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(Y To much applauvse he urged more stientific agriculture
and gstressed the virtues of Jimjting cattle holdings:
“the time will come, if it has not already come in some
parts, when the lucalions and reserves will not be able
to sustailn any wore stoctk". (&) in her letier thanking
him for his presence, Miss Walbridge mentioned that

the man who won Lthe Plewing Contest was one whn
purchased a plow on exhibit at the last Show.
Five of the ditferent wmachines on display this
year have been ardered by various Matives. Last
year the only {farm implements displayed by
‘Natives were poor plows. 7This year was one group
consisting of plow; harrow and planter... (/)

The secand show attracted 863 entries and was the firat
to be noticed by the white press. With sowne surprise the
Nata!l Mercury reported, "the HNative agriculturalist
to-day is rapidly progressing, and s taking #full
advantage af the hetter methads of agriculture. (87 It
waz rather more condescending in its verdict on the live
exhibits,

There was unfortunately a distinct lack of
guantity and quality...the entries in callle,
pigs and fowls bare svidence of neondeszcript
breeding. . .hovwever...the hative had the right
idea at least, since he brought his best to the
Show. (93

Fralise +or show was even higher in 1927, with the Weeskend
Advertiser declaring that the it "must take its place
with the events of ocutstanding i{mportance this year in
Natai". {10) Rev. Dube delivered a speech in which he
warned that "un)less the Nalive made good use of his land,
the white man will have to come to claiw it, as being
ettt idle.." and the Chief Native Commissioner; whp again
opened the show, exharted Lhe assembled crowd to heed
Dube's words. {111)

With equal acnlaim - and financial support - from white
and black sympathisers alike, and the continued patronage
of the Native Affairs Department and American Board
missionaries, and very widespread participation by the
surrpunding community, the Inanda show continued yearly
until 1935, It becanme an ogceasion on which Durban
manufacturers displayed and s6ld their wares and if the
Matal Mercury is to be Pbelieved, the qualltly v+ exhibits
definitely improved:

Some ot the best-known breeds, such as Ayrshire,
werg finding favour. In former years, badly-
bred and weedy animals were exhibited, Lut the
type was entirely absent this year... A good few




pens of poultry were brought forwards and the
qual ity was guite striking, two of the +irst

prizes go0ing tp pure-bred Rhode Islard Reds and
Leghorns. (12)

Ry 1%32, the 1400 exhibits were "ot extcellent gquality";
(13) the steady +Fructification of agricultural labaurs
seemed to confirm that the Show was fulfilling funclions
similaer to its counterparts anywhere in the country.

Amicus Homirnd Gentis had gswamarised these In llanga
1926:

Une
in

The Annual Agricultural Shows have many

advantages. In the firgat place they create

the desire to produce g9ood work always abhyd Lhus
provide 5 purpose in vigw,...they also stimutate

a strpng desjre +or competition...they also

enable the farmers to show their gouds to the public
and for thic reason Shows are a guod market, (14)

The Inanda Show had been uadelled an the Fort Hare and
Lovedale =shows {15} and itsel4 becane the model +or
several othere which established themselwves fram 1924:
Awanzintoti, Tafawasi, Buffalo Flats, Umzinto, Eshowe,
Morngoma and  Nogutu to name a few which operated in these
years. According to official counts, no less than 22
shows  for Africans were held in Natal and Zululand in
1933-349, Zq in )J93%4-9, and 21 1n 1935-36. (1&) Clearly
they were rraching significent numbers of agricultural

producers in Matal/Zululand, small and large,
“"traditionalist" and *progressive; more than this, they
were by All artcounts HWighly popular as a Weans o+t
“*pushing the natives forward®, (1) Given their

widespread poourrence the Bhows can help to +ill io our
understanding o©of developments in African agriculture in
the region in the 119208 and °*3(¢s, and as orgahlised,
articulate expreasions of "the state of the art", they
might also open a window on the consciousness of African

farmers., This case study of the Inanda show is hopefully
A heginning.
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The tentre of "progretsive”" African agritulture in lnanda
lay beyond the rich coastal sugar belt, where the land Is
hilly and transversed by several streams. ‘Ihe s0il on
the slopes j= sandy but it is deep red and alluvial bilack
in the wvalleye. (18) It is an area Buitable +or the
rvltivation of maize, sorghum, fruit, vegetables and some
cane, and for 2 time in the early Z0th century wattle was
grown, but 1t is pot good cattle country. In this apen
tharn veld were lnorated Lhe Inanda mission reserve, where
the American ECoard had che of its premier stations, and
the African and lndian-owhed ploils and lots, tut oul from
what had mnstly been absentce landlords' farwms.

