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Recent perspectives on segregationism in the first two decades of this century
have suggested that by the end of the First World War segregation had become
the accepted convention "within which solutions or resolutions of class
conflict in South Africa were sought.”® Segregation has also been seen as a
set of policies associated with the response of a society undergoing the
stresses and strains of industrialisation.* This debate has tended however

to focu? oh the Rands mining industry and its responses to African
proletarianisation in the period following the Anglc Boer War and the
Reconstruction Governnent. Broadly speaking 1ittle work has heen done of the
most important component of this equation - the Reserves. At the last History
Workshop William Beinart presented a paper which specifically addressed the
question of rural Reserve political movements in the 1920's and suggested that
"to characterise the Reserve districts of South Africa as merely isplated and

economicaliy depressed Ybgckwaters in tue fwentietu »

centuwy is uigly migleading.® He goes on to say tuzt even tuough tuey were
uudoubtedly ecouomically depresesed,and indeed contined to be so) tuey could

be tie scene of mMunovative aad important political and ideclogical develop=-
M gra~€
ments.n Brougut under tne spotlizut were the particular character of rTursl &A

organisation and ideas, the different class positions of large sections of the
aAfrican rural community, and the importance of age and gender in the
formulating and prosecution of popular political action.” Helen Bradford has
done a number of equally fascinating studies of other forms of rural agrarian
protest in varied regional economies of the country outside of the Reserves,
chiefly concentrating on those labour tenants on white owned farms in the
Transvaal, the OFS and Natal.® These studies have shown that there are
important regional and local perspectives on the experience by rural Africans
of the twin processes of accumulation and dispossession in rural South Africa
in the 1920's. As suggested by Beinart, it would be highly misleading to
suggest that "rural” was a uniform category.® It would be equally misleading
to put forward the notion that dispossession was chiefly the Yot of rural South
Afr%cans. and accumulation that of rural whites. A number of studies have
focussed on this issue in an earlier period to that spotlighted by Beinart and
Bradford.® White settler accumulation was varied and jagged and by no means
egalitarian; it differed in iﬁtensﬁty regionally and nationally and
dispossession and proletarianisation was equally the lot of many rural Settlers

as it was for Africans. This is not to say something astoundingly profound;
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most commentators, both contemporary and modern, have suggested this battern
for South Africa's agrarian revolution.” What is important however is to try
and stitch these two accounts of the experience of rural change of Africans and
Settlers together in such a manner as to avoid simplifying the issues to those
rather static concepts of "capital, the state and wage labour.” or of the
"articulation of the capitalist mode of.production Wwith the (African)
non-capitalist mode(s)"”, and to evaluate the nature and extent of their

interaction, in both ideological and class terms.

The following sketch, which forms the substance of this paper, is an attempt to
stitch together some such account for an area of the country which has received
rather scant attention from social historians. It is centered on a freehoid
one thousand morgan farm "Tlapeng™(TF 13) which was included within the
boundaries of the Taungs Native Reserve in former British Bechuanaland in

1894, Tlapeng was intended at the time to form part of a "buffer”™ line of
farms between the border of the Transvaal and the boundaries of the Reserve in
order to present further friction between the Transvaal Boers and the Thlaping
groups which were settied there. T]apeng {or Tlaping or Thlaping as it appears
in some of the official correspondence) was one of the farms within those
Reserves included in the Schedule to Proclamation B.B. Ho.220 of 1895 which
stated that those Reserves "shall be and remain inalienabie, save with the
consent of Her Majesty's Principle Secretary of State for the Colonies."®

when British Bechuanaland was annexed to the Cape Colony, the Annexation Act
No.41 of 1895, Section 17 provided that "no lands at present reserved by any
law for the use of Natives 1n the said territories shall be alienated, or in
any case diverted from the purposes for which they are set apart"? The farm
Tlapeng now part of the Taungs Native Reserve, was subsequently included in the
Schedule to the 1913 Native _Land Act as land within the Reserve. With the
impertant exception other lands of ex-Chief Galishwe Gasibone, deposed and
imprisocned for his part in the Langeberg Rebellion of 1B96 who had his lands at
Phokwane confiscated by the Cape Government (Act No.l17 of 1897) the Taung
Reserve therefore remained substantially intact.*® Nevertheless,

increasingly through the 1900's and 1910's this Reserve was put under pressure
from interested parties seeking to open up land within the Reserve for
prospecting until in December 1915 the Secretary for Native Affairs,
Mr.F.8arrett informed the Magistrate at Taungs, Mr.A.C,.G.0akes, that the
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Govérnment had decided, as an'“experﬁment“ to proclaim 500 morgan of the
190,846 morgan Reserve, as an alluvial diamend digging.** These 500 morgan
fell on the farm "Tlaping”. This essay addresses the nature of the various
pressures from a nunber of different sources which led to this decision in
1919. It examines the responses of both the Reserve inhabitants and the
digging community to the various problems raised by the existence of mineral
treasures within the boundaries of a Reserve area, and the nature of the
response of the vafinus Government Departments to this dilemma. By weans of
this sketch it is hoped that our knowledge of the variety and diversity of
tocal pressures and interest of early groups and class formation will be
correspondingly advanced and a more nuanced view of rural class formation in

this, the era of segregation, “’"e’?”’d"l'b actuaniee] .
Part One

On the Sth March 1920 a small notice appeared in the Government Gazette giving
note of the intention of Government to open Tlapeng, "portion of Taung Native
Reserve, situated in the District of Vryburg” on the 24th of that month "where
it shall be lawful for‘any persan who is the holder of a diggers certificate to
peg off one claim 30 fee by 60 feet.”** Less than three weeks later, in a
state of absolute confusion, and with a delay of one day, the proclamation
notice was read out by the Inspector of Claims Wr.H.Audas from the roof of one
of the few buildings standing on the field, setting off between 6,000 and 7,000
diggers, nearly without exception all white diggers, in a mad rush across over
two kilometers of extremely broken terrain, to the digging area.*? Memorable
though this moment must have been (Audas reporting subsequently that "a number
of accidents from falls and collisions took place; those brought to my notice
being one broken kneecaﬁ, two broken leg bones and about ten with sprained
ankles and bad bruises. {(Also) A motor vehicle left immediately after the rush
with several injured persons and it was reported that one had died as a result
of falling on one of his pegs which entered his body."?) the mest lasting
impression of Tlaping in the minds of the Government officials was the state of
insanitary chaos which followed as the 5,000 diggers and their 35,000 African
" labourers began the long, tedious and back-breaking woik of digging and sieving
the‘sha]ﬁrziamnniformus gravel., MWithin three months Tlaping, as was the case

with a large number of other diggings in the south-western Transvaal at this
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juncture was quickly worked out.*® Qn the 306th of July, four months after
the,;ush at Tlaping, Doyies Prospect was proclaimed on an adjacent portion of
T'Iap'!ing.15 By early 1921 there were less than twenty diggers in total at

work on either of these diggings, and on 15 September 192Z, both Doyles
Prospect and Ttaping Alluvial Diamond Diggings were deproclaimed.*? The
"experiment” was considered over and a suitable postscript was provided by the
Magistrate at Taungs in a letter to the Secretary for Native Affairs in
November 1920:

Both Tlaping and Doyles Prospect (he said) must be counted as
fajilures. A few people did well but hundreds lest their money
and many were impoverished. The conditions {he continued) under
which the Europeans and Natives live(d) at these diggings are
detrimental to the interests of both and bad in every way. The
tendency is to drag down the European and cause the native to
lose the wholesome respect he once felt for the White man and
which is disappearing fast.

bHe continued along these lines :

I am quite sure that if the real views of the Natives could be
ascertained, it would be found that they are wholly opposed to
any further extension of alluvial diamond digging in the
Reserve, On these diggings the Native daoes not live under the
healthy conditions of his kraal 1ike (but rather) they are
huddled together at one or two sites allotted for locations and
their shelters are hovels made of bits of tin and sacking.

Further aspects along the same theme continued to plague his mind:

Natives come to the diggings from all parts of the country,
gambling (was) rife, stock thefts from the Natives in the
Reserves occurr{ad), {also) petty thefts from Europeans and
Natives (were) frequent and brandy (was} plentiful.

The culprit in his mind was clearly the Government and not the diggers; "The
Diggings are it1-regulated (he stated) and there is an absence of any proper
system in their management and control.” No private campany, he complained,
would be allowed to conduct mining operations employing thousands of Natives.
and making “ne provision for the housing, feeding and medical treatment of the
Natives, and having no sanitary arrangements”:® P.Targelt Adams, the
Assistant Health Officer for the Union Public Health Department had similar
themes on his mind after his visit to Tlaping on the 3rd and 4th of June 1920:

"there is a present (he wrote), apparently always has heen and may continue to

eI s e e et A rey Ay
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sanitatiosand housing on al) of these spontaneous and ephemeral settlements {on
public alluvial diggings)."*® Spontaneous and ephemeral they may have been,
but a familiar litany of complaints followed each new procla aation in the
Transvaal (between 1915 and November 1918 some 21 separate public diggings were
proclaimed, in 1920 a further 9, Between 1922 and 1924 a further 32.%°):

These diggings closely resemble similar operations in and about
any suddenly established enterprise, industrially or ..
militarily; thus you find a large number of individuals suddenly
transported and encamped in the open .. in which no properly’
constructed shelter or sanitary convenience etc etc exists,
Consequently the results =re in practice found to be both
dangerous to (the) health of the immigrant and also to the
establ ished community in the midst of which they happen to come.

