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Henry Kollock Burroughs was born into a prom~
inent Savannah family at the beginning of the nine-~
teenth century. He married, had a large family, and
led an active and distinguished life in his home
tohn as a physician. In 1845 he was elected mayor,
~an office to which he was re-elected two more times.
Falling victim to consumption, he died still a rela-
tively young man and in the prime of hié life, at

age forty-two.



HENRY KOLLOCK BURROUGHS

Henry Kollock Burroughs was born in 1809 to a "dis-
tinguished and opulent merchant" of Savannah, Mr. Benjamin
Burroughs, and his wife, Catherine Eirick Burroughs.l Henry
was the fourth son in a family of seven children.2 His
father had come to Savannah in 1796, by way of Augusta,
Georgia.3 from New York where he was born March 31, 1780.4
The progenitor of the Burroughs family was John Bur-
roughes who arrived in Salem, Massachusetts sometime in 1637

3 John

from Dorsetshire, England where he was born in 1617.
was an original settler and leading man of Newtown, Long
Island;, New York.6 James Riker, Jr. notes that John was a
"skillful penman, a quite rare accomplishment in those days."T
Because of his spécial skill he served as clerk of the court
and, until his death in 1678, as the town clerk.’

After arriving in Savannah, Benjamin Burroughs estab-
lished himself as a merchant and married Miss Catherine

Eirick on July 2, 1799.9

Catherine's father was Alexander
Eirick, a member of the colonial parliament,lU and Her mother's
name was Ruth Brown.

Benjamin became a prosperous cottaon and commission
merchant and formed a partnership with Oliver Sturges in a

merchantile firm that handled groceries, wines and dry goods,.

1
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as well‘as exported cotton, rice and lumber to Europe and the
west Indies. Burroughs and Sturges were also shipping a-
gents for coastal tfading vessels.12

Although the partnership was dissolved September. 1, 1806,
the two men apparently maintained a close relationship.13
For, in 1813, they began construction of their "mirror houses"
on the southwest Trust Lot T, in Reynolds Ward, on Reynolds
Square.14 Reynolds Square, laid out in 1734, was the center
of colonial government aﬁd was named for Georgia's first
Royal Governor, Capt. James Reynolds.ls The houses occdpied
the former site of the Christ Church rectory where John
Wesley had lived from 1737 to 1738 and started his first
Sunday school.16

The Burroughs-Sturges homes were built in the Federal
style and contrasted sharply to Savannah's other buildings
which, for the most part, were wooden structures.17 Each
residence was valued at seven thousand dollars, an impressive

amount at that time.la In 1816, the men obtained separate

titles to their homes, held jointly until this time.lg
Henry no doubt lacked little in comfort and attention
growing up in such a prominent and prosperous large family,
and he more than likely found an active port city like
Savannah to be an advénturesome place to live in the early
nineteentH century. May of 1B19 must have been a partic-
ularly exciting time, for the new Steam Ship Savannah was
being prepared for her "epoch-making" voyage across the

20

Atlantic--the first steamship to make such a trip. To

compound the excitement, President James Monroe along with
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secretary of War, John C. Calhoun, visited Savannah to in-
spect the ship before she was launched with her cargo of
cotton for Liverpooll.21

Interest in this venture would have been especially
keen for the Burroughs, because Benjamin and Oliver 5turges,
partners once again, provided financial backing for the
enterprise, and plans for the trip were.drawn up in thé
Sturges' house by the Savannah Steam Ship Company Directors.
In 1820 Benjamin and UliQBr each bought a third interest in
the vessel, which made eight round trips between New York
and Savannah hefore it "foundered on a sand bar off Long
Island and slipped to the bottom of the sea" on November 35,
1821.23