Each mission reserve in Natal had originally been
demarcated A% "a parish for the denomination which
ococupied  it". (1%) Most were occupied by Lhe American

Board, which established a string of wtations from
Umzumbe in the sputh to Mapumulo near the Thukela river.,
The Inanda reserve, adjoining the huge African location,
caovered an area nf 11 500 acres. In its charge were lwo
smaller outstations in the locatian, Tatanasi and
Limsunduze. On each op+ these a omwall glebe had been
granted in freehold to the mission atd on this land the
astation proper wis bullt., 1t becawme the focus {for the
miseioh village which 9grew up as evangelical wark
attracted converts, or kolwa, as they cawe to be called.

ientrally situated and under the charge of Daniel
Lindley, ophe nf the mpost influentlial migssionaries in the
colany, the Inanda station flourished +rom its founding
in the 18ZUs:? in fact Lindley had wmoved his base from
Umsunduze to the more open land of Inanda expressly
berause his cponverts were anxiouws to acquiirre ploughs,
(20 Slowly the complexion af agricultural production
began to thange! nere upright, permanent hpouses began L0
appear and a more definitle fixity af tenure and its
roncomitant  the {ence +bllowed. Observers thought the
lands were more thoroughly and systemalically ploughed
than in the Jlocation proper (21)3% the Report of the
Mative Mizssion Reserves described Inanda a% one of the
few ‘“conducted irn & very satist+actory manner, and the
lands are fully uotillsed for the purposes for which they
viere set apart”. (22}

Az with any parish, there were more than Lindley's owh
ronverts in {t. Mest of those 1iving on the reseérve when
he arrived wore Badi subjects under Chiet Mgawef they
were permitted to recide in the reserve free aof charge,
(though were liable +pr hut tax and isibailo) but
nowcomers had to ohtain the wmissionaries’ permigssion and
paid 108  annually. By the 18905, Lhere is evidence that
labhour wmtgration was wldesproad: Mgawe refused to send
menn put for isibalo on the grounds thal the wen were away
warking in Mierban and olher parts of the colany, and "he
dare ngt rut them off from their extra pound®. (&3)
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Mgawe's particular position meant that on Lhe Inanda
reserve, the divide betueen converts and non-Christians
was never as deep or clear cut as it bevame in many other
places. Hise own immedjate tamily straddled it: an uncle,
Yameas Dube, was the first ordained African pastor at
Inanda and James's son John - Mgawe's cousin - *who must
be considered the missiun’'s oulstanding praduct¥, (24)
was a figure of iwmense local significance, based at his
Christian Industriali Schoo!, O0Ohlanye, and became the
Jeading spokesman of the kolwa petit bourgeocisie in

Natal. (2%) DMgawe himself never became a Christian, but
used his elevated position in the old wrder to launch
himself comfortably {nto Lhe new. In 1846, Lindley

reported,

1 went to Durban with him to aid him in buyimg
clothes. He bought three good coats, three pairs
of good trousers, tweo vests, a shirt, a pair of
braces and a clothes brush. He raode a horse I
wourld much like to own, and with us were sixteen
Natives, all on horseback. It was quite a turn-out
« one that attracted attenlion, {(28)

In 1864 he purchased a wagon for *?U Ltu engage in
Lratispwrt riding. Chiat ing al Lhe impoonibility, ef land
awnerahip on the reserve and in the lucation, he
purchased a farm at lncwadi, near Pietermaritzburg, with
Bishop Colenso’'s help. t27) And as Etherington says,

Bl 2 w00 vy ov vrienw abtba Mo casng=cha thmko Flam stluant Ad
chietly auvthority. No other Nguni chief could make that
statement”. {(28) There was a greater degree of friction
atter 1886, with the appointment of a “chief" over Lhe
Christians: the tvits constantly appealed both to
government and mwmissicnaries {for support in asserting
their powers of jurisdiction.