At Tiaping this led to spectacular abuses: "promiscuous defilement” at the
source of drinking water for the community, no latrines or provisions for the
regulated disposal of excreta, or separation of the sexes, "either within the
white or coloured encampments which now adjoin one another.™ also he continued
"natives encamped and 1ived amongst the white diggers, and deposits of excreta
and filth within the immediate surroundings of both dwellings and workings was
indescribably bad..” Housing was temporary in nature, to say the least, the
"usual heterogeneous, and most flimsy and inadequate shelters™ as found on all
these alluvial camps in the new fields of the Transvaal. 1In most cases
shanties constructed of tin and wood and canvas - the better "class" of
housjng. the zinc hut, being restricted to "professional™ diggers. In the
locations at Tlaping the type of building erected was a shack "the framework ..
built up of any old piece of wood, in some cases covered with sacking only, in
others with old tine 1ining covered over with sacking."®** HNo provision was
wade for either sex as regards sanitation, with "men, women and children ., in
the habit of using the most convenient places available on the hill side."%2
Only the absence of rain in this arid part of the country, stated an Inspector
of the Native.ﬁffairs Department, prevented the sure outbreak of any sickness
in the location, and ensured that the drimking water did not become
contaminated and polluted from the defecation and urination that had been going
onzon the hillside since the location had been set up.?2? The sale of water o~
at from 2/- to 3/- a barrel ensured that many labourers did not buy fresh
‘watFr. drinking it from the claims in the case of rains, or having to carry it

a long distance over rough terrain from the Harts River.%* Food, and food
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suppl ies were also inadequate in the locations, Generally speaking, workers
fed themselves, with the employer accepting no responsibility; the result being
that "the native feeds himself in the cheapest manner possible which naturally
undermines his constitution, effects his efficiency and curtails his earning
capacity.”®¥ Food was confined to mielie meal porridge, and meat when
obtainable without purchase. The result was an increasing number of stock
thefts in the Reserve from the date of proclamation.®® Vegetables were a
Tuxury and "practicaily never seen.” Prices for store supplied goods at the
diggings were prohibitive, the nearest alternative market being Warrenton, an
the Vaal River, some 60 miles distant. Cases of scurvy were by no
meansuncommon, and disease and death from dysentry, diphtheritic croup and

other "bowel disorders™ regularly reported.2?

Clearly the diggings at Tlaping offered 1ittle evidence of measured and steady
positive social and economic advantages to both digger and worker. It is
difficult to estimate the returns of various classes of diggers at Tlaping, but
& study conducted in 1920 by Mr.S.P.Joubert?® estimated some of the costs of
digging there. He divided the more quantifiable expenses of diggers into a
number of different categories - pegging costs, registration fees, wages, water
and equipment. He took the average volume of gravel within a Cape claim (30
foot by 60 foot, and at a thickness of 5 foot) which could be worked with an
average size gang, estimated at five workers by him (some observers put this
figure at as low as three), as 9,000 cubic feet of gravel. It was variously
estimated that one worker could shovel 1,600 cubic feet of gravel in fourteen
days. On the average then. a digger working on this scale worked out two Cape
claims per month. In the Transvaal this figure was a little lower, but
nevertheless the average digger went through a steady stream of new claims on
this type of deposit, of which Tlaping was but one example; throughout the
south western Transvaal dismondiforous gravel was found in these shallow red
ground areas and this accounts, in part, for the shifting nature of this
diggihg population.®*® At Tlaping it was reported that all the proclaimed

area was pegged off at Procla mation.*° Caontinuing with this average digger
Joubert estimated the various costs to be: Pounds 25 a menth for wages (at
Tlaping wages wavered between 20s and 255 per week excluding food and quarters,
but did decline to between 18s and 14s) of a five man gang, a registration fee

(for a Digger's Certificate) of Ss on application, and 10s per month for two
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claim licences, about Pounds 12 for tools (two large sieves, couple of small
ones for washing, sorting table, picks, shovels and tubs), a pegging fee, for a
professional runner to peg a claim cost Pounds 50, and water cost about Pounds
6 5s per month.?* 0On this basis a Tlaping digger who started digging there

for the first time, for instance a returned soldier or bywoner, would pay
Pounds 94.0.0 in this first monthy if he pegged off a claim for himself, Pounds
44.0.0; if he was an experienced digger-possessing tools and pegging for

himself, Pounds 31.5.0% and if he dug and washed on the river bank Pounds

'25.10.0. The average returns on digging in the Union in 1919 was about Pounds

57 Ser white digger per month; this figure was uncharacteristically high,
chiefly because of the boom in diamond prices which set in from January 1919.
In April 1920 this average had declined to about Pounds 42 per digger.22
However, as the official figures made clear, the chances of finding every month
were extremely slight; in April 1920 ocut of 5,000 diggers (1icensed} in the
Transvaal, 1748 found diamonds and 3252 did not, but the lucky ones were also
divided into 274 (5 percent) who had “great Juck), 474 (10 percent) who just
found enough to make a living, while 1000 (20 percent) who did nhot find enough
to make a 1iving.3? These average figures do ndt however demonstrate
precisely the earnings of particular fields; the Cape Barkley West deep
alluvial gravels had a consistently higher average figure then, for instance,
the shallow red ground of the Bynestepoort diggings in the Transvaal (in &pril
1920 Pounds 42 as against Pounds 16 per month).** The finds at Flaping were
inclined toward the lower end of this scale, on a par with most south western

Transvaal diggings in this period.

In Tlaping we can isolate some of the more vulnerable classes of the white
digging community which arrived in March 1920. New arrivals were particularly
susceptible to having their capital quickly eaten up. These "diggers™ (as we
shall see) consisted chiefly of "adventurers from the cities”, returned
soldiers, and the small town proletariat of the Transvaal and the Cape.?"
Joubert estimated the approximate percentage of this ¢lass in the Union as at
43.3 percent in 1920 - but in this figure he included bywoners, landless tenant
farmers and agricultural workers. Professional diggers - or born diggers,
according to Joubert - constituted 40 percent of a diggings population.®®

The balance of the population could be called the diggings burgess class, who

often possessed considerable influence on the diggings, and constituted the
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propertied.section of the community; "These people possess fair and sometimes
quite considerable assets which more than provide for their subsistence, e.g.
farms, shops, water erven etc.."”.?” Included in this important class were
farmers who engaged a poor man, possibly a bywoner to work on a
percentage.®® Shopkeepers also constituted an important group within this
class; large profits were reported from the holders of stand or trade licences
on these diggings, and big sums crossed hands when these concessions were
traded.®® Storekeepers also benefited from the peculiar position they held
as providers of easy credit to diggers, and many of them were deeply involved
in "backing” diggers who had suffered temporary setbacks in digging

operations.”?

Tlaping was, on the 1imited evidence available te us, a typical south western
Transvaal digging camp. The vast majority of diggers there were of the
gambling ilk, the "peculiar uncertainty of the present diamond "alluvial
digging™, stated one official, "speculative in character, become consequently
attractive to those persons who delight in gambling.. and many "unsuitable and
poor peopie came with 'the rush' at the end of March..”.%* As claims on
Tlaping were quickly worked out, the cry went out for more ground. Doyles
Prospect was subseguently preclaimed and a similar fate befell those diggers
working on it. By December 1920 it was reported that starving diggers, without
funds, were regularly passing through the hands of the Magistrate "their
vitality having been so undermined through feeding on mielie meal porridge
only, this having been brought about through the Digger having put all his eggs
into the one basket and not knowing when to stop.”%# Professional diggers

With experience of other camps in the Cape and Transvaal were more circumspect,
pulling up their pegs and moving on to newer pastures which were beckoning in
the Transvaal,?? when claims became scarce, and the diamond price began to
plummet in mid-1920.%"% The store-keeping fraternity - consisting of seven
general dealers, two butchers, two bakers, two motor garages, three boarding
houses, ohe minersl water supplier, two blacksmiths and four cafes, did an
initial roaring trade at Tlaping, and subsequently also moved on.** HMany of
the holders of these stand licences had a long histery of trading on the
diggings in the area.®® Hotel keepers in the nearby Tuangsstad and along the
Kimberly to ¥ryburg railway line did equaily well on the diggings.®” HNone of

this was anything spectacularly unique. A similar pattern was discernible on
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the more well known digging camps, and at least one Inspector was of the
opinion‘that in this respect if vou had seen one digging camp you had seen them

all e

The same thing went for the actual social relations of production on these
fields. At Tlaping we have already described some of the conditions under
which claim workers 1ived and worked, and although some officials blamed the
negligence of the Natives Affairs Department (NAD) and the Mines Department
(MNW) for these conditions it seems obvious that the fault lay a Tittle closer
to home.*® Effectively,most diggers were strictly circumscribed by a tight
cost structure in so far as the most impertant component of their working cost,
name{y. wages, went. They were unwilling to shoulder any expenditure as
regards the accommodation and adaministration of their workers, Mr.Cock,
Assistant Director of Native Labour in 1919 quoting the example of a Bleemhof
digger who stated that it did not matter if his "boy™ lived in a hole or
perched in a tree as long as he got his labour.®® Maost Transvaal diggers,
perhaps the majority at Tlaping, given its proximity to the Transvaal fields,
were opposed tﬁ-the setting up of separate locations for the workers - the most
abvious justification being that they could be "tampered with there.™ * This
attitude was exacerbated by the persistent complaints of severe shortages of
labLur on the Transvaal and Cape fields. These cries reached some sort of
crescendo in therqar 1919, as the diamond price doubled and production from the
alluvial fields soared.*? The subsequent appearance of large numbers of new
dig;ers on these fields in the years 191B-1920 explains to some extent the
persistence of this cry from "diggers" in general.”® (See Tables I and I1)
Digﬁers. especially the smaller men who were unable to offer higher wages to
attract tabour and who were constrained by strict working costs, resorted to a
myriad of alternative methods of working claims. One such spectacular example
was the sharewarker - a digger who worked on percentages with a warker who
provided his labour free in return for 50 percent of profits made.®* More
common, however was the digger who employed workers on the expectation (or
hope) of ;jnding diamonds before the week was out; Mr.Walker, of the NAD,

describgd this digger in his report on labour at Tlaping:

There is no denying the fact (he said) that the native is the
backbone of the Alluvial Diamond Industry, (but) the Digger, who
is generally a person of straw and impecunious, takes littie or
‘no interest in his employees' welfare; he expects his men to work
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Yong and arduous hours and does not scruple to omit payment
of wages should his week have been one of many blanks.