The Burroughs were also active members of the Inde-
pendent Presbyterian Church, where Henry's father was an
elder. Benjamin had contributed five thousand dollars in
1817 to the building of the new church, which was finished
inflﬁl9.,24 The dedication service of the new church coin-
cided with President Monroe's previously mentioned visit to
Savannah, and the congregation of the church Las privileged
to have him share in tﬁis special nccasion.25 The dedica-
tion was made by the pastor, Reverend Dr. Henry Kollock,26
very possibly Henry‘s.namesake. In 1822 Benjamin Burroughs
purchased.a family pew (number 35) in the church, for $1130,
which was transferred to his son, William H. Burroughs,
May 1, 1855.27

1820 also proved to be an eventful year that a boy of

eleven, like Henry, would not likely forget. In early

22
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January in the wee hours of the morning a.fire broke out in
a livery stable in Franklin Square on Jefferson Street. Winds
fanned‘the flames, blowing "burning cinders” a long distance
and setting the roofs of houses on fire. The weather had
been dry for several ménths, and most of tHe houses were made
of wood; both faﬁtors contributed to the devastation. As the
fire spread vaults of gunpowder exploded in Market Square, and
the Exchange and the market were consumed. The Great Fire of
1820 destroyed 94 lotg,'321 wooden buildings, and 463 houses,
with losses calculated at four million dollars.28 The Bur-
roughs' home was spared, but because it came so close, it
must have been a terrifying experience for Henry and his
family.

On top of this catastrophe, Savannah was hit later the
same year with the worst yellow fever epidemic to date.29
The population of Savannah by 1820 had reached 7,523. But
from May until December the fever claimed between 640 and
660 of those lives, about one of every ten residents.30 The
source of the epidemic'was later blamed on the "miasmata", or
unwholesome elements in the atmosphere, and the "putridity"
of the environment reéulting from unseasonably warm temper-
atures the preceding winter, excessive rain during the spring,
the presence of foreigners, and rapid population growth.
Sanitary conditions at the time were still relatively pri-
mitive, and environmental conditions were excellent for the
breeding of germs and mosquitoes.32 Furthermore, it was
not until 1901, over eighty years later, that Walter Reed's

research provided the answer to the contral of the dreaded
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disease.33 In the meantime it continued t6 frighten and
victimize Savannah citizens and drivéFhem from their city
homes in the summertime.

One can only speculate as to Henry's childhood education.
Although public schoolé in the South were aimost non-existent
in the early ninefeenth century, Savannah did have a prepar-
atory school, the Chatham Academy, which was chartered in
1788.34 There were also other private classes taught in
churches and homes.35 :Fbr the wealthier citizens of Savan-
nah it would not be unlikely that private tutors or teachers
were hired to educate their children at home. Henry may also
have been sent to the Northeast for his education, as was
not at all unusual. He was listed as an arrival on a pas-
senger ship from New York in 1826 and again in 1831, at
which times he may have been returning home from school or
from a visit with his New York relatives.

However, no speculation is necessary concerning his

higher education, for The Georgian carried the announcement

of his commencement from the Medical College of the State of
South Carolina, in Charleston. The degree of Medical Doctor

37

was conferred on Henry March 10, 1834. Little more than

a month later the newspaper ran the following announcement:

Dr. Henry K. Burroughs
Respéctfully offers his professional services to the
citizens of Savannah and its vicinity. He may be
found at his office, or the residence of his father,

east of the Episcopol Church, where all callswill be
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pfomptly attended to.
This leads one to assume thét he was again living with his
family in the Burroughs' home on Reynolds Square. Although
Henry went immediately from school into his medical practice,
he was not issued his license until December, 1835 by the
Georgia State Board of Medical Examiners.39

During his college years Henry was also satisfying his
military duty as a member of the Savannah Volunteer Guards

40 In

(svG), the "oldest infaﬁtry organization in Georgia."
1802 the 5VG became attached to the First Regiment, First
Brigade, First Division of the Georgia Militia.41 Henry
distinguished himself by taking a gold medal for marksman-
ship on January 8, 1833, when the SVG paraded and fired in
celebration of the Anniversary of the Battle of New Orleans,

fought on this date in 1815.42

However, Henry later dis-
tinguished himself in not so honorable a fashion while in
the line of military duty. He was among several other SVG
soldiers who defaulted at a regimental inspection and re-
view held in April, 1835. A Regimental Court of Inquiry
was held at the Exchange abaut two weeks latér, and Henry
was fined one dollar fﬁr having a dirty gun!

