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By Gwyn Campbell

The literature on missionary activity in nineteenth century Madagascar, based
on ample and diverse primary material, is prolific, Three main schoonls af
historical thowght are reflected in secondary works on the subject, The

‘apologist’ tradition, established early in the ningtssnth cemtury with the

writings of Ellis, views the missionaries as the harbingers of civilisation,

The ‘French. colonial’ school f-:\rme&' almost as garly., [t publicises the French
claim to Madagascar and portrayed the Eritish missionaries, and particularly
the Longon Missionary Scociety, as political protagonists of the the British
imperial cause in the island, Finally, a "nationalist' school Eas arisen since
the 19708 which have interpreted the missionariss as  racist  agents of

gapitalism and hence of exploitation, (21

The most studisd period of wmissionary activity in Madagascar is  that
commencing with the conversion of the Merina court to Chyistianity in 1269 wp

to the xenophobic and anti-Christian uwprising which followed the French
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takeover in 1835, and which on the central plateau was termed the Mepalapba
revolt, In 1869 Queen Ranavalona II and her consort Rainilalarivony declared
themselves for the LMS version of Christianity and burnt all the national
samnpy, or talismanic protectors of the Merina state, Both the missionary
apologists like Ellis, and their protagonists from the nationalist sc_hn:nol, like
Gow, view this epoch as the highpeoint of pre—colonial Malagasy history, They
claim that in this period 2 modsrn and civilised Merina g::nvex:nment was
forging of the diverse peoples of the islamd into a Malagasy nation, They
differ as to the originator of this move, the apologists attributing the
development 1o  wise and benevolent missionary influence, whilst the
nationalists consider it Lo have originated in dn:-me.-st-ic elements which found
full expression throwgh the brilliant statesmanship of the Mzrina dynasty,
Both consider that the French thwarted the development of this fladgling

nationhood, whilst the French colonial school coumter with the argument that

the Merina government had no claim to represent all the peoples of Madagascar

and that its imperial aploitation of nen-Merina was fostering enduring tribal

enmity rather than a Malagasy identity, [2]

The present  author differs sharply from  traditional interpretations  of
missionary action in Madagascar, all of which ascribe to the missions an
indgpendence and pﬁwer of immense proportions, which they used to benefit or
exploit the Malagasy, depending upon the interpretation adopted, In this papen
the view is taken that the missionaries constituted but one of many echelons
of exploitation of the Malagasy peasant, an exploitation which was sanctioned
and ultimately emanated from the imperial M-.=.-\"ina court, It argues that the

LMS, far from retaining independence, lost it to the imperial court which
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absofﬁed it in 1869 into a state-church over which it maintained absalute
control, It established the gEace and Jdirection of ‘’evangelisation’, the
appointment of state—church personmel, attendance at chapel and school, It
also  Jdetermined the location and  closely  supervised the activity of
missimnaries - who were faced with the simple choice of suwbmitting to its
dictates or leaving Madagascar. A few principled men abandoned their mission
but the majority succumbed and ef';fa-cti\.rely became agents of the state, Albeit
reluctantly,‘they abandoned the independence so dear to the non-conformist
spirit for the joys, ‘deniaj them in EBritain of being the official religion,
The advantages were of a different order, the chief of which was the access
they gained as officials of the state-church to fanompoana, Zewell, a Quaker

missionary, described fanompoana in the following terms

'The government here, as in all eastern monarchies, is
essentially despolic, By an elaborate sysiem, in some
respetts siailar to the old feudal sysiex foreerly turrent
in Europe, and in other respects very different, every
individual, from the lovest slave up to the Prise Hinister,’
becoges the servani of scesone else above him in rank,

whe can clais from him a large amount of unpaid labour,

and no} unfrequently money and property too, Service of
this nature is called fapompoapa, and is oflen very
opprassive’, [41 '

The major components of direct state-chureh fapompoana, which forms the focus
of this paper, was the donmation of time, labour, material goods, and money to”
the erection of churchas and schosls, and the maintenance of permanent state~

church personnel, natably pastors, praachers, teachers, and evangslists,

e
d
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One of the most .important outcomes of the missionary-state alliance was
missiocnary access té fanompoana labour for the construction of mission
buildings., The chief construction project of the LMS before the building boom
of the 1870s, was the erection-of ‘Memorial Churches’, intended as monuments
to the Christian martyrs of Ranavalona I's reign (1828-61), [5] Before 1869
the missions had been obliged to pay for much of the labour used in the
construction of mission buildings, especially for skilled labour, Even after
£he state adoption of Christianity in 1269 the missionaries were circumspect
in their wse of forced labour in Antananarivo ana its immediate vicinity
because of the greater publicity Imerina received in Europe. In addressing

their Eritish public,  the LMS missionaries in Madagascar claimed that any

labour expended on the construction of church property was ‘volunteer’ labour, - -7

performed out of Christian charily, and that .in effect the full cost of
maintaining the mission fell upon their shoulders, because the Merina regime

crefused to assist them financially:

‘The Government has not aided in building a single school-house,

in training teachers, or in supporting schools, nor has it

sade any arrangesant for raising funds for school purposes

by local action of any kind', [&] -

This was a deliberate mis—representation of reality as one of the first
components of state—church fanompoana from 1269 was the building of schools

and churches where none previously existed in order to cope with the an-masse
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ap-:l largely compulsory conversion of Merina subjects to the state-church,
Indesd, attendance in thapels and schools was itself considered an aspect of
religious fanompoana, The missionaries might initially not have had any part
in the summoning of such fanompoana, but they neverthless willingly accepted
thelsyst.em, and soon came to appreciate it In:ﬁeed, the building of church
property quickly became euphemistically referred to as  'ny  fanompoany
an‘Andér,' lie, 'fanompoana for God'l, [71 Within a few years all missionaries
were tacitly wsing their position as state-church personnel  to sunimon
fanompoana, Correspondingly  their willi.ngness Lo sht:.wulcler the financial
~ burden of constructing mission affiliate::! buildings decreased, One missiocnary
commented that: 'These buildings are a great tax upon f,he people, but they go
in for them notwithstanding, hoping, in most cases, for considerable help from
the missionaries, which is not always forthcoming’. 31 Access to Ffanompoana
labowr held not only the advantage of cheapness, it also ensured regularity,
for whereas before 1223 the m iésionary builders had been bedevilled both by
worker absenteeism and by state fFfanompoana demands on the skilled labowr it )
was wsing, it could hencaforth enéur‘e compulsory attendance on the building

site because missionaries were part of the state structure, [53

The munber of LMS congregations in Imevina increased from 1485 to 627, and the
number of schools from 228 to 359 within a year of the court’s adoption of
Christianity in 1889, thus rtawusing an immense shortage of chapels, In,
response the newly founded state-church immediately embarksd on a dramatic
chapel building programme, 141 It was in this first decade of state
Christianity that the great majority of mission buildings were constructed,