The Sergeanit of Police at Doyles Prospéct reported innumerable complaints
concerning wages and "that several 0iggers had absconded without paying their
‘ Natives and that today warrants were out for {their) apprehension..”.5%
Targett Adams followed Walkers thinking on this issue: "A definite rate of
wages for native labourers is sorely needed (at Tlaping), and more authority
and control exercised in seeing that the natives are fairly treated andl
protected against these rascally empioyers, who occasicnally abscond leaving
his native employees unpaid..”.®® 0One other point needs mentioning here: the
unprecedented influx of diggers to Tlaping in March 1920 created a massive
local labour shortage which was only filled by the arrival of many lahourers
from outside of the Reserve area. HWany of these workers, some with families,
others single migrants from other parts of the country, were closely associated
with the alluvial diggings of the south western Transvaal and constituted a
floating labour pool for diggers: the Pass Officer at Bloemhof described them

as:

"a fairly large roving population who come here to work on the
alluvial diamond diggings. These come from the Cape, a very
Targe percentage being Xhosa from Kaffraria, and Sescotho from
Basutoland.,™S¥

In early 1915 it was estimated that 95 percent of the labour working on those
diggings along the border of the Transvaal were drawn from Taungs itself.5®
This percentage declined in 1920, However an important development, the direct
result of the labour shortage, was the appearance, from about July 19i9 of
large numbers of Reef Africans on the alluvial fields of the Transvaal.>®
Increasingly in this period injections of “"foreign" Africans was noted. This

was an important theme on the Tlaping diggings:

Where "strangers" (or Matabeles" as they are called) are brought
upon these fields (Tlaping) trouble is likely to occur, both by
reason of their close proximity to their white employers,
dishonest or bad treatment by the latter, or the interference
with, thievery, and assaults of the so-called "Matabeles™ upon
the local Kaffirs. Assaults and thefts are bitterly complained
of by both the Chief and his Councillors.®® '




¥ 11

Ethnic conflicts overlaid competition for increasingly scarcer work and created
a unique situation at Thaping where migrants from outside the Reserve were
utilised to pressure down wages which were demanded by the Thlaping workers in

the Reserve,%*

This brief examination of the social retations of production on the Tiaping
diggings i1lustrates some of the drawbacks which the proclamation of this field
within the Reserve had. These are perhaps well summarised by Walker in his
report on Scurvy on Doyles Prospect in December 1920:

So far as the Natives are concerned (he wrote) this Alluvial
Diamond Digging Industry, if it can be considered as such, brings
Tittie or no profit to them.

Tha conditions under which they 1ive, he continued, are "not conducive to
iapnoving their systems much less their minds..".

It is thought that this Department {(NAD) should think twice
before acceding to any requests to open further ground in the
Native Reserve, the employer through an influx of labour offers a
smaller wage although the cost of living has not decreased,
stock-thefts naturally increase as the labourer finds it
difficult to make both ends meet, his system becomes
impoverished, his earning capacity is considerably lessened and
finally be becomes a source of anxiety to the State was well as
an expense.®?

" Given all these negative points, which were well known and commented upon by

contemporaries®?, including the fact the digging community was notoriously
neglectful of their duties towards their African workers and that they were
unmoved by appeals as to the advantages of separate locations and 1iving areas,
highly ambiguous as to attitude toward the pass system and police supervision,
and not averse to utilising "doubtful” methods ¢f working, how to account for
the fact that Tlaping was ever proclaimed? We heed then to look at some of the
Yocal pressures working on the various officials at the time. We need to

extent to which pragmatism rather than principle was an important element in
this thinking.

1695 provided that the Taungs Reserve would remain inalienable and the Cape
Government had stated that "They (were) prepared to assure their Majesty's
Government that they {would) not introduce legislation for altering the
existing arrangements or law .. as to land in the Native Reserves”,
nevertheless within four years an Act was passed in the Cape Parliament namely
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Bechuanaland Reserves, for the purposes of prospecting could be considered as
Crowntand.®* Section 125 of that Act enacted that in practice digging
operations could take place on the Reserves, and provided for compensation for
such surface damage. It is unclear at this stage as to whether this provision
was explicitiy formulated by the legislature of the Colony in the specific
interests of the digging community along the Vaal River - a community which was
well-established and politically articulate in the 1890°'s. What is more clear
though is that the provisions of the Precious Stones Act of 1899 must have
drawn on similar settler ideological well-springs as those which informed the
treatment by the Cape Government of the Native Reserves of British Bechuanaland
following the 1897 Langeberg Rebeliion by certaim Thlaping politics.®% We

will encounter this idea again in 1914 when diggers pointedly refer to these
Reserves as "locations"™, and to the African communities on this land as
"squatters” on Crown land.®® 1In 1907 the Mineral Law Amendment Act number 1§
of 1907 referred to the British Bechuanaland Reserves as Crown land for the
purposes of the Act (Section 50) and reference was made to payment of
compensation for surface damage from prospecting or digging.®? The action of
the legislature in this instance is a little easier to follow: from 1901 we
know that a great amount of pressure was placed on the Cape Government by a
flourishing digging community along the River, and their interests championed
by an important body, the Vaal River Diggers' Union (VRDU) formed at Windsorton
in 1904.%% A number of applications were made by interested parties for
permission to prospect in the Taungs Reserve; for in February 1901 a Kimberley
Syndicate applied for a permit to prospect for coal there. The Attorney

General, clarified the position as regards prospecting in the Reserves: the
only reservations in favour of the Crown within these Reserves were gold,
silver, platinum and precious stones, and the Crown could theréfore anly
regulate prospecting licences on the Reserve for this type of prospecting and
far which the Crown was obliged under the Act of 1899 to grant licences.®®

In respect of other minerals, in this case coal, the Gavernment had no power 1o
Timit the issue of licences, he advised that the Resident Magistrate should
ascertain the wishes of the "Chief and the people; then the Bona-fides of the
applicant, and only grant licences on such conditions.”® But Vicences

granted under this scheme were see by one of the African chiefs in the Reserve,
Molala Mankuroane, as the thin edge of the wedge of dispossession. In October
1962 Reverend J.S.Moffat reported an interview with Molala, who "complained of
prospecting for coal on the Taungs Native Reserve™, by Mallett and Bowen, James
west of Kimberley and de Kock of Mafeking. Molala suspected (and so did
Moffat) that prospecting within the Reserve was "aimed at disturbing the
Natives by mining and if that fail(ed) by worrying them into rebellion as in

”"

the case of Galishwe..” and that these Europeans were encouraged in this
attitude by Gerald Donovan, a "champion land grabber."”* Moffat was of
opinion that Taung, then and now should have been treated as a "Native

Territory” and not as a Reserve.”? C(Considerable unrest among the Bathlaping
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at Tuangs followed this incident ahd this contributed to the circulation of
' rumuurs that prospecting was the cause of some chiefs in the area mov1ng from

Vthe Taungs d1str1ct to the Transvaal, south east of Vryburg.?s

,that a number of prospectors tried to gain entry to the Reserve on the pretext
Y prospect1ng for cosl.?77 1In April 1806 Molala 1nterv1ewed the Pr1me '
'H1n1ster at Eape Town with regard te the right te praspect for prec1ous

‘ minerals and precious stones on the Reserve; he was assured that "all

‘appTications had to be referred back (from the M1nes Department) te be
- submitted to the Chiefs (and) if cozl ware found in payable quantities
negotﬁat%ons with Molala wou1d take place as to developmen£ {but) the land
.unu1d not be taken away from him."?5 Molala was understandably worried about
* the fact fhat prospecting for base minerals could go on in the Reserve without
referénce'ta him and that this was the rea}‘cutting-edge for dispossession. It
... .does appear as if the Cape Government supported Malala's fears on this issue,
for in 1806 an application from Mr.4.R. de Noon to prospect for c¢oal on the
Taungs Reserve was refused by the Surveyor General_of the Cape. hfter
scratching around for some reason for this refusal the Resident Magistrate was
informed (reluctantly) that this had been done because of opposition from
Holala who had opposed the application on the grounds. that the Reserve was
already. inadequate and prospecting might Jead to land Yoss and occupants wou1d
be removed and "press on others™. Also the inevitable mining regulations would
be burdensome - an obligue reference tc the treatment of Africans in the
Barkley West locations - and that the mining population would bringrevi1 and
crime.”®
The 1807 Act, it is probable, was passed with the purpose of clarifying this
dijemma, and te take power out af the hands of sympathetic officials. The
Imperial Autharities were not consulted prior to the premulgation of Act 16 of
1907, nor Qas their attention drawn to the fact that this act "contemplated the
issue of mineral leases and thus alienation™.7” When this point was brought
to the notice of the Colenial O0ffice, however the Cape Ministry, assured the
Colonial Office that "o hardship (woqu) be allowed to fall on the inhabitants
of these Reserves from the provisions of the ..Act”™, and in a despatch from the

Secretary of State for the Co]onies) The Earl of Crewe, "expressed his

-

’f;“A'1icehéé tb'proéﬁeét for §o1d was granted in 1802 to Mr.Brophy but it appears*'
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confidehce that the Native po]icy consistently adopted by the Calnny {(afforded}
"an adeguate guarantee that no hardsh1p (wou1d) be a11owed to fall on the .~
1nhab1tants of these Reserves from the provisos of the new Act."7® The Cape
Government therefore laid down strict conditions under which prospecting in the
"Reserves could take p1ace in a Cape Government Not1ce number 396 of 11909.7%
Prospect1ng for precious stones was effect1ve1y forb1dden by decree in the
Reserve then as a result of Co]un1a] uffﬁce pressure in 1908 the prov1510ns of

this Cape Governmept Notice were.expendeg with’ 1aunch1ng of Unien.B?
*In 1911 & new salvo was fired bf-pruspecturs when .Mr.C.Wah1 applied to the
Resident Hagistrate at Taung.for'the right to préspecf fofabase minerals- in the ..~
“ Taungs Reserve. Mr. H1thers, the RM there, prefaced this application with a
note stating his attitude qu1te clear]y to the question of prospect1ng there:
"I have not consu1ted_the Met1ves regarding this appl1cat1cn (he said) but I
know that they are strong1y'oppu§ed to any pruspectiné being carried on within
the 1imits of this Reserve. [ weu1d respectfully suggeetethat prospecting-on .. ...
the Taungs Reserve (he continued) be proh%bited..".““ The Acting Secretary .
. for Native Affairs, ﬁr.E.Ba}re;_heverthe1ess instructed him to ascertain.the. . _..
feelings of the "Natives" in thi§ regard, and on the 17th and 18th of July 1911
a series of mass meetings were held in the Taungs and Manthe areas of the
Reserve. Not surprisingly the RM reported that "..all the Natives present
unanimously objected to any presﬁecting being permitted on the Reserve.™ At
-all the meetings, the RM cont%nueﬂ "I was implored by the Natives present to
point out to the Government that if prospect1ng operations are permitted on the
Reserve, which in all probab111ty would result in a portion of the territory
being proclaimed an Altuvial Digging, they are bound-to suffer as it would be a
means of jntreducing inte their m}dst many undesirable characters and )
consequently the comfort and.safety of their wives and children would be placed
in jeopardy.™®* It is important ia note the reasons advanced by the RM as to -
his opinieﬁ why the ﬁfricaﬁs on'tEe Reserve should have objected to this move:
anf Residents within the proclaimed area would be compelled to remove and “then
_the éuestion arises as to where they are to be located™, was his first reason;
secondly, any compensatieh‘offerEd ta the "natives” although it would ih all
probability be accepted, "(wou1d)'ﬁot pacify the native.. (rather) the fact
that his home had been broken up and the ground occupied by him and handed over
tc a white man (would) always rankle in his m1nd and his ‘confidence in the

