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I comaeneed thle loveetlgetion, th# two mein
reference tcrnr of w.ioti are "the causea of early school-
leaving among Native children" and "the occupational
opportunities open to Native juveniles". In April, 19?77.
As my academic training was anthropological and my sub-
sequent field work mainly concerned with problems of
culture contact, I had flrut to familiarise uyeelf with
the organisation of a Native school and to ascertain
what records mere available. To this end I spent the
best part of n month at Bt. Oyprlane and Sit, tla/tdelenea,
the sc ilor and Junior divisions respeotlvel ' of a large
school of some thirteen hundred >u;)ils In aophiatown.

Ttid Investigation of record books proved dl-
eappointing. ?7 e ROCI reliable record* are those given
In the daily attendance registers. Those registers
are standardised, in use in every registered school,
and from them are taken the quarterly returns which the
principal of a registered school 1& obliged to lodge
within two days after the close of term. Tl*ere la,
however, no column for pupils' addresses, and accord-
ingly some teachers keep a record of the addresses of
their class while others do not. Most schools keep
admission reglatoie, althovffh t) eir accuracy and relia-
bility depend* greatly on the circuit Inspector and
varlcfe according as to wi ther the Inc »ector lays value
u >on thelr being up-tc-d*.te or not. uoae schools use
the same admission register as is u»cd European

/schools



eohoolt (from which the material for transfer cards Is
taken). These admlasloh regiatera provide columns,
inter axis, for the pu”lX’" *me, age, address, the
parent or guardian's ooou”ktljn, the Dnac of the last
school the child attended and the date at which the
pupil -»*se* each standard. The axtent to which the
required information is given under the various, head-
ings varies from school to school. The other type of
admission register, more generally in use in Native
schools, has far fawei headings, has no column for the
child's address, name of school last attended nor the
parent's occupation. It does make provision for en-
tering the dates at which the child passed tha various
standards, but ao this information is not noted in 1its
entirety, no satisfactory tables as to time taken to
attain certain standards could be compiled, Finally,
a ly book is kept. This varies considerably accord-
ing to the temperament of the principal, but usually
contains a fairly stereotyped account of the date of
term commencement, number of pupils enrolled, absences
of teachers, and events such as a visit to the Umpire
Exhibition or a school concert.

At the commencement of this enquiry [ was
informed that, as attendance registers are kept open
for a fortnight after term commencement, the teachers
at the end of that period visited the homes of all pu-
pils in the standards whose names appeared in the pre-
vious term's registers and who had not returned to
school. To ne this seened a unique opportunity of
obtaining the material I required, and as I was impres-
sed with the urgency of using this opportunity I drew

/up within



up within twenty-four hours |t questionnaire for the
ue« of teach*re when home-via.ting. At a staff meet-
ing of ten teachers I handed ovt these questionnaires
afUr ax ilalnLng the « and the )ur>>>8i for w-lot they
were to be used at length. The response was extreme-
ly poor. The teachers brought in fifteen qucotion-
nalroe of w ich five had to be discarded n< unreliable
as was evidenced by the manifest oontnxlictlono in the
answers to the queetlonnnire. Bubaeque.ntl.r an unem-
ployed teacher fro* Randfonteln brought mt over forty
completed questionnaires of wilch thirty-one, relating
to children who had left school* could be used. I
found thrt, although the tcaehero iroteesed to under-
stand the questions completely* the whole structure of

the queotlonnalre was too complicated and too wide In

Its scone. In audition, events moved that home-
vleltlng was by no means a regular procedure. Occas-
ionally teachers did visit the home of a child; fre-

quently the class in general was asked w nt *ac become
of ¢ particular child and the answer vouchsafed wee
accepted; and in tost cases. If a child on the pre-
vious tom's register did not return to school, no fur-
ther cognisaruu wen taken of the setter.

As an experiment, the questionnaire, with
suitable deletions, won submitted to tht pupils of
Standard VI and above at i/t. Voters and to the Stan-
dards VI and VI! pupils nt St. Ovoriane. In the lat-
ter school, I went over each queotloaaalix individually
with the subject. At St. Veters I took some class#*
and Vie teachers kindly set the cucationns”rt i to the
other,,. The greatest value in setting the questionnaires

/to

(I)3ec specimen copy. Appendix L



to ftchool children ley in a*e>e t'-u r afforded of

oontecting ocholere and of *b&*lining incidental nota-
rial nnd obr, reetionr on motion* i*.kcih, though not

eueoe”tible to etetietleel treateent, were rcr/ uifor-
satlwe.

Froe the dtenal fallart* of th< quectl rruielree
designed tr be un«d by teach#ms it boon”c a; “rent
that eho 't-cut *stlv>de of thla notire voiV -iot “rovliM
at with tty. material require I. twhool record*, al-
though an oocaoional rtnark r ic a» 'gyonc to fara* ‘ or
sworfcin * appeared o poaltc Vy nastm of 1 pi?11 wli'j-
drawn fr>* the attendance regiatce >r under the "renartcw
eoluam of the adailaeioo re -inter, were not muffle lently
unifv»yr- t 1 :ive roli&uie .nfomatlon. In no ech<K'l
were cich)nl ie v.vi reason* civ n for evfrf p: 11 vl»
had left m .a 1. In the majority of *eh»i« the cewaee
of ('eho>l leewtng wer< not rfcorded at all,

Aa nn ex eerieent. in SovesA”r, 11)7* X want
tltfiNCh the ,>reYi>ie tore*a m later# in ccnf< tvaee
xitfc all tlu Uwhtr* of a aohool in Alexandra fownahip
in order to at* if oonblaed di*ou»«ion wo-tld lea infer-
nation relating to larger nunbera of ehilvrcn than la
>0s**iMs by t te nethod of lullel ufll 1*we?'tL,otlon.
Onlr the m of the alt*-, n « -~ Ut r on wSiieM the
nwnea of t * pupii®* <ae>eetr waa ex <ea«d to view. In a
R'uJScr of cmatc tix leach#re* wutel tdi th# olt>rt tea—
chef, paeeed a pupil as beln ircecnt, wan the record
on th* oppoecite page showed Shat t';c pupil had been
wiV.drawn during the pravlott* ter , ihoubtlere the
extreae noblXit/ of tW eohool-uolng po>uleoe ie an
important eeuee of V.ie lac* of ontact, in all but ac-

tual tuition, between t eoner and pupil, the fact,

(I)In fact, even thle omt. t ic elir %when eo v rrd
with thr teach, m-pupll claaeroo* ncleti nehi? in a
Kuropewr alhcai.



too, that a Native principal 1)hae. In addition to the
duties Incumbent upon his position as principal, to
teach a elaae aaicee his work onerous and leavea him
little. If any, time to concern ui“oelf with such
school -natters as arc not obligatory. Finally, tlte
tradition of service and of true devotion to teaching
or, a profession requires nurturing in Native schools.
But with the present low salary scale for teaohere It
Is pevhaue presunjtuoue to expect Native teachers to
find the sur,tvnance for a healthy idealis u

As reliable material relot.n# to the causes
of rchool l.uv .4: co ild not be obtained rv record
books nor by meani of roup discussion wit:, teaohere,
I set about collecting my own material. At the

............................ A "inntn”?

(1) The Native irlnoipal of the Pimvllle Government
School is tlie only exception t , this rule in those
schools which I visited.

(2> A comment on the inadequacy of facta and figures
regarding Non-3uropeune le the Inevitable introduct-
ion to any Investigation of this nature. Of. lay
X. Phillips, "The Bantu in the City", p.

Of. also the followin,: statements:
"In Jonanneuburg there were 70,000 children running
wild because there were insufficient schools".
(Btport of address by Rev. A. A Wellington, i’vtaident
of Methodist Conference.) Star, 9-6-137.
"On the land there were 90,000 Native children of whom
IB,000 went to overcrowded schools. The other
72,0X) were ;rowln up in the gutter. Report of
speech b' Senator O.H.Malcomeee in deb its on Railways
nnd li«irboure P «rt Appropriation Bill. "Bmnta World".
1 -3-1938.
"Mrs. Denere Melts reminded her hearers that on the
Reef there are 80,000 Native children with nchooi
aooonmodation for lees than 20,000. "Star", 8-4-1938.
"The Manager of the Johannesburg Non-European Housing
and Native Administration Department stated that there
were in October, 1937. 40,000 children of school going
age in Johannesburg and only 14,200 of these have any
provision made for them in the wav of education.
T: la ie only 35.15" of the total." Rav E. Phillies,
"Die Bantu In the Oltv" iage 152.



ginning of May, 1937. Conferenoe rtlo 'elo. a Moro-
loU(* with Q good knoxsledi.*c of Ban* %lani lagta aa wall
an fluency in Sngiieh and Al'nltaane, beof-ne ayr inter-
>reter and reaearoh aaelatar.t. He aatrioulnted and
had one jrear*e aondezio traini.nA in Sdinburch. Bor
two and a half nonthe he nooo-manied Te dally in the

oovrac of tjt hose vLelta in the «eetnm Area and in

Orlando. For our firat twenty vielte we utiliicd
the gxuetlonnaire. Thereafter we diaonrded the
Qucotlonnaire entirely. Inquirloe, after die expla-

nation and an appeal for oo-operatlon had been wide,
were oonduoted in &# oonverentional a manner a# ?oa-
eible. Relevant queetiona were inserted, irrespect-
ive of order, at ¥Vm moat opportune Juncture. If

a quoet-on aroused visible op peltion, I did not per-
aist in the query and, if other approaches failed to
elicit the r wulrtd res ionee« I omitted it. These
Interviews ere taken down ae nearly verbatim as pos-
sible, tra »e ioeod onto type—written s sets and, later*
for sore prootioal handlln® tabulated >n printed
sheets,(l)one elieet per family.

A fter accompanying me for two and a half
months on home finite. Bctlcgelo oommehoeu indepen-
dent family investigations. At first I checked hie
reports dally and In ro doing oolntcd out omissions
which neoeoeitatcd return vinits. Later, his records
were cheoked and transposed at lengthier Intervals.
Oetlogelo's help proved very valuable, not only as

/interpreter
(I) Sec Appendix 11 for specimen oopy. Obviously
vep" few otp the bm€Ste were oow”letB# Ap will be
seen, -any of the questions refer to time periods

and it was extremely difficult to obtain dates from
informants.
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W end eaecieVint, but al#o ae inf rmsnt. He
o rvir;dac ay eeoietant until February, 1957, at
wbtah time ay enquiry wam directed torarde an cttrupt

to teneblieh the occupational opjortunltlcr for Native

CD

juvenile#.

The object of the family Inveetl”otlowa erne
to gain a# ooecolete a picture ae )Oaeiblc of the
child*a economic and eoclal background in a compara-
tively orlef epeoe of time. So-ne Intervlewr took
only half an hour and oihore three hoire. and longer.
In many oaeee the firat vieit had perforce to be ex-
plnnutory only, in order to give tiie Informant an op-
portunity of dlec lacing tie adrieability or othervlae
of givin,; Information with other evanbera of the houece-
hold. tit encountered a certain aer. mt of oy -oaitlon
but br enliet .ng t. e aup <ort of Informant" favourably
dlapoeed townrdr t. e enquiry, it was frec”sntly over-
come. In a email number of oaeee we were conelatently
refused an InV.rvU' or rejaled it.t a lengt' r and pal-
pably untrue discourse.

thether tnle extensive taetliotf of enruiry
yields result# eomomrmble with t one no laved by the
intensive method, whereby a sample number of families
1# observed for a lengthy periou ani every effort la
made to sin trust and confidenoc, la a very debate-
able point. I felt and atill eubalt that for an en-
quiry of this nature it is Imperative to eover a wide
area and contact, even if not Intens/ively, a large
number of fu lllea.(z) It is obv'oua that tula

/eingle-vialt

(1) See Section IV for method of approach.

