"'51 al Walton apparently
subsides alter Frances” committal and she later admits that she “was wrong (o push
her as she did.™”

Wallon Charlion's Life Aller Frances

1634, on file at GHS.

33 1hicl.

54 Hanchwritten interview of Mary H. Lliot. WCH MSS #1349, Box 87, I'older 1638,
on file at GHS.

33 Socicty section of the March 13, 199 Savannah Press, WCH MSS #1349, Box
30, T'older 363, on file at GHS.



A in the case of Frances. detailed recollections ol Walton Charlton came
[rom personal testimony obtained [rom several handwritten accounts ol interviews
with relatives and acquaintances of the Charlton [amily. While the recorder
provided no dare [or the interview and does not identily himsell, the individualy
interviewed seem o be credible sources. This analysis was based on the tone ol the
cuntenl which was consistent and honest with equal emphasis on positive and
negative aspects ol Walton Charlton’s character.

While Walton may have lived alile ol “her own in her own mind,™ she
was also described by the same person ax intellizent, personable, say, and cheerlul.
She was well liked and she was a leader. She maintained several close [riendships
wilh other women of her age including Mrs. Pleasant Stovall, [or whom her
daughter Margaret later worked. Cther [riends [rom the Savannah social scene
included a My, Skeele, Mrs., Ammie Karow, Mrs, Ammie Backus and (he Misses
Olmsteads. Waltom and the above individuals were members ol a literary club called
“The Swallows™ which staged plays in Savamah homes.

ITer activities at Christ Episcopal Church, her participation on the board ol
the Orphans TTome [or over [ilty years and her organizational elTorts [or the
Kermiss,” an annual event staged [or the raising of monies [or charities, strongly
suggest a humane and philanthropic side (o her persona. Towever, she apparently
was nol without idiosyneratic behavior that may have been a contributing [actor [or
Frances” subsequent mental breakdown.

Margaret Stoler said that “Frances (old me when a man asked her (o o oul
she never knew whether or not he wanted her or her mother asked him o do it =57
COther peculiarities were shared by Mary I'L Eliol, who said Walton was always lale
[ar church and [imerals and probably did (this on purpase “lo make hersell
conspicuous. She didn’t have a shy bone in her h[]d}"."jH

30 Iandwriten interview ol Mary & Eliol, WCIT MS5 #134%, Box 87. Folder 1635,
on file at GI15.

57 IHamdwritten interview ol Margaret Stoler, WCTT 4755 #1348, Box 87, Folder
1638, on [ile at GITS.

a8 [Tandwritten interview of Marv T Eliot, Wl MSS #1349, Box &7, Foldar 1638,

on [ile at GITS.



From the same source, Mary I1. Eliot stated that, Walton said that her [ather
alwayy told her “to be smart, but not oo smart” but Mary [elt that this was advice

she didnt heed well.

These characteristics paint a picture ol a woman who moved easily within
the society of Savamah, was well liked and respected but was also disliked [or her
peculiar pretentiousness, habits and suggestive vanity. Probably her ambitious
prodding ol Framees back[ired, and she was unable (0 mold her into the type ol
person she expected her o become. It seems that Frances™ condition remained a
suppressed and concealed aspect [or the rest of her lile. Towever, it does seem
apparent that she dealt with the situation with a semblance ol rationality and
humility. These qualities were deduced [rom the records as Mary TL Eliot way
recorded axs saying that Walton’s rude and abrupt behavior disappeared alter
Frances committal.™ Further research [ound evidence which suggested that Wallon
had a gradual cathartic recovery aver the incident through the appreciation al
literature, poetry and associations with her several close [riends.

Literature and Friendship

[ts quile apparent [rom items [oumd In Walton™s Cominon Flace Book,
located in the IMartridge Manuscript Collection, Box 39, Folio 363, on [ile at the
Georgia IMistorical Society, that poetry and literature, specilically [rom the mid o
late Victorian period, were important aspects in her lile. It was hard not (o recognize
that these items were meaninglul and provided solace (o her o some degree. This
was hased on thelr content and subject maltler which also suggesied that poetry and
literature helped her deal with the unlortunate circumstances surrounding her
daughter Frances. Two poetic examples stand out, “Relativity” by Tenry I. Lowe
which discusses the dichotomy ol the etemal and [inite aspects ol lile and
“Eleanor’s Roum™ by Julia Boynton Green which describes a mother’s sensual
response o a daughter’s emply room (Figure 1. While the



FIGURE 1 unprovenienced newspaper clipping [rom Walton™s Common Place Bools,

WTTT MBS #1349, Box 39, Folder 693 on file at £OJ15.
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[irst example is broad in scope the second raises the question as o whether Wallon
had Frances in mind when she clipped this poem [rom the newspaper and pasted it
into her Commaon Place Book. The [irst two lines raise this issue best

“I sit within my daughter’s room
Peacelully and coaol in shuttered gloom...”

