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M. Hilliaﬁ H; Bof&ley was born in Ként County Mdryland in 1820, I wes tie-
able'fo find th% names of his parents but there a lot of Bordleys in Marylando-The.;;
naﬁe Bordley can also be spelled Broadly, Broadley, Breodly, or Boardly but I ﬁiili'
Spéll it Bordley. William H, Bérdley 1ived in Savannah until he died in-19§5..H@'fdﬁwl

hered seven children, three girls and four boys. That is about all T am going {G Eéy

in this openning statement you will have to read this report to find out the réstgﬁ



Befure we get 1nto the 1ife of William He Bordley 1ets 1ook at some othur A

*’1eys who- ﬂay have been relatlves of William and who were also from Baltlmore,wzry;
; {1
~In 1831 there was a Mr, Bordley from Baltimore who was g1v1ng an art exanbit o

ne'of the paintlngs was titled, Decent From the Cross, pfeaented by Lou:s 18th. +o

he cathollc cathedral in Baltimore and was to be exhibited on the corner of Prayton

(2)

gd Bryan ‘streets in Savannah, Bordley then returned to Baltimore on the briﬁ. Mary—

(3) | e
In the year 1834 a Miss. Henrcittet E. Borbley arrived in Savannah fiom Balti~

o, (4) (5)

She was then married to Capt. Patrick Ramsbotton of Savannah. Theﬁ‘ahathéfff

ordley popped into Savannah in 1836. His name was Matthias Bordley and he arrived in

(6)

avannah.on the brig. Oglethrope captlned by Captin Fitzger. We also know of a. J B..

/h\

- ordley who had a letter held for him at the Post Office on January 5, 184247/

(B—Q)He first showed up;’:

William H. Bordley was born in Kent county in 1820.
yin Savannah, in the 1850 census. He was living at the home of Sarah A. Oliver'albﬂg”
~with Margret Oliver and John Lamore. William is listed as a 30 year old engineer-from '

(10)

‘Maryland and John is listed as a 27 year old blacksmith from Virginia, In Novvember
of 1850 a notice was put in the daily news paper saying that the friends and aquaint-
-ences of Henry G. Oliver, William H, Bordley and John Lamore are invited to the funeral

(11)

of the latter from Mrs. Oliver's corner of Zully and Call street. Henry Olifer i

the brother of Margaret Oliver who on January 19, 1852 married Wm. H. Bordley. Servic-
es were performed by the local deacon.(iz) |
| Margaret Oliver was born on September 1, 1829 in Savannah.(13)Her parents were
George and Sarah Ann Oliver. She had a brother named Henry and her father was from

Scotland and her mother was from South Carolina.(iu)ﬂer father George Oliver was brou-

ght from Scotland dying in the late part of 1853 and died on December 19th. . He is

buried in Laurel Grove Cemetary lot 106?.(15)



o~

a2

William and Mafgaret had their first child on September 15, 1852. Her nmpg wos
Alvarado Certrhde_Bordley.'On April 21, 1853 the citizens of Sav, mcﬁ to Toun o Hew

Loan Association., A resolution was passed that stock may be taken from the undersipncd

-

committee: James Sullivan, J.M. Guerrard, H.R. Fort, S.5. Miller and Wm. HE.'Eo-_:c-c-z_;:_._-;;..b('i?ﬁ

The Bordleys had another child born on December 1, 1854, This child was algo a gif} G

she was named Sarah Jane Bordley. Sarah Jane died on February 28,1856 the cause of death.

(18)At the time of Sarah's death the Bordley family was living aﬁ Blues

(20) .

was measelg,

(19)B1ues Range was located at 433-453 Barnard street, lot 33.

Range.

The Bordleys were blessed with another child this one also a girl named {1113~
amanina M. Bordley and born on January 8, 1857.(21)On October 6, 1857 William H. as
appointed {rustee of Alvarado in a deed from Sarah Oliver to Alvarade., In thé‘deed Sarah
.sold to Alvarado, through William, a slave girl named Isabella age 12. The price of the
girt was $5,00 and William was to be incharge until Alvarado was old enough to +take