Perhaps Henry's negligence at this time was under-
standable and excusabié, for only a couple of months prior
to the inépection he had become a married man--reason enough
to divert his attention away from cleaning guns. The wed-
ding took place at Columbia, South Carolina, the home of the

bride, on February 5, 1835. The Reverend Mr. Shand married

Henry and Miss Eliza Gabriella DeSaussure, the daughter of
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william F. DeSaussure, Esqg., a lawyer of Columbia.44

The DeSaussures of South Carolina were Huguenots, or
French Calvinists, and were descended from Henry DeSaussure
who arrived in Charles Town about 1730 from Lausanne, Switzer-

45 The DeSaus-

land. He settled in the Beaufort District.
sure name was associated with domestic slave-trading in the
Antebellum South.ds Charleston and Savannah were both "centers
of slave-auction trafficf" And by the 1840's and 1850's
the average price for a slave was said to be about eight
hundred dollars,iproviding the potential for considerabiy
high'profits.47 Henry DeSaussure's slave holdingrat the time
of his déatﬁ, in 1761, numbered thirty—nine and were valued
atX6,670 of his 10,400 personal pruperty.t38

Henry Burroughs was also a slave-holder, claiming an
average of five in the tax digests for the 1840'8.49 Further-
more, the county deed records reveal that Henry sold several
slaves between 1843 and 1851, although: the average price he
received was about $425 per slave.>0

Henry and his new bride returned to SaKannah to live
in the home on ﬁeynolds Square with his parents and the
family of his older brother, William, who was a cotton mer-

chant.Sl

Whereupon Hgnry resumed his medical practice. He
was appointed to the Board of Health for Reynolds Ward, an
appointment that was to continue for several _years.52 He
was also an active member of the Georgia Medical Society,s3
having presented two reports to the group, one in 1840 on

inflammations and the other in 1842 on the last stages of

C0n3umption.54 The latter was an ominous topic for Henry
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to be addressing at this time in his life.

Henry's medical expertise surely provided him with
many rewarding experiences, but his responsibilities as a
physician also entailed frequent encounters with death and
suffering. This must have been especially difficult to bear
when, considering the limited medical advances of the mid-
nineteenth century, he could do nothing to help members of
his own family. Such an occasion occurred on April 16, 1837,
when Henry's father died "after a painful illness" at the
age of fifty-eight. Henry and two other doctors were in
attendence.55

Benjamin Burroughs had named his sons, Joseph, William,
Benjamin, and Henry, executors of his estate which was to be
divided among his children, special provisions having been
made for his wife. The estate included the family home,
several lots and buildings in Reynolds Ward, almost 250 acres
of land, ten slaves, and the family pew in the Independent
Presbyterian Church.56

The family was to have little respite from grief, for
hardly more than a year later, on July 15, Eliza and Henry
lost their first born and only child, Benjamin, to cholera

infantine. He was only fourteen months old.57 The notice

in the Dailv Georgian read, "'suffer little children to come
58
tn

unto me. In the following years, though, their family
grew to include Sarah, William DeSaussure, Mary Elizabeth,
Catherine, and Gabriella. Two other children, Catherine