i
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Government bound to be shaken.™ This reasoning is interesting as it probably
draws on‘1oca1 knowledge of the Resarve po)itiCS: in May 1911 for 3instance it

being'reported that a "combined conspiracy” was afoct among all the Bechuana

.;;tr1bes 1"C1Ud?n9 those within the Protectorate, to rise against the Government
'-Fjland that the Ch1ef Leth1ogol1e H frequent v1swts to Taungs 1n this month were
r;for this purpose. ﬁ]so a smou1der1ng d1spute w1th1n the Reserve between the
-“:Ch1efs Maiala Mankuroane and Moshesh Kgant1apane over rights to grazing land
_for'ﬁhe1r respect1ve followers, probably fuelled by an increased pressure oh

- Tand and-resourbes thad ‘made the issue of any further alienation of Reserve

land a potent1a11y 1nf1ammab1e issue in Taungs. In May 1910 a boundary line -

'had for the f1rst t1me heen drawn between the tno chiefs by Special

Commnss1oner J.B. Moffat to the sat1sfact1on of Moshesh and b1tter oppos1t1nn ’

of Ha131a.'2ﬂ The RM drew on this know1edge when advanc1ng h1s third

_Just1f1cat1an for h1s position: ' : . -

N

\ ) .
My experience (he stated) is that if the principles of the
Bechuanas are to be rajsed it can only .be done by segregation, by
that I mean there must be scme means by which the territary which
has been set apart for occupation by them should be so roped in

that any European wishing to carry on business or settle within . _ ... . |

that area can only do so on the express permissien of the
Government.

He then went on to relate his experience of alluvial diamond digging on the

L river:

If any portion of that area is proclaimed a public digging the
Government is powerless to prohidit any undesirable from taking
up his abode on such digging, and in the heart of the Reserve we
may have men and wemen who would by their conduct tend to
demoralise the Native, and all the good work we have done in the
past will be rendered nugatory.. if digging operations are .
permitted in this Reserve the Natives will be deprived of the
land which has been reserved for then and their rights will be

" interfered with.."®®

Barret was convinced by this reasoning, quoting with obvious satisfacticn the

Prime Minister, Louis Botha's assurance to Chief Lekoka Montsiwa that the

" Government had na intention of interfering with the rights of Africans on

reserved 1ands.®® General Smuts, then Minister of Mines, zgreed to the
principle of closing the Taungs Reserve to prospectors but with an eye on his

political constituency he refrained franm publishing the Regulation.®* Smuts

e e
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did a sinilar thing with a Bill drafted by his Department to bring all
1egis1atien in the Union as regards a11uv{a1‘digging for Precious Stones into
1ine. 1t is-perhapsrreasunab1e;lﬁ suggest that‘Smuts’-stretegy was not to -

' alienaee a rapidly growing‘po1itica1 constﬁfuehcy on the'new1y epened Transvaal
f1e1ds wh1ch cons1sted ch1ef1y of Farmers from the south western
d1str1cts.""s Another 1mportant con51derat1on 1n Smuts' th1nk=ng Was the
growth of a "passive res1stance_@ovement amongst coloured and Indian 1icenced
2lluvial diggees in the Barkley West River diggings in 1911 inéreasing1} S e
directed through the auspices of the African Political Organisation’ and other

10ca1 bodies, such as the Co1oured Dngqers Protection Asseciation, which grew

out of ag1tat1un d1rected at the VRDU's campa19n against all non-white 1icenced

d1ggers on ‘the R1ver The rzghts Tof Afr1can l1cenced dlggers on.the R1ver were

at stake in this. .ag1tat1on._,;__.___=

Whatever Smuts’ reason1ng was, for the Taungs res1dents thls delay resulted in

the 9rant1ng of an 1ncre351ng number of prnspect1ng 11cences on the Reserve For
P sy x Levs YL onminogeive

base m1nera1s. But as was po1nted out, it was d%ff1cu1t in pract1ce “fa

distinguish between prospecting for prec1ous_stcne$ and for base minerals.®?

T InTApril 1912, the RM haéiﬁ1§"€§Tegraphed the $ecretéry'¥or Native Affairs’

askIng 1f he had the power tu 11m1t the nunber of prospectwng permits to 10 in
total. He Wwas 1nformed that he had no authorisation to do so0.®? Smuts
obviously hoped that unofficial kestrjction woluld be sufficient to keep the
nunber of prospectors down, his feasoning being ex#1ained by Barret to the RK

in-September:

The Minister of Mines and General Nertzog do not consider that

the time has yet arrived to justify (the closing of the Reserve

to prospecting as) such an extreme step .. might hamper

legitimate mining development; but, it is desired that in order

to prevent the rights of Natives being unduly ‘infringed you will

exercise especial care in granting permission to persons to’

-prospect on the Taung Reserve.®®

The passage of the 1913 Land Act however committed Smuts and Botha to a policy
preserving the integrity of the Reserves and in that year Proclamation 271/1913
was published prohibiting 511.preepectﬁng on the Reserve. It may alsc be that
by 1913 the full implications of having these unrequlated and ephemerai camps .
situated largely in areas outside of the boundaries of the local authorities

became known.®°  But perhaps the most weighty reason was the extension of

B
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prospecting operations, on a large séa]e. in the south western Transvaal in
: "trhese‘"yéa'rs.91 Indeed, in 1913 prospecting took ﬁ]ace oh a hﬁmber of farms
. ... sgueezed between‘the'border of the Reserve and the Transvaal boundary,
“including the farms Killarney, Home Rule and Kopje Enkel.®® This.braught the
q‘RgserQe_tnmﬁLnity iﬁto'diréﬁt.géoéraphica1 cﬁntact Wwith a‘diééer cnmmunify and
fresu1t§d in great confliet. Many of the Reserve ma1e§7(and a number of women)

- "5 had had by this time éxperienpe of working on the diggings, sbme‘in the

. Transvaal, others inlsark1ey West,®Z but this experience was made Tess
‘repugnant by the proximity of the Reserve where at critical periods they -
" feturned to from the scatterad d{gginbs (as ffequené complaints from the
- diggé.rs”tes_tified).m ’ I B )
” .

The Ki11arnéy procia ;ation was nat a success and soon resulted in_]ate 1813 in
“the cp]?ectiop of a mot]éy crowdruf diggers on the farm from a number of
far-distant camps. Many diggérs wéré‘reported to be stranded there not having

“het the means to transport their families away. The' shallow gravel on the farm had
been quickly exhausted and the diggers cast an envious eye at the gravel run

-« .- -which snaked across the Harts ﬁiver bed onto the adjoining Tlaping within the . .-- -
borders of the Taungs Reserve. Soon, & flurry of correspondence to the Mines
Department occurred. Petitions were sent to the Prime Minister and meetings
hel& on the fields. A Deputation was sent to see MWr.F.S5.Malan at Cape Touwn
headed by the Chairman of the Coyle's Prospect Oiggers' Committees which
returned with the news that the Minister would consider throwing open the
Reserve if the permission of the inhabitants could be gained.®* Mr.Nel the
Chairman of the Diggers' Committee led a deputation across the boundary to
interview "the Chief"(it is unclear whether this was Molala or Moshesh, a point
which will become c¢learer later) who refused to given permission.®™® Angry a i
meetings were held on both sides of the baundary fence; the atmosphere was
described as electric, and rumours floated around concerning "the strike{cn the

2

Rand), the rising of the Swazis, Indians and Zulus..™, that the Taungs "natives
(had) risen and that several European women at Kopje Enkel had been murdered"
{which resulted in a posse of burghers from Christiana and Schweizer Reneke
‘rushing off to the farm), and diggers anxiously "demanded to knaw if the
Government intended arming the inhabitants of the p1ace‘so as to enable them to
protect their wives and children in the event of trouble..”.®% The

atmosphere on the Killarney diggings contrasted superbly with the written iogic
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of the petition sent to Halan, uh1ch set out the reasons as to why the Reserve
shou1d be thrawn open, the ground in question was useless for agr1cu1tura1

‘purpo;es and incapable of supporting even "very little stock™ and in short:

.