(22)

over. I have been unable to Tind any later information on Isabella. On Decemher 1l
1857 William H. Boxdley bought, some lan?d from Thomas Norwood Ffor $1000. The land was
was known as lot 18 of Chatham Ward, William had bought the eastern half of this 1ot
bounded on the north by Taylor st., on the south by Wayne st., on the eaét by 1ot 19
y on the west by western half of lot 18,(23)
In the 1859 Sav, City Directory we find the Bordley family living at 2 Chatham
Square. In it William's occupation is listed as being a t&acksmith.(zu)On March 22,
1859 another child was born at the Bordley house. This time it was a boy and his name
=4
was John Scriven BordleyEZ%gis was the {irst boy born but nowhere near the last! The
1860 census showed the Bordleys living in the 3rd, district, The census shows Uilliam
as being a 40 year old master blacksmith with realestate value of $8000 and personal
estate value of $15,000, Margaret is shown as being 30 years of age. Alvarado is shown

as being 8 and Williamanina as being 3. John S. is 1 and his grandmother,Sarah Oliver

y is 68. Henery Oliver is also listed as 1living at the Bordley home. He is listed as a



(26)

38fyear eld overseer at a local railroad and being worth $100 Iu ihe 1860 Yo Higest

Mr- Bordley's 1and was 1isted as having $3000 worth of improvements, (2?) e

A sec?nd)son was born into the family on June 30, 1861 and vas naned Dilev “jﬂ,
29 : o

Bartow Borbley. I could no reference to Wm., H. Bordley serving in the army during.théi‘;

wﬁr between the states. I did Tind out that on October i, 1863 a article'was ;ut”ﬁn.‘

. the local paper thanking those who had contributed money for the relief of the vounded }
i_at Atlanta and Mrs. Wm., H. Bordiey was one of those who contributed. (29)0n DGCemberJ
: (30)

31863 a third son was born and he was named William FElliotte Bordley.

Death came calling at the Bordley home in the year 1865. First it clalmed young

-Ollver B.Bordley at the age of 3. On March 22, 1865 Oliver died of dysentexy and was .

“buried at Laurel Grove lot 106?.(31)A quote from Margaret O. Bordley's bible is as:-

‘follows: "Oliver Bartow Bordley departed this 1ife on March 22, 1865‘_
. was sick 17 days with thyford, desentary and measels his
suffering was of the most excruciating kind. He was 3 years
8 months 22 days old and enterd in Laurel Grove Cemetery.
Second son of William H, and Margaret Oliver".(32)

‘On October L, 1865 death also claimed Henry G, Oliver at the age of 43. The cause of
1s death was listed as conjestion of the brain. He was living on Walnut st. at the
ime of his death.(33)He was buried at Taurel Grove in lot 1068.(34)Sarah Ann Oliver

had died on Feburary 24 of the same year and was also buried in lot 1068. The cause

(35)

Eof her death was pneumonia.

On March 21, 1866 the Board of Health met ti appoint citizens to be incharge

ibf thelr wards. Wm. H. Bordley was appointed to be incharge of Chathanm ward.(36)1n

(37)

?ihe sumner of 1866 Wm. H, deeded his land to his wife Margaret. This could have

‘been done for tax reasons. The 1867 Sav, City Directory shows Wm. H. as living on the
h

[north side of Chatham Square and his occupation as being a grocery store orﬁner.(3 }
gpp Febuary 23, 1867 Mr. Bordley's store was .visited by four negroes who attempted to

;?Ob 1t, His store was located near Tattnall and Taylor streets. Policeman Charles




Sullivian caﬁe upon the fobbery and arrested one. Hhile scuffling with 1dn Lhe ofiis
.fell and at this time the negro fored his pistol, the Lall toking efToect In fho nhenio oo
of officer Sullivian, Two of the foﬁr negroes were arrested‘and identifisd oo Shates
ang Johnson.(Bg)

William was reaﬁpointed incharge of Chatham Uard on April 2, 1308 by ihe
Board of Healths(ao)On May'12,1868 he was selected to serve on the Grand'Jury;of the
Superior Court under Hon.W.B. Fleming.(ui)On June 3, 1868 Wm. Bordley van an ad in itho
paper to try an rent one of his houses out. The house was two-story brick, hascuont

(42)

with gas and water on the corner of Wayne and Barnard st. ’

Bordley's last child was born August 2, 1869 and was named Charles Rogors ﬁnrdlcgf
On April of that year Wm. Bordley had been appointed, along with four others, by the
Mayor for a special committee. This committee was to assess damages and to open
Huntington street, Gordon street lane and Gaston to Price street.(uu)

