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Milliam 3., Cleghorm
1822.-7

Wiiliam Cleghorn was born in Savannah to Harriet Clark
in 1822: A bhlack man, skillied in the baking profession, was
given his freedem, along with his wife and two children in
1846. Cornalia, his wife was a seamstress and Francis M.
gtone was her guardian. In 1850, Mr. Cleghorn began to be
noted in Savannah for his fine catering to social gatherings
hosted by white society members, His reputation grew and
more opportunities for his serwvices were presented
throuchout his career.

in 1855 Mr. €£leghorn approached Reverend Sherod
Kennerly to offer his large bakery as & temporary home for
_the congregation of St. Stephen's Chapel, newly formed from

a mergar of t¥o black missions of Episcopalianzs in Savannah.

Before The War, Mr. Cleghorn wag represented by 5.
Yaster Levy and his daughter by Pr. F.H. Ormer.-

The last evidence I have found is when his house caught
on fire in 1877. He survived, according to the newspaper.
His daughter EBliza is boried im Laurel Grove Cemetery. She
died in 1937.



Intriguing is the word, I think, that besBt captures the
essence of my discovery of 2 man, a black man, who 1ived in
the 19th century, gignificantly amongst the most dynamic of
times for members of the Black race. My format of writing is
1ike that of & journal. I have brought the past, which seems
so distant, clozer Lo the present, like something forgotten,
buﬁ'now remepbered.

I wae given his name, his approximate date of birth
(1822),and his profession {Master Baker).Alsc given was the
fact that he was black. With this information, T had hopes
for the prospect of an intersating individual.

Right away I checked the Census of 135Gl"cnnsiaering
the prohakle recording of Mr. Clegheorn as an adult. ¥es, he
was there along with his wife, Cornelia, and their two
children, Maryy E. and Williamina, ages 6 and 2,
respectively, I ceached for the 1860 census whers the seed
of my cbsession was fertilized. He had 4000 deollars worth of
real property and 2000 dollars in personzl property. I had
cume across a prosperous Black man who lived in Savaﬁnah
just prior to the Civil War! This alone raised my brows, but
he had, in his resldence, four white bakers that T svppose
worked for him. The profundity did not escape me.

Three of the bakers were from Germany. Andrew
Zimmerman, age 29, arrived here from Meintz. John Fisher,
age 25, and Louis Turner. age 18 were both from Hanover.
Thomas Stone,age 24, was originally from Derbyshire,

England.



1 searched chronclogically previous records of the
gensus', needing to find his roots. Unfortunately, previous
census’' were not recorded with any othar objective in mind
other than numbersfﬁI still know nothing of his childhood
with the exception that his mother's name was Harriet Clark.

o
The next entry by the census taker was a man originally

from St. Augustine, Florida, John E. Hernandez who with his

R . 2
family lived on %the corner of Likerty and Habersham strests

r
o

near Mr. Clegharn's hakery. I assume they had relations with
each other, but my search for further evidence was
fruitlegs, cther than the fact that their professions were
very similar. I found in the City Directories of the same
year that Mr. Henderscon was a partnar in the business of
Pickson and Hernandez, confectioners, addressed at 146
Broughton street In Savannah in 1360. Mr. Cleghorn's home
wag 20% Bryan street, near Fahm, now in the midast of what is
called Yamacraw Village.

I found in the Directories that mistakes can be made and
Printed. In 1B66 Mr.Cleghorn 1s listed as a jeweler. He is
8lzso omitted fFrom all avallable Pirectories following 1B877.
This is significant because 1t ceincides with the latest
date of wention of him in the newspapers.

While journeying through the Savannah newspaper
indexes, I discovered a diversity in the spelling of his
hama. He is listed both as Cleghorn and Claghorn.

FPortunately, he iz the only William {or W.) iisted after
1831,



t
I began with the papers published in 1860, ™ assuming his

establishment in the community. The first report I came
across helghtened my hopes for finding an interesting

person, The journalist highligbhted the attendance of a

supper held at Masonic Hall.
The supper at Masonic Hali, on Monday night, was
very handsomely gotten up, and did much credit to

the caterer on the occasion, William Claghorn, ar

0ld resident of Savannah, and well and favorably
kinown to most, if not all, of our citizens. There

is one fact connected with the supper attended to
above. which is worthy of mention: nearly everything
on the takle was the handiwork of either Cleghorn.
or some member of his family. The fancy
confectionery, the arnamental icing of the cakes,
{zome of which were as beautiful specimens aé we
ever saw,) were made in Savannah, and in the

famiiy of the caterer.

We learpn that It jis Claghorn's inbentinn,at.
no distant da2y, to become a contestant for the
furnishing of a supper in a sister city, and we
mugt heartily commend him to the good people

therecof.

I found 1t codd that the reporter neglected to put more
emphagiz on the vccasion, per se, but rather concentrated on
the efforts of Mr. Cleghorn. He,too,.must have found Mr,

Cleghorn's skills and demeanor creditable.