The rival missions to the LMS joinsd in the buwilding spate as they too laid
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minor claims to the newly formed proselytes, For instance the Jesuit mission
by 1831 comprised 228 mission stations, 144 chapels and churcﬁes, 170 schools,
three dispensaries, and one leprosy clinic [11]1  One of the most spectacular
exanplas of missionary building outside Antananarive was the SPG wission
compoundg at Ambatoharanana, On completion, it contained a church, & library,
three schools, two mission houses, another to house the Malagasy deacon, and
twenty-two houses for college students, [12] In addition, all missions had

built for them houses and store-rooms for private mission use:

I g 'Pr ! g -85 [13]
fate - Estinated Value

Property Title fuilt  Copstruction Size 0 INs (8)
fAnbatanalatsinge 1871 Sun-dried brick wall, tiled roof & rooms 1,800
fiabalamasna 1872 " * ' torrugated ° g " 1,000
'Biosfield III' 1872 v * * tiled " 1" 25
'Sans Souci' 1875 e ' . ? ! g ° 1,250
Vohitrantenaina 1882 o ' " ‘ ’ n.4, i,000
‘Believue 11’ 1884 | . R : 7 1,500
Anbohimandrasoa 1895 =0 ¢ ®  grass * 6" 750

The first pHase of chapel construction was largely limited tahthe towns, and
to the chief villages of the districts, Many country areas were untouched:
for instance wntil 1879 virtually no chapels existed in the Vakinankaratra
mountains, to the south of Imerina, However, with increased government
pressure following the 1872 Reform and the 1881 Code ‘enforcing sehool

attendance, there was a sudden surge in chapel {and hence school) construction,

The same pattern appeared in Betsilea, from 1870 the second most important
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centre of missionary activity after Imerina., I{ was there that Baron, a LMS
missionary, confessed in 1879 that missionaries were devoting too much ensrgy

to chapel eonstruction:

‘In building alone alsost sufficient work could be found,,,

for one man [iz, a aissiomaryl, and it is a satter of frequent
regret that so much of one's time (which ought to be given

to more diroct religicus work) is oceupied with the tarpeniers
and bricklayers’, [14] '

The enforcement of the 1881 Code resulted in the LMS in Bstsiles doubling
their pupil numbers, As in Imerina in 1889 this prompted a huge spurt of
thapel construction, especially where competition for the new pupils amongst
the  rival denominations was  intense, The province became a  religious -

battleground as the Jesuit priests and their indigenous agents  fought,
sometimes literally, with the LMS forces +to procurs stats prdvided
proselytes, Hav-ing gained the congregations, they required chapels to house
them, and there procesded a frenzied building programme which lasted up to tha
Franco-Merina War of 1222-5, Thus in the larindrano district of Betsiles

eleven LMEZ affiliated churches were constructed in 18832 and it was reported

that in the Ambohimandrosos district the MS and the Roman Catholics were

grecting rival chapels in every village, {153
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Table 2: Statistirs of the LNS Mission Wadapascar. 1880-90 [161
fogion  Year  Churches Begion fear Churches
1880 728 1889 15
1890 789 1890 31
141 4]
Botzilen Inapasipa
1880 156
1890 242 i£90 18
— 8.k Coast
m'" a ; By jﬁﬂ(! 45
1880 £24 Ihoina
1890 1082
—_ *lag 129 20
TATAl
Henbers

Yeir Churches  Hepbers per Church

1820 1,024 68,227 £3.90
4 2 2 hi! 3

+199 -3.612 2.1

In 1824, in the midst of the 1852-5 Franco-Merina conflict, there was a surge
of chapel building in Imerina, :..{-'er' instance, in the Ampamarinana district
along twelve chapels werz 1In the course of construction in 1824, [0O17] In
part this was due to the flow of 'Roman Catholic' adherents into the LMS
churches following the expulsion of the French priessts from the island at the
start of the war, but it was mainly due to the government insistence on
registration of children of school age as a basis for drawing up draft quotas

for the army, Following the war the only increase in state-church building

was in the subjugated provinces of the empire,
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Year Churches  $chools Pupils  Year (Churches  Schools Bugils

1860 16 n.a, n,a, 1878 1,088 784 44,79

1861 25 n, n.a, 1879 1,142 282 . 48,150

1862 39 n.a. n.a, 1880 1,024 862 39,288

1863 £8 7 365 1681 n,a na, 61,000

1864 24 7 576 1882 900% 818 102,096

1865 97 n.a. na, 1883 893 gle 105,516

1866 108 20 936 188¢ 1,14 1,040 97,095

1867 132 18 81 1865 1,25 1,070 100,513

1868 i77 28 1,735 1886 1,133 n.a, 102,667

1869 468 142 5,210 1887 n.a na, 86,332

1870 621 359 15,837 1628 n,a na, 91,667

1671 n,a n,a, 30,000 1889 n.a n,a, 06,333

1872 122 489 20,548 1290 1,223 700 68,187

1673 n.a n.e, 27,767 189} n.a n.a, 61,667

1874 n.a na, 29,667 1892 na na, 47,000

1875 n.a_ 652 34,167 1893 n.a na, 47,33

-187¢ 802 652 36,534 1894 n.a 72 45,000

©1en Rl 657 37,412 1895 ©on,a na, 78,667
% lmerina and 1boina omly
Iable 4: Schools affiliated fo the Protestant Hissions, 1884 (191

fission  lgperina fetsileo @etsilen Antsihanaka Eagt Coast  Intal % oof Jotal
LHS &1 204 Bl 3 - 46 66,09
EERA i25 - 125 - - 125 A7
Lng & FFHA 726 204 940 31 - 971 15,86
L 207 - - 207 16,117
PG 3 - 24 - &8 102 1,91
JTotal 119 204 L8 3 68 1,280
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The missions gained enormously  throuwgh the use of  fapnompoana labour,
especially as it gave them free access to skilled labour which on the open
market generally commanded more than dowble the wages of unskilled labour,
Moreover, it also guarantesd them that labour against the arbitrary demands of
other fanompoana, something whicl'.\ had been a major grievance for the missions

prior to the state conversion to Christilanity in 1869, [20]