Trhe driving forces at Inanda station asafter Lindley's
departure iIn the 1870s were¢ James Dube and Mary Edwards,
$+irst principal ot the Seminary tor girls. Founded in
1849, it had Leen designed as an "industrial' school, to
teach ypung wviomen the arts of good housekeeping and to
train teachers for day schowls. It drew the majority of
its students trom the Inanda district until well into the
20th century. The school was very much bound uwp with the
general lifte of the mission station and npumbers of
reserve residents were drawn intlo Mre Edwards’s numerous
entrepreneurial sghemes, ranging 4 rom crop
experimentation to a commerclal laundry and chicken
business,

The ctrong work ethic o+ the converts dictated that each
family - fncluding thuse 0f pastors and teachers, as well
ag the pnumerous arlisans on the reserve : should at least
be able to feed ltself from its garden., While there is no




evidence o0of kolwa landlessness even up to the [930xs,
neither was there any hired labour., The men called
themselves ’ftyrmers’, a description which carrvied In it a
=trong cultural connotalion: they were not mere "native
egricutturalists”, as nan-Christiang were usually
reterred to, The thiet cash croup was maize, and tea and
coffee were both tried on the butetations. But very few
were cwolely +armers. From a series ot applications for
exemption +from Native Law in the late [880s and early
1820 (when must exemptions occurred) the most usual
covbinatians of callings given by the applicants were
“tarmer and wagorn driver" and "tarmer and carpenter”.
"Farmer and storekeeper® also appeared (by this time the
resorve  supported at least two Atrican-owned stores) and

there was even one "farmer and house servant®., (29} The
markets which they locked inte were not only in
agricultural pbroducs  bLut in labaur too: the koalwa

community seemed tO DUELPY A narrow strip between petty
commpdity production and petit bourgecisie. (30}

By the turn of the century, there were sone 300
Chrigtlang living in Y0 upright houses, and 1300
non~-Christians grouped together in about 300 homesteads,
af whom just over a guarter wvere polyyamists. (311} in
his 19049 report, the reserve supervisor enumeraled its
attractions (surely with an avariclious eyel:

The land.,.1 found ver y good for agriculture,
The miselies In particular aon the land are very
gord indeed...several,..smal)l fields bDf
sugarcane lool very well. I feel sure the land
tould easil)ly be used tor growing crops ot all

. Winds,.,.this recerve is very valuable being =0
clpse to market...l value the whole reserve at
4 per acre. (32)

By now, however, there nwas & growWwing sense of uneage in
the Kolwa community, masked by the apparent buoyancy of
their enterprise. Their major complaint was their lack
aof +freehold title, On three other Amerlcan Board
reserves, titles had been issued (33) but the practice
was stopped when the missionaries discovered that they
began to lose control over who lived on the individual
plots. Rev. P.J. Gunede, a pastor at Inanda {n the early
sears o4 this century, described the existing arrangement
there as a "sguatting lease” (34). G.H. Hulett felt the
yand was 9nod for subdivision intao 29-90 acre lots, and

J.L.. Hujett, when Minister wf Natlve Affairs, had tried
to negotiate with the colony's prime winister on behalt
of the Inanda commurity. {39 Thuuyt ejectments of
kolwa were unknown, there was a triple reason for
desiring a more permanént arrangement. In the #irst
place, the entrepreneurial {armers awmong thewm were
realising that agriceltural inprovenenls regquired
sizeable investmentes and as things sipod, "4 man was
taughed at who put up o decent brick house” (36)