Most of the newspaper accounts of Mr. Qleghorn dealt
with his professional attributes; credited as early as 1850
fpr the catering of such functions as 2 reception at the

e

gavannah Gymnasiumf Other accounts took Plare throughawnt the
1850's; Washington's birthday party at Oglethorpe Hall,F'the
May Ball at the Earracksfgthe Lone Star Ball at St. Andrew's
Hall.L% supper at the Savannah VYolunteer Guardsﬁgnd the new
Masonic Hall dedicatjon (Mr. Broughton was credited for this
poeasion on the 11th but or the 12th a correction was made}.i§‘
T would venture to gay that Mr. Cleghorn made many

important contacts with the more prominent citizens of
Savannah during this decade.

One sad event was recorded in 1856. While making a
delivery one mornihg from his bhakery, Mr. Claghorh's horse
broke away for some reason throwing him from his carriage.
Mr. Claghorn suffered hoth hiz legs being b:uken%iThe Bakary
wag clozsed for business from August 1st until December 3rd.
On the 2Znd of December, a neotice appeared in the lnca%{
newspaper Informing c¢lients he would be taking orders:mThe
next day a warm article was printed from "friends" welcomlng
Mr., Cleghorn back to work.EEI was enchanted by the
compaeselon of the community and drawn closer to & sense of
The Man.

One curious article I found puzzlea me. In 1875 an
annauncement was printed in the Savannah Morning News which
Teported that W.J. Claghorn and Emmanuel Sheftall were
Called upon by Thomas Churchill to examine and appraise two
BLray cowe in the White Bluff district. I do not knoy the

circumstances surrounding the event.lﬁ.



Following wy search of the newspaper articles , I went

to the Courthouse to find out wore abont some legal dieputes
1% L

mentioned in the newspapers in 1875 and 187B. I was unabie

to come up with wore informaticn.

I was also interested in his estate, but I found

nothing under his name and, by some strange humor of chance,

his ward was missing in the Kearney Files.
After searching the courthouse, I bhecame aware that T
had 1little vital information about Mr. Cleghorn. I was
informeq the Chatham County Health Department may have
something, but it didn*t surface in my search. In fact, the
racords of his hirth, marriage, and death are a rystery. I
gearchad the cemetery records of Laurel Grove. Although I
was unable to find him, I did find his daughter, Margaret
Elize (vhose name is Mury in the census records). She was b
in 1850, 15 in 1860 and 87 in 1937, the year of her death;r a

digcrepancy of only & years. She died on April 4, and her

3!

regidence at the time was 1106 E.Duffy street . She still
bore her paternal name, and after 1860 she ig the oaly
tember of the family stlll residing with Mr. Cleghorn. From
this T presume the end of the gepealogical line.

Exhausting (and exhausted from the pursuit of) the
basic spurces, I took a break and went to the Antidues Mall
on West Bay naar Jefferzon strest o broawge and reflect. I
was looking at some antigue baking and cooking utensiles when
I inquired to ;he curater if she had heard of Mr. Cleghorn.

2 black baker from 2 century ago. She hadn't, but directed



me to 2nother proprietor in the Mall who may know.
Downstairs, I found a charming, helpful woman who had not
heard of him but directed me tuﬂihe opening of a new doorV
She said Mr. W.W., Law at the Beach Institute may be able to
help me. Grateful and reinspired, T tock up again my
journey.

My brief interview with Mr. Law was charging. There is
an electricity about hie presence T am at a loss to
describe. He knew almost right away Mr. Cleghorn was a baker
and T heard him say that Mr. Cleghorn founded a church. Mr.
Law didn't elaborate; Instead, he dirscted me to Reverend
Charleg Hosking at St, Matthews Episcopal Church.

I called Heverend Hoskins from the nearest telephone
booth. He told me he had written Black Episcopalians in

Al
Savannah, and that I would find the book at Armstrong State

College in the library, and Mr. Cleghorn is mentioned con
page 11 aor 12.

I feund Mr.Cleghorn, in print, among the context of St.
Stephen's parish, established in 1B55 for free urban Blacks.
Reverend Sherrcd W. Kennerly, the newly stated minister from
the Diocese of South Carolina, was given the task by the Rt.
Reverend Stephen Elliott to organize a chapel ih Savannah
under the Digcese of Georgla. Reverend Kennerly is gquoted as
3tating, "In the winter of 1855 1 proocured a place of
Worship-- & large workshop above the longest bakery in the

Place. The proprietor was a colored man among the most

-
4 A

tespectable in the city." -~



reverend Hoskin's bivliography referred me to another
gourece for Mr. Cleghorn's role in hig commenity. Printed in
1874 by the chapel minister at the time, J. Atwell's A Brief

. 4 )
Higtorical 5Sketch of St., Stephen's Parish, is an invaluzble

gource of information about the community of Savannah as it
partiecipates in the grovth of this chapel.