-

hls G+ Fclimata: i 3 i {211

1865 0,498 0,75 n.z,
1870 d.zso - 0,5 0,50 -"1,00 ",a,
1875 0,498 1,284 5,93
1978 0,498 CT 1,284 5,93
189 0,216 0,909 4,20

The cest of chapal building, in labour and soney, placed a heavy burden on peasant communilias already/
afflicled by other fanompoana, particularly as sost coamunilies were pressurised into constructing and
paintaining at least two rival church establishments, This is reflacled in an LHS account of church

contruction in the Ampaszarina district of Imerina in 1879;
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'Chapel building is slow work in Madagastar, and is usually
done by fits and starts, The money comes in slowly, and the-
vorksen are very troublesoae, often-working for a few days
and then staying avay for a week or more, and somelimes never
turning up again, The resull is that work which ought to be
done in six months may extend over two or three years,' {221

The labowr of the entire local community would be involved at some stage, on a
temporary basis, in the construction of a chapel, although such building
projects also reguired a heavy and regular core of workers, For instance, 200
men were summoned in 1384 to construct the LMS school at Ambatoma on the
‘viver Mananara, On a.lérgér scalé, when the hospital foundations were laid at
Ambatolampy in 1823, 1,000 bachelors were promplty drafted from the local LMS
affiliated churches, on the local governor’s orders, to work as labourers, [23)

’

The organisation and labour involved in the construction of state-church

buildings was formidable, especially from the 1230s when higher standards of .

gonstruction and de:oratian were demanded by staﬁe—church officials, Although
statistics shaw little ingrease in the number -:u% buildings erected from the
mid 1%E50s, this disguiées the fact that a tonsiderable proportion of old clay
and thatch chapels were demolished and  replaced by brick  and - tile
constructions, One qf the greatest difficulties was the transport of necessary
supplizs, particularly the main structural timber, for the imperial regime

refused to improve tracks in the island, (241 To fully appreciate the effort”

involved for local communities, it is worth gquoting an account at some length;

In buiiding a church in Madagascar, the people not'unly give

a donation of money, bui they also do auch of the work,,,

with their oun hands,,, the ground is levelled, and the
foundation prepared, by the congregation, whe make an appointaent
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for a cartain porming, when the men, wozen, and children come
in a body vith spades and baskels and do the necessary work,
An estirate is also ofien made of the number of bricks which
will be required, and then a division is arranged.,, according
{0 social position occupied, or the supposed ability te furnish
the numbsr, ., [n the case of the tiles with which our church
at Fianarantsoa is covered, the men, vomen, and children
voluntarily carried the 24,000 tiles from the place vhere

they were nade and burnd to the building, a distance of more
than a sile, and involving hundreds of journeys te and fro,
and up and down a rather sheep hill,

0f all the difficulties connected with church building that

of getling heavy timbers required for the roof is the greatest,,,
there are no timber-yards vhere the wood reguired can be
selected and purthased, In the neighbourhood of the forests
thare are vood-cutters, and it is usual to make a bargain

vith these to cub down huge trees and to reduce thea with

their hatchels to vithin a few inches of the dimensions
required, These wood-cublers, however, do nothing but fell

the trees and oquare Lhem roughly to your dimemsions, You
aust get them o where you want thes to be - feirh thea,
perhaps forty or fifty miles, fros some vailey in the danse
forest, through which you sust cut your way before you tan
advanca,,, the male aembors of the congregation turn out on

an appointed day, and tarrying with them untooked rite and
tooking vessels, are prepared Lo camp out for the lime requireq,
On reaching the spot in the fores! whare the {ree has been
felled, they fit strong ropes or tough creepars to each end

of the poughiy cut beam, and then waking a pull,,, in two or
three days perhaps the beam gebs near iys destination,,, The
difficuldy is enormous, for there is no other way of getfing
your beans fron where they like in the forest than by actwally
dragging thea over hills and valleys, up steep, ruggad, and
precipitous places, through morasses, swaups, and rivers,,,

o the spot where you want them io be,., liaving been
succassfully brought thus far by the men, a message is sent
forward to the village or town in which the’church is building,
ghereupon ihe women alse tuen oudl .., and join with theip
husbands, sons, or brothers, or sweethearts, inm bringing the
bean home,,, Other {lighter] necessary timbers are carried

by two or four men on their shoulders, ehile lighier poles

and planks are carried by ene individual en the head ot
shouider’, [25] -

Local craftsmen were then employed to assist in the erection and decoration of

the church: carpenters to make the frames, the doors, and benches, masons tﬁ
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construct stone steps and wrouwght stone platforms, and iron smiths to make
the hinges and locks, [2&] So arduous was state—chureh fanompoana during
the buwilding programme of the 1870s and 138805 that local Betsilso craftsmen
fled, obliging the NMS to import skilled workers from Imerina, It was this
flight of provincial craftsmen and the diversion of Merina artisans from their
ordinary tasks, more than the competitiveness of imports, which led to a
decline in domestic craft production, In some cases, however, foreign
building technigues stimulated imports rather than local pr-:nduct‘i-::ﬁ. For
instance, the NMS imported pre-fabricated wooden houses directly from Norway,

rather than employ local craftsmen to construct them, [271

Further, building techniques ensured that fanompoana labour would be required
to maintain the chapel once built, This was because- most church buildings
were built with & low-pitched roof in emulation of the style of European
houses  in contrast to the high pitched roofs traditicnally used by the
Malagasy, The traditional eonstruction was ideally suited ia:r withstand the__ e
torrential r'ainst.-.:n‘m'é that regularly swept the plateau in the rainy season, to
which the low-pitched rvoofs §ucc_t.fmbe»:l and collapsed, necessitating constant