..a portion of ground useless for grazing and farming {wauld) be
rendered productive of goed towards ail concerned and the Revenue
derived in this way from Tlaping, in the event of proclamation,
would go towards the expend1ture which is necessary from time to s
time on the Reserves.“’_

Also, at Killarney, where there was a large population of diggers and Tnatives”
1f proctamation took place these peup]e would remain in the district to the -
"benefit of bus1ness people and to the benefit of the nat1ves Mho instead of
wander1ng about the country look1ng for uork will be enabled to remain
hv1rtua11y in their Reserves.” Unfortunate1y for the K111arney diggers, the

" basis for th1s request was Fhe fact that in 1913 Gideon du Preez, 2 digger at
Killarney had founq diamends on %1aping in payable quantities which therefore
justified proclamation of the fa"rm.99 This was of course-an i1legal -act, :as :°
prospecting for precious stones in the Reserve was forbidden. It appeared as
.if a.stalemate- had been reached st least in.the minds .of _the officials, until.
an urgent te]egram reached the nff1ce of the NAD from the RM at Taungs stating
that on the 19th of May 1914 120 diggers from Killarney had illegally rushed

the farm Tlaping.®®

Herbert Rees, Inspector of Claims at Barkley West, was hastily despatched te
Tlaping, and his report of the'26th May confirmed the picfure, that 120 diggers
had rushed the place and pegged‘c1aims but only 5 diggers were in fact working
their ;}aims.1°° On the same day he, aznd the RN had an "excited” meeting

with ébout 150 diggers ét Killarney, "most of whom (he reported) were evidently

determined to force matters.” Rees attempted to convince these diggers of the

errors of their ways by straight moral persuasion:

. 1 explained as fully as I could the law of the land in connection
with working on a prohibited area. 1 entered very fully into the
rights of the Natives under the Annexation Act (and) the earnest
‘efforts of the Government in the Natives Land Act to segregate
the Natives and made a very solemn appeal, as their friend and
one who had aiways done his best for ‘them, te refrain from taking
the Law into their owrn hands.*°®
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kees'might have saved his breath as the diggers gave the Government 8 days to -

- accede to their demands. Their case, subsequent1y presented to Rees, Was

substant1a11y d1fferent to that put forward in the Petition to the Prime

Minister, F1rst1y, that the Guvernment "having allowed prospect1ng to take

=pﬁace'at_T1ap1ng znd diamonds in payab]e quantities being found, "was duty
:__ bédna'to prugléﬁm the place an'A11uvia1 diamond digging, mere particularly as
.-fséciion i24.of Act 11 of 1899 clearly (stated) that-for the purposes'uf the

" Act, Nat1ve Reserves in British Bechuana]and (should) be considered as Crawn

" Lands.”. This demand was of course in line w1th earlier settler legislation, as

we have seen., -The second point related specifically to the materia?

.circumstances of the diggﬁné comaunity:

~ That Killarney Diggings are now worked out and in consequence
there (was) great distress and poverty in the Cape. Many
families are now starving and (now) that payable diamondiforous
“ground (was) in sight only a few hundred yards away which if they
were allowed to dig would be the means of giving food and
enployment to hundreds of men, women and children.*®2
That they were not able to work at Tlaping consequently prevented them from
covering their axpenses and the majority .of them were therefore-unable "teo
afford the expense of transperting themselves, their families and chattels to
pastures new.”™9? The Inspector of Claims was forced to admit the validity
of both these arguments. His reports, he said, had gone to show that

prospect1ng had taken place at Tlaping and the results would have warranted

proclamation in other circumstances. He also reported a goed deal of d15tress'

at Killarney™, this point being underscored by the inability of 38 of those

" diggers sentenced for rushing the Reserve to pay the 10s fine imposed, and

having to go to goal for a week,29%

The fate of the Kiilarney diggers was sealed by the arrival of a force of over
160 §.A.H.R. to prevent the repetition of the events of 19th May.°® Two
impértant points emerge from this rather dramatic episede., Firstly, the hidden
hand of the speculator behind this episcde was once again aetected by the Mines
Department in the person of Mr.F.S5. "Matabele” Thampson, well-known 1and
speculator and farmer in the Harts River valley from the earliest days of

colonisation.2o® Thompsbn stated Rees, "who knew the chief well and stands

high in the estimation of the natives might be asked to interview the Chief(?)

on the subject™ of throwing open the Reserve., Thompsuns plan was ta sweeten
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the pill by extracting & promﬁse'from theVDepartment that "a half share of all
“the Ticences be paid by the C{bi} Commissicner to the credit of the Natives in
returﬁ fof perm%s&ioﬁ tﬁ‘fh?oﬁrgbgh_BOU.&oréan of the ﬁéserve.1°7 The Hines
' Department refused to counteneﬁéé this atteﬁpt by Thompson to, in effect,
»redistrihute 3 pub11c property, and it seems’ probab1e ‘that - -Thompson secured
the wathdrawa1 of perm1ss1on to work the ground from Molala because of this
po1ntt It js not passibie at ;hjs stage in’ my research to throw more light on
the 1pvo]vement of Thompsqn in_tbis episqde'ﬁut,Thompscn's involvement with the
: Higgers and on behalf of-Ho1a1é én the later period leavés one with no doubt
that he intended his pocket to ﬁg served.®% :The secand point to be notea
was the dgterﬁ%ﬁatiop of the NAD;to prevent the throwing epen of Tlaping and in
ﬁhis they were 5u§pqrted_by most:members of the Cabinet,®? although the move
was by no means a popufar 6né'1‘° The NAd may well have' been tonvinced of
© ths wisdom of such a move by the fact that aath1ap1ng uorker§ at K1llarney on
the n1ght preceed1ng the 111ega1 rush had he1d meetings -and dec1ded to decamp

to Taung to prevent the diggers from work1ng the, farm.?%*.AT; Pyl e vt ema. e

The attitude of the disging swﬂm%tv is alsg_very_revealing of the kinds of
pr;séures thé Government was up égainst in its segregafion p?bgramme. At a
bub1ic meeting at Killarney on the 27th of May (the day set aside for the
expiry of their deadline) a Comm1ttee of D1ggers was elected to draft a letter
to the Prime Minister in order to explain the1r attltude to the Reserves. The
subsequent statement, signed by many prominant Transvaal diggers, is most

revealing:

In our humble opinion (the statement ran} we consider Taungs

MNative Reserve Cropwnland.. and as such very different to-other

Native Reserves in South Africa, As Basutoland, for instance,

which is a large and fertile country where thousands of natives

are employed in farming pursuits. But in this part of .

Bechuanaland (Tlapen} we consider the native population nothing -
more or less than squatters, who depend fur a living on various

resources from outsude 1ndustr1es
They 3150 made it quite clear that they fe1t'they were used by interested
* parties in the episcde and at the 1nexplicab1e'vo1té-Face by the "natives"™ who
had initially seemed zmenable te proclamation was part of this conspiracy. But
more importantly they embroidered on the thems of dispossession and indigency

as reasons why they as d%ggers should have thé'riéht tolbpen access to Crown

A L i A adiE
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and on which the "natives” were sauatting. The ¢ se of people being on the

River, they stated:

..is certainly aowing to the terrible long droughts and severe
depressions that has prevailed for so many years in South Africa,
.and if the poor man could follow the plough and the wives rear

" chickens, the population on the diamond diggings would scon be
decreased and we know that farming can only be carried on with a
;certain amount of cap1ta1 Hh1ch we have a chance of aqu1r1ng on’
these fields, 222 - -

' The d\ggers who drafted this petition had a firm grasp on the k1nd of

--ideclogical appeals which weuld catch the Governments' ear; it is equa]]y c]ear
that }hey,themse]ves were not farmers temporarily on the fields te attempt to
recoﬁbcapitahna althcugh the censtituency they were representing in most
1iketihood were.2? The 1éaders of this movement Qere professional diggers,
nany of them passes%ing limited amounts o* capital and capable of large digging

operatiens, for example H.Williams, C.Kolemann, A.van der Merwe and

. W.H.Skardan.**® They were closely involved with early local digging‘po1itiés

on the Transvaal diggings in the 1910's, and many were elected representatives

on local Diggers' Committees. Some, like H.Williams and A.van der Herwe were

instrumental in launching the Transvaal Alluvial Piamopd Diggers' Union in late
1918, but the extent of their persenal influence can already be detected in an

earlier period at Tlaping.*2®

The latter part of 1914 was a rather sensitive period for the Government, with
the nervousness created by thes 1914 strikes on the Rand and the collapse of the
international diamond market, which resulted in the withdrawel of buyers
representing the Diameng Syndicate from the diggings, together with large-scale
movements of African workers consequently repatriated from the diggings back to~
their homes in the Taungs, V¥ryburg, Kuruman and Mafeking Reserves.**? This

in part helps to explain the reluctance of the Government to countenance the
rushinq of Tlaping; digging cperations in the Transvaal and the Cape were
severely?ﬂisrupted by the Rebellion in August 1914, and the German South West
Africen campaign in the next. Many diggers, more obviously in the Transvaal,
were pro-rebel and this did not advance their case nmuch, although the
Government, through the Mines Dzpartment, did initiate relief schemes to get
impoverished diggers back on the land, or into the employ of farmers.22®

Throughout the duration of the war the Government remained reluctant to reopen
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going to take away the Taungs Reserve from (Molala) "and h1s people. "A"

‘¥ryburg, wWas heen spread by emmissaries from the Free State to the effect ‘that-

22 _
the question of prospecting in the Reserve. MHe can on1§ hint at the kinds of

cons1derat1ons which supported this att1tude, increasing pnpulat1on and stock

 pressure within the Reserve, more espec1a11y following the dlsastrous 1915/1916

season, together with complet1on of the fencing of white owned farms on the
boundary of the Reserve - many of these farms be1ng ut1115ed for grazing
purposes by Reserve 1nhab1tantsug - and the remova1s of Bathlap1n9 fam111es‘
from these farms back into the Reserve12°. raised the iand quest1on very 7
dramat1ca??y in the minds of the ch1efs and headmen in the Reserye.121 An
exampie of this is prov1ded by an 1nc1dent 1nvo1v1ng the recru1t1ng within the

Reserve for the Overseas Native Labour Contingent in 1ate -'1917; de]egates to

‘the 1917 Blcehfontein Conference. of the South Afr1can Nat1ve Natichal Congress

(ANC) were reported to be formet1ng ‘unrest amongst the nattves of -

Bechuanaland” by spreading rumours that under the Land Act the Govermment were

1

variation of the Land Act canard, wrote the Officer Commadning the SAMR at

the Government intended to take away the Taungs Reserve and throw it open to

-prospectors.”"22 _Consequently, Holala refused te a¥low‘any of his young men

to be recruited for the NLC. In August 1917 these rumours were strengthenad by
the appearance of a rebel Dutchman from the Free-State ih the Taungs Reserve
who was using natives From'that Province to stir up the Bechuanaland and
Basutoland Natives. "We have been informed {he wrote} that the E£nglish are
being beaten by the bcers and tha£ the former arergoing to seize all the
Natives cattle and turn “heir land under the new Land Act..". Jantje’
Deeriling, in Fhe Kuruman flh”“*“f?“ Reserve) was repbrted to be collecting his
ﬁeopie and to have 30"’ inte - -:. a state of rebellion as a result of these
rumours.t=3