%ok
a».l_m (2) The totnl number of families investigated by me
<% i and/or Setloyelo and school teachers, after making

/necessary

" pr'ifFinnn "V IHiwi R



neoeeeary cllmlnatlona. 1# only Uk, ande up of 100
ecaple urea, 159 eohool-learera, 28 tconoBiually
better and £8 faalllee for whoa qucationnalre 1 rae

filled out. Thla number may appear to be and ac-
tually U eiall and t,ie atatkatlcG U;.en fro - t cm
e~ffer from the eame defkoteney. I am acutely con-

acloua of theee email nunbsra ami feel Latpclle.; to
point out - In extenuation but not in Justification -
that it wae tapoeeible in the tlar and with the fa-
elllt ee at ay diepoeal. In view of the difficulty of
traoi1” families and of the time waets>;e due to ferret-
ing Informants out, to Investigate greater nunbers of

families.

eingle-vielt method of inveetigatlon, looking the
oloee er-eekin. of more intensive studies, opens the
say to considerable inaccuracy and evasion on the part
of Informants. Tic diversity of n.tbjeete disc issed*
however, and the cross-check whioh diaounecionu of
various aspects of family affairs in t eaecelvee pro-
vldf/d make me confident of reasonable oduracy and
oonfomlty to fact. A number family reports

were Alsoan.because statements on the same subject
bit relitee in Aiff(rent eentexta were econtred' tory.
A number of families 'rere investigated at intervals
of several montue, reports being tmfcen fron different
members of the family. The manner in which such re-
ports ooirobvf ted eaoi other provided welcome proof
of reliability.

In the majority of cases the aotiier of the
family wae the infoniuit, frequ* itly noe.sted by an
ad hoc council composed of n grandmother and such
children and other relatives as were present. The
father of the fvnil? wam the infomast in only a
email number of cases, as trie investigations generally
took plac* during the week at which time most men are
at work. Setlo elo made Investigations on Sundays
among those families only in wnloh both tother and
father were absent on rmplonbent on all week days.

/T reotrioted
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»or?ce Ooeh

X reotrioted *y visit# on Smturds' afternoons and #un-

aaya to thoee fsallies with whoa I was sufficiently

acquainted to know that ay proeenoe during such tines

woola be welcome.

and private -

From cmong s number of schools - both sided

I visited,

the following twelve register-

ed schools were selected as a sample representative of

the various districts

Cyprians >
,t. Mary Magdalene J

Mry's Aagl

fjvern” -nt Native

ex.Xaalf-amated

jhelr

1

"s

Anglican
]%Stgclﬁcall{neformed Church
Anglican
Methodist
American 3oerd Mission
halvation Army
eit. School Board
Roman Catholic
AM.S., Zionist,

Sontu Methodlet
Methodist
Roman OuShellC
Anglloan

of Johannesburg!

Ho.
Sophiatown 591
dophlatown
Sophiatown
Orlando
CrlnndO 55b
Snat.N. Township
Sast.N.Township 191
PiWilK 1242
Plaville 259

Alexandra Township 515
Alexandra Township u93
Alexandra Township 19*1
Rosrttenvills 337

I wee glW . access to the attendance registers,

terly returns,

schools.

to schools,
rage ages arc taken.

term ending March 25th.

for this

the case,

sequence.

Fro

number of teachers,

ter* were not available,

admission and log booica in all

these

theae records the tables referring

withdrawals and ave-

Records were taken for the
*hen attendance registers

wnich was rarely

I had to take the register nearest in time

From all theOS schools, with the

/exception



(2) That olese average » ea vary vtry greatl" la evi-
denced by the teblee for Individual aeltaola yiven In
ApsMtndlx 111. Vie following average ages for four
terae given in the quarter! vretuma of the Piavllle
ttovemae.it School (the only Native aohool which, as
It uvaec the eaat. forms at Suropean aohoola, lo obliged
to give ererage age# in I"B quarterly return#) ehow
that there la no regularjprogreaai >n ($1*e) froa tern

to term.

Term ending Tern ending
10.11 10.2 10.8
12. 12.8 12.6
13.9 13.11 13.10 12.11
14. 15 13.10 14.U
15.4 15.6 14.5
16.1 16.3 17.11

. 16.11

exception of t e PlsvIll# Oover iaent, tee Outoh Re-
formed aohool in Oophintown and the Roman Cctholle
aohool 1#1 Viivilie, llete of the name# and adrirecaee
of children who hr>d c¢’tr or been withdrawn during term
ti te or who “.ad fail'd V, r turn to aohool at the
commencement of the then current ten# were requested.
Three other eohoole in Alexandra Townehlp - those

conducted by the Owl## Mieelon, the Lutheran Church

and the Oh-uroh of tiie Province - also provided nuoh
H ate. The idr.leelon register of the Pimvllle Go-
vernment Qchool, in wtilch ell adoreaece are recorded, lI‘
in itself provlued the information I required. At '

this eehool all oupil# who have been abnent for eight
week# arc withd-awn and arc entered In t e admieelon
re.tirtcr ae l.»v:ing left. Pirtocr nore the dute of
leavin. o: all children who figured on the previous
term's register nnu did not r<turn is recorded in

/the admission
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eddrroeee, we:rc not xlven. T.ir aeoormtr for the
fact that nub-etnndnrd ohildren arc not proportion-
ately represented. Furtl emore, faulty adereeoee
and raawveU aooounte* for the very rapid ahrinkese
af these freqiently lengthy lists. In Orlend> tnd»
to a very limited extent, in Alexandra the llste
von by principals wore eupplewented by lists

of Senown

nchool-Uavere compiled by Ideation inaunas an.l a

Health Goa ittee olerk respectively. Hare a tin

faulty adoresees out the lists down to about one
quarter of their ori Inal len,;th. In addition to
ohildren traced from lists supplied by schoolw and
by indunas, this group whU I call the "sc iool-
leav, re’”group also includes the faillier of a num-
ber of juvcnllefi u’:o were casually rnoountercd dur-
ing -V location vrinde and who w«-e prepared to give

their home addreeoec.

In order to sac victher the jjrou? of school-

ICBTere' families prorentcd any obwe vable diflerenoe

from what could be clarsed no a normal caction of the
urban :*ative community a sample selection of a hun-
dred families m Orlaudo was mode the subject of a
similar invaatlgaticn. Orlando woe chasen as the

venue for the cample for a nuabrr of reasons. Kven

in June, 1977, wit.i a population of about twenty thou-
sand - a papulation wlileh wee swelling weekly - it
was t i largest municipal location in Johannesburg.

It is pin,-Vied eventually to neeeamouatc eighty thou-

sand Ifati.v a there and Orlando /ill undoubtedly be-
come tn& Hatlvc urban city of the future. In ad-
dition. owing to t e uLstimoc >f ten miles wtilen se—
aretes It fro* the centre of Jo anueaburg, it is
far wore self-contained than t e eetem or astern

/N ative



Matlve lo*'- In thee# latter Vnmehip*, to

quote ' < fxaaple, children need not neecacerily

and do not all nttand a aohool In the location.
T>« »c oola In Martindale ana doDhlotom Ora* a lar«ja
proportion oV tielr puplla fro-, the western KAVIVX
~OCAViOS. Pisirllle vna excluded »a It* eventual
fate 1* under review and ha* yet to be decided upon.
I d&d not follow the orthodox aaaplin*
aethod of aalectln one house In forty or fifty, a*
the uarcnay be. and eo coveringthe whole location.
I was ooneemed only wltl faalllee *n vhloh tl.ere were
children of seven and orer ana excluded from the eam-
,le childless families, families In which the Child-
ren were helow school—golng age and faniilee In wfiieh
all the children werr resident in the co mtrr.
hence, ao the locstian office records cannot be used
as a guide, it would have been lipoe iblc to com-
pute the cameling ratio In advance. Furt .erwore,

much tine would hnvc been spent umroductlvely In co-

vet inr ’istnnces in the large area which Orlando
COWw -A* in aind the fact thatmany fanillea
ha< A#*tod six and seven tlaee until an in-
formant tould be found on the premises. A fter dis-

cussion with Jie S'tperintendant and head Viduna,
/tiiree

(I) The location cords, one of which Is kept ™or esoh
house, show the com>oeltion of the family group wnen
the house was first rented. 3ubseqvent alterations,
such as the arrival of relstiver or of children who
had been left in the country or the sending of e .Ho-
ren to th< country, are not shown. In rone ounce a
man, on leaving Orlnndo, hands over the souse to a
friend without reporting to the office and re-reglc-
tratlon Is not effected. On checkin, t rough Use re-
cords of ay ar. pie fir.uip families with tise location
office cards, I found many cares in which there was
no correspondence whatsoever between t e two.



three different nreae In tlie location were selected
for the wangle. One area in inlthe olueet pert of
the location, having; Wen in existence mince 1932;
the aeojnd area ham been in existence two and e half
yet>re and the third one year. At the tiwe the ea»-
ple war taktn, Orlando had no specially dcanroated
arear, which oou3.d be defined as *ree.xrotable" and
"quiet* or as "diarcputable" ae is the oaee in the
leatern Native Loontion. Slice t)ie rcaoval of tna
Inhabitants of Prospect Township to Orlando, this
position, according to the testimony of residents of
five yearc standing, may have changed. Later in
the year, twelve of tLeae families, recently removed
from Prospect Township and settled in the then newest
part of tna locution, were included. Altogether
ooae two hundred families wore interviewed for the
purpose of ti le ear tic of whoa, after ahixdlcaa fa-
milies, families with children under the age of seven
and these With all their children resident in the
oointr/, end dubious Informants had been excluded,
one hundred families for-xed the final "sample group"«
A small group of twenty-eight families

comprise toe "econaxic lly-seourer" group. These
included all families with children over the age of
erven living in the married quarters of the f.N.L.A,
and Robinson Deep compounds, and families living in
Alexandra wfiom Ambrose Koatei, a elorx on the Health
Committee and well no muintcd w.tit oondition* in th*.
T ownnhlp, referred ae to as being "better elase"
and"well-off'. The male heads of the families liv-
ing in the co totm.i?! com from £3.10.0. to £10.0.0.
per month; they pay no r>nt and, as they are given
free rations, their food expenditure is very small.

A 1th



WISh e ich 'iv.vantit.ee the enanot but be Pr * rded n#
be "'n® neonouAoaUr favoured. Tiie bbtk: '"'Wthji* of
inreattgatlon by intepview vaa applied to theBe fa-
slltee.

*1th twelve fa.itliee I had more Intensive
contact for ocrlode varying fro?3 three nonthe up-
wards. To two families Mr. Hstheb*- introduced is,
and they introduced me to their friends in tne sane
or other locations. With eoie women Xbuilt up a
relationship of frieedahip after seeting them initi-
ally at a family investigation. for three months
I visited so >e of tltsaa home* very frequently - at
periods cv«' i haily. T>« relationship then estab-
lished has continued to date with five of these fa-
milies. Contact witi these families - and here
*gain it woe the women with whoa X chiefly associetad
- assisted greatl' in eoopteaimttng the bald outlines
obtained by rapid and comparatively numerous fa illy
investigations.

Apart from planned family investigations,
ev<ry effort was made to contact Juveniles found
playing in the streets, congregated at shop corners
or going errands In the locations. Such juveniles

were suspicious of my motives and 'enoe on the whole
unreliable as informants. Many were prepared to
disease school-leaving reasons, hietorl of employ-
ment and personal qucntlone, but not eion matters

a ¢ the economic position of their families. Their
evidence, the bul/t of which could not be checked as
they were usually not prepared to give their home
addresses, has been used with reserve. But In their

general comments, they greatly illuminated far me the

/attitude



attitude of urban youth. A

In Vobruary* 1936, a queetlonnalre »ne
aubmIttad, by claae taachers, to all P'viile attending
3tand»rda V and VI at tlie Plirlllc Government 8ohool
and at the four large Hatlve ee)u>ole at Alexandra.
These two townnhlpa were ehoeen ae t <€ venuv fir thla
experiment as In theat two areae the Motive populat-
ion la oompoaed of atand-ownere and tenants, a dif-
ference which, it le generally accepted, reflrota a
difference In economic pealtion.

I alao offered priaece for eaaaye on aet
subject# to children In Standard VI or above at »t.
Patera, the Plsvllle Government dchool and three
fjohoola in Alexandra Township. The following title*
were given;

(1) Why children leave School.

(2) why | £ to School.

(3) *y Rome.

(U) Hf Parents.

(5) that I Intend to be wren I leave School.

(f) How I spend my day.

Thu teacher# who aet tiie essay# vert aaked to give
no further directions to the children beyond stating
the title and In Ho. ( ) emphasiaUv the rord "Intend
a a oontraetcd with "vlali".