and Henry K., died in infancy.59

Henry made time in his busy life, between medical
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duties and family responsibilities, for an active interest
in politics. He was among fourteen contenders on the reform
ticket for city alderman in 1841 and serwed in that capacity
for one year, 1841 to 18d2.60 Thus Henry began an eventful
seven years in the political arena as an avowed member of
the Whig party. The anti-Jacksonian Whig plank called for
the "checking of executive tyranny by strengthening Congress"
and "strict observance of the rights of the Sfate" on the
nullification issue.61 The Southern Whig constituency was
composed mostly of slave-holders who feared federal govern-
ment interference into the institution of slavery and were
closely allied with South Carolina concerning_nullification.62
The political scene during the 1840's was characterized
by inflamed confrontations between Whigs and Democrats. The

editors of the two Savannah newspapers, William H. Bulloch

of The Georgian and S.T. Chapman of The Republican, pursued

a bitter running battle in print in 1845, over the nullifi-
cation issue. Chapman backed the extreme States Rights
5: Whigs, while Bulloch sided with the I.)emc:c:rats..s3
The municipal elections in December of that year were
pérticularly noteworthy. Henry Burroughs was running for
the office of mayor, as the Whig candidate, against the in-

cumbant Dr. Richard Wayne, the Democratic contender.64 The

‘

i
4
o

¥hig headquarters were in Lyceum Hall on the southwest corner
of Broughton and Bull Streets, and Democrat headquarters
were located on the southwest corner of Broughton and Bar-

65

nard, Thomas GBamble relates the following concerning

the campaigns:
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Sallying from their respective castles for parades,
the contending political elements at times crossed
paths with resﬁlting collisions that meant cracked
heads and Sloody noses.
The violence carried over through election day, "one party

67

doubtless as guilty as the other." And Dr. Wayne suffered

a broken arm caused by "blows from clubs" during an attack
in the courthouse from "several bitter Whigs running amuck
through the building."68 |

Gamble claims that Henry Burroughs was one of a "quar-
tette of 'Before-the-War' physicians who took an active, one
might truthfully say pugnacious or bellicose,‘part in Savan-

69

nah politics." In spite of their campaign tactics, Gamble

concedes that the doctors did a commendable job during their

tenures.

The office of Mayor had only been an elective office

f by the people since December of 1843.70 And since Henry was

71

re-elected for two subsequent.terms,A he must have performed

more than satisfactorily to maintain the people's support.

He served from December B, 1845 until December 11, 1848,

three one-year terms.72

He oversaw several accomplishments during his mayoralty.
The Central Railroad Line from Savannah to Atlanta was com-
pleted, and in March of 1848 Savannah. acquired her first

73

telegraph. In an effort to increase the efficiency of the

| fire department, a new fire house was built, and a new alarm
system was instituted which consisted of a system of ring-

ing bells at various locations around town. Plans were made
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to estabiish a marine police force wh;ch was finaslly organ-
jzed in 1848, and sewers were constructed to improve "health-
fulness" in the city.74 Furthermore, when war broke out
with Mexico and the Irish Jasper Greens were sent from Savan-
nah, Mayor Burroughs pfovided for the relief of any needy
families the Greens members had to leave behind.75

By the end of Henry's mayoralty, in 1848, Savannah's
population had reached 13,573, an increase of 2,359 since
1840 and an increase ﬁf 8,231 since Henry's birth in 1809.76
Savannah was definitely growing. There were at this time
thirty-six physicians practicing in town, and cotton was
still the largest export.77

Although Henry appears to have maiqtained his resi-
dence on Reynolds Square through the years, he had owned
a large plantation outside Savannah. In 1B37 he advertised
a "valuable cotton plantation" for sale, located on the White
Bluff Roed, about four miles from the city. It was adver-

8 But

tised as containing about four hundred acres of land.
it was not until May of 1845 that the sale was made final.
Henry sold Cedar Grove Plantation to George A. Reed for

$3,700. The records show the plantation as actually con-
taining 650 acres and being bounded by the Little Ogeechee
River as well as the White Bluff Road. Cattle and sheep