-

repair work,

Local or other fanomposna labour could not manufacture all the materials
required for bullding state—church buildings, An ordinary small clay and
thatch  c¢hureh cost an average of $60-125 plus  labour to erect, but
missionaries constantly pressurized local communities to construct bigger and
better buwildings, They had considerable success following government pressure

on local communmities from the time of the Army Reform in 1279 and the Code of
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1821, Thereaftar composite clay and adobe, or in some cases purely adobe
buildings were erected, In Imerina the first tiled roofs and glass windows
and schoolrooms separate from the chapel appearsd, wsually in the imperial

capital, 1221

Brick churches, costing an average of $250-300 plus labour to erect, became
common in the country districts in the 12205, characterised by lofty roofs
where-tiles increasingly replaced thatch, As sm—driéd bricks could only be
manufactured during the dry season, this entailed a concentration of chapel
~and school construction between .t,he m::anti'us- of April &nd November, when it
inpinged heavily either n:n‘ll the busiest agl‘ic‘uitural seasons  C(harvest and
preparation of the fields) or on the intervening ’ceremonial’ pericd, [291
Church buiiding was a particularly onerous burden for the chief villages of
each district where the missionary in charge attemptad to create a showpiece
edifices to cutshine both those of rival denominations in his own district, and
those of his colleagues in neighbouring areas, This would inevitably involve"
the purchase of stained glass, —:c.rlid frequently a bell costing $20 or more,
Also, whereas 95% of congregations held school within the church building, the
digtirict centres would each endeavour 40 possess a soparate ‘:'s_choolhc-use. LMs
churches of this type, costing from $500-1 500 and above, tended to be
superior to those of‘rivlal demominations, and the financial burden this caused
was a major cause of defection by the Malagasy to rival churches, [20]

The greatest expense of all was the import of materials from abroad, prompted
by the competition to build better and finer churches, From 1827, all tiles

usad on LMS buildings in Imerina were imported from France, This considerably
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raised the price of construction; for ekample, the estimate for the cheapest
churck that the LMS builder and architect, Pool, could build in 1887 was
$1,750, [313 Similarly, in ones Df.the most spectacular missionary building
projects next to the construction of the ™M™Memorial Churches’, stone was
imported from Britain to build the SPG church at Ambatcharanana, twelve mileg
north of Antananarive, It was only in 18381, after the vast majority of church
and school building had already been completed, that the SPG decided that it

would contribute one third to the cost of constructing a new church, 0323

Carried away with enthusiasm for what they frequently considered to be
personal creations, the missionaries rarely showed any awarensss of the trus
eost of stste-church construction to the local community, One exception was

Cousins who commented of the Toamasina Jdistrict that,

't present the school is held in the Awbodifotolra church,

. the new school-house being still in an unfinished state froa
vant of funds, The people seea to have exhausted fheaselves
in the efferts they made Lo build the Ambodifolotra church,
They told ne that this building cost thea $1200 and that,
with the exception of $100 given by our Society, the whole
of this suzr was raised by the two rongregations in Tamatave
[foapasinal’, [33]

B/ State—church Pergonpel

Fanompeana entailed not only forced labour but also the exaction of money and
materials for state projects or state persomnel, The latier increased

dramatically from 1869; the number of LMS pastors, preachers and evangelists
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rose from 101 in 1867 to over 2,000 in 1870, & number which was to double
afdain within eight yesars, It soon became impossible for the LMS to pay more
than a handful of church workers, and the WMS and other missions qguickly
resorted to the use of state-church fanompoana to provide indigenous mission
persommel, Indeed, it had little choice in the matter as most such efficials
were app::iint.éd by the imperial court, In overall terms, the tax collhecte::i from
the ordinary -people for the wpkeep of evangelists, pastors, preachers, and
teachers was considerable, In absolute terms, annual congregational
collections in LMS8/5tate churches rose from $1 06050 in 1267 to almost
_$IE=,500 in 1870, Trereafter it did not decline wuntil the Franco—Merina War,
after which it revived to reach a recorded peak of $232,525.10 in 1290, In
terms of thie average contribution per church member this constituted an
average yearly tax  of %0338, the lowest recovded average contribution of
0,13 ocgurring in 1885, the last'yea\‘ of the Franco—Merina War of 18282-5, and
the highest of $051 in 12€2, the year of the imperial couri's conversion to

Christianity, [24]

L3 Teachers;

Nowhare in the 1921 Code concerning education was mention made of salaries
for school officials, It was implicit that their work, like other state work,
Was fanc:mp:::aha and therefore unremunerated, The LMS insisted that the local
c::-mmunig-y bear the greater cost of supporting a teacher, providing him with &
house, suff icient rice to subsist on (estimated at 50 bushels {1 21850 litres]

per annum, and at lesst two-thirds of his salary - freguently all of it, [35)
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However teachers’ salaries were not only low - $2 a month in 1363, dropping
to $1 a month from 1870 and $0.50 in 1875, except for LMS College graduates
who recieved %6 & month, but were frequently not paid at all by the lecal
community, By 1830 teachers salaries were lower still, varying betwesn %0 25
and $2 a month (plus the provision of a howse and rice), They received a
monetary “pittance” when they presented their registers for annual inspection
to the missionaries at Antananarivo, A handful of ‘deserving’ schools obtained
from $75 to $295 per annum from the mission, [36] Because teaching was
unremunerative, teachers’ salaries being: well below those ‘of unskilled
labourers, and therefore wnprestigious, many unsuitable candidates entersd the
- profession, which only added to the dislike felt for them by the local
community, [371 Ths .effect of poor pay was to lower the standard of

education in the schools:

"IV is diffitult to saintain any nunber of properly trainad
teachers in any district under these circusstances {je, poor
payl, and so most af our teachers of village schools are
youths from the neighboiurhood, vho, in the hope of escaping -
unpaid Government service, and in considerabtion of what they
can obtain from the congregation in their native village, -
supplemented by the seall grant-in-aid,,, are villing to do
vhal they ran in teaching the children', 138)

Despit= the reiuctanée of local communities to support a teacher, a school post

was highly desirable as a means to escape military fanompoana;

‘Sope of these men coaplain of being poor, but they are wise
enough to know that their presenl poverly is riches roapared
with what would be their lot were they to return to heir
failitaryl fanoapoana’, [23]
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© Year