To supplement the material obtained from
family inventlgations, peruoal of school records and
fro* qaeetlonnolree, 1 had interviews with numerous
aonool principals and teachers, with Advisory Buard

/me mbsre

(I) tee epeolaen copy. Appendix U.



aentbere and with many Kuropeane and African# had
been recoaaended to m ea observant and enlightened
ooacnentatore on preeant-day urban conditions. In
the oouree of these interviews. Juveniles formed the
central theme{ edueatlon of children, their recreat-
ions, their attitude towards parents and authority,
their growing insubordination, employment, unemploy-
ment and occupational op >ortimitlee. Otuer aspects
of urban Native life, such as the necessity for the
aotlier to go out to work on account of the low wage
scale obtaining for men, the number of unmarried
couples llvini together and unsatisfactory »arltal
conditions in general, were discussed in their relat-
ion to the Juvenile problem.

Location super! itcndante likewise granted
me the courteoy of Intervie a and gave me such data
as at their disposal. Kiss *e Janlso and Mrs.
Henderson of #ftx Welfare Jepcrtnent helped me by
placing such Information as they thou”-ht useful t#
me at my disposal. Labour Department and Trade
Onion o fficials were most helpful. Mr. Wk Gordon
in especial assisted me greatly with Information
and advice and tr. M Qluc cmann read part of the ma-
nuscript in draft. Mr. E. Loppert assisted ao In
preparing the sheets onto which the family records
wete transferred. He dec compiled 'any of the ta-
bles given In Weetl3ns J and L» To all t esc, both
European and African, too numerous to mention indi-
vidually, who so generously gave :e of their time,
their Interest and their advice 1 sake grateful
acknowledgment,

My grateful thanks arc due to the Natl isl
Bureau of Educational and Social Research for finan-
cing this investigation. To the Adviser of the

/Institute
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Institute Of laee *elativ«*», Oenetor ThclnaXt Jonee,
I express «y gratitude for hie velumble seeletanoe

in eui'seeting iinee of approach and methods of enquiry
end for the interest and helpfulness which, despite
the preeoure of hie work and the wltifarioueneee of
his eotlvitiee, he so readily extended to me. And
finally I wish to record my debt of gratitude to

Mrs. A.W.noemlef who read part of the manuscript in
draft and gave me the benefit of her eug”estlone and
erltlola*. In this inveetigatlon, as in all ay pre-
vious fork, Mrs. Moernle' has given is encouragement

and he generouo interest.



The blolegloal family conaietlnj or mother,

father and ehildren la the baaie unit of all known

human aocletlea. It wea ihe baaie social unit of

Bantu society in ite tribal etate lontf before Euro-
peans anti their culture had come to impinge on it.
It is qo to-day, botii in the oountr' and in the towns.

But even if, basically, the stricture of the family

remains the came, its rurnl and urban eettinja are

0o different ne to react on relationshipo within the
family.

Under the Bantu tribal avatea it was usual
to find a homeatead composed or a man, hir wife or
wives, hie none with their wives and children, un-
married daughters, a nunbei of other relatives and
possibly also unr Inted dr jt :d*»'te. Amoni the Rgunl
peoplse the homeatoad was likewise the local group.
In olden day? the houaetiold Troup or 3361 * ~o,' the

If*runi contained twenty to forty adult .em relatrd in

the paternal line. To-day the(averse jQII *ky
to contain four or five adults. Amon,; the not o
peoples,villages, ranging from t. e email village of
Baeotholand to the large atad of Beohuanaland, are
found in place of the Hguni homestead. "The inhabl-
lantr of a moSae (village) are mostly rel«,tivee and
/ehleily
(I) A winifred Hoem le, "Social Orgaulsation in "the

Bantu—apeaking Tribes of South A fricn". id. . chapera,
page 75.



chiefly in the jiaternnl line though not neoemwarlly
ao. Xech close group of relatives buildn Its hata
round the lemakrn or oettle kraal, so that in a large
village the Individual groups can be dirtlavished
by the little paths”separating the different hamlets
from one another."

The Individual family then, nmang both
Sotho and Kgml peoples, despite the present day ten-
dency lor t » Itomestead to decresee in slue, dome
not form an isolated u.iit. ilthin t,»io homent d
the child grove up in a group composed of brot.ere
and sisters, physiological and olneeifiastory. Te
principle of senlorit; is ver/ strongly marked, more
especially emonp; the XffUni, and although the child
owes respect to the eiblin”a senior to him, he In turn
Is paid the tribite which hie seniority dertaids froei
those yountl'tan him* To what extent this icohan*
ism of giving and receiving respect reacts on the
child lust be dateruined by the peyeholOGlet. The
probability, however, is that t is compensator me
chanlsa, by allowing the child a certain acount f
prefiti e anti authority and the general inflation of
self esteem, deflects the hostility end resentment
which continual submission to authority is bound to
evoke.

ulthin the homestead the child is surrounded
by relatives. Most of them, as the oonfigueetton of
toe society is emphatically patrilineal, are relatives
of Ms father, more especially his father* s brotnere,

/to whom

(1) Ib!d, paje BS
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I11 8 to whoa the ohild **u»t accord penpeot and obedience.
°ca But the nothei**a relatives are by no meana eom:>letely
out off. They are frequent visitors to the ehild'e
art heme, and many a ohLid spends yenre at his mother* *
W tgf home. The original home of hie mother often pro-
IPO11 vides an asylum to a child who for one or another
reason has run away from the parental home. To his
e.'SoS jaotarnal relations the child stands In a ver Jtiler—
XOtrub ent relatlonslilp from that to his paternal relations.
i #oa The relationship is freerj there is less constraint
0 'Hs and restraintj it is Jocular. The mother’s brothers,
la uns in especial, are indulgent and kindly to thv r sister’s
child, and the g ndpnrenta, tsntln* the Jo’e without
Blaring Ve renponsibillty of r,:ariih their daughter’s
en#o ohlldrcn, spoil the a.
Much emphasis in literature la laid upon
lai »i
+20iU the closeness of the bond vhleh unites Bantu itother
1 and child. There Is no doubt that the mother Is-
pa vlehea an extraoruinnrlly indulgent and lender ear*
on her auoklln; child. The patience of the Bantu
mother fnr exceeds that of tht, European w-ther, and
ilnh& @
the Bantu child, during « lengthy lactation period
bxtendIni up to Lirea JMsnrs, < a tnr nilder re-
ifw gime titan the Europe»n child. Vue Bantu baby, com-
'jlt(f)l_lfa pared with the European baby, is loved in kindly in-
ad"v* . .
i om dulgence. There are no rigorous hours of feeding
for the Bantu infant; nor is there any iislotenee
htan « on bodily cleanliness until he can walk. 'How
isos should a child understand?'", asks the motner. then
ftid to he erlee, he la given the breast, no matter how often
he voices hie demands. lie is continuously nursed
#2 1 )

/in  warm
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In war* oeoarlty on hlc wother* m beek or In tt«e arw#
of hi« mother or another relative. But when the
period end# there appear# to be a aharp
br# c¢ in the aother-ohild r. iati nehip. Ueually
another baby ie bom at aboit, thio ti’»e. Hi# ehild -
now aged two to three jreore - ie turned over to an
older ehild who note a# hla nurse and ie -sainly res-
ponsible for him.

I do not seen to Inply that the mother o
love for her child leeecne * th his increasing yenrs.
But t e open expression of this love oeaaes. Bantu
behaviour patterns in general do not encourage demon-
atrativcaess. Hisband and wife obs<rve all decorua
in the preeenoe of others, and tne »od«rn Bui’opean
pattern of behaviour between husband end wife whioh
allows of superficial Intlaaolea in publio and he#
even developed a Jar on of endearing terms wouM be
considered in the worst of bad taste in Bantu society.
The tendency of young Africans in urban areas to «"jp
ar* in arm, to call eaeh other by luropean pet nameo
end even to kiss in public is very revolting to tie
older generation*®

Towards the father the child shows obedi-
ence and deference, sonetiner ©vtn admixed eith ewe.
Towards the mother the child’s attitude is lees con-
strained but. although her love be great, she doe#

/not

M) According to Mrs. Henderson the Southern Ootho
believe, that n child la only waUr till it walkn

.w 5
en ter the spirits and court disaster.
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(1)
not eneo'iPBite fe.iill'irlty and oonfidenoe.

lain
cuyhseie Ilea on reepeet and obedience. The friend-
ly relationship of eaey camaraderie and confidence
between p.rent and child - an ideal of behaviour aoo-
erdim: to modern teaehtnge(Z)- le not foxmd in Bnntu
eocltty. Townrdfi the paternal relative? ecnlor to
the father the demand for rerpect la inereneced.
Towards paternal relatives junior to the father the
insistence on respect is lens, deference Is toned
down. But 1c is the maternal relative# '*ho temper,
the severity of the behaviour pattern between pnrente
and paternal relatives and child. Their relation-
ship to the child ha# far lena of authority in It,

far mort’ of playfal and easy familiarity.

/The

I.1a; Otherwise U« child would think that he le thw
equal of hie parents.

(2) Although prment day literator# deal* ******%*

mary.



The ohlld In gradually moulded to the norms
of the eoeicty In which he lives b e« tliecee different
eete of $wenrie. He pmye recpect to those in author-
ity over hi.il on the other hanu, ht hoe an outlet
for hi* denande for fmwilierity and he i» likewiae in
s position to demand reapeSt fro* those Junior to his.
The whole eyeten appear* to he bal->neeti and to allow
of the espreooion of the child*,, natural deeirce with-
out undue thwarting! or repression.

The whole sotting of the biological fsmlly

la completely different in a large induetriolired ur-

ban nrc-o like Jonanneeburg. Here the immediate f»»
ally so .olotin of husband, wife and children, forsi
en individual unlU U Hvee in its own house or

room, sum undemb - other eislKurl/ constituted :bmi-

lle «. If relatives live nearby, thla le usually
fortuito ta, not d,slimed. Urban conditions,, in
which a family has littlt echoiee but to take a vs-

oant house in a locution or a vacant room in a clan-

yard. sake it nearly impossible for relatione to set-
tle In does proximity to «noh other. Henoe, al-

though kinship sentiment has by «o means broken down
among urban Natives and kinship bonds do survive to

an almost eurpriiling extent, the fact that they are

/not
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not relnforoed by local bonda ham dlerupteethe prnc-
tlcul eolldarity of tlxe extended family.

In Johanncnburg the family unite oS the aiae
kinship group havt been torn aeundcr. The individua-
llaa of the family - now beginnin,; Inercaaingly to ahow
itself in aarktrd form in Individuals too - is one of
the major differences between urban and rural lantu.
The interdependence of the kinship group living and
working together in a homestead no longer exieto. The
wage-ecamera, absorbed by the Industrialism of Weetern
culture, function as independent unite. It ic true
that relatives still help each other very greatly, es-
pecially in times of distress. A certain religious
interdependence exists in that the male head of the
family must or should act as officiator wher. cacrifioe
is offered. The strength of adherence to ecuoh cus-
toms, however, varies greatly nnd the exlgeno”ep of
urt>an life have caused a relaxation of what used for-
merly to be strict rules of procedure. A certain
amount of visiting between rural and urban kin takes
place and children arc often sent for a period to the
country and vice vuaa. But despite the numerous

/exceptions
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eyocytiAne which arc foTind, th* fa"illy conaietlrv;: of
father, mother and children ie the atock unit in ur-
ban arena. It ia an economic xmit and very lorgely
Independent of itf. kin for other eurpoeee aa well.

fhe parent—ehild relationeui > in urban arena,
as far aa . can judge fron txe literature and from
dlrouRRLone with field workera in rural areas, does
not differ fro-, the rural pattern. There is the case
all-e»braoln(/ indulgence of trie auokll or.lid, al-
though there is n tendency in urban areas for the lao-
tation period to be curtailed, chifcfly for eoonoaic
reaeone. T a onue sharp break at weanin/ oocura.
Ther# h fter t..e parent demands obedience and deference
from the child, but not trust and confidence. The
parent's attitude towards the child le strict, stem
am unbending. Only rarely did I encounter famllico
in which tiie mother mrde any attempt to levol the
difference bet\ cen her children ond herself by encou—
raging discussion with them and by attempting to enter
into their Interest# and to understand their problems.
And theac notitera vere quite exceptional women, great-
ly advanced anti in a measure incomprehensible to the
average town-dwcller. The father, who leaves early
in the uwornlng and returns home from him work late at
night fatigued and tired, does not come into contact
with him children very much dtrln ¢ the week. Over
th* -week-ends, when many of them are free, they in
most ceres look for lelr ire-time entert«isiraent or
complete rest a ay from t it disturbance of the

/children.