In Rev. Atwell's work, he addresses the eminent
concerns of the mewbers of the congregation and their
current of growth and establishment.

The history of the Parish began with the merger of the
Ogeschee Mission, which was established in 1845, and the
Savannah Rlver Mission {(est.1852). Bishop Elliot founded
these tvwa misgians to "launch a wigorocus 'hlitzs' to
evangelize the slavEE....Es Mr. Cleghorn, zlong with hisg
wife and mother, were members of the Savannah River Mission?

The primary concern of the members was the cducation of
their children. The movement of the mission from the site,
facroes the Savannah River, opposite the Cityiﬁfc tovn, and
the appointment of a new minister, facilitazted the avtonomy
of the worshippers, previougly under "colored sectarian
teaching, principally Baptiat."fq

The establishment of the congregation in Mr. Cleghorn's
bakery helped not only the congregation but Mr. Cleghorn as
well, Reverend Rennerly cbserves:"... belng anxicus for the
services of the church, {Mr. Cleghorn) tock an active

interest in the matter; this drew others with similar

feelings. Soon we had the workshop cleared@ out and fitted up



with all that belongs to an Episcopal Church, including
il
gaslight.” —

In 1856,"seven worthy colored men (were) chosen to
gerve as wardeng and veatrymen.”iﬁo doubt Mr. Cleghorn was
among these men. Also amony them was a gentleman named James
FPorter. a free black ﬁan whom I think is worthy of
mentioning.

Invited to Savannah from South Carolina by Reverend
Rennerly, Mr. Portetr was an accomplished musician. He
started a choir and tawnght music at St. Stephents. At the
end of the Civil War, Mr.Porter, who by this time was Senior
Warden of the Parish, was invited along with cther members
of Savannah's black community (Mr.Qleghorn as well, no
doubt), to meet with General Sherman and Secretary of War
Stantdn-?g‘

Curious as I had pecome about the cultural context in
which Mr. Cleghorn is living, I sought out some records of
the Freedmen's Bureazu. I found, in the Lane Libhrary at
Armgtronyg State Collegg, microcard reproductions of The

&3
Condition of Freedmen,printed in 1870. Mr. J.W.Alverd, the

writer, mentiong the Beach Institute. Remembering the aims
of the congregation, I delved in. Mr. Alvord, looking for an
interview,
called together the old colored educational
committee (these are the men whom Secretary

Stanton met and conferred with when at



savannah 1n 1865) for examination of these
schools....T visited the private schools taught by
coleored mep. They are guite respectable, with,

in 211, about one hundred and twenty pupils.

Mr. Alvord never namsd Mr. Cleghorn;in fact. he
neglected to name anyene, B2 I was driven to find a concrete
mention of Mr. Cleghorn's coknection to the Beach Institute.

Thank God for Divine Intervention-- there is no other
way it could have happened. A colleague, who knew of my
task, f2¥citedly told me ghe happened to run acoross 2 mention
of Mr. Cleghorn in 2 footnote in o compilztion of Richard
Arnold letters. I probubly would never have found it on my
OWIl .

Dr. Richard Arnold, the first President of the Board of
Education in Chatham Counrty, Was determined to bring the
Beach Institute under the care and direction of the Board.In
a letter he wrote on August 30,1872, to the Reverend
E.M.Cravath, the field secretary of the American Missionary

Assgociation in Wew York he describes:

On the 14 August, I, as President, addressed an
invitation to meet Mr. Wm. Cleghorn (Claghorn?)
and William Pellard {2z negro veterinary surgeon
of Savannah. Cleghorn {{Claghern?)) and Follard
were thrifty men, respected by the leading whites
of the city}., 'to meet a committee of the

Board of Education Lowmarrow evening at 8 o'eclack,



to take into consideration the subjiect of
providing schools for colored children in the city and

5
county.

I searched the original Arnold letters in the Georgia
Historical society, but did not find the letier dated 14
August 1872. I infer from the evidence given that Mr.
Cleghorn held 3 prominent position on the commitiee of the
Beach Institute; and his 1855 aspirations and motivations
seem here to have been manifested.

1 know not the course of his life afterwards, with the
exception of one event. In 1877, a fire erupted in his home.
No one was hurt, howsver, but this finding in the Savannah

Morning News 1s the latest printed reference to him I counld

4%

find in my 9 weekK search. ™

The remains of Mr. Cleghorn's 1ife are indeliible etchead
in the bistory of Savannah. He was not a Devenport, a Low or
& Mercer, but what I have found leads me to believe he was a
big man. I found a guote, not referring to Mr. Cleghorn but

someone else, that provokes and captures my image of him.

He represented., as 1 believe, the best that
amarica has tried to dg,...and he was in himsels
a representative American, yet sufficientily non~

typical to be & distinet and memorable individuai. &
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