The 1870 Sav. City DMirectory shows ¥m. H. Bordley still as a grocer and living
at 110 and 112 Barnard street. (“5)In the "ebuary 17, iS?O news paper it shows im. Por-
dley was the assistant to the clerk of city market and he asked for an increase in
salary and got it.(46)The 1871 City Tir., shows Bordley =till at the same address on
Barnard street.(q7)wm. Bordley appearcd again on the grand jury list on March 24, 1871
and again later that year.(ua)wm. Bordley was again on the grand jury list in 1873. (19)
In 1875 Wm. Bordley was one of the magistrates for the Savannah Volunteer Guards.(50)
Farlyer that year Wm. Bordley was Deputy Clerk of Market+(51)

The 1877 City Dir. shows William living at 106 Barnard and his son John as work-
ing as a cierk at 62 Bay st.(52)William is listed in the July 4,1877 news paper as
having jury duty.(EB)The 1879 City Dir. shows that Wm. Elliott Bordley has a Jjob vork-

ing for N.B. Lester. Wm.H. is still Tieputy Clerk of Market and John S.Bordley is a clerk

4 .
at Torsett and Kennedy.(Ju)On July 27, 1879 illiott stopped a black man from stealiug.a



{ LIRS "‘

: F

bgttie from Mr., Lester's étore. flliott mave chase and was éhot at by ‘he Wlaock oo
John. started ﬁérking at the Central Railroad and is still living at ﬁbme st 106 Foyand
street.(ﬁs)ﬁhile Hﬁ. H. was busy being DPeputy Clerk of Markét his wife, Howorowet Ckk
Wa;‘busy with her iemperance club meetings.(j?)

The yeaf 18827brought a promotion to Wm. H. Bordley. His title was now Closi
of Market a very important job.(58)1882 also brought some new peopdle into ﬁhe-Bor&iey
family. On December 20, 1882 MR, Percy E. Uilson married Willlamania Bordley. On hoo-
echer 27, 1882 Uilliam Elliott Bordley married Miss. Catherine L. Barthlemessa(ﬁgﬂgnj
The 1883 City Dir. showé Elliott and John siorking at the Central Railroadg(ci)dh Apfilﬂ‘
26, 1884 John S. Bordley married Lula Yonge.(62)0n Tecember 9, 1886 Catherine B, Bordley
got a second verdict against Wm. Elliott Bordley toward a divorce,(63)The Bordley
fanily appear in the papers at least once a year for such things as jury duiy and fripa
but nothing really important. One important fact is that on May 3, 1889 John's oflice |
at the Central Railroad station got new curtains.(éu)Charles Rogers had goltten a joh
at the railrocad earlyer that year so now all three brothers were working at the rail-
road.(65)

On September 2, 1891 Margaret O, Bordley hought the rest of lot 18 for $764.48
plus back taxes from the Mayor and Alccrmen of Sav..(66)0n Tecember 1 of the same
year Margaret deeded to her daughter , Alvarado, part of lot 18 for $1.OO§6?)On Nov-
ember 26, 1895 Charles R. Bordley married Ophelia C, Hright.(ES)Everything vas going
great of the Bordleys until Um. H. died on Tebuary 2, 1905. At the time of his death
he was living 705 Barnard st. . The medical report said the cause of death was senile
decay. He was 8t and retired.(69)His Will stated that Alvarado, VWilliamanina, John,
Flliott, Charles and Margaret were his heirs. A1l were living in Sav, at the time ex-

cept for Williamanina Wilson who 1lived in #lorida and Wm, Elliott Bordley who lived

in Bivb County, Macon Georgia. The Will stated that all of his land was to go to Marmaret,



N
S

1s'wife. The chlldren were to get city bonds ranging From $1000 to $5000.‘Tnc %ota]

pount of all 'the bonds given equaled $16,000 worth of city bonds. The Will Vas Pllcd_

n Febuary 25, 1905. (70 )He was buried from the First Baptlst Church of Savannah 1n Wfi

(?1)

aurel Grove Cemetory in lot 1067.
Neath struck Mrs. Margaret 0. Bordley on July 10, 1905. She was ?5 years oi