( L1 P*Micula” described tlie



children.

when young* children are not greatly disci-
plined. Provided carry out the orders given
the* by their parento - to carry this or brinr that*
to go to the shop on an errn id, to oarff s aeseage to
e friend - they are left to play at their will. They
have the aaae duty as In the country of loo'tln after
younger children, but tiiere arc no defined age seta
ae In Vie country. The play groupn of the children
change frequently. In keeping with the floatln cha-
racter o' the urban population.

yfc*4 tin. ohlid la older, at about ten to
twelve years of ae, parent# start feellnr painfully
swore of unrultnere and Insubordination. Tiie usual
mod;/ to which they turn Is punishment. Children
ure V-reatened with beating; although I do not be-
lluve that parents beat their ohlldnm as rmoh as they
threaten to dc or ur oftem am Vtey salntsln. Vie very
threats incur Vie hostility of the child In Increas-
ing degree. %hen the parent is confronted with the

problem of the unilccl;,lined adolescent, the a tumtlon
has got beyond parental control. Punishment, es-
pecially excessive punishment, la dangerous beoauece,
as the parents well know, escape fro* U.e home la easy
Olrle can enter doucetic service or for* am alliance
with a inn who will offer temporary sup ort. 6
can take employment or, shat 1« probably more usual,
ean*n sufficient to keep themselves by part-time oc-
cupations or in a number of shady waya, such ## gam-
bling, actlnr as imthmMatbl (i.e. he birice an* in-
earths liquor for t. e Illicit Grower and takes u;»*.

/him self



hlaeeir the rte>: of erreet), or tAkint; part In the
stolen goods trade.

The “orent-ehild relationship which appa-
rently functioned e.«tief«-toril, in tlit country ie
ill suited to urban eondltlonp. Its ctrlctneae 1is
usually not tempered by tlie mlldncsa of the relation-
ship to th< aatemal relationm, due to b>e isolation
ef the fanll' in the urban enviroruaent. If paternal
relatives do attempt to interfere in the rearIn. of
the children, cuoh interference usually takes the
fora <ff strict control. The children resent it and
question the relative's right to exorcise authority
over the % Were t'u; naternal graudaother lives
with the family, the mother usually #ah#i# use of her
freedom to engage for longer period* in wage earning.
The grandmother aooortilngly, has pra“tioully sole
eharge of the children, end in thr cxtreiee of her
weak indulgence loses all control over tiea. Kany
informants have pointed out to nc the bal effects
on the child of e grandmother's upbringing. In
other words, if the system la to work, the various
behaviour patterns must complament ench other.
Yaphasia on strictness and control alone creates op-
position and revolt.

The difficulty of the parent-child relat-
ionship is further increased ov the difference in
outlook. Children reared in an urban environment
are subject to influences which have not affected
their parents. Their attitudes are different!
their knowledge, both scholastic and worldly, is

/elder.
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vidor. The gap between parents and children, erec-
ted by Ineletenoe on authority and due distance be-
teeen the two. Is further widened by the fact that
parents and children often live In two different
worlds. In Suropean society we hev< oently wlt-
neseed and are perhaps Just emerging from a phone

In which children had developed new attitudea and a
totally different wtitanaojiauun,' froTi t air parents*®
Even If the "revolt of modem voith" la not strictly
comparable In Kuropran and BanLu nociet. *, the diver-
gent development of Bantu youth haa done much to In-
oreaee the difficulty of on alirtedy unsatisfactory
parent—ehild relationship. A healt2iy nmpnnlonship
has no place in the average Bantu hetn*  * the relat-
ionship between parents and children.

Although parents love thelr children and
often make great sacrifices to give the* comforts
and education, this affection is not shown. "Co
far »b I can .»e my parents love me very much but
don't want to show me that they love me very much",
%ites one child In an essay on “Ity Parents". A
typical comment fro* ar. essay on the same subject is
the fallowingi "I can nee that my parents love me
because if they did not love me they would not have
made me big and sent me to school to be edhieated,
bought for me clothes, support me and give ne money
for so tool fees". In nearly all of the essays
great emphasis is laid on the prime necessity to
obey parents. "Those (children) who aa- their
parents hate them is because the* don't obey them",

/1s a
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is « etcnlftcnnt *#o0#" eoment. In practically
every en*n the ohildrtn stated that their parents
loved them beeetUNi they gave then food, clothes,
sohool feea, etc. r ere vac constant expression of
gratitude for these material thlnnr mid of a conse-
quent otolk'ntio?) to look after parents Wen they wre
aured. But t ere vna a laok of va-—tM add of a fee-
ling of express*d love nnr eonaanionshlp between pa-
rents and children.

Oreat ntrenn is laid upJB the usefulness
of n child in the hone. Often childless families
arc lent a ohLid by rcintions "because there te no
one to send". In thf cpra®“o or. 'T'or I airnd nsy
Days" the great number of domestic tasks m“Aioh the
children >erfor' 1 clc.rlf shown. The essay# show
no agirit of resentment at the imposition of these
taaVe. Neither do the children show any open rey

sentrKnt at tfelr inferior statue in the home.

/They
ii"Sn'Kiss-: mitn;: 1:"/8@61@?‘ *
an question™. oran a €r woman aros€ and,

helpless fashion, recounted a particular case-history

su ,r % 5 ] bu « )

one wonan, none had considered anr other ap,jroac .
apart fron punishment, of dealing with recaioitxu»nt
children. They mipeered to regard my suggestion of
tr/Uij to win a child's confidence instead of ar-
dsnilng the heart by punlnisenfvlith 1- Ure’t an

?2?7"ALthoUi$h in eome families adolescent children
take their meals with their parents, it is 00mnon to
find even wage-earning children onlv eating after

t eir parents hmve been served.



They accept the gulf which eeparntes tiei fro? their
parents as a roraal situation* Articulate reeent-
'neat la only called forth when they ace their friends
enjoying greater frecdor and nore luxxir5.ee than they
do thetaelves. Tien Viey ask why other chlldrer
should he allowed to go cot after dark, or attend
dances and olneaas when their own parents forbid t em
such diversions. As a nuibcr of ohildrecn have wres-
ted such freedom thoaeelvces fro x their parente, and
as In a nuadier of families parcntr mke little or no
attr r;jt to ciroiyneoribe the activities of their chil-
dren, soh discrepancies in isrental treat lent are
beeamin,: more marked and caune considerable ferment
among the more strlotlr controlled children* But
r-;. If resentment is not greatl r articulate, even If
hostility is not openly expressed, I am convinced
that the sternness of the parental attitude is the
root-cause of muon unrulineee and lack of discipline
among urbnn children; It Is tW price that Is paid
for repression, even unsue eemful repression.

Under tribal conditions the Informal and
unaystcmntiaed eduoution of the youiit: culminates In
a formal and Intense training given in Die initiat-
ion school, "at the period of transition from child-
hood to moult life and of admission to full member-
ship of t < group”. According to Mrs. Krlge,
"every Bantu child, in addition to the education re-
ceived in his own home.... passes through at least

/one

(1) Dledrich Westeraann. "The A frican To-day." p. ?0Q.



one end sore often sore than one eehool'. Anone

nany tribe* olreosoleton te a eonetltoent part of thr
Pr e Initlotlon ritual. But it le only one element In a

lengthy oouree of trainlnt: deeLmed to Impact to the

Initiate knowledge of and rrapeot for the value* and
fcZblute standard* of his eoolcty. There are likewise. In
rural area*, girl*' puberty eereaonlea, both for In-
dlvlitivalo and for i-roupe, and oehoola, eecoh a# the
tyale, during whloh tlse girls are given a certain
amount of Instruction In tiic dutlee t ey v1ll be
called upon to fulfil a* eduUe and are node to eon-
fom to certain nodee of behaviour, often rltyal be-
.-.nvloir, v-lc 1x-r ' ' onte trc Vv n statuu
whloh has occurred.

In Johannesburg this final period ol eyete-
natlc training, wit it* dramatic ritual esphaalolm?*
the change from ohllditood to adulthood, la a*tre”|M |
rare. Bos* families - ttone belonging to tribee
which pre ea oircuwoloion - eend tlielr eons home to

the ooun at tlie tlse of puberty In order to attend

an initlav ® aohool there. Initiation eohoole
Ci *

9

are

conducted eve./ year In Vus eart' winter month* on the
Opvn vtld near Pinvllle Tosnahtp. I net thr<it or
the boy* who had attended one of these ochools In

1957, but I was unsuccessful ir ay effort* to trace

other Informant* and so 1 t t materiel on rhlot

to base a complete nocount.
Title school, which ay thr«» informants

attended, econalated of one 3otho and eckihteen Xhoaa

and Pondo Initiate* renging in age from seventeen to

/twenty-four

it (1) (I) Eileen KrlgS. "tndlIrldi.»l Develo; unt In ‘The
Bantu-speakim Tribe* of South Africa'", Rd. 1.Bo taper®.
p,l)s. See also p «. 99-137 for feecrlption and dis-
cus lon of Bout' African Bantu Inltl Mon school* and

JnR
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» Sffo twenty-four yeere. Inetruotor end operator were
both Xhoee, being paid 10/- end 9/- reeocotlvel by
the father of each initiate. The Initiates built
a hut for theeaelvee on the day of their arrival at
t ie school, On this day V.c' were oirc' icieed.
Thereafter, for ten dare, thev retained in strict
eeoluelon, wrapped in blankets, eating only porridge

AlTit aid mealies, being forbldcen meat, mile, water and

wE atd olgarettee. They were forbidden to act e feca on a

Tfti cnc woman and if they met one accidentally: they covered
their faces with their blnnketo. They were taught
<o ecoret namea for certain comnon oujecte but were

v given n? -toral or sexual instruction beyond being

anl N told that their wivcr would be chosen for them by
their parentr or relatives. A fter ten days they
went hunting fcoree around Vie farms everv aoming.
This was a substitute for bathing in the river at

© dwwn - the treditir.,ally correct procedure - as there
is no river suitable for this ?ur»oee at fim ville.

Q> They remained at the school for about a aon«li. On

e the day of their departure they burnt their hut and

gt nil the blankets they had been wearing. Mon, invited

i &ro* from the neighbouring locations, came out tuat day
and chased the initintes down to the dam. "There-
after the initiates greared themselves with fat, put

T on new clothes «mnd went to t e home of the doctor

tOrtH® (who had performed the operation on them) where he

r# billed a sheep for them. There they slept on the

fitst night after leaving the school and thure t ey
had a feast with the beer and food their relatives

m hr# sent. Umailer parties were aubaeque itly held at

6 U /the homes

1,, ™ «
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the hoaee of tiie Initiate# *ho entertained each other
in turn.  Whan they reHOhed houe tier put red ochre

on their face# in place of the white 0)ay which they

had been, wearing while at aehool. Tse firct week
at home each boy had to bathe in the rive (or da .)
before eunrlee, and the aeoonfi week lat< in tls* af-
ternoon. Thereafter they were at liberty to look
for work, hut they were rtill bound to aleep at home
and, if tuey intended paying a vioit, they »nd to
tell their parent# where they were goin, and then
return hone immediately. Thif> atete of aubjeetlon
continued until their parents gave them freedom of
movement" aair My three informants were given
freedom of movement when they started working again,
just about two monthn after the Inauguration of the
school. The names they were given nt the aohoox
they retain for life,

Proa this condensed account of an urban

initiation ec ool it 1# apparent t-iat iany festureo
of the tribal school are retained. Mewertheleao,
"men go primarily to these schools for circumcision
and whatever la taught there is secondary*’, stated
my informants. But it is probable. However, that
the hardships suffered, thd Insistence on ritual
behaviour and on » period of submission to strict
parental control influences the attitude and behav-
iour of the initiates. A study of such schools,

and especially of their incidence and their numer-

ical importance, would be very valuable in

/elucidating
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(i)
elueldetLnc these poliit*.

It »«.. not h ~ -r, that to... sch-

ool. o.ter for .rartoW » « tonn « M«ll“1bU

portion of urhon to.Uoo.nt.. »- f-f «“ gro.Ur

nutoor Of « * « paborty oor..onU. or. ttot.Uo.l

rlt.. Which won.lot .1.pU to olroonol.lon »* on

-oiwrntor". An Inorco.In® naohor of *>o0-e .0 t>

to. nor.-Eirop.on ho.pit.1 for to. .p.r.«ton or how.