Secondly, buundary disputes between Lhe kolwa and




non-Christians were a sugurce of tension to some af the
¥nlwa leaders, (37) Furthermore, ever Bince the white
settlers had achieved responsible government in 18Y3,
they had =ingled the reserves put as particular targets
pf attack, Act 25 of 12%5, *Tu regulate the use of
mission reserves", allowed for much grealer state
intervention in the administration of the reserves, and
there were a host of disrriminateory clauses in Act 9% ot
19473, "To make betler provigion for the control and use
af missipn reserves”, including the levying ot an annual
tax of -f‘LS and the transfer of all mission reserves ta
the Natal Native Trust. Strenubus representatiprs by the
Amerlcar Board reduced the tax to 305, but stiil those
liable, Chiistian and non-Christian alike, found 1t
hurdensome. Nkisimana, the dadi headman on the reserve
complained that his penple "were in trouble on account o4
the money they had tao pay". (38) Arrears {for the new
rent wmounted almost immediately, and people became used
tn writa, By 1918, arrears were standing at aboutgfsa
oug +or aly the reserves (ZD) and finally in (Y19, the
Mative Aftairs Department reduced the rent to F1
retrospectively simply {0 reduce the outstanding debt.
{4D) The Fkolwa, frustrated at the wnissiornaries’ failure
to win them treehold title, nevertheless turned to them
for protection against encrogachment from whites and
Indians, long a fear ot theirs.

The misnionaries help us sometimes to keep our

land and houses,..when our missianary was away,

o coolie came and tried to get a place for A

garden here,..when the missionary came he dirove

him away. The coolie and the white man would both
take pur land if they cpuld fur their own, and put
up stores, and raise sugar cane, and whiskey, They
say they will do it, as sopon a&s they can. (41)

(Tt is perhaps reveallng that Lindley himself had thought
Indians "i{indescribably wictked" (42} betore they had even
arrived under indenture, and Mary Edwards went as far as
to buy a piece of land near the Seminary to forestall the
building of Indian warkers' barracks, The sense of
hostility evidently rubbed off onto their converts and
was compoundeéd by very material considerations, as will
be seen.)! As the possibility ot +frechold tenure receded
even further after 1703, some kolwa vehtured out onlo the
open market for land,




Atricarn land purchases in the Inanda area had begun in
the late 1%th century but until the 2Uth were hardly
extenslive. By 1894, there were eleven Afritan landowners
fless than a third of whom originaled from the lnanda
reserve}, between them with 454 acres. (43) At least
two of them, Coruneliun and James Matiwane, owning ez and
%S acres  respectivaely, empluved "heathen natives...we
give  them £1 per month. They stay six oFr seven months &
year”®., {44) They felt their position an the land Lo be
tenuous, chietly berause "there seemts a prospect that the
coolies will elbow us out of the country". (45} The
reason, they thought, was becaugce the Indians did not
keep cattle] the truth was, however, that in the main
Indian purthasers were tar more ligquid than Lhey.

In 1265, the government had made available J-acre lots un
Riet Rivier to lndians who hod completed their indenture.
(ds)  From thie Lime on, all-scale praducers, mainly at
mairze, vegotables and tuLactwy, acquired lots on their Eun

account on the farms Groeneberg, Riet Rivier, Plesang
Rivier, Fuffele Drasi, Inanda and KRichmund. The wmajor
Tand purchaves peccurred aftter (897, however, when

restrictive Jlegislation on 1lndian merchanis in towns
torced them. to sesk new avenues for investment. Few 1f
any Aactually {farmed themselvesi rather, they subdivided
their holdings and engaged in speculative auvlivities,
renting to 1Indian and African temants in the meantime,
This turn of evenhts had a marked effect on land prices.
In 1901, one pheerver commented, "beinre Indians began to
buy, tand wae as low as £1 and 30s an acre, and now Lhe
averags price is from 44 tofS an acre". (47} J.L,
Mibe, pastor of the [Inanda slation, found this most
irksome, himseld being in the market tor land then: " 44
the pulicy af the government was continued...it Was
evident the aboriginal natives pt Natal would go to the

wall®. (48) The biggest land purchases were still to
come, however! the years 1%11 to the early 19308 were the
peak period for Indian acquisitons in Inanda, as
elserhere on the narth coast, characterised by

subdivision and sale of lots ranging from five to 30
arres in size. (4%} By 1934, HEY% of the population ot

the Inanda magisterial division was lIndian (198/1
people), while 43% was African (16287 proplel). By Lhen,
it was "regarded traditionally as the home ot the

Indians", (%0)