:;f age when she died. The cause of death was listed as para1y51s.(? )Her Hlll sﬁated=

hat her husband gets the northern half of lot 18 on the southeast corner of Tdylor ”i

and Barnard, To Alvarado she left the southern half of lot 18 plus her personal uard-

obe. To Williamanina and Alvarado she left her household furniture and to Hxlliaman~§

a she left her feather bed.(?B)Margaret was also buried in Laurel Grove in 1ot

067.(7a)

On August 4, 1917 Charles R. Bordley died at the age of 48. (75) JHis Will stéte:
hat he leaves every thing to Ophelia.(7 )He was buried in lot 1067 at Laurel Groﬁe

nd was later moved by his wife to Hill Crestg??)Charles and Ophelia had three childr
harles Jr., George W.,and Margaret . .(78)Char1es R. Bordley is now living in Franc

nd is a world famous art expert. Georme W. Bordley was killed in action during W.W.1

(79)

nd Margaret E. Bordley Murray is now living in Bristol Virginia,

October 19, 1918 was a very big “Aay for Margaret E. Bordley and Fredrick V.

(80)

urray. It was thelr wedding day and they were married by Pastor L.R. Christie,

iiPhelia W. Bordley remarried around this same time to a Mr. Fred C. Wallis. f'red Hall

(81)

later owned his own paint store and "red Murray later owned his own lumber yard.

On DNecember 22, 1929 death took Miss. Alvarade Bordley. She was 78 years old
;?ﬂd the cause of death was diarrhea.(Bz)Her surviving relatives were listed in the
éPaper as John 3. Bordley, Charles R. Bordley Jr., Mrs. Margaret B. Murray, Mrs. Ethei
: - Hext and Mrs. Marguerite W. Schwaner.(83)Her Will set up a fund for her brother

) d;ed
;John to take care of him in his old age. When JohnYthe fund was to be divided up be-




nd her niece Ethel W Hext, (84)

John S, Bordley, last surviving child of Hllllam H. and Margaret O Bordley,

ied on March 28, 1930 from a short illness. He was 72 years old and had ' one son.(.5)'£ﬁ

n January 1, 1931 Ophelia W. Wallis lost her second husband and he was buried 1n ;T{fi

he Hill Crest Cemetary.(sé)Charles R. Bordley Jr. became very important 1n‘the art;fﬁﬁ

usiness and donated two paintings to the Telfair , here in Savannah.(a?)Whiié‘I-uaéf;fi

t the Telfair looking for them I noticed a painting of a early Bordley. It was.a por- .

rait of Miss. Elizabeth Bordley (1717-1789) done in Maryland by John WOllaston;(Ba)z,}

;Charles R. Bordley Jr., is famous for his work and research into the life of a painter

(89)

amed Ifrans Snyders and has written a few books on the subject. |
On June 16, 1956 Mrs. O.¥W. Wallis died here in Savannah. SHe was 83 ye&réfﬁlﬁ

nd living with Margaret Murray at the time.(go)She was buried betweén her two hushands
n Hill Crest. On November 9, 1964 Tred Murray died and was also buried in Hill Crest.(9
After finding all this information I started looking for a living relative of
ﬁ. H. Bordley. I tried to contact the brother of Fred Murray, but he was already dead,
o I talked to his wife. She gave me the address of Mrs. Margaret B. Murray and T wfote

er a letter, She wrote me back and I have enclosed a copy of that letter in my report.

Now that we have traced the Bordley family lets look at what happened to lot

8 of Chatham Square. In 1905 all the heirs of Margaret 0. Bordley sold their shares .
£ lot 18 to Charles R. Bordley.(%%)Then in 1909 Charles and Alvarado deeded the
orthern portion to Henreitt Fidderwitz Tor $45000. 93In 1914 H. Fidderwitz deeded it

o T.P. Weitz for $10.00.(9")Im 1918 Weitz Geeded it to E.B. Pinkney for $8000.,(95)
n 1919 H.E. Cook bought it for &10,000 plus $4,500 more to pay off a loan Pinkney had



i)

taken out on the land. (96)In a interview with C. Rogers Bﬁrdley in 93?,L¢1 Savanuat

he-sald the hou e on lot 18 is now a boarding house but hoped some (ay e *ﬁuld“ha

(9?)

estored Hell that day has come and I have included plctures of it in my JCD;Pb
to prove it. I really enjoyed doing this project and met a lot of lclpful pcopje W

are interested in our research prOJects.
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