It p.rforocd by * otolool proctltloncr. for rv.n

in omon .rro. to. bcll.f toot untoor olrouocto.o m

row.mo . nor. boy to v.ry prowolont .no Coootot

to how. wootene. to my o:,;r.clnbl. M Unt.

toot o.rtoln rltuol r.luro .ttsrh to to. ob.ton 1.

undentoblr. NenynF . e ['°™ — >roo.ntly

elrcmolool. reject .ny mfl.tlcn of h.elne: th.lr

olrounol.ed o, Infmt.. "Th.y wuot f..1 P«tn-.

they .. Purth.raor., no womn om » 1.1t » bo?

too t. in h.pplt.1 reoo.ertne frm too .,.r.tl»n.

,,1 oert.ln food t.boo, nr. ob.err.d toll. th.

«und 1. hm Illn,. But d.o,Ite to... rlto.l tobom.

to. ewln .mpnml. U P~.d on th. mtu.l op.r.tlon

.nd in to... Indteldu.l rlt... th. Phy.u.l mpmt

1. torn fro. out of to.t I. in th. tribal mrlron-

,«nt ¢ rich oontext with » — lolly

tie. function. Bo. «e*» In.tru.Um I. pl«" ~

tribal Initiation tohool 1. . debote.bl. Pblint.

1 8 w
yon* olPOUBf-elsion.
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But Rativc Inforannte arc unanlnoue In ntetln.: that
although the initiate* would doubtleee receive the
inntr'iotion given 1* the achoole during the ordinary
course of eve- te, they are not, except through the
aetiilua of the aohoolt, eubjeeted to a period of ae-
clueion and hard#hi » in which the value* of the so-
ciety arc reafflrtwd and impreamed on them. A
nuaiber of Rativcii attribute the urban youth'a lack of
respect for their elderm and their disregard of pa-
reritol autnority to the abuenoe of thie final inten-
sive period of training.

In general, then, in acae way or another
moet sons of circumcirion-prnctlelng trloce undergo
the operation which uikea of them men - ana«%a.4& -
and not b>/m. BoTp bcloni—'in? to tribes w lof do not
prectiee elrcuraoleion do not, in urban areas a* far as
I sa owere, take port in any puberty ccrcnonial.

Bona parents nend their nubile daughters
to the country, aa much to protect the fror tic -on—
taaiinmtint: influenceo of town life as to take part In
an initiation school. Tlic only type of uronn puber-
ty oerecaony of which I an awnre is the individual
seclusion of the girl at the onset of her menses.
Thin practice is not universally followed and many
mothers, beyond giving their daughters sou# instruct-
ion in personal hygiene and delivering a solemn wam-
inif against "playing with boys", do nothing furtiier
to signallee their daughtenV attainment of full wo-
manhood. In other families (and there do not seem

to tie marked tribal differences in adherence to or

/deviation
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devlation fro* thie pattern) the girl le aeeluded for
a period varying from two daya to one montli and haa
to follow certain food tabooe, chief a on, which la
the prohibition of milk. Apart fro* Impreaain.- upon
the girl the danger of "playing with boya and, in
eome oacea giving her inatruotlon on partial nesual
intercourse without permitting defloration, no other
inatruotlon appear* to be given. In aome oasee a
party la given at the termination of the aeclualon
peri>d. In othere, no party la given and the Re-

clusion terminates uneventfully without any heighten-

in' of the emotional tension. The mother'# vigilanoe
over her daughter does increase after title time as

ahe la very conaoloui> of the possibility of a pre-
aarital eonoeptlon. But the giric I know -ho had

ao been aeoludcd showed little, if any, e 10tlonal
reeponae to tiic situation, no awareness of a change

in ntutor With new privileges and new reuponatbilltlss.
A physical ohrnge had occurredj beyond that, they
took cognizance of no otiter.

The jeneral instability of home life In the
preeAi..t tranaitionary ohaoa of vurtian oonditiona af-
fects the children to a very marked extent. Mar-
rleges, both recognised and unrecognisedl,j) are unetmbls.
When a marriage is dissolved, the children usually
remain with the mother or remove to a new home with
her. aooner or Inter a new fether makes his appear-
ance; often a veritable progression of fat era sets
In. Although it la rare to hear of oaaee of tangi-
ble discrimination by a man aysinet the children of
hi* wife by a former hueburtd or lover, it le recognised

/by the
rk  A/*.A/w«
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by the KetUe eemunlty tint onV *11? » *«n

e«r. for eoel. ohUdren .. though they «re Mo ota.

Ooooolonolly Ohon both huobood ond «tfe h.« ohtldrob

by yroTtouo uMono. unhe.lW f.rourltl.u ond oonoo-

quent rivalry oooura.

Aooordln to the data I oollcoted, the i>er-

» -0 W . of unmorrled parent, (lit for the ..rv.l. -reo.

for eohool leaver# fastilLee and Xd ‘°” *nc 600

aloelly better group) le not very lar>:e. It tr In

any oeer no reflation of the levneoe of 0.KUol sore-

uty in the urban Betlve oon,unity. I as not oonoer-

n.d with aesuol sorellt, per but I *» oono.rned

with Lte relevance to the proble. of th. dlaolplining

of youth. legord for ohaetttr. condemnation of .« »

saritel relatione and, above all, of pre-marltal

bearing .till for# part of th. >rtaan Afrlo.n aor.l

.0de. even if not such sore then lip oervto. i.

to thle oode.

p.ld
Children are tr.ught that thi. l« th.

Qodo to which they will be eipeoted to oonfors. Wt

on every alt evidence of it. dl.regard "»°T % ;itory

(1) Bee oWOtion 111. par Table -4

aarda «r eexual *®rallt.y#
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From this ;>eroentag« 1 have «pduoted the uitsuu'rled
parent eouglee to prevent JLnoludAn*; thr earee 'aally
twice. In order to give en eetisate of tiwr extent of
illicit uniono, the percent*%eo of llleiritLteo.v oc-
curring in fc sillee have be<r nddt-d to the p<reen-
ta.-ua of unmarried por“ntn to give th«' following re—
eultat

Uanple Area. s ... 27

school Leavern Panille

Koononically better. ...
Thia means that, excluding the small euono ifsally
better group, roughly *1rd of the fantlUa num-
ber illegitim ate chilare* iscngst the fa*.If group
or are irre mlar in th p”~rente are not aarrled.
Table 2 is an anolye

ra”.htera aged sixteen yearc

and over, and thrown into oiearer relief the extent

of illegitimacy.

M HU *

Marriage* 1Uegitinscy anong drtghtere over age of L' oi

Sample  Soonosically families of

arc* better School
MTFTOT v
At Home. So Children
Employed
In Countr%/' " . .
Living with a nan (So marriage)
At Rome ) Had or hac on* or more

“ M\dr®IL

s 10\ JULUJ. AJi_ US5i_
Percentage (irle living witl' a
nan but not married or who i >d 34
or have illegitim ate children S*
do. a-ed 17-19 1y 26

figuree in bracXrte art sirle a ed 17, 16. 19.



With the exception of the econ-vtLoftily better STvup,
one third of the girl# over the age of eLxteen have
or hare had llle”ltlantr ohlldren. It will be no-
ticed that the percentage of unmarried nothere le.
aa would be anticipated, amailer In the Bcventeen to
nineteen yenrc a(?c ;ro-ip than In the older age group.
fhift rather len”ithy di,jreaalon on t e looee-
nee* of marital tire nnd the prevalence of Ille *1tl-
maoy hae, re It» main purporc, a denonetratlm of the
fip which exlete bet*ten the cur ent morality to
whloh the roclety etlll mdherem nnd actual oractlce.
Children are will aware of thin tfloorecency. They
are likewise aware that despite the exlrtence of an
accepted roclal or moral oode, tne a™clety hae, in
fact, no mean* whereby Ite opprobluw of actlone con-
demned by it eon be espreeceed. In a well Integrated
society, although a certain latitude is allowed, the
individual dare not overstep the nark rlthoit ’xaving
to face the aanetione by which the Boclet-r penallee#
hie tranegreaeione. In Johanneaburg. these aftne-
tionr have lost their force. The heteroyendue cha-
racter of the population, t/ie laotc of a centralised
authority to which Individuals are bound by alle-
giance and lovalty, the abaenoe Of real nnd per-nnnent,
as opponed to temporary, interdependence among the
individuals eonetltitiiig the society, have prevented
# elgoro is pibiic onlnlon from costing Into being.
The fluotuatln;' nature of the urban population, which
has not yet allowed of tie emergenoe of stable groups,
militates a minet Its development. XmA eveA »i,en

/eootal



not differ in kind, may ooitc to be merged. At pre-
sent, going to jail for beer-brewing la aii '.mlueky

viclaaitude; laprieoaaent for aanault carries a to-
tally different and oondtmnator * Judgment. Apart,
however, fro* the faot that detention of the etatu-

tor' criminal with the real criminal le hmxnA to af-
fect Die non-criminal element, there le a dongcroua
possibility that aoolel etlgaa may come to apnly leas
and learn to all elaaese of oriainnle. As it la,
theft fro’t a S tropean is not condemned by a large
section of the Native community. The European la
the common enemy and, as eich, decerveo no protect-
ion. If this were not the case, the enormous trade
in stolen goods could not so satlafaotorily be car-
ried on in the locations. I have eeen the moat re-
spected of African citiscna buying and mailing goods
which, by their very coot - less than South A frican
landed cost - mumt have been stolen. But a tacit
and diplomatic acceptance of this faot made questions
unnecessary.

Many location residents partly attribute
the great increase In Juvenile delinquency to a cer-
tain class of parents who, while carefully avoiding
embarrassing questions, accept any monies their chil-
dren brln,: home. Some parents encourage their sons
to gamble and provide them with a little money to
serve as imitial capital. Teachers, too, are em-
phatic in their assertions that parents, poverty-
stricken as they are and little bound by a social
code, are only too anxious to eeoeot money from

/their



their children, irrespective of its oritfir* In
oases parents believe that the money was honestly
earned b? rannin* errands, oaddrzinr. or helping tem-
porarily ih a Hstlve shop. Others, even if they
evade honest realisation, nevertheless know that it
is stolen or derived from the sale of stolen goods,
rhile yet others arc said to have r>ill knowledge of
the illegal orl in of tholr ohlldrm's eaminge and
to oondone it* But even tacit condonation verges
perilously near encouragement.

One of the greatest hardships whl.th the nr-
ban fmmilv faces in its attesipte to build up an In-
1, rated family life and to retain its hold on the
children ir V- inabllit - of t e Bajority of the, men
to earn sufficient to support their families. A
sample survey tnxen from the Information given on
application forms for municipal cottages in the ‘es-
ters native Location in 1;26-1929 gave an arcrage
wage for five hundred men of 69/8 per month. A
pis of a further five hundred men for the #a e locu-
tion in 1935 gave rm average of 99/Ud., althoggh the
majority were earning less. An inveatlyntlon of
Rooiyard, a slum yard, in 1 33 showed 1 /IS. to br
the svers## weekly wage of one hundred men. Dr. K.
Phillips in a survey corducted in Orlando and the

/western
(1) The following minimum wage ratee for unskilled

work laid down for various Industrie# In which na-
tives are employed In large numbers are illustrative

furniture V* M
Mo,.or Industry 20/- H
ft til# Manufacturing 20/- H

Laundering, Cleaning and Dyeing ?2/6
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Avere,;e Sative wagee, although a alight riae aeena vo
here "™3cn effaoted in the '.eat few ear*, hnre bv no
meane bridged the gap betwee the mmle-head'e earning*
and amiituji fa ily er”“ndlture. fha reeponaiblllty
for bridging thlo gap folia on t.e wife and mother of
the family. The importance of a wife’* contribution
to the family income cannot be minimised. For the
greater number of women wn*,e-earning le not a matter of
ohoioe; it la a matter of imperative necessity- T2ue
khan*at realleation of ttee importance of U'C wife*a
contribution to the family Income war forced on me whan
I saw th< acute want in which many families found them—
n( lv«-o when the wife van ill and acoordin ly could not
work. During o wife *n confinement, when cxoenaeca are
abnormally heavy, U;c poverty te often appalli,#.