Evidence given by residentsluithiﬁ'the Taungs Resarve in 1916 confirm the g
genefal impression gained from these reports as to.an inc}easing shortage of
grazipg'1and in the disfrict as farms on the border'of the Reservé were taken
up by white settiers under the 1énd settlement schemes.®29 This was

especially true of those férm; in the Phokwani district confiscated from
Galishwe Gasibone in 1897, wh!ich had not been occupied for a number of years
but which were now being fenced and cleared of African "squétters". Gasibone

followers had to compete for girazing and cultivation land within the Raserve,

[RSLREE i
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- and this increase the pressure on available land theré, For the first time
officials begén to talk of a shortage'of land anﬁrcoﬁf1ic£é between the Chiefs
hecéme shérperl It is unclear from what point the earniégs gained from
migéancy-by Reserve inhabitants becaﬁe critical to the livelihood of families
residénl.there: but_ingirect evidence gained from the‘recorqs of the Pass
Afofﬁcér at B1ogﬁh6f and at Barkley West confirms a d}ahatic increase in the
'mégnifude of higrancy to the diggings in these two districts in 1a:e—1918'ahd
1 1919.32s OneAcqu1d perhaps suggest thaﬁ this {ncrease was not éntire1y due
to the increase in digging operations in the Transvaal, as ghe ingcrease in
numbers of African migrants was quite unprecedented, whereas tﬁq increase in
diamond production wasArno‘rt.“'s The impuftance of cash earnings from the -
digaings therefore appears tc_havé become:increasingKy vital from the
disastrous 1915/1916 sgason. Cattle losses in the 1917/191B saw the appearance
of large numbers of new migrants on ‘the books of the Pass Gfficer at Bloemhof
from 'the Taungs district. In the October 1920 womens store boycott at Taung
Kartha Twasing, wife of Mpore (a headman at Mochuding, within the Reserve)
stated that "In this district we (now) depend on stores as we do not get
nothing out of the ground..”*%*% Clearly theﬁ theVSas{s of the Reserve
econony had shifted and although a lot ef work still needs ta be done on this
issue, we can'say that the importance of cash earnings to reserve fami1ie§ was
growing in the war years, Traditional leaders within the Reserve had opposed
the opening af the Reserve to prospecting in the period preceeding the warm and
up to at least August 1917 this opposition was based on the nead to preserve
the'ﬁntegritx of the Reserve land. By early 1919 we can discern a definite
shift in the attitudes of the Reserve Chiefs, MWelala Mankuroane and Moshesh
‘Kgantlapane, to this question of prospecting on the Reserve and of the virtues .

and grances of the alluvial digging industry within their country.

Part Three

The alluvial digging industry reached maturity in the years following on the
troubles of 1915 <1918. Between 1910 and 1918 the centre of gravity of the
industry shifted from the oid Barkley West gravels, to the shallow gravels of
the south western Transvaal and British Bechuanaland. The greatest extent of
the shallow gravel lay in the region of Taungs and Mafeking, directly within

the bounaries of the British Bechuanaland Reserves.*?® The question whether
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these Reserves wera to be opened‘to digging was thus bound to become a tricky

2]

political question, this moré-ésﬁecia11y as the abnorma?ﬁy high price paid for
" alluvial diamends from January 1915 attracted a large new population to the
diggings., This is reflected in the value of a1]uiiﬁ],djamqnds produced in the

Transvaal: between 1910 and 1918 these digaings' produced diamonds to the valie

of two and a half nillion pnundsfbut from 1919 to 1921 produced a further two -

and a half million.23® A similar leap is apparent in the numbers of digger ..

e

- both 71cenced and un11cenced 130 §Sope of the ramifications of this
deve]opment should perhaps be dea]t with very briefiy: in late 1918 the

Transvaal A¥1uv1a1 D1amond D1ggers Union was taunched at Bloemhof, the centre

"of the Transvaai d\gg1ng 1ndustry. to represent the interests of the white
‘d1gger communlty.A Like the VROU at Barkley West, the TADOU-was broadly
popu11st1c focus)1ook1ng after the interest of the "small, 1ndependgnt d1gger",
hut in pract1ce (and in personne]) putting forwqrd the aims and aspirations of
a new generatlon of cap1ta11s1ng d1ggers.*3° We have already drawn attention

to this stratum w1th1n the d1gg1ng conmunity in the 1914 Killarney rush

epascde. {see above) The very profitable year of 1919 (which resulted in the
’impdsition of 3 10% across the'b;érd profit tax on all diamonds sold) saw the
‘ grouth of the TADDU as a very real pressure group on the Transvaal fields; a
L s1m11ar th1ng was apparent on the Barkley West diggings, w1th ‘the YRDU gaining

important leverage on the community thera.*3%

; 8oth the .TADDU and the VRDU were &eep1y involved in pressurising the Government
T marg1na11sed and 1nd1gent poor-whites. Thomas Halliwell, one of the founder
members of the VRDU and prominant diggér at Windsorion epitomised this class of
producer. He considered that "the digging popd1atﬁon {was) a distinct asset to
the country; from the point of view of revenue (where it), put (money} back
inta cirulation from mineral wealth from land that in many cases (had) little
Fa{mfng value; and as a consuming centre far farming products and other
commod%kies'prodUced and nanufactured in the country to my mind (he continued)
‘the order of recognition of the industries of this country, i.e. first, the
agricultural farmer, éecond]y. the Mining industry, {ié. gold, diamonds and
base minerals, inciuding alluvial gold, diamonds and tin, all the foregoing
being the products of the ground."*%% He pfaced the pas£0r31 farmer (stock

raiser) after the diamond and gold producer. Halliwell was but one example of
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this increasingly self-confident group of diqmond pfodqcers on the fields of

the Transvaal and the Cape in the 1918/191% period who were members of the

diggers Unions. It was this class of producer wha came to dominate the local

-ﬁo}itﬁca] arena in the various digging camps and who increasingly di:tated the

nature and pace of accumulation there. Joint pressure from the TACDU and the

' 7:;VRDU led tb the paséage of fhe 1919 Precious Stones'(ﬁ11uvi31)4@mendment Act

thch extended the Cazpe system of adm%nistration on the Transvaal fields by

means of the issuing of diggers' certificates to prospectivé diggers through

: styte funded diggers' committees.®®2 Consideration of the influence of these

unions 'is beyond the scope of this paper, but we need to be aware of the manner
in which the digging community, through its rapid growth was becoming a

powerful lobby group in the districts concerned,34

Increasing pressure from this quarter was noticeabie in wid-1319; in July the
(first) annual congress of the TADDU passed a resa1utipn czlling the opening of
Tlaping to digging. This was not the first salvo to be fired in the post war
years, on the Sth June 1919 Mr.f.J.Sydney and has ﬁartner, Hr.T.Bauﬁ—%gplied
for a mineral lease on the farm Tlaping. Interestingly, they attach:d a number

of voluntary provisos to their application - that they would not allow any

"interference with the Africans on the farm; that they were prepared to pay a

certzin percentage of the finds to the Government for disposal to the benefit
of "the natives"®?%, Needless to say, their application for turnad down on
the same grounds as those refused before the war. Bawdan and Sydney had an
accomplice within the NAD, Mr.F.C.Clark, who had suggested the addendunms to

their formal request. On the 21 July he informed them that their schemes were

Kboun& to go nowhere as more powerful interests were in the market and had -

failed:

I fear (he said).. that you have little chance of securing
prospecting rights in the Tlaping Reserve (as) an applicaticn on
behalf of the Comrades of the Great War for returned soldiers has
recently been refused, and the Govermment is evidently afraid of
the effect on the Native population of z1lowing prospecting or
mining on the Bechuanaland Reserves,*®®

A letter from the Secretary of the "Comrades of the Great War™ addressad frem
Johannesburg had reached the NAD on the 14th July through the offices of the

Commissioner for Returned Solders, Union Defence Force, Pretoria, It contained

a petition from 60 soldiers wha had returned from Overseas Service:
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We are all old diggers (ran the petition} who have answered the
call and done our duty to King and Country., Now that we have
returned from Active Service, some of us partially disabled, we
wish to ga back to our old occupations, but- having been out of e -
touch with diamond digging for some considerable time, we :
naturally do not know where to make a start. As far as we can
see we have arrived too late to get any decent ground..as all the
ground has been taken up by men, the majority of whom think it is
a great honour to have shirked their duty and are making’
thousands of pounds, as returns from Home Rule will prove.

~The petition continued in a simi]ar vein, stating-that -they were mostly -
fformer1y digging at Killarney, and "if we had remained at Killarney we would -

have been in the thick of it at Home Rule, but we prefered to do our duty”. Not

éurprisﬁng1y they asked for the "special™ opening of Tlaping to them as

deserving cases for Government assistance:

What we propose is that the Government throw open Tlaping.to ... ,: ... ... ...
Returned Soldiers, and that the number of claims allotted each
saldie be in accordance with length of service (i.e. 4 years and
over 5 claims,3 years and over 4 claims, etg, etc)

The claims licence money {(they continued), tax on diamonds ete,
will handsomely pay the natives...It is certainly a far better
proposition than farming, and will give much quicker and bigger
returns. Then again it will cost the Government nothing, whereas
it now costs Pounds 1200 to Pounds 1500 to put men on

farms...23? .