1869
1870
1875
1878
1882
1820

Iable £: | MS Teacher Salary Scales (%) [402

Hininua
Baxious LUS Church Heabers’
($ pa,) {3 pa,)
24,00 0,462 [nerina £,00 15,00
12,00 0,231 Inerina 4,00 8,00
6,00 0,115 Inerima 2,00 4,00
12,00 - 36,00 0,231 - 0,692 Inerina 4,00 - 12,00 8,00 - 24,00
3,00 - 48,00 0,058 - 0,923 Imerima 1,00 - 16,00 2,00 - 32,08
2,00 -24,00 0,058 - 0,462 Iloerinz 1,60 - 8,00 2,00 - 15,00
4,50 - 54,00 0,087 - 1,038 Belsileo 1,5¢ - 18,60 3,00 - 36,00
12,00 0,231 Antsihanaka 4,00 8,00
Iable Z: Annyal LH5 Church Contributions ($) [41]
. A ’ .
Intal. Teacher per per Church
Year Disirict Rajsed Salaries  (ongeegabion  Yesber
1867 lImerina 1,060 4, 1,52 4,200
1870 Imerina 18,485 n.a, 29,77 0,882
1875 leerina 16,755 11,85 18,58 0,284
1280 Imerina 19,815 20,62 17,35 0.277
1830 Imerina 23,400 16,08 30,43 0,44
Betsiles 1,939 21,49 7.12 0,470
Other 1,150 60,21 n,a, 1,450
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In contrast to the-Norwegian Lutheran and French Roman Catholic missions, the
LMS in Madagascar gained little metropolitan financial support, and it was
very rarely that the LMS provided any subsidy to local congregations for
gducational or religious work, Indeed, il was the avowed aim of the (MS
mission from its inception in Madagascar in 1812 io become self-sufficient as
guickly as possible, This policy which was re-affirmed for the second mission
from 1852 by William Ellis, was particularly harsh for the peoples of
subhjected provinces of the Neriné empire where the salaries of Merina state-

church perscrmnel was highar than in Imerina itself, [42]

Ey 1875 the Falace Church, which stood at the apex of the state-church
structure, and over which no missionary had any control, was funding 282
trained teachers and evangelists, _This evidently proved too much of a burden\.-
for the imperial treasury for in‘1877 Rainilaiarivony wordered a collection
throwghout the Imerina congregations for a domestic Missionary Solciety called
the Isan-cnim-bolana lflit.. ‘avery six months'), designed to send Merina
evangalists to different provinces both on the plateauw and in distant parts of
the island, The Tsan-Enim-Eolana was started by the MS in 1271, but
forbidden to operate by Hainilaiarivony uwuntil 1875 under a ravised scheme -:tf/
action, By January 1873 Rabezandrina, a.' court official, had collected $5,784 .5
in cash, plus elothes, books, watches and jewelry, from the members of the
Palace Church, and $1,32581 from the seven ‘'town’ churches of Antananarivo,

[4:3]
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Iable 8: Hission Pergonpe] [441]

A LNE-FFHA Eyangelist  Pasiors  Preachers
1884 Imerina o2 122 4,814
Betsileo 134 14 352

HE 156 5,166

Wilson, an FFMA missionary, reflected the desperate and contradictory attempts
of the missionary bodies in Madagascar to maintain the pretence of an
independent church to the outside world when he remarked of the Isan-enim-—

bolana’collection’:

"Kow the Malagasy as a whole are very poor, but at the sawe
tine, if the Queen says a thing has io be done, it will be
done, This message vas distinctly not coapulsory; still, a
sup of £1,200 [$6,0003 has baen collected, ehich is enormous
for this country’, [45]

Betwesn 12230 and 1830 the Imerina LMS affiliated congregations contributed a
total of $15000 towards the Isan—enim-bolapa, on the basis of a half yearly
levy of %$0.04-100 per 'country’ congregation and 5 for each church in the
imperial capital, The government also levied a contribution from army
officers, Some of this went towards the support of 22 evangelists, whose
work was considered privileged fanompoana, Six of these were appointed fr::-rzz
ihe Falace Church and were hence regarded as the chief evangelists, although it
is probable that most money raised disappeared into. the imperial treasury,
[461 In 1875 it was decided that the evangelist, if working in the district

administered by one of the mother churches of Antananarivo, should have one
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third of his salary, which averaged %5 a month, paid by the mother church and
the rest by the LMS, In 1875 the LMS contribution was estimated to be $4,550,
but there was an understanding that the contribution of the churches of the
district would gradually be increased, and the LMS supplement decreased,
Outside Imerina the LMS initially agresd to pay two-thirds of the salary of
evangelists, the rest to be provided by the churches of the district to which
t,hey; werg sent, However, in acecordance with the LMS principle of self-
sufficiency, it was expected that the LMD provision would be gquickly reduced
and that the local churches and the Isan-Enim-—E?olc;na would soon  assume
financial responsibility for evangeli%ts, each contributing half of his salary,
[471 This placed a heavy burden on the less well supported churches of the
provinces, For  instance, t.wénty—four tM3 affiliatsd churches amongst the
Bezanozano contributed an averags of $100 per annun; from 1223-35, which at
$2 08 per congregation e half year was over double the average contribution
of the average Merina church, In Eetsiled, where evangelists were paid $3
every six monthz, a similar organisation, the Isan-Keriniaona (lit, ‘the return
of the y=ar’), was =stablished, “In the year 1380-31, $466.79 was collected

there, and from 1820-30 the number of evangslists working in the region

increased from 9 to 332, (42]

The burden on the local community for the support of teachers and evangelists

was frequently too great for them to bear, As early as 1876 it was commented

-

of the Faravohitra district of Imerina: The support of these evangelists is a
difficulty, Tihe seven churches agresd to find 125, [$3] per month, but they
have never done so,,, [and] to find rice for the teachers is no light burden’.