Table 5 ahova t it oeroentn ;® distribution of
tip* occupation# of the mother* of the faalliaa which

were invaetignted.

TAbLK 3

6ampla tohoel-

Art;a lemvera nelly
T ucoupaiion’ —  TT
1-? faahlrw Jobe 3D 29 26
More than 2 aehlng Job* 11 21 15
Saer-eelllng only 9 5
Other <ork [Oomeetlec, etc.) 12 !
6iek 5 l

Oloee on two tairde of all tlte lof.er* in the maaple
area and aohool-leaverr famlliee and one lialf of the
aaonomioallr better group wore engaged in row* wage
earning occupation. Among there w,o have bern treated
an having no oo ;'apati n arc i: eluded to «en who are too
old to work, wo an who wtre Juet recovering' frrm child-

/ohildblrth
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chlldb L-th, woicn wtio »*},e« reotln,; te"p»r<irtlr after -
period of employment, end a ntimber of wo ten who, tv->u"h
not large aoale beer brewer#, did oooaeionally brew and
eell T;ai"flr-beer or aome other concoction.

The Importance of the economic function of
the mother of the family 1« atreaned beoauee It react#
eo unfavoLtrably aa the children. T*achere and legat-
ion reeldenta are unanlmoue In attributing the inervaeed
and Increaaln,: lack of parental control to tie periodle
and total abaenoee of the mother from her home on wnge-
eam:.n” activities. AccordIn; to Table 3, women with
more tlian two washing en>t*gomente (wlietlicr this washing
Is lone at home or at the employer* e residence) and wo-
mer enga cd In "other work" (chi' fly domrstlo, but alec
ineludiftg pcddllni. and dne aniking) form 23;x)f the sam-
ple area, 36» of the school-leavers families and 2Z»
of tiie eoonomloally better groups. These women are
engaged practically contiguously In their work. But
even the women who have only one or two washing bundles
are preoccupied with their work. I[lther they are away
one or two days a week, or they themeelvce or a child
(often taken from oehool for this purpose) must fetch
ami deliver Vie washing. While they are doing Ute
washing they frequently keep a school-child at home to
look after children below school-,0lng age. #hlle
the mother is away from home tne children are left to
their own devices or to the casual and desultory care
of a neighbour. Even If the mother does her work -

e. ;. waehin; - at home, aitho gh she le not ta.wn away
from her favlly, she lo prc-occupied with her eork and
has little time for the olnlno of er children. The

/hvwa



hoawe of woiien who »rr engmgeft i.n beer-brcw lug only*

with tlielr stnoephere of illeu'elity find oone t<mt fup-

tiveneee, form the woret poaelble enrrounilnc# for g
In*'" ohlldren. Women oheu re the nature of their oecou-
patlon frequently. At one tlae

they way be dolny, waeh-

Ing at home; at nnotlier, full ti ie domcatlo work; at

*not-u»r, two day#' waehlnt: per week In town. Moat

children, nt po ns time Or another, ere left alone, even

If onl” for two day# In each week. Thaw * *ey beoome

uncontrollable at much timer la atteated b r all mother#.

Although I do not agree with many A frlonna, who would

attribute to the abncnce of the mother from her home

th«, entire reason for look of parental eontrel, [ do

eubmit that t>ic eoononlo redonelbillty reeting #*

heavily on the ehouldere of the urban SJantu women m 111-

tatct; a-minet the growth of Integrated and healthy
family life.

In this environment the A frican child le

reared. In hie home Vie atrlotneae of parental atti-

tude, not tempered by companionship, arour.ee hie anta-1

genle-n. Tlie periodic abaenoee, not only of hie f'«t >er

but also of hi# mother, leave him at tl&ce eomplettly

nntranmalled end uncontrolled. TtMi* are no rived

norms to which he fcele bouno to conform. luoh norms

ar do exiet, he find® ore flouted wltiicrit pertalty. He
leame to fear and evade JSuropean authority am, to rs-

gmrd it am hie natural enerrr. Tie pe”nltlee which

/European

XTTAT-hougSnSintu wo”cn are re'epofTelhie for the

vatlon r. the fleldr under tribal ooudltiona. the e ill-
dren nv# not thereby neglected, dirla oftan «<3vO >parv
their iothere and gradually j.earn t » taakff whlo. they
will later be expected to perform. Boya, with their
age s«te*, act mm herde. Purthernire, in the homaetead
tic eare of t # children can alwnye be delegated with
confidence to a klnmwomen.



Muro:»etm lew lapome# earry, for oil statutory offences,
no social stigma. Public opinion Is Inarticulate and
diffuse* Scoape from the censure of the family and
tAe ooie.unity, now that Interdependence hae largely
broken down, always offers itself.

Added to these difficulties which make the
rearing of a Native chlld In an urban area a task d4,e-
oouraging from the ooemenocnent, the eonnclentioue
parent, warily trying to avoid pitfalls, finds that hie
children are fully expreed to all t eme Influences by
the verv nature of the loctl distribution of the N&tlve
population. In the locations and in arena like Oophla-
town and Alexandra Township where Natives can own land,
the one-family eott"ge Is next to tZio slum yard, the
minister and Illicit liquor seller, the teacher and
"akoklaan “lecn'l live eld* by side. hen Ruropean so-
ciety le torn br class hatred and by actual warfare. It
may seem unwlae to foster &mr scheme which may encourage
the development of definite classes In Bantu society.
But It Is useless to blink the fact that class different
tlatlon Is mprocess actively at work In the Bantu com-
munity, At present the emerging middle class cannot
protect its children from the subversive influences
emanating from out of the heterogenous and unhealthy
envliro-flient. The professional man sees his children
adapting themselves to the mores of the slum yard ad-
joining hie house. Altho igh 1 an fully aware of the

dan.'Cr of splitting the Native community Into classes,

I feel that Vo reality if the situation demands jhat
the ohiidr n of this "better class" should be more pro-

tected. The hope that they will act as a general



lenven to uplift the society seem* doomed to dlna?-

,ointment. They will more probably, under oreoent eon-

dltlone, be submerged In the mé&es. 1 1 Mint It le

from this elese that the lenders of the present leadsa-
leas Bantu r-iet be found. And I feel, too, that their

onlr chance of rising above the general environment

Her in the Improvement, even If this impllee a messum

of isolation, of their o .lldhood and ndoleecoir fnVlI
The Indivl,unl fa U 1r the bmelo rottUl unit

In sn urban 1 h*v® outlined above feeters

which exercise a disruptive influence on Uxc o'roup.
Jf skosk sk sk sk ok
a com on habitation, by tivc of eff.eetion, by the ##*» ;
| i
and, (Yen if in decreeein*; measure, by the atttiiorlt| of

the parents, more ecpeclally of the faWier over hU

children. Kany ftalllea have remained impervious to
the disintegrating influencaa at work around the*.

»ut many fa,H ies, shattered by conflict between has-

bf, id and wife, between parents and children - conflicts

engendered, » a great measure, from out o' the often
environment with its ohlftlng standards of values, it#
n#' opportunities. Its economic hardnhlpa - share 11

more than a comnon habitation.



The value of education le not underrated by
the Native L(l)Iqurrwnlty. On the contrary, Ite value and
importance le frequently co exaggerated” ne to make edu-
cation appear to have a magioal virtue. Nearly all of
the parentis who wore interviewed emphatically desire
that their children should be educated. Their main
reason 1c tlie.tr belief that education secures economic
benefits in that positions both leas arduous and better
paid are open to the educated Native. Few parents
have reached the stage of disillusionment of a number
of the older school-leavers who realise that very few
occupational opportunities other than those available
to the mass >f native labourers offer t. eaoelvet, to the
edtKi led Native. dome Kirents deny the value of higher
primer? and secondary education for eS$lrle who, tiiev say,
will later warrr and so not use t air education. <6
very rsmall msiber of parents fail to see any benefit
whatsoever to be derived from education, and ¢ likewise
small number are opposed to thi system of uohoollag.
11Vier they maintain that one or other eubj#et is neg-
lected or else that association with other school
children is bad for their own children. Cush
(I) 26.79# of the children wVio answered the”q'aen”lon*
"Vhy do I desire sn SdacationV, in a questionnaire sent
out by the Interdepart icntal Oonleslon on Native 2%*duon
ion, said eeducation Improves >ne mentally and physical-
ly". Many of them were actuated by "e belief thet edu-
cation in itself holds the key to all the superiorities
of Vtnn-ledge, wisdom, health and happiness to an iwrnea#
curable degree...." It is tlierefore n belief in the ma-
gic of cducat.on Itself to raise the individual into a
higher and rurer atmosphere of the gods that may be
looked xiper. aw cue of the most im~”iortant motives actu-

ating the Native in his deslrx for ed’tcatlon. g.y.39A736-
Page 147.



attitudes, however, are very exceptional. The average
parent keenly deelree hie child to attend ee ieol and la
considerably dletreaced when the child, either on ae»
count of poverty, illness or hlg own unwlilingneaa %e
attend, la not at school.

The reap' .is which eeventy-aix Standard VI
" nool-chlldren gave in an esaay on "Vhy X go to BeheoV
were predominant)/ utilitarian. They considered a
knowledge of the three la absolutely essential for the
euooeceeful conduct of everyday affaire. Ti*e ability
to r-ecad and write letters and so dispense with depea* *
dense on others, ability to read addressee and street
names for delivery vor< and ability to count money aeid
ao guard against deception were considered thiree of the
most preeslr,i needo of the town child. Many children
mentioned the helpleaoneee of Netiv*¥*" w'o ofumot reed
street and station nance,trespites and other netlees*
A knowledkjn of Kngllah wam considered Iadinpensable ee
al mcane of obtaining and retaining explojraent. ¥
glene and history were the two other subjoet# mentioned
thovvh not as free te -tly a* the more irvedistely pro—
tioable ones. Hygiene, with its ru <e for acaegWKrdAag
health, apiemled chiefly to the girls, while history
was stressed by the boys who found that its value ley
in the explanations it gave of present day conditions*
especially of the development of an oppressive Native
policy. Moat of the eceay-writera considered their

education would enable them to obtain better paid

employment. Their conception of the wages which they
would be able to earn wam pathetically exaggerated.

Monthly wage* of 413 to CO for auraes, Clerks* tedehere,
/office beys
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ape run under the au»:>leea of eepar.itiet ohurohee.
Between them theme five eshoola had In AutTuet, 1937%*

334 puille, chiefly the overflow from the Government
School and alao a number of ohlldren below the age of
eeven wi»o, aoeordIn#' to regulationa whlo) came Into foree
in January* 1936, e*n >ot be admitted by ragletere«*
eohoole. Free at the Government School are 3d. per
ten. for the eub-atandard«, and e¢d. per for the
atandarda. Bein/ a Government School - the only one

in Johanneeb irg - it alao provides hooka free of charge.
In the private eohoole the mthly fee la 6d. and no
book* are vrovided. Yet deejlte thle comparatively
high eharprd# over 300 hundred children attend theme pri-
vate ec oolii. Tie tuition in auch ooiioole la, if only
by reason of the fact that one teacher deale with as teeny
aa 100 ohildrer ranging from the eub-etundarda to Stan-
dard 111, moat uneatlofactory. 7ha mobility of pupils
in private eohoole ir greater tiian the avers##, already
high, mobility. They fall out beoauae of their inabili-
ty to pay fees, and many change over to the Govemsert
school aa vacancies occur. The teachers, usually de-
pending on the fees alone - a moat uncertain form of
income - ere grossly underpaid. Their own educational
qualifications ere very poor. Tie very existence of
such schools, in which ohlldren can tiu little more than
waste their time, is a reflection against the whole Na-
tive educational system. The fact that their existence
la secured br lack of aocoowvodatlon in registered schools
Is a disgrace. Native parents should be protected from
schools of this nature.

On the who&c, parents in Plmvllle aeemed to



Ik aware that the ednaation provided by the private
eohoola la far below the etandard of the Jovcmaent
aohool. Many aend their children t.hore beoauee the
Government aohool hae no further woanele*. Sone,
realleing that children p4o* up undesirable hablte be-
fore the a,'c of ecren, below w.«loh a«e children oennot
attend a re rietered nehool, eend their under-u re ohlld-
ren to private eohoola in order to keep them off the
etreete. S@*e parent, mend their children to private
tehoile in Ignorance and eome btdauoe of loyalty to
their ohureh.