This was despite {he fatt that the )913 Lands Act, the
Reaumont Commission, and the subsequent Natal Native
t ande Commicesiconr had all recommended that large parts ot
this area - principally on the farms Groeneberg, Piesang
Bivier and Riet [Hivier - be demascated 1or acguisition by
Africans. (51 The situation until 193& (when these
areas berome ctficially krnown as Released Areas 33 and

34) es=eemc to have bLeen faivly Fluid, In general,
Africans found it much easier (subject, of course, to
raising the necessary bonds) ta buy land {rom Indians
than vice vérsa, but mostly they boughlt +From while




groupings, mainly the [nanda Syndicate, the Natal Land

and Colenisation Cowpany and the Inanda Watile Company.
(52)

Ry +far the largest African landuwners in the district
were  J.lL. Dube and & felluw pastor, 8. Cele, who between
them owned over 1500 acres in Inanda by the l¥Z0s, 193)
{(This excludes the 200 atres uf Pigsang Rivier that were
bought by a trust hesded by Dube for the Uhlange schobl.)
Dube also hired land from a white farmer an which (o grow
rahne, antd was ronsidered "the anly person who had money
in that time and needed sume labourers to wark for him".

(59 His= brother Charles had 4% acres undelr cane near
Ghlange and obtained "excellent results”, but because of
prohibitive production and transport ctosils - the

appallling slate 0f Inanda’s rpads was frequently a cause
ipr lament in llanga (35) - spld the land in 1Y24, (456)

The 9great majurily of African landowners heid title to
much smaller plots, averaging ten acres pn Riet Kivier
and five acres on Piegsany Rivier. (57} HMany were
heavily mortgaged, and more oflen than not were engaged
in a range of entrepreneurial venltures. It was
noticeable to white speculators ({who considered them to
be risky mortgagees) Lhat "“the men merely have their
WOmeEn and children there} they themselves woerk in
Durban®. {S8) For example, W.F., Bhulose, owner of two
atrea  nn Pjesang Rivier, was described as "one of the
most  progressive businessmen amang Africans in Durban®j
(W) William Luvuno, owner of nine acres on Riet Rivier,
ran a vulcanising business in Verulam {80} and was
saetretary of the African Cu-operative Trading Snriety,
aleo based in Verulam. (&41) Un the whoils they did not
seem to thrive agriculturally; 19 A+rican landowners on
Pierang Rlivier aobjected strungly through their spokesmah
J.L., Dube to the hardship caused by the anti-malarial
levy imposed upon them in the early 1930s. 162)
Clearly, land ownership +or most had conterred na greater
sense of esscurity than the “sguatting leases” on the
reserve, with which most wiho had caome +1om there had
mainteined some {form of attachment and to which they
Yerated for guidance and suppprt,
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Emmeline Gumede remewmbers the mission station in the
19208 and '305 as

quiet..._guiet, full of respect,..everybody ras
tame. Peopie just krnew that if they lived at

the migsion stalion, they lived with a spivit

of brotherhood, friendliness - just like that.
(62)

The atmosphere evern seems to have had a calwming efiect on

AW.G. Champion, who was dJdescribed in the Block Foiks’
Whp's Who as having a farm at Inanda

and, ascisted by higc wife, is doing well.
To see hiw on his faru gives a ditd{erent

impression than one gathers in his office
and on public platforms. (63)

The first organisation which allowed kulwa participation
in the aduinistration of the reserve was the lnanda
Mission Committee, formed in 1922, The general idea was
taken frowm the 1920 NMative Af{fairs Act, which provided
faor the establishmernt of local and general councils in
reserves and lncations. Althbugh only ogne such cobuntild
was é&ver set up I»n MNatal, at Msinga, Lhe American Board
adapted the fdea, Wilh the approeval ot local
commissianerz, to its mission reserves, most likely with
apme prompting from the kolwa themselves.