[43]
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Tahle 9 fficial Wage Rates of Indigenous State-Church Persapnel (503

Year Enployment Blace of Epploynent . galary () Weskly rate (4 falary (%)
1869 Pastor (LMS) Inerina 3,060 0,654 36,72
1873 Teacher (LMS) Betsileo 6,375 0,036 4,50
1875 tvangelists JLMS)  Imerina 3,000 $.750 36,00
Evangelist (LMS)  Antsihanaka ' 2,000 0,498 24,00
1877 Evangelist (LMS)  Imerina 7,000 1,500 24,00
1890 Evangelist (LMS)  Maroanisetra 7.000 1.500 84,00

The failure or refusal to find the salary of teachers and evangelists often
resulted in the closure of schools for up to Siﬁ months a year as ihe central
missiﬁn fund alone was insufficient to maintain a teacher on & permanent
basis, [51] The role of the schools In removing valusd family labour from
the ricefields wmade the Malagasy peasant increasingly uwwilling to pay
teacher/evangelist salaries, In the face of such opsgsition, the %tate—church
resorted to force, which one missionary euphemistically referred ﬁ: as  ‘'the
wise and friendly pressure put on the people by the Queen and Frime Minister!
(521, in order to raise the money required to pay the teachers, UOccasionally. .
missionaries would object when they witnessed such extortion first hand (53],
but on the whole they turnmed a blind eye because they realised that such
methods  were the only means of- maintaining the schools, However, their
support of force was always phrased to allay potential suspicion from  the
missionary supporting public in Britain, It was wsually expressed in terms of
inducing a sense of financial ‘responsibility’ and self-help amongst local

-

congregations as part of their process of Christian maturation;

*The missionaries of the LMS firely insist upon the churches
bearing a share in the expenses of the schools, It cannot
be doubted that, if the regular and persisieni pressure
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brought io bear by the missionaries upon the churches vere
Lo tease, thair contribution would rapidly decline, and soop
fail altogether’, [54]

fiii g ¥ == =

Following the state adoption of Christianity in 1869, the position of pastor
was ugually filled by the head men of the village, though 'they were joined from
1876 by a large number of old soldiers who were 1retire;j in  consequence of
army reforms and were pushed by the court into becoming pastors of country
' churches, Their work was considered part of their fanompoana and they wete
directly supervised by_the Mérina court, As a missionary remarked, ‘Pastoral work
is, with very fav exceptions, a mere addition Yo wilitary and civil honaurs_ and duties’, [553

Once given court approval, a pastor considered that his position was confirmed
for life, and was even a hereditary one ta be passed on to his sons, The
status of such a post was considerable, as was its material benefits, for.

although officially unsalaried, the pastor felt himself entitled to demand a

comfortable living from his congregation,

In eontrast to teachers and evangelists, local congregations received virtually
no suppert for the upkesp of their pastors and preachers, From 1870, the LMS
cfficially refused to pay more than one third of the salary of jts native
pastors, In reality even this sum was not forthcoming, the onus being L,zpf:m’
the local congregations o maintain  their cler-jy through  loeal  ‘church’
coniributions, (561 His wage taken from church contributions was exelusive

of rice which the local c¢ongregation was also expected o provide, As rice
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.

was the basis of every meal, this was a considerable bonus, and meant that the
money salary could be expended on items other than food, In addition, he
wielded considerable local power which was enforced through his control over

the minor positions of authority within the church, [57]

1880 30 259,55 1885 43 298,52
1681 50 IR 1886 50 21,21
1882 47 296,94 1887 52 - 206,26
1683 30 27,13 1888 56 218,28

1684 ]| 379,33 {883 75 253,79

The number of pastors increased markedly 1:1 Imerina between 1880 and 1890,
although at a less rapid rate in the 5&1%::31..@&1;9:':1 provinces of the empire, This
growth is both a reflection of t.hé increase in.the number of chapels, and of
the immunity of pastors to non—religious fanompoana. The slower rate of
intrease in the- impefial provinces is explained by the fact that all pastors
were Meriné, and in the provinces earned the hostility of most of the local
population to whoni Merina pastors were justifiably representatives of an
oppressive imperial regime, The number of part-time preachers also showed a
rapid increas2 in both Imerina and Betsileo between 1280 and 18930, They werae
drawn from the members of the congregation and did not exclude non—Merina,
which largely explains the increase in their numbers in Betsilec, Preachers

were not exempt from non-religious fanompoana, but as they derived
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Table 11: Estinated Nysber and Salaries of Indigenous LMS/State Church Personnal, 1866-94 (591
Year Evang- Total Pastors Total  Preachers Total  Ieachers Total

plists Anpual Annual Annual finnual
Wages Vages Vages Vages
%) ($) {4} . {%)
1866 - 95 2,850 - - 16 192
1867 - 101 3,030 - - 50 600
1868 - 115 3,450 33 39% 78 936
1849 - 183 4,590 ns 3,780 403 4,836
1870 - 209 6,270 2 4,944 1,008 12,096
1811 n,a, n,a, n,a, n,a, n.a, n,a, n.a,
1872 - 7 8,310 445 5,340 1,39 16,728
1873 - - n.a, h,a, “n.a, n,a, na,
1874 - - n,a, n.a, na, n,a, n.a,
1875 - - nz, n.a, n.a, n,z, 1,3,
1876 3% 2,160 283 8,490. 583 6,996 1,826 21,912
1877 107 6,420 34 16,320 - 459 5,508 1,842 22,104
1678 155 9,360 386 11,580 546 6,552 2,195 26,340
1879 153 9,180 513 15,570 470 5,640 2,470 29,640
1880 n,2, n,a, 604 18,120 n.a, n,a, n.a, n.a,
1881 n.4, n,a, n,a, na, - na, n.a, n,a, na,
1282 123 7,380 h54 19,620 179% 2,148t 2,282 21,024
1883 na, Mna, na, n.a, n,a, n.a, 2,38 21,816
1884 123 7,380 756 22,680 232 2,784 2,506 34,872
188% n,2a, n,a, n,a, n,a, n.a, n.a, n,a, n.a,
1886 n.a, 0, B2 24,150 n.a, n,a, n,a, f.a,
1887 n,a, n,a, n.a, n.a, n.a, n,a, n.a, n,a,
1568 n,a, n,a,  na, n.a, n,a, n,2, n.a, n,a,
1839 n.a, n.a, n,a, n.a, n.a, n.a, n.a, n,a,
1830 na,  na, 97 29,13 n.a, n,a, B, n.a,
1891 n,a, 0., na, na, n,a, na, n.a, n.a,
1892 na, n.a, n.a, n.a, n.a, na, n,a, n.a,
1893 na, ha, na, ‘n.a, n.a, na, n,a, n.a,
1894 na, na, ona, n,a, n,a, na, 1,94 23,928
Yorking on the basis that 1, the annual average wage of an evangelist = $60
oo ' ' pastor = 430
oo ' * preacher = §12
£ . * teacher = $12