In Orlando a private aohool wac opened in Au-
Arunt, 1>37. 97 January, 1933, the attendnrtoe had

rvaehed 'os. There was one tcaoiier to eope with thle
number of ohildrin who ranged fro* the eubatandarda to
c-tandard 1V, Thle enoneoit; attenilnnoe inoroaea was
aif tj overerovding of regiatcred sohoole (cauvaed Xarga*
ly b Vie influx of fanillee evacuated fro* Froepeet
Townehlp) and to the fact that only ' the private
nehool ie situated at the «eat end of the location,
while all the re, latered schoole lie along the railway
line at the extreme Southern portion of the location*
7he dim Lance fro* ho*e ie school ie close on two miles
for children vhu live near Vie northern boundary. Al-
thoa”: eo*e parents have sufficient learning themselves
to discriminate between different types of schools,
there are very many who lack thle knowledge. A gll***a
of the conduct of such e school is sufficient proof of

its utter futility. Loot of continuity in tuition and

(!) Towards the end of 1933# with ttis opening of new
schools in the very centre: of the location, this position

changed.



—56+

the eherp boredoi of I metITIt » »nioh lode to mralt-
ne»e and wild dleorder might quite conceivably unfit
children for e rejular procedure of n laterec. echoole
Ignorance of p#rente a.id oongeetlon in the regietered
eohooka combine to allow the continued erletence of nach
"echoole".

Investigation of tlte v a ime aample troupe of
femiliee eliowed that un almost negligible nmber of (1)
children reared in JOhafineoburg never attended sohool.
The following Table gives t. eae numbers according: to the
yroi 18 into which the fnmiilefl art divided.

TAbU. U.

(2) : .
Humber of children reared llvin in Jolmnnesburc w o uever
attended bohool.

fAtVILIgjS
100 Sample 15« dehool-
Area 2d Soono icnlly Better leerer
o Boys Oj’ile B,%y* . yirle S>}V[ _aitie
2 3 m ° 6 ];
*T "If, 4 1 . i U
itwa xmk. . a0 1 - Ik .. —ifi-
iUiw (1) Children reared in the country or living in the eoun-
ax
Nil
m m m m
mtii
#1
W
a Ir [ *
Mtii

had lever attended school.
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previous ¢ohoollng. Thle repreeente an actual wastage
of two years. The principal of the School believes that
this late sebeol-entrance age la largely due to rural
children who come to Johannesburg for oechoollng and to
the slackness of rural parents. lie le of opl Ion that
there le a pronounced tendency awong urb«m Natives to
send their children to nohool earlier. Despite, However,
thle tendency for a larger number of urban parents, es-
pecially among the educated A fricans, to send their chil-
dren to school at the age of seven. It la Indubitable
that there are still if numbersof percnta who are respon-
sible for muo:; avoidable wastage.

Not only are parents lox in sending their chil-
dren to school as soon ae t ey reach school-going eg*,
but they show great dllntorinesa In sending thrlr chil-
dren back to school at tern commencement. Instead of
ensuring that the children return to school vt the begin-
ning of term man:' allow them to drift back casually any-
thing from one dav t) four weeks late. Graph ? In Ap-
pend1* 5 shows the dally enrolment and attendance for
the four terms of 1956 at a school In Orlando. Graph 11
shows enrolment and attendance for the third term of 1937
in an Alexandra Township school. These two schools
were chosen at randot because dally records of attendance
and enrolment fur the whole school were available In
practicable form. The prilnoipalo were keenly Interested
In their nttendnnoe return# and It is reasonable to as
suie that the enrolment and attendances at these two
schools are no worse than the average. Separate gratis
(not re.iroduoi d here) for each standard of the Alexandra

Township school show that the full class enrolment In



Uta etandarde le usually reached within tWwo welcs of
tera oo’-t-nenoeaient. In 'whs oub-etn idnrde, although fi-
gures rise most ra idly In the first two weeks. It is not
until the fourth week that the enrolment ourve shews a
teiiuencv to flatten. In hub—standard A It mounts until
the end of the sixth week. Undoubtedly many parents do
not realise the Importance of timely attcnuance and the
eub-wtshd#rd children In particular suffer in t nt they
«»r1i. t useft to school In an Inconsequential nan -er. The
older children In the standards arc more independent of
parental guidance and t) emeelvea carry part of the res-
pe”~xbllity of retimin to school at tersi commencement.
Jot omly arc parents dilatory In sending their
children bock to school at term commencement, but they
frequently allow children to absent themoclves from school
on trivial pretexts, ouch as iln>r physical ailments
(e.g. a out finger, a alight cold) or Inclement weather.
Hot Infrequently children cannot go to school as their
clothes have either through neglect or pressure of
not been m ¢t icd and arc honor not fit for wear. .
mothers neglect to see that the children are ready
time and oo the children, shirking a reprimand from
teacher for ununnotuolity, eta away from school fo
that day. Mothers themselves often keep the child
away fron school to perform some domestic task which,
witi better management, could equally well have been ta-
ken on by another member of the family or else performed

after school hours. By stressing the negligenceoof

rwsonea in one to two weeks after term commence tent in
the higher etandarde, alter*«a in the eubstandards It le
only reached from three to six weeks after ten hao
ooniwnced.




parents I an not denying those difficultU o. *****

Retire life which, by their very nature, ™et "inke

school attendance irregular. Occasions so frequently

arise in a Motive household when e child *uet oi iccee

slty be kept fro* attending school that this aiditi -nal
wastage due to Ignorance, Inoo .hension of tiiS luro-

pean school eyetom with its need m - regular attendance

and casualness causes even greater dislocation in school

progression.

Apart 1.'O cloicn.T.f, whtov la reapcnalblc for
nanr obatmcaa. the aoaartlo olalaa of the ho'ieahol] ac-
ooant for the Irregular attendanne of «ul- children.
Mothere go out to work and the a-honl-ehll 1 mtti look
aftei children below eohool-rolrto a re. Moth#re and ro*

latlvee ere taken 111. and the eohool-ehlld wuat care

for thee. J/hen the mother doea her warlilllB at home.

children arc not Infrenoentlf kept from aohool to eeceUt

he’ or to rcllewe her of other houeehold dntlea. "Theee

teak, fall mainly to the glrle. bore ere cent on n -

randa end lav. to fetch and dellwer the mother'e waohln;;

bundloa. I-eok of fee, for the payment of which three

..k . grace la allo«d to all acholar. who haw. etten-

ded the aohool for more then one term, aoconnte for -nr.

often prolonged, mid-term e aena.e ri.l.ln, rel.tler.

to help then out In eome difficulty or to be pren.nt et

ceremony U a minor oauae of chool abacnce. Truan*

noat certainly aooounto for a large numb,.- of abeencea.
but ae tl» parenta do not knew that their children are
not at aohool and ae tccohere cannot check up on the

reneon, ade.no.d by children for their .been... It 1.

Inpoaalble ewen to attempt an ..tlmcte of the oec.urre-o

/ftf Iruiiltoye



of truancy.
School principals# wurged hi In -
apeotorc, ere gfeeUy coneerr*c wltlt the attendance re-

oorda of their pupils. Table 5 «Wee the percentage of

attendance to enrolment for the term tndlng Uarol 25th,

1937, for the twelve echoole with which I dealt.

TABW 3.

Percentage attendance to enrolment.(Term ending Mar.75th,

t(oly CroBA““ourdem) m

Holy Oroen# Junior ) 86.7 19.6 (65%21
Alexandra Amalgamated 86.7 85.9 054
at. Magdalenee) 8U.9 81.5 Ja
at. Cypriano ) 85.0 8%-3 520
gt. Petere (Seconderr) A.S . 208
Pimvllle Government >, 09.4 633
Roman Catholic. Ptmville -1 86.6 :
Orlando Methodist . 66.3 86.5
D.&. Sophiatown 89.7 85.3 235
American Bd. E. 1. T. 84.5 g(l)% '
Salvation Ary S.H.T. 61.U :

“em. Methodist-—————

fheae percentages are much more satisfactory then I

ted cfter seeing the haphasard manner

T~sTlie following re«aons 'faf~"eence weig taken"f% y~"
teashere* Home-nolting reoetdet

1 Term 1 Tern > weeks. Tot
6 Classes Bub-3td. Btds. 3
All Inoom- Class. A 4.

Jng;t
rrr- T "51"
Bbo fee;). ek
omestic taekc
end errands 33 16 50
TruanC'l 11 5
Ilsoelli "ieoH» (vi-
siting, weddings.
UIBj-I——-

TOTAL 13— —  "mi Jiit-

1IVdw * enCS nliabli'ty they are repro-
Kne* here nr*rely aar an jodteation.



in which school attendance ie treated in the home*.

They cospare not too unfavourably with the attendance

percentages 3f 95 for the Milner Park Junior School

(tern ending March 25th, 1937) and of 92.8 for the Oood

Hop# School (t«r*> ending July 2nd. 1937). These two

European sohooXs draw Uieir puiile froa a%*orwX*t 1 ¢ jrr~
oat section of the white nojilce Twe t acnere frve to
contend with practically the onse w ft of problems which

confront Native teachersi great poverty, lack of cloth-

ing for the children, desire of parents to keep children
at home to help with houschjld work, decire of parents

to send tii* children out to earn a little money on odd

jobs. The great difference is. of course, that for the

European child eehooling i« compulsory from the age of

niven to hie sixteenth birthday; for the Motive child

tfctre is no compulsion. For the European child school-

ing is free and books are free. For the Native child,

with the exception of the one school in Pimvllle, neither

schooling nor hooks are free. The principals of the tub

S lrope*in schools exercise great vigilance In their at-

tempts to keep up the attendance percentage. There is

an elaborate organisation for sending out nueriece to the

parents of absent children and the teachers epend nrush

time In home-vletting. For difficult cases, the servlc

»1 attendance officers are available, and althoui®i the

principals do not send forward many oases for the attent-

ion of attendance officers, t elr very existence and the

knowledge that a proeeeution may threaten the najligent

parent exercise a ecalutory effect. Both principals uslft*

talned that without these safeguards the attendance per-
centage w-"»ld drop greatly - one principal estimating

an attendance of 602 If vilglUncc von relaxed.



N fttire eeheol «ettendenoee, therefore, do not
np .enr to be parttoulerly xmaettefaotory. But the high
attendance of 95/* attained by St. Pctern Secondary School,
at widoh HOBt of the children are boarders, chowe wmat
attendance le easily possible end that t ere la eecope for
suoh in)rare-sent Im the other schools. F trUievisore, *4
puilia nfid all ohlldrtm returning? to eohool more them two
roekn after term commencement are only enrolled on the re-
glaters a en they actually return to school, the wastage
oocurrln? at the begl;v Ln;; of ter , la not reflooted In the
attendance percentages. In Table s the attendance pex-
centa%en for boys and girls per olaoe le given for two

eohool* In Alexandra Township.

6,

Percentage attenuance to enrolment per elaece.
1ZSSL-sait221L-Vi Alexandre Township. )

jGiiOOT, A. iOSLJI*
'fr
5 .
" L 93.3 92.0
. . 91.9 88.6 H I
I | 92.0 84 .4 32.0
J i 86.9 %52
o-#. i 87.6 .
<A 89:3 82.0 1:1

In Behool A accommodation le exceptionally good; each
elace hra Its own olaerroo i*eeatln ao'-r-inodet Ion Is pro-
vided for enoh child; each oleee has a number of -witte,
picture*, disgrace, many of them made by the large Kuro-
pean staff, which brighten the rooms and assist greatly
in actual tuition. tiohool B le housed in an old ohurwh.
Apart from Btsndarde V and VI, which are accommodated in
s separate roo , all the other classes are congregated
in the hmll of the church. Ventll*atlon Is extremely

/bad.
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la his work to maks the pereonsl sacrifice of tine nv

energy wtileh how vieltlng requires. 2ren *lven %child,
after a four weeks' absence, Is withdrawn from the regle-
tcr. nanr tvsohere, after eating the class Vliy the child
has left, are quite econtent to accept the answer givi.n by
an acquaintance of the child who hao left. -here hone-
via“ting Is demanded by the principal the recults, al-
though better, are by no aecons oatlsfaotory. 1 went
through many hoie-visiting record books kept by teacher#
whose principals insisted upon home-visiting. Thcee re-
cord* were Incomplete and mo t unsatisfactory. Ak
naturally, wort better than others, while In most of the*
a short period of a few weeks would be covered actuately.
But, with two exceptions, they all showed evidence of de-
sultory work inti haphasard application.