Included in the Committee’y brief were hearing disputes
aver garden boundaries, dealing with applications far
entrancte tao the resetve, recommending suitable grazing
grounds  4or cattle (this bpbeing an especially urgant
problem), and ensuring the pruper moral ity of
inhabitants, prne aspect of which was to persuade those
"living together out of wedlogk” te marry, Its status
was meant ot ke purely advisory, Lp assist and make
recommendatione to the missionary, although very soon the
kplwa representatives were performing numerous
gatekeeping functions: allotting land, seltling garden
diasputes without reference tou any other avthority and
refusing applications to live an the reserve. JIne
quarterly report  in 1922 showed that of 63 applicants,
only one had been accepted. (a4)

There was & high coincidence inn mewnbership  of Lhe
Cammittes snd parbticipalicn in the asqricultural shows
Inshua Miela, Gideun Mbili, Zacharias (Goba and lohn
Mtali, for cxawple, uveé1e «ll on the first Committee;
Mieke and Mbili were also on the show's organising




commitee, Ntuli was the one who pussessed the prize farm
implements and won the ploughing competitions, and {oba

Wwas one wuf the few who entered cattle for exhibitian.,
(4S)

The HNative Commis=sioner at Hdwedwe grew yearly more
annoyed at the powers he fell the Cummittee was assuming,
sensitive as he was to the needs of non-Christians wn the
reserve. At one stege, in [927, he¢ refused Lo recognise
any exempted nAfrivamns on the committee (&66) and this
precipitated a splil in the local community, One faction
of “"progressjives", supported by the paslur I’. 1, Gumede
and Chin{ Mandlakayise (Mgawe's heiv) split ofi to form
the Inanda Welfare Asspoislion; & swall minority ot kolwa
continved to ruppart the much emasculated Committee.

The Aecisive factor in coalescing Lhe reserve's
Agriculturalists around the show came not  Trom such
organisat ionsg at.  @all, however. In 19225, WHMargaret

Walbridge arrived as principal of Inande Seminary. She
was much influenued DY the cducralivual philosephy af C.0.
Lo cray vilhvieth, e Hunt Mavia hasa wrilten, rested on two
brocic premicre! ome mas parpRrtual trustegship ol Africans
by whites, the other was that Avfricans’ future lay in the
rountryside!

Agrirulture was a natural way ot lile Jor
Africans} social sdjusinent af the avoiridance
of race Yrictiopn between blacks and whites
demanded that most Africans remain tn the
rural areas; South Africa’s fualure develop:
ment. depended heavily on agriculture, and
Africans ebuld best contribute Lo Lhe country's
welfare through improved farming of their auwn
smallholdings or by working on white-owned
farmsi ciliss were largely the preserve af
whitesad urban Ylife debased and deworalised
the vast majorily of Africans who migraled

to towns...{4”)

As  part of 2 general rebrganisation vi the schowl, Mias
Walbridge employed o {arm manager, Hehry Ngwenhya. The
son  pf en @x-Seminary student, he was born in lnanda and
attended Adams, where he revoived his first agricultural
training, Loverdale and Furl  Flare. (FAAY] 1t was moat
likely he who broughkl the i1deca uof an agricultural show
from the Eastern Cape. ns 8 way of projecting a positive
image of aAgricultural pursuits, it dovetailed well vith
the principal's desirvre to turn Lhe school into &
community centre, “tpcusing on the everyday prablems of
villagers: health, A{amily lite, agriculture, industry,
recreation, and religion®, (69) Not only did the facm
manager overses the Seminary's own tields and crops,
woirling out new systuems of crop rotation, experimenting
with poseible raeh Crops sSuch as cane and cwlton, as well
7t growing all the foud requirements of Lhe ygivls, (YU)
but he Aalso started Lomaloc clubs amony Jotal boys, wnas

u
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instrumental in the formation of the Welfare Assuciation
and with the agriculture master at Uhlange, E. Gule, did
muchk educatioral worl: in the arew. Alsw in line with the
promotion of rural  values, the head ot Lhe Seminary'w
industrial depariment, Agres Wogds, began a series of
clubs for yaur women Bk marriageable age in
non-Christian lomes on  the reserve, teaching them
homecratt and olher skills in the hope Lhat 50 oueupied,
they uwould not be Lempted to town.

The agrictultural show was thus part of a clear design to
promote the rural integrity ot "this progressive
community”, (71) J.L. . Dube was oane ol the show's
presidents and Fr Bernard Huss aof Mariannhkill ene af Lhe
patronsy he donated special buok prizes, jextbook on
Elemantary:  Economics and Sutial History, or a History of
the Rorhdale Co-operative $Store, every year. (22) it
Mas A cause that the community was happy to cuppaort
fully, having over a 1ong period experienced sb many
difficulties, The steadily-increasing number of entrigs
over the years testifies to a growing engagement with the
Find of spirit the shouw was by ying tuo encourage.