2, the number of preachers be counted, for vage purposes, as the nusber of
tongregations without either an evangelist or a pastor

3, the ratio of schools to teachers being 1:2,8 (Rabary Daly Malaza 2 |
(1931),144; iden, 4 (Tananarive,1948),78,
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Iable 12: Stakistics of the LMS Mission Madagascar, 1880-30 [601

Indigenoys Indigengus Church Church Meabers Tofal Local
fegion mammmmmmﬂummmcmnmmm

Inerina
1880 £36 3,314 63,927 119,27 19,29 11,012,625
189 _R47 3,535 3,883 R3.62  W4BB 22399 708
+311 +381 -10,044 -£9.65 -4 .11 +]2, 387 083
Betsileo
1830 24 349 3,nue 129,96 8,94 2,500,000
1850 92 750 4122 44,89 5680 1,939.37%
+£8 +401 +1 003 B85 16 -3 44 -G60 625
Tsihanaka
1880 - 10 - £0,000
1830 - £9 270 - 45,29 171 604
= +49 na - n,a +721 E04
Toamasina . -
1890 20 137 832 41,60 6,07 1,342,208
§,E.Coast
1890 n.a, 2 97 n,a, 3,5% n.a,
Iboina
1890 12 ] i 34,25 6.74 n.a,
I0TAL
1880 5¢9 3,837 8,227 124,62 14,12 14,583,250
1890 871 4129 89,615 46,07 13.63 27 453 9%

+362 +592 ~8,612 -78,55 -0,45 +12,869,645

considarable status from their role within the state church, they did possess
some influence and would be more likely to evade such fanompoana than

ordinary church members,
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The burden to the community of maintaining state-church personnel did not stop
at meeting the cost of stipulated wagés and food, and the supply of a house,
The work of state—church officials was itself fancmpoana and, in accordance
with the traditional practice regarding fanompoarna work, state—church officials
resorted to extortion in order to supplement their income, In construction
projects they inevita_\bly took a percentage of the project resources,
particularly in materials and'money! For instance, during the erection of a
new chu;ch at Iscavina Peake commented: ‘

'I have been extrenely tried by the scheming and cunning of scme

to make the work a means of "squeezing” money oui of others,

f fev made atiempts to upset and pul a stop to the work,

because ihey were nol allowed the opportunity of handling
the aoney’, [61]

As with building brojects, so the collection of money and food for the supportm
of teachers and evangelists was subject to ex&rtion, the head man of the
village, who usually doubled as the pastor of the local church, raising money
through the imposition of an isam—-baravarana or house tax, from which he took

his cuf:

'The Malagasy mode of collecting by means of the head men in -
the villages is also a most unfortunate one, as the poor

paople are often compelled to pay auch more than justly falls

to their share, This plan is usually adopled in collecting

the paople’'s share of the schoolmasters’ salaries,,, and

tonsiderable extortion is practiced, It is nod surprising

therefore that there should be much discontent in many of

the villages with regard to this matter', [62)
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Sunmnary

Up to the present, historians have given enormous weight to mission'act,ivit.y
in Madagascar, arquing that the missionaries weilded enormous power, The
missionary apologists claim that in the burst of prosalytising which followed
the convérsion of the imperial court to Christianity in 1869, the missionaries
used their power in benevolent fashion, They emphasise the self-sacrifice and
generosity of missionaries and their supporters in Britain, which was emulated
by indigenous converts, The French ‘colonial’, and the modern ‘nationalist’
schools also emphasise the enormpus power and influence of the missions, but
argue that the missionaries used that power to forward British political and
commercial interests in Madagascar, This author argues, to the contrary, that
the independence of the missions was negligible and that the power they
wielded was not only circumscr:it-ed but derived entirely from the imperial
court which totally dominated the missions and effectively absorbing them inta

a state-church,

It is within that context that this paper examines the burst of ‘missionary’
activity from 1862, The subsequent construction of church  buildings,
attendance at them, and the dramatic increase in the number of church
officials, particularly those affiliated to the LNS, was aﬁ extension of
imperial fanompeoana and recognised as such by the Malagasy peasant, The cost,
again in terms of fanompoana, of that expansion to the peasant was enormous:
causing general resentment both against the imperial Merina regime that

sponsored  state-church fanompoanaand the officials of the state-church,

including the missionaries who executed imperial orders, The missionaries
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were aware of the burden of religious fanompoana, but accepted it, and the loss
of mission independence, in return for the advantages of belonging to a state
church, Chief amongst those advantages was their access, as state—church

officials, to imperial fanompoana,

it
!
i

i, The following abbreviations are used throughout this paper;

Missicmary Sncjsties: FFMA — Friends Faoreign Mission Association; LMES -

London Missionary Society; NMS - Norwedgian (Luthsran) Missionary Society:

EPG = Society for the Propagation of the Gospel,

Sourtes of Primary Materiz]: AAMM — tanznarivao ; fe) dar

gazine ~ Journal of the LMS in Madagascar; AMBAT - Archivés of the SPG
at Ambatoharanana, Madagascar; ANM - Archives Nationales de Madajascar;
FLM/NMS - Archives of the NMS, Isoraka, Antananarivo; FJKM - Avchives of
the Flangonana Jesosy Kristy, Madagaskara {(Church of Jesus Christ in
Madagascar); US — Despatches of United States Censuls in Toamasina,

Madagascar (1852-1908), Mational Archives, Washington DT,
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2, For primary sources see note 1, For representatives of the main schools
of thought in secondary material see William Ellis, Hisigry of Madagascar
Z vols (London, 1232); Adrien Boudou, Leg Jésyites 3 Madagascar aiy XI¥e

gigcls 2 vols (Paris,1942); Bonar Gow,

Inpact: The wyork of the Britis

2, For an exposition of the nationalist school see Frangoise Ralson-
Jourde (ed), Les souverains de Madagascar (Faris,19932); Omaly sy Anic =