It seems apparent [rom the above examples poetry provided an opportunity
[or personal rellection and possibly intemal soothing ol the soul.

The collection is not without wit, however, as well as a stromg beliel in the
equality ol women. An undated :and unprovenienced poelic entry, likely published
in a local newspaper and reprinted [rom the Independent, exemplilies these
conclusions. Entitled “Kiplings Psyehology,™ ity a reactionary piece written by
Marion C. Smith in response (o the most recent poetic utterance [rom Rudyard
Kipling, “The Female ol the Species”™ {Figure 2}, ICs striking sarcasm pokes [un al
an undoubtedly chauvinistic partrayal ol women by Kipling.

O equal importance is her association with “The Swallows™ which perhaps
was more like a bluestocking club.™ A newspaper account of one of the plays
presented by the club ways described in the society columm of the Savammah Press.
March 13, 1904.61 Miss Florence Olmstead authored the play described in the
article as “the most delightlul and cleverest bits ol work imaginable - most happily
cuncelved and sparkling with wit” Looking beyvond the superlicial surlace of the
play’s theme ome can inler 0 some extent about the deeper meaning ol the play and
the possible association with Walton™s character.

The play consisted ol well known, recent past and contemporary literary
[izures conversing with each other in the drawing room ol Mrs. Humphrey Ward.
She 15 visiled by George Eliol, Maria Edgeworth, Charlotle Bronte, Faomy Bumey
:amd Dr. Tohnson {Samuel}. The new’s article continued, “Each character

fi) Reader’s Encyclopedia, s.v., pg. L6
Bl Walton Charlton’ s Common Place Boole, Wi Tl M35 #1349, Box 39, Folder 563,
on Tile at 715,



FIGURE 2 improvenienced newspaper clipping from Walton®s Comman Place Book, WTI
MBS 41340, Box 3, Folder 693 an file at OI15.
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brings [orth alisht satiric touch and bringing them into an imaginary colloguy that was
touched with a delicious humor.”

The literary themes espoused by the play’s characters during their actual
literary lives sheds an interesting lisht not only on the literary knowledse of Walton
Charlton, but may in [act expose certain attitudes she may have developed regarding
lile’s imperlections. One can not help wondering whether a correlation between
Frances :imd Waltom can be deduced [rom these literary (opics.

An examination of these [igures [inds a pervasive similarity in there literary
handling ol the human condition. Johnson’s abiding theme [ocused on the vanity ol
human wishes and the impossibility of human happiness in an imperlect world:62
the novels of Bumey usually deall with the experiences ol a young girl coming into
contact with the social world:™ and George Eliols didactic literature [ocused on the
moral development of her characters, many of whom dealt with the dilliculty ol
arriving al an individual and mature view ol lile.™

The inherent literary attributes ol these authors have an eerie relevancy o the
eventys surrounding the possible root causes ol Frances” mental incapacitation and
her mother’s possible contribution to that situation. A certain, but undocumented,
[eeling suguests that Walton may have come (0 termys with the unlortunate
circumstances surrounding her daughter’s mental breakdown and the causes behind
1t when one compares the themes [or which the literary [1sures are known. 0
particular relevance are the themes put [orth by Johnson and Bumey which apply
directly (o the conllict between Waltum and Frances. Olten times mere recognition
ol a [ault allows [or personal [orgiveness, which, while [airly hidden, seems (o be
suggested in these documents.

Probably the most revealing piece ol material regarding Wallon relales (o the
camaraderie she experienced [rom her close circle ol [riends. It came in the [om ol
a louching tribute paid her by her [riend Mrs. Backus, Again [oimd in Walton’s
Common Place Book, it is dated April, (no day given), 1921, and entitled “Portrait
ol a Lady.”

62 Reader’s Encyclopedia, s.v.pg 525,
63 [hid. s.v., pg 149,
B Thid 5w, pg 300,



Portrail
L. ITer Element: Air, ie., Elastic Medium
IL. Color: Red {human} predominales

I, Natural Object-as Symbol: An informal garden with some [ormal
Spals

IV.  Musical Symbol: F Natural. A Fantasy varying [rom rich choral
chords o the quick syncopated nales ol skipping spirit

V. What Coumtry: England, a squiress ol high degree with a London
SEANON

VI.  Language: Thackeray’s Language would best express her
VIL.  Iabitual Position: None. Going 0 the next place

VIIL  Era or Age: 18th century contemporary and somewhat akin to Lady
Mary W. Montague

IX.  What artist would love o paint her? Van Dyke in her drawing room
moments: in others, Van Evck.

X. Quotations that express her: “age camot wither or custom stale her
inlinite variety™ “[rom grave o gay: [rom lively o severe.