Mor was its vseful role as a rallying peinl against the
ICLH Jost: in his specech al Lhe gpening ceremany in 1928,

the Acting Chiel Mative Commissinner procliamed how
gratified he wWae Lhat “this community had not been
vict {my to the influence and wachinations a+

agitatore...he had every hope ...thal the lessons meant
tn be taught by these shows will be yrasped and carried
into eftect™, (»2) This was not simply a matter at
convenient s!late propaganda: an editorial in flahga
flatly declared, "the only really independent Natives are
those on reserves and Native locations where the land iz
theirs and thete do not need the ICU", (/3 There wWas
autual  benedit Lo bz got out i combining ta cambatbt the
infivenre of the ICU in the Countryside by white farmers,
the state and {the "independent” tarmers - something Lhe
lact ~menticored felt was not well gnough understoad by
vihite +armers,

¥et to what estent did the show reflect the agricultural

prospects ¢ the Inanda coamunity? Was 4§t a bold,
torward-lonling statement, oOr was jt a mpDre detensive
action? There was a winority, on both reserve and

private land, who clear)ly were¢e able to invest and
Ilnnovate, thaugh it was very small and composed mainly of
long-established kolwa fawmilies. When Lhree of their
number, J.L. Dubwe, Pusuelt Gumede and M. 5. Mfeka visited
the Chieft MNative GCowmmissjioner in Fietermaritzburg in
1933, on2 of the watters they wished to raise with him
was the acguisitivn of well-bred cattle; as an ofticial
from Mative Agriculture had suggested Kerrys, they wanted
to know eractly where these couwild be bought. (44

for the majinrity, things were different. An analysis of
show  records (731 reveals that in wogt years, there were
barely enough entries in the cattle and pigs and fawl




categories to award first and second prizes (and these

wer o dominated by = Ny fow namesl} thara were ahnly
three competitors for the best set aof inmplements over Lhe
perind 192%-1930, Farm produce was wuch better

represented! approximately one third of entries each year
consisted of maize, sorghum, and various classes of
vegetable., The quality was considered generally good,
and pointed to the continuing ability of many families at
least tn take care of their food requirements. DBut the
vast bullt pf entries - well over halfd annually - was in
categories nnly  marginally related to aygriculture:
rratts in clay, Hrass and oo and handwork such as
sewing and knitting. Women entered in the pigs and fowls
and produce sertione, but it was in handwork and cookery
that they mainly competed: their accomplishments here
were » sign that "progressiveness” was to be measured as
much  In knitted jumpers and homenade preserves ags in the
best team ot nxen or the best set of farm inplements,

The wshrnws did not end aon a high note. 1n 1932, the
Native Af+airs Department decided to discontinue the

annuAal grant il had mads. {76) Though Smwall, its
withdrawal ¢ould not e¢asily be compensated and that weant
lese money for prires, ar extremely unpopular

development. 1In 1934, Miss Walbridge resigned +row the
orqganising rcommittee due L0 pressure ot work and so0n
aftterwards Henry HMHawenya resigned +From the school ta
hecome & full-time official of the Durban and District
Epnotbal) Aseociation. Far the first time in 1934, the
Durban agricultural show opened an  African sectiong
although Inanda organised an exhibil, this detracted
attention +rom the lacal show. The following year, 1935,
mas pvershadowed by severe drought and topd shortages,
and the show, held tn the village chuerch, was very small,

Az pIreAady noted, the activity and ethos generated by lhe
show  led to the formalion ot the Welfare Suciety, whase
aim was "t do all §in its power to improve the conditions
of its membership «ducationally, industrially,
eronomically, socially, religiously, and commercially®.
(27} In practice, this meant pushing the tenure lssue
again, more pressing now  as grealetr numbers ot people
were coming into the reserve from privale farms and
tlaiming the land ot vlder residents, and "old recognised
rights are Of no value". {78) IL was this group who would
bene+it in some way Jrom the 1936 Land Act and the
protection it afforded them in the Released Areas,
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