Like the petitioners of an ear]igr time, they dwé}t onh the.insecurity and
gamdling element in agricultural pursuits: "Mast of us are men who intend going
farming when we have made sufficient (from digging). We want to buy out farms
and we do not wish to be saddled with a debt of Pounds 1200 to Pounds 1500,
Besides there is always the possibility of losing one's cattle and sheep
through disease, in which case the Government wi]]lﬁe the losers..”.2?® This

petition received the stamped approval frem the Commissioner of Returned

Soldiers who forwarded it to the Secretary far Mines and Industries. The
Inspector of Claims at Barkley West, Mr.Audas, was thgn deputed to report on
the scheme: he could find no ratienale for preventing the working of the
"Qndoubted1y" rich deposits on Tlaping especially in the light of the high
diamond prices; "I consider (He sfated) that the Government should open a
portion of the Tlapin location as a trial, and if this couid be worked without |

hinderence to the Natives then the area couid be extended."+2® Most of the
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"natives™ living in fhe'1oca1ﬁty of the'diggings, be note&, were diggers'
1abourers and were mostly employed at Home Rule, and in the Transvaai diggings,
“These nat1ves 1 knou are in favour oF the diggings being opened as they would
benefit by havwng work near their homes..™ Clearly this was a new deve]ppment:

the subsequent feasibility survey of Tlaping by Audas and the Bloemfontein

:Inspector of Miﬁes, Hr R,B. Frood was short and to thé point. Tlyping was a

: payable propos1t1on, ‘and this had been a well known fact for a number of

years .. i but as Frood stated these were not the real questions in th1s case,
Rather, these were those "connected with the justification, or otherw1se, for
infringing on the. integrity of a Native Reserve, and of the compensations to be

given and safeguards exercised in case of infringements™:

In beth the main questions of Principle and Policy invelved (he
ccnt1nued) and in the 5ubs1d1ary questions of compensation, it
appears to me that the NAD is most intimately concenred, and that
2.it wil) be impossible for the Miners Department to do anything
1tse1f Yaa

The NAD attitudé was that the interests of the natives had to be éafeguarded -

"at least this had been so previous te 191, as we have seen. B8ut had thé

interests of the "natives" changed over these years?




- " . Co _‘_26.7._7 ) , :
.oa. tie '22'ncihbf' Angast 1515 Jomn, “I}jﬁeﬁ ézad Bernar& Bmplzy recu‘éste& peme-

"fgsion to meet mtu tue }”lmster of nata.ve Aflalrs 'l:o dJ.scu.ss dla’luf’ on - '~

:

.11ap1ne,.~ Tuar boldness was a dlI‘ECu result of ua‘?lﬂs secured a "Concesmon"
from ITOS..ES;... Kgautlapaue, cm_ef at Iﬂantu.e w:_tuln t“e Laungs ﬂeserve, for 't._e .
rJ_gut to act as ma“agers of a llmted{restncted; alluv1al &J.n'g;mg t“ere. Tu;e
agreenﬂnt mgneﬁ on tne 16 of Augu.st conta:.ns scme 1nterest1n5 po:.ntars toutis

.4k1nds of pressures ucs-_esh was expenenc:.n»- at ;,au.uvs 1" 1313. ,._.:LS reasons fo

al"len ( a fome%mlo ys-e

gra&tlng tuis prized contract tg ‘of tue De nenrs mlm

; 'company's Klmberl ey closed locatlon aud now a dlg’er a:r;' O e R\:Lle) andanm

.8 storer'e"per ‘rﬂ.'[L:Lu tiE‘ Reserve,and sneculator}'re‘e dlragtly

as—ocz.ated witar €
-»nressures on’ tne Reaerve economy of t tg ﬂecesalty uf mlgrant wori away from,

) tue Rgser*re for mep

' ..0ur cTops *ﬁve beeu poor aud were it mot -7 t“ét
a mmber of | people uaVE been eaployed of late years ‘an .
tiie plluvizl pigsiags,s _of Killaraey,Italie and rBme male | -

swaic: are clege to ay Reserve distress amongst us would Lave
been ver':f acute. p maber of our zble bodied men found employment
__on the {Rand)mives,and elsewiers far from tueir Lomes,bit in - -
sost cases t.elr mouey is squacdered before tuey retura and their
depend-nts toerefore reap very little beuefit t.,erftmm.

me acgrte labour silortagewas also repsausible for tie employment of all CIaSN
of Lahour on tnese aliuviagl diggings: "On the Allunal ‘Digzings, as we}.l as the

able bodied men,the blind,maimed znd feeble find Jobs wiicn are a hle slng to

141 T.lr_s decisica was a fundamental break wi

e ueno tio Jatin apoe
- t“e past and g:.ves an imporiant pmﬂter ﬁggqp 8 %;e_ EeSSconomyA o

tiiemselves and thelr dependen'ts 1

osﬂsesu did not queVer Zive thre cobcessicn uncondl tionally Me attached a |

pumber of ‘conditions to his signature: . ) S o
. j{_-; e A Than L “ebeme - .
f ) That BO, 1utoncat1ng drlr s be su.u:lled or g:l.ver"l natlves ou ‘ny
Eeserve
7 Tyat o labourers otier tuan 1y people ‘ae ennloyed without my
congent.

}  Toat wo  ghimals otuer tuam™ my peoples he. dlmred to g.ga-ze on the
Reserve except witihmy permission. . ‘
4 ‘T “at no woed be cut witwout ay permission “
¢ That Deadmen or men appointed by me to act as such,be
- assist 1u policing the preseribed area.
b .miat 0o women be e,Jpa.owed on tie digzings mtuout ny coaseat.

1 ‘Mnat oo fresh trading rignts be granter’ wituout my consent, %

a?.m? cwaﬂ to



'and o Hew_llys concessz.on reall.v set t_Le ba,ll mlll g in tne la‘tuer part of
' g'bweeu,.

. 2)- . .
Moshe 2 was pmtectln:r uis vested iy :ts Wl‘tn tuese cOudltlonS, lar profits-

'*uere be:.ng que ox pmvate fams 1n tue TRansvael from t,le ngnts of 1audomler

To COﬂuml 'L'ne issue of 1lcences for wood,graun aad tracllur wl‘buln tu.e procl

almad areas-.' -fis at-.anp’c ‘co “Egsgﬁfoﬁ )ﬁébour area only for Batulaﬁlnbs was -

as. yas uls qA“ﬁ e%,f‘ enfo ree

'.uOWe‘V‘eI‘ unprecedented, ‘.lanln—'r overeeers to t...:Ls Bropuy s’

1':;1 -, ou Tae 22 october,I-Ir :,R. 'Matabel en T:Lompson, vmauced an ag§ SQQE
: Paramount :
wlms\_lf and S c“_ of MOlala Iiankl}.malle, Taungs Reserve,granuluv

s heirs sole ng.;'ts of uls 1nterests wl’culn t e Tamngs Reser

to TU0mp son and"’
' C el

-~ to pmspect and v.ork all ﬂlneralq. on a mmb er oFf Ccndl ..J.ons holala g, clal:!l. to

i }?ara...ouutcy ‘ltul;ll’ll..l.e Reserve rev:.:ed 1:1& qtlh.mmnerlnu boundar,f dlspo.'ts

? 1

between molaj.a ana 1'1 S..esu,v..lc... ‘a5 we =a'Ve ‘geen e:aerged in 1:u1u "Tudeed, tMe

'SHA uas of tue o*:;m.o;; 'tuat tue 'hfn%_y Mclala" was uslug I‘__ormso.t 26 a tool to

' 1o he

forvard s ca'-‘;pa;l.gu refo; 4:.135& as Parpﬂ‘ou.nt guief witnin the Ruseﬂe.

. Tiompsois concession from Molala differed in tone and coxtent to ‘t.,qt cf Brop.

azd QtRedllyts. T‘uompson ad ids telrs _were_gra.n;,ed sole rigits _w1t'_=1h":t;‘t.e'

Taungs Reservs %o Drospect and work all minerals oz o number of conditions:
a)biolala to recieve nalf sunare of all licence money mad aquar’ter; :
0f tue wett profits derived froa stands and site rents and any
otirer moui es\wa‘ter, grazing gaod wood) . :
b) au area of one morgan square was 0 be marked off as muere dle'ﬁOB»
digzing could take place -Once worked out a mrtner aree to be .
de:larcated.

cEpTers would be no restnct;on ou Tuonbsons d:.sgrrr ogerat:l.ons
ag regards the water used for mining or dlD_‘lll,"-" PUIPOSes. Lo

d) Tuonpson will be the first prosvecitor and tue owner of tue.digeing
Reserve({ie the 200 cwners and {00 discaverers clzims) .He could
fuerefore ¢loi "for men,and botu prospsctors and owners' claiams
s“all be worked on the basis of {Mo0lala)recieving ten perceant of
+ the nett profitgnafier 211 (nompsons expenses were Seb., 2

e)Molala guarenieced that tiere would be no interference witn thosge
of Lis people wito coose to work for tue digzers: e questlon of
wabesgue sta‘i:(-:d)WJ.II.1 be left to wazk oot as beta.'enn maswzrs and

- gervant. .

T'.zompscns cchess-ion was granted on a similar %asis as tiat giveu to Brophy as

O'Bn en hy ITQSu.eSu., L 4 Taompson and myself uave kXnows each otuer since .
' 145

boyuoad d':,J'S and J.LL a1 uaVeful‘ co:lfidenc:e o Tiolala recognised thuat tie
1 the dlg:lond digrers were 3.ncreaslng t'ueﬂ r pregsure on tae

Governdent and vthat sooner or later{he would) nave to yield {0 tuelr wisies.w

i
k
P




‘ . 3U- :
‘mpere is no aouot tuab presvure was :LrLcreaSJ.nﬂ for tue e.,.tensmn nf dlg*ln;

IS

o“eratlons to Tlam.ng ln tihe lat'Ler nart of 1:14,and we nave already uoted i

tugt
EAnEREXEDRRLDE toe Leae. e of cowrages of tue t:reat War and the Tannu {as we_T-.l

as the mu)vrere puSulng for tuJ.S. E.owevere tue’ uOVerﬂﬂent 1m.t:.ally rej ected

"tuese petltlons on tie gmunds tuat tne _[qAD .uad not seen fot to modlfy lts

pragdootat. g v . Sugspecting ia tle Reserves vas the tula end of
- sppfrican cnsnossesszcmragd de:norailqaﬁon.' atoltude was close ta

tue wedgea ) - ~_ i = . w{g; IAD s E . .
fuat . oo Zicl Tef the . D “‘“%Sa?._{f«:m#&fdj *' ‘
: LOﬂdﬁlIl m'[s51onary SOCletJ NI "‘” v,nrf' 7-6""931‘ 131

 tue Heverend fom EI'OWu, Cua:l.man of t..e snutu Afncan conm:l.ttee of tue LIISurgEr

& F. S Malan not to a.].lox« Fauugs wative Reserve m be Op ened to chamond dlg
#..as to do so0 xrould ot be to tue beneflt of 'tue ﬁathes of tue ReServes,nor

any o-u except to 'tue flnanCJ.al heueflt of. a. fe*f Blmpeansia.‘gm. .If even ‘a portl