Horse-vleltins Is, for Itatlve schools, the only
practicable method of increasing attendance. Any ineie-
trnoe on written notes of explanation for a child*# »t~

acnce would be useless olnce a considerable proportion «f

the Ketlve community Is illiterate. The reasons why the

ayatea of homc-vlaltlng ham not operated more eueceesfully

are manifold. It appears Justifiable in this connection

to asoert that xany Hatire U,nohero *ro greatly laskiug in
a sense of their own responsibility to their pupila sad
to the comaunlty In general. Of their work in the # a *

room X nm not compcU-nt to judye. But Vie 5*~"talant |

par. 534.
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ppevelent among thes ttiat their dutlea do not extend be-

7#nd the cleeeroom w-ana that they do not exert any tn-

fluenoe over the >:>11 berond that of actual tuition.

Their tone towarde their puylla appear* on Uw»e vhofce to

be overbearing and arrogant. r.*e- arc a”are of the prea-

tlgo which their position hrlngr with It, but are not pre-

pared to take on the oorreoponitlng obligations. .c-.ord-

ing to the evidence of parents &nd children - exagger-
ated pivjbably but not therefore to be entirely Ignored -

they ivaort too readily to corporal punUhmeat. hanar

principals guardedly eowplalnod that the teachers laok
loyalty and any Ideal of real service.

Apart fron increasing attsaW w *#, hoem-visiting
is an Imperative necessity to brin” nbout that contact
betwe n home and vehool which is now almost entirely load-
ing. In a %ot ve community roch contact la even moru

necessary than in a European community. The 3ur*pe»n

eduaatiomil system luio so yet not been co-ordinated L,te
the eneral life of the native oommigity. The tribal
eyetre of informal and uneysteactleed training

young formed part of the general aetivitr of the group.

In an urban Xatlve oomrtnnltf home life and school life

/do abt



do not* with very few e*oe;»ti me. «> /1< nt eeo
Too often these two efrbsree of appear entirely
different end operate both xt wbe ¢) Lid and to the peren*.
It I» in oo-ordlnattnK theoc two different P'teeee of the
ohild'e life that the teacher could effectively contribute
by Vleltimr the child's home and stimulating the porenta*
Intem’t In and knowledje of the child.'r oohool aottvlty
and orotfreae. To blame the ttaohern alone for the pre-
nent mantlefaotory position would lack, nil justification.
Tneir tat.lt, even if console ttlouely fulfilled to tte beet
of their abilities* would be rendereo extremely dIf icult
by tiir ignorance* 1 tertla and even hostility of the pa™»
ante. Howe-vUniting in cany oaeece la made difficult and
unpleasant for the teocner by parents who, with undiscri-
ilnating gullibility have allowed thenoelvce to he pre-
judiced ac »inet hii by their ehildren'e reports of unfair
treat sent. Many backward tad unruly children maintain

at home that the teacher "hotee" them tmd that hie oafel*
discrimination ajalnmt them is the cauee o t .elr Ieoh of
success. Many a lazy and mrV an unruly who has

merited the mniehment meted out to him brllevee that the

[ ] B I S
iarrra/rHH pilK si-..
into the life of the household. Cf. H*» cAF!



fault 1. not hi. «n but th. to.o vr'.. P o»" Of*

t«n Influenced by the.e report. m¥ey o |- rir

SBt«onleu Mid .ueplelon. loocrdln to tn. tertlW T *

prinelp.l. end t nonere hardly .ny parent, ooue to noM

Inqulrlea concernln.; the child', pm,re., et Mhool.

rent, eon., they W . to reft.ter the child and t on they

eo*. K*1» ooc.lon.lly to co.ol.ln of unf.lr tre.tn.nt

If the ohlld folio, or .1.. they con., once » child ho.

.roan utterly b.yond their control, to the tcohor to

..he the child obey then .nd betum to Mhool. And f1l-

nally t, , cone, one. . child h.. left Mhool or h.. P C -

4 M. ot.nd.rd VI eM .nln.tlon.
find

to w If the teener cm

good oooup.tlonel opcnlnp for the o.lld. »ot

Infrequently parent. - nd her. I nentlon only p.rento to

.ho. the oohool .yeten with It. .tnndnrd dl.trlbetlon U

fnlllnr - did not Knc In ehloh et.nd.rd their ohUd-

ren ere. Met pent. Mow pr.otlo.lly no Interc”j *

tn the duy-to-dW event, of the Mhool-ohlld'r lift-

MUOOL



-<9-

on, etsMd that h. Md to N»rUm4 M. m
teachere for A eff,rl,Ww ""
to their om retarded ehXldrcn who eere ettendln* hie
school. row e«ong the educated eoeen - eo* - e m’

ueehere - ette-gt to helg their children elth their

ccheol eort or er.n to aoalulnt theaeclvee elth the ehllol,

egvolol difficulties In folio,1%: eehool Iccaone. rart-

ir thU U due to the .Treat burden of wrk carried by the

Individual houecewlfe noddled, an e ir xn. -t. the

reegonnlblllty of c.rlnc for her home end of .“c-e.m Ine.

»ut partly, too. It I. due to Inertia and chccr VMoV « -

henelon of what educated Kur.pennn would oonn-der to be

their duty In thin respect. " "The parent, need edue.t-

lui e<tore titan the cnlldr n". t)» principal of . luropecn

junior nohool In Vrededorp declared. Thl. dlctua W llo.

even more forcibly to native parent.. Md It la the

teacher, who. In the present tur» 1l and dl.leeatlon of

treneltlon. suet be prepared to bear a greater rajher

th«. a asailer .hare of their legitimate b urd en "~ "

H I

N m m

*Xn'mSy”oaeea'ordinary .oncer, lead a better Ilf.
thet of B t*mch«r."



Peril* teixt Mid eonetant ho*e-rlslting to the hoawe of
ottlldren who newe Oe«a absent emu '.Iso to the hoeee of ee
many me possible of the other children In the elaaa should
be <«tt«*srtn<er. to drew the home and the eohool oloser to-
gether. Unfortunotely the underetaffin,: of Native eohool#
le eueh that in all the echoule I vielttd, with the single
exception of the Plmvllle Government, the principal has
not only all the olerioal work to do which hie position
involves, but he also has to teeoh a olaeca. This asses
hs has not tne time sufficiently to co-ordinate and super-
vise the *or: of his teachersj neither can he, because of
preiulux*t' of *ork, by meena of his own example encourage
th** tc nohero to emulate him. The establishment of par-
ent-1 achere aoeocihttone, although undoubtedly it will
prove to be difficult and up-hill work requiring much pat-
ient perseverance, le another step which should be under-
taken to improve the situation in an attempt to effect the
necessary link; re o1 b ' 1 % soiuol.

Ky own ine -s and lack of knowledge in the
field o1 education do rw&# nti * e to discuss Native
schools a* eueh, nor do ay Ur . t; rtfere.roe demand it,
Sut it is impossible to discuss t ,3 renconc for sohool-
leaving without considering, even if only briefly, some
of the factors which affect children in the schools.

IV #tstlon, “.hy are .-fitlvr c'.ilu -m early ee’.ool-1f-mvera
uo'U-d tmellv be inverted, ae was done by an overseas visi-
tor who, on seeing the conditions under which Native chil-
dren receive t sir schooling, asked, "why do Native ehil-
dren go to eouool?". An Axrlo ,n principal commented
along the same lines and berated me, saying, "Why investi-

gate the reasons for echool-leavingt They are obvious.



You should be surprised that so many children. In the
f*oe of their parent*' apaU”r, t elr poverty lack of con-
pulsion, and appallin®*: school conditions, do go to
school".

In Table 7 the average a”“ee and numbers per
class for the term ending March 25th, 1937, are given for

the twelve schools which form %y asm?le.

era ocr ata id rd.

A ) slifU

. m
16.1q 10.9 10.10 578  fikk 1222  16. 16.1 16.2
12.2 111 11.10 452 613 1065 12.8 153 14.1
13-1 "1 356 400 756 10.1 10 10
13.9 13 13.5 229 290 519 6.2 7.2
Ik. 8  13.10 14.3 196 215 411 5.5 5.4 II
15.3 14.11 15.1 131 124 255 3.7 3 3.3
16.1 15.6 15.9 120 125 245 3.4 3.1 3.2
17.2 158 16.7 34 1.4 .9 1.1
17.6 17.71 17.c % 12 56 1.2 13 7
16.2 16.10 16 §( .9 N 5
189 191 18.9 iS! 2 2
m i: Jal-Q- 1 - JIL

2JJ.0 75Vi  JIL*

It will be seen that 54* of the total number of school*
(D)
children In this sample arc In the eub-etyndarda. This

percentage is only slightly lower than t>ic percentage.
57.25, which s ib-atandard children form d of the total
number of Native children attending primary and poet pri*

aary schools in the Union In 1935. With over one
Aalf

(1) The tot«LL number of children covered tJy tKe earn !Te
forms roughly one half of the total number of Native schicl
children in Johannesburg. According to figures kindly sup-
plied by Vise Janleoh there were in Aug. 1938* 15.214 Na
tive sehool-ohlidren in th>* Jo) aineeburg area (including
Alexandra Township), The lint includes a number of tin—
registered schools.

(2) In 1935, 61.11/. of Native sohool-children ex the Wit—
watersrand were below ntti.l. Qee Bay X. Fhilllpe, "The
Bantu in the Oity", page 155

(3) U.o. 29A956. par. 514.



h«lr of itiMol-soer. In th. irab-.tandnrd. it 1.
t« e~lul« 1-b.th.r th... Mbool-nhlldron . tl1* buU
<.U» Mhoel-gm,, s»otUc. - .« receiving .4.,u««

tontlon .nd ««thoT thl. .ttentlon It of .uoh ,, n,Wr.?to

hele ” * th* pr,,»1*« Of e+hMKlIna thl, mMIl-dutrlbbtlon of
h.tlw «hool-eM . for el,,n of the .ohool. th,

the followInc I, the dl.trlbutlon of tub-et.no.t*
no indom children with the eorreenon*trig number of

teaohere for ench eategopy;

M tiU 1
In Sub- 1a

ttr ot ohlUren “tandgrd #---——-- aAandarda
Jo. Ocrtifieated 3ur. teaohere ? *k
So. Lnoertlfloateo " r
Jo. Certlfleatcd Native " 17
No. Uneertlfieated " « 5, ”3
T tel No. tewhere A *
No. pupHa per tewher GU.37 13 eg

Two faete nt&nd out in ehnrp relief, that eub-etandard
eleesea are aueh iar”tr than the etandnrda elaraee and
that the mmber of uneortifioated teaohere in the eut-
etnndarde ie very awh greater than the number of meer-
tifieated teaohere in the etandorda. Both faote, though
readily explicable, mro an indication of the unhealthy
ctate of Native oduoation. Then t>ie new regulations,
*»acing fifty the *axlm,m nm *er of children which could
he allotted . any one teacher, cane into force in Jenu-

er/, 1936, it aecon beocaec apparent that if this rule wee

V trietly to be acWiered to, many ohildrrn would have to be

/turned



t inned out of eohool.u; The rule h«tr aoeordl ijly elnes
that tin* been obnerved by averaging fifty ohtldrcn per
teacher for the whole eohool, although not for each single
claece. Ae It la, even despite this relaxation, many
children, practically all eub-standard children, have to
be refused adslaelon on account of the fifty per teooiter
ruling. Ae the nuibere of pi lie in every eohool drop
sharply froT aub-etandard to standard, the higher stan-
dard* growing inereaaingly c aller, averaging out Vie to-
tal eohool enrolment at fifty per teacher means that the
eub-etandard clsaace are always much larger than the re-
gulation quota. (2)

European educationalists now affirm the princi-
ple that teaching be imera la a tnek which requires lon-
ger and tore apeolclloed training t-han tfaching ohildree
w?to are beyond the be tinner* e sta te. In Native school#
the opposite principle la usually applied and It 1# the
aost incxuerienoed nnd often moertiflooted teacher#?%vho
are put in charge of the sub-standards. Even where -
principal, realising the Importance of good teaching for
beginners, wishes to pla