Journal of the History Department, University of Madagascar,

4, J, Sewell, Eriends' Monthly Review supplt, (15 Moy, 1570)

5, For Christian movements in Madagascar prior to 1361 see Gwyn Campbell,
The Role of the London Missionary Society in the Rise of the Merina

Enpire, 1310-18517, Ph D, (University of Wales, 13853,

[ J.C, Therne, 'Elementary Education in Madagascar’, aAME 9 (13E85) 43 see

also LMS, Beport of the Madagascar Mission for 1878 (Antananarivo,

15782 10,

7. ‘'letter’ to Queen Ranavalona, Ramainandro, 3 Adaoro 1878, HH3'1116-1123,

ANM; also see Shaw to Cousins, Fianarantsoa, 22 Jan 1372, BDC Letter Book

L

-

(1870-20)", FJEM: Briggs to PM, § Aug 1879, 'IDC Letter Bock (1575—

913’ 405-11, EIM
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g, LMS, Ien Years Review of Mission Work in Madagascar, 1820-1£90

{Antananarivo,1890) 27,

9, JSibree, Madagascar and its People. Notes of a Four Year's Residence

{London 18703 530,

10, JSibre=, Madagascar, Comtery, People, Mission (London,[18201), 37; Thorna,

Elementary Education’, 42,

-

11, Robinson to Payson, 3 Aug 1531, US2,
12, Gregory, Churches in Ambatoharanana District’,1-2, Ambat,

12, Walue of Baetsileo FProperty (1919)7, file, EJXM

14, M2, Beport of the Madagagcar Missipn for 1573 (Antananarivo,1879),123,

(Antananarivo,’

j832)

41 45 90,102

¥

16 ‘Statistics of all LMS Missions in Madagascar, 1880 and 1850’, in LMS, Ten

Years Review (1880~1830)

17, LMS, Report of the Madagascar Mission, 1824 (Antananarivo,1884),14 25231,
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18, Ieny S0a(1870),19; A_Rrief Review of the 1MS Mission in Madagascar from
1861 to 1870 (Antananarivo,1871),20; LMS, Report of the Imerina District
Mission, Madagascar, from July 1, 1875 - June 20, 1876 (Antananarivo,

1876) 59; ILMS, Beport of the Imerina District Mission for 1877
(Antananarivo,1877) frontispiece; LMS, Beport (1878), frontispiece;

LMS, Report (1873), frontispiece; LMS, Beport (1882), frontispiece; LMS,
Eﬁﬁaﬁjumwmﬁimw (Antananarivo,1854) §19-23;
LMS, Report (1284), frontispiece, 51,54-5; S P, Oliver Madagascar II
(Londnn,fBSS) 152-3; LMS, Ten Years' Review (1880-1890) 26 .88,103,128;
LMS, The Madagascar ﬂ.isf.-'.inn. Ten Years' Review, 1901-1910 (Antananarivo,
19113,71 81 ,24,180; Rabary, Ny Daty Malaza III (Tananarive,1931 ),;27-35,66—
7: ihdd IV (Tananarive,19242,78,152; H Rahamefy,1LEglise du Palais a

Madagascar’, Le monde pon-chrétien 22 (1954) 398,400 413; F, Doncaster

Untn £ f

of William and Lucy S, Johnson (London,18396) xi; J 5 Sewell, Extract from

‘Address at the Monthly Prayer Meeting at Ambatonakanga Church,

Antananarivo, 5 June 18767, in Edith Sewell, Joseph Seowell, A Guaker
Memorial (London, 19023 ,116&; .Sibree, Madagascar £182801, frontispiece;

Thorne, Elementary Education’41-246,

19, Thorne, Elementary Education’ 46,

20, Sibree, Madagascar (1870),530,

21, idem, 230; Ellis, Madagascar Revisited (London,1867),490; Ny Gazety
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22,

23,

24,

25,

26,

27,

Malagasy 1 Sep 1875 and 1 Jan 1876; Estimates for 1878','IDC Letier Book
(1875-91 ' EJXM: Robinson to Hunter, Tamatave, 1 Oct 1878, US2;

Rahamefy,t. Eglise du palais’399,

LMS, Beport (1879),47,

Peake to PM, Isoavina, 10 May 1877 and 25 Sep 1884; Pearse to PM,

Fianarantsoa, 22 March 1838 - ‘HH2’863-70, 908-11, 1044-5, ANM,

L

For the origins and effect of the imperial transport policy see Gwyn

Campbell, Transpori and: the Labour Problem in Imperial Madagascar, 13810~

1995, Jourpal of Africap History (1981)

J. Pearse, 1MS Churches and Congregations and Christian Life in

Madagascar’, AAMM 19 {1895) 318-9,
ibid 318,

Karl Jakobsen, Wy Tanataran'ny Stasiona Fihasina, Taona 1875-1942'
(Fihasina,1944), ns, Boks 57G,, ELM/NMS; Le courrier de Madagascar 6
(12 jan 18392); Borchgrevink to PM, Anisahamanitra, 19 Aug 12839, ‘HHE'249-

S0, ANM.

LMS, Bepart (1879),76; LMS, Report (1282) 45: Thorne, Elementary

Education’, 47,
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23,

33,
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35,

35,

33,

39,
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LMS, Report (July 1 1875 - June 30 1876),33,35; idem, Report (1877).27;
idem, Ten Years Review (1880-1890)88; idem, Ten Years Review (1501-
11910),10; Sibree, Madagascar [1880],44,

LMS, Report ( 1877),44 47,
Fool to Huckett, 24 April 1887, file: letters (1887-90)°, EJEM,

Minute Book of the English Church Mission in Madagascar’ (5 June 1881),

gmbat; Gregory, ‘Churches in Ambatcharanana Distf‘ict‘,l—Z, Ambat.
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.
See tables 11 and 12,

LMS, Report (1878),131.; idem Report (18823,10; idem, Ien Years Review

(1880-1830),104; Thorne, Elementary Education’43,
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, Ien Years Reyview (1880-1830) 32,

R Baron, Brief Summary of Important Events in Madagascar during 1882°,

gakMM 6 (18823128,
LMS, Ten Years Review (1880-18350) 32,

Sibree, Magagascar [18801 frontispiece; LMS, Jen Years Review (1901-
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