Such a [ine tribute suggests many things including the education these
individuals possessed. their understanding of one anather and their overall temporal
conception ol the ideal woman. This particular document was especially appreciated
by Walton since the original and Walton’s hand written copy both appear in her
Common Place Book.

In November ol 1931, al the age ol 85, Wallon goes o Milledgeville 1o visil
a riend. Mrs. I D. Allen. One cannot help but



wimder whether this was also an excuse 10 wsicher invalid daughter. While there she
sullered a [all and broke her hip. Pneumonia set in and she died a [ew days later on
November 18 as her daughter Marsaret was enroute via the Central ol Georgia o be
by her bedside. Margaret retumed (o Savamah with her mother’s body [or services

al Christ Church. She was interred next 1w her husband in Lot #4343 in Laurel Grove
Cemetery.”

ITer son Richard, who retumed o Savannah in 1925 0 be with his mather
alter a long and mysterious absence, recounts later in his lile that he
“..made her {his Mather’s) last years moderately happy. She died at 85, her
mind still alert, her slight and [rail body succumbing o the temptation o
move o quickly, resulting in a [all, broken hip, pneumonia. and death
within three days. A remarkable [eature ol her last day was a remark (o her
physician who had [ound her cheerlul and slightly improved. The break was
a clean one without hope [or a cure. She said “Powell, I think I'm going (0
die tonight. She died at 14} that night.” *

63 Obitvary of Mrs. Waiter & Charlton, WCIT M5S #1549, Box 88, Folder 1649, 0N
[ile al GITS.

t Typed account ol Richard Malcolm Charlton, WCTT MSS #1349, Box 84, Folder
1602, un file al GITS



Conclusion

The lile ol Mary Walton Johnston Charlton certainly was tar fron dull and
she would not have had it any other way. Quality education and early exposure (0
important personages around her parents home bred a certain sophistication which
provided a distinctive conlidence as she moved within the many levels ol savannah
saciely. She had a successlul and enduring marriage 0 a highly prominent and
respected Savammah lawyer. Ier education and rationality helped her deal with the
unlortunate mental incapacitation ol her oldest child which became a concealed
blemish on an otherwise respected [amily record. She was a dilettante ol poetry and
literature as well ax a [ocused civic leader. She eamed the respect and admiration of
many and was rightlully addressed as Mrs. Charlton.

EPILOGUE

Several other avenues ol exploration are suggested regarding this (opic. |
would try and [ind documents regarding Frances” duration at the ITome [or the
Insane in Milledueville (o determine who was responsible [or her interment in
Laurel Grove Cemeltery. [ was lead (o understand that these recards may be
unavailable (o the general public, however.

Secondly, I [ound the Rockby school (o be incredibly interesting [rom
primarily a landscape perspective since it way an enclosed development with an
array ol horticultural plantings. I plan W visit Hancock County in the near [ulure
exploring its location and possible remmant landscape elements..

More work could be done on the Christ Church Records and the Records ol
the Orphan’s TTome in which Waltom Charlton was involved. Initial searching
through these [iles were not as explicit as the Charlton M5S in the TTartridge
Collection al Georgla Iistorical.

The personal interview did not work out as I would have liked.
[ attempted commumication with Waiter Charlton Iartridse, 11, ol
119 E. Charlton Street, Savannah, Georgia. [ spoke with his wile
regarding the personal interview and she said that her husband
would cooperate bul was extremely busy with his law practice. [lell
a lew specilic questions aboul the identities ol Edith Johnston, Mary



HEliot and Margaret Stoller who supplied most of the information in the text
regarding the hand written interviews. Repeated calls (0 the residence have sone
unanswered and he never attempted o call me back but this person may be able (o
provide mnknenvn information.

Another quirky subject is the mysterious disappearance ol Richard Charlton
[rom 1911 o ca. 1925, Te 1y married o a Norwegian womam during this Lime and 1s
living in the Boston area. The records suggest that he may have also nol seen eye o
eye wilth his mother and [elt the pressures ol the [amily success. This would be an
interesting avenue ol study.

Lastly, the wopic ol Kermiss came up in my research and so Lar the ity
relationship o Savamah 15 [uzzy al best. Ity a celebration common in the Low
Countries ol Europe imd may have been staged around Christmas here in Savannah
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