{he contlhuecx)of tue Reserve were to be pmclamed it would. not be long 'oeforc
' w146 " need. sgargnly %o,

'c“e w.ole Reserve would be OVerI‘illq— Tu remind’ youf.;e

‘concluded).. tnat already tuere i8 a gre:t deal of unrest among the natlves owi
to tue fear tuat tie uovenneut is a*c..anptlng to dmve t..an 1u.to tae waterlest
and unluuaaltaole parts of t.‘e couutry, and i fear tiat lf "dlﬂ'_;lugs" are aa&}z_
opeced up in tae 1‘a\1ué$ Reserve tue ofd fear w:Lll be renved toat toe Hesewe
is to be taksnaway from them,n ”'_'H Both the kaD =fd tf.e missionaries purgorted
to speak .r'on bezalf of"t;;e Afrieén Reserve inha‘é,ita&ts- uow‘ tila‘ﬁ m‘ola;l.a and

Mosiess iad botl glveu Toelr apnaraut aPF roval to t...e t...mwl ogen of 1laviang

tlie jiAD.especially was put in an awlcward pOSthu. : ’ ‘ﬂ .
) quurqc_nﬂf‘ll(m"‘ﬂm G e grantlng Of : ‘“")‘c_":‘bf
'Le HAD : AR Jo the 7 . ofasthese concess:-.ons/.\

Molala Mankeraane,it appears,had no idetlogical pmblans with diggzing on the
Reserve at. all;' iile was howe\.rer éoncerned tt.n 5tzif:tlj regulate digsing £4 iii;e
interests of Bics’wgbgket. Iz 19’14 Thompson would Eave sgcu';fgd. s 'signahré if
it éould'hé;ebeen gtiarentee'd ‘tliat?l~'IolaI.a reci‘re a I‘J.alf sizare of thdicencé
noni es, and some return ﬁ‘om actual dlgg.:.ng operatlons.”a jolala's financialr
interests were alao epparant in u.is later daa,llngs m.th Tnompson.:&”mt Molsla
had a further aJ.m in mind tnan mere fimaneial reward- he utilised. the clalms -
of the digzing coamunity and that of épeculatﬁrs to forward nig lozal 'clai:as 4o

to



v

’of Ifolala's conceswlon to- 1nomnson(to grant sole n~uts vrltm.n tue Reserve for

(]

< i, T—e mo Ls of t..e COuf.LlCu lay in tne des uI‘LI.Ct.'LOIJ. of tue i'ulapln# nalltles
'by colom.al ferces z.u tu.e nenod 1 1 te 10_—,-{.15uuolalas clalm tcr Paramountcy
'.'fof tu.e ﬂat \_'Lan:.ug was based botu on t¢e as wnptmn tnat at t':.e ‘tl.he of tne

','A.mexa*lon tie Il‘-‘rperla,l uoverument x; cogn_sed uls fatuer I‘iamumaﬂe aS PaTamoun

'p,an_cumanes,placed at Iwanth.e by nige. 15 But, as Dower pmntedout,,tue Imnemgj_

'boungary line between the two follcw:r.ug,s,and frequent violations of tie lide -

wmugs of t...J.s colom.al dispensatioan,it ig necessory for our purposes to note

ﬁue mauner in wulci Reserve politics intersected wit. tue iuterests of t._

,ouly in late seutesaber 1315, 4 montus af‘ter sydueys apt\llCatIOu. for a mneral

~witiin the Reserve; Mosheshs concession was thersfore invalid. Thompsous case

31.

. . . . : i
%0 Pav;a__o.mtcy Wlt....lu tne Taungs Reserve. IJ. tue r_,overr.ment recosm.ed tue tems

all mlnerals)t..}_‘eﬁ 1mpllcat1c>n wvould be 1:;;:,11:Il oqhe,s‘;.; Lad sunordlnate ng,uts to ‘

c,,l efat ffaungs, and Tl hat Kgantlap ane,MO Sisesu's fatu er,was 4%a§a¢u&%§&1ya_r§w

uovernment uever recogm.sed Molalta as Paramount- toe lettnr of __1.s a'ﬂ-pclntneat
as k,Mlef L 1::::.' expsreqslej stating g.,(%lsotue no cltz_on at the tl.ne of An.nexa
was tﬂab Kga;tlauane was E‘TeE‘ClSlus lndependen.. Jurlsd" ctlon at antue,as c’me_I
of txe Bagc. ua;’Ld:l. Clau of tze BatJa‘alug;@'.a?ﬂju 'T.Lew of tue Coudlfblous agreed
upcl at qnnexatmu acd tue tems of tne _q_rmexatlon act. rﬂ tue nomtmn could no

be alter9d.1bzbuaseque'lt develdpaents, suc“ as tie drawing up of an offjcial

0115’1%35,'%:’15@a5d3t”e- &_% b‘etw mﬁﬁe}E nguiefgn. Wanteever tle zig';ts or -

w.ite Settler commuulty o t.ie Reserves border. ‘I‘_OmpsOuS COuCE‘.SSlOﬂ campa_lgn
offers aun luteree,tiug snotllg..t on t.as lssue TLompson wag late arrival iz the

race to secure pe:mu.ss:Lou to prospect on tie Reserve.. is gpplication was reciev:

lease wituin tue ReScrve,3 moibos after tne &omrades of t=e great Yar,and ozme

153

mo.ut.. ‘Be._l..g Brop__y aud 0'Briess concession from MGS..LBSIL. Tuompsons s apphpg't

ion was _'ow_eVere based on tne assump»tm-n tinat Molala was Pargpount Qnief of

the "Bzihlaping at Taungs",and therefore he had the sole rigut to give permissic

g&a Etu,tshella- ran; .
. It may be stated{ie s2id)by dome applicants tuat Mosusgsh Kgai:lépaﬁe
was willing to open Tiaping but ' tnis terrifory wes within +tne

Tauzgs Reservegand)mosugsn is oply a sub-headmzn living at Manthe.
He has nox territorial rignts.iis fatners people were in: egra‘nts




."_ - fromtne Free state,just ogpomte Bloemudf. and woen driven .
out by the Free Staters scugiit refuge 8dia. fmm Folalas
grandfatner..(wuo settled ‘tnem at Mantue) B 154

. T,,.crmpsons agreemnent, subnlt‘ced on tue 22 october 1919 was w:n.th Mola,la,the

"only Paramount C.u.lef"' "nlS fatuer Mamumane wnc was Baramount Czu.ef in my

- PP

' yc:unger dayswfrote T,,omneoj..)was tne only one f;om wumm tue Bntlsn flrst goi:

tne title and wno a.oreed to come under Brltlsu Rule Tne Hative Affalrs{nepar'

ment) can ‘bring forward no ob3ectlons saylng that tue 'uatlves mll be upse‘c"

Tie entirs populatlou spea‘ung taroug,h the cnle; and tue R gent and Eﬁlei:.a:
Apnarant gmd tne ten counc:.llers nave no obg ecthﬂL o hJ_s concessz.on) 155
TuOﬂGSOﬂS concious 'nam.nulat:.ou of tnbal lore lenis- own 1nterests is mam.fe
and e certainly U.tlllsed .u_‘l.s own st ndlng asﬁa%éxs‘gﬁst Bn.tJ:Su Inspactcr 01 ’
natlve LOCat:Lons in Gncualand unast to tr:r and prescunse the of *“J.c:l_a,_s of to
Unlon Department of P«ptﬂe Af‘Lrs :Lnto f4gs i%’»‘- 5E J‘Fgﬁﬁg& 5&‘1’33&5&%&@&@
ﬁf«,@.ﬁ advice to Malan, tue mlrmster of L’atz.ve AfZalrs was s'tu.dlo%ly' correct:

Kgantlapan'e(IvIo’sE;es:L"é ffat'z;er) was recognised as cuief By the -

Comaission of 1655 and the Cape Gavermment from 1303 and Lag |
. been recognised a8 so ever since ahd Hpsues.: and Molala¥s area . . .

aTe spapated by Parlisnent.Tlaping IaJ.Ts nlt iin Mosiesi's area

and tuerzfore scn*:“ys and C'Briens concasssion takes precadence

Tha astute .olala wob uas 0ot even surface rigits to Taping ig
merely us:.ne, Tioanson. .40 secare recognktion of his claiams 4o -

Paramou t‘fv..gi T Mosuesi.)Molela had adqltteclj the bigyer foll-

Oviig.. Lut R suts a¥k uowever are Reserved-to - tie Crown b.y’ ROXL:
Pmclaaauloﬁ 22\;/10,.‘3 Bnnsu Bec: ua a}.and. 156
Tuompson reclieved g firam I‘ebu'tua__ 1"*‘o': tie Iu.._es Dppartm_ent as to uis atu&‘:)‘t
to be recognised as first nlrosnecfovﬁf and fmn 'tue mstlve Afua;rs Depart":np'
rﬁ:—‘ﬁyl&’ uisg all:.ance w:L't“ ITOIala@ﬁ. ne suoeequenuly turn=c:. 10 less acadin
means of extraciting t.-e com‘esalon from tne G:Jvern::\ent when news Leaked out
of tne imnensut pIOCla:ﬂaulOn of 11;131!15 in e,-arlj Decembe“ 131,. ﬁlompson wmte
to tie Hlm_ster of pative Affalv-s u_s.at malala uaa detei‘.nlned o’ Oue of t;.re.
courses: a) to go m.tu uls ueao.::xan to discuss tua whole aues ulOD&"OJ. ‘l‘.ue dividi
of uis Reserve and tue acxnowled ant of a sub-c:ule:: as having tue ng:ut to
grau‘t“tne Governaznt witiaout mis consent_ tne Oper);n,g of uis Reserve.for ‘

i . .’-' 15\ ) ) 7. . "' . . Y ‘ A '.
Damond Digaingg" iitn tue Governor Geueral. H)to discuss ‘the matter witn Malc
aad to come to some amiwadle ér;'-_ange:ment gud ¢} to abr once enter action agéins'

tue government in tle Supree Court ‘:Exb é"decleration of riguts.{60. tté‘/l\d\&



- l_cmpson traded on tie frequent dl tur:lanx, es wulcu niad resultecl fmm jne

: éarl:.er boundary dlspute between Ielo;ala and iﬁo