79

were included in the sale. The area covered by Cedar
Grove Plantation would have been the same area that is today
covered by Berkshire West inside Windsor forest on the south

side of Savannah. Within Berkshire West there is a resi-

dential area that retains the name Cedar Grove Plantation.
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But no records were discovered that revealed whether the
Burroughs ever resided at Cedar Grove.
Henry obviously led a very active and full life, but
unfortunately nof a very long life. For on Monday, October
13, 1851, at age forty-two, He died at his home.°C The cause

81 The newspaper re-

of death was recorded as consumption.
vealed that he had been in poor health for several years.
His funeral was held at eleven o'clock the next morning at
the family home.82 He was originally buried in Colonial
Cemetery, but was later removed from the old cemetery and
buried in Laural Grove on May 27, 1858, lot 1154.83 On that
site is the Burroughs family vault containing Henry's immed-
iate family members, his parents, his brother William and
family, and his two sisters, Catherine Green ana Elizabeth
Law and fheir families. Sadly, as the Savannah historian,
Walter Hartridge, so aptly remarked, there is "no inscrip-
tion, alas!" 84 Today the vault is overgrown and invaded
with thick vines and appears not to haQe been cared for in
some time.

In his will, Henfy bequeathed "the whole of his estate"
to his wife, Eliza, and named her executrix, to be advised
by his brother, Joseph, and her father, W.F. DeSa;ssure. No
listing or inventory of property was included in the will,
and Henry's only request was that his wife wear no mourning
upon his death, except in public.85

It is difficult to determing what his immediate family

did after Henry's death. They may have remained in Savannah

er returned to South Carolina to live with or near the
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DeSaussure family, Henry's daughter, Sarah, at age twelve,
was already living with her grandfather, William DeSaussure,
in Columbia, South Carolina, in 1850.86 Furthermore, two
of his other dauéhters, Catherine (Katie) and Mary Elizabeth,
married South Carplina men. Katie married Lawrence Whit-
taker Taylor,87 and Mary Elizabeth married Frances Holmes
Trenholm in June of 1865, 88

Henry's only surviving son, William DeSaussure Bur-
roughs, was involved in.the Civil War, for notice of his
"fall" in the "valley of Virginia" was printed in the news-
paper on November 3, 1864, eulogizing, "He was a good sol-
dier, and aiways found equal to any emergency."89 Unfor-
tunately no information could be located concerning his
military_rank. affiliation, or his age.90

Today little is left to remind us that Henry Kollack
Burroughs was, 130 years ago, an active and prominent Savan-
nah citizen. The Burroughs' home was torn down in this
century and replaced by the John Wesley Hotel.91 Cedar
Grove Plantation no lenger resembles a thriving cotton
plantation, and the Whigs became extinct foliowing the Com-
promise of 1850, the pfesidential victory of Franklin Pierce
in 1852, and the deaths of Daniel Webster and Henry Clay, who

held the party together over the years.92 But Henry Bur-




EPILOGUE

It appears fhat Henry Burroughs' living descendants
would most likely be located in South Carolina; unfortunate-
ly, this researcher ran into dead ends snd out of time. Al-
though there were some léads that provided potential for
further follow-up. From the marriage of Catherine (Katie)
Burroughs to Lawrence Whittaker Taylor three sons were born:
William Jesse (born 1871), Lawrence, and Alfred. Of them
there is record of William Jesse, a druggist, having a son,
also named William Jesse, who was born in 1906.l

In addifion, Mary Elizabeth Burroughs and Frances Tren-
holm had a son, William DeSaussure (born 1866), who married
and had children. They also had three.daughters whao married
and had families: Helen Morgan (borﬁ@BTl) married William
Wilson Bréneman; Lillah (born 1873) married John G. Capers,
and Josephine married Hinckly Lyman.2 Franceg Trenholm was
@ planter near Columbié, South Carolina after the Civil
War, then returned to his home in Charleston. IﬂeBB7 he

moved to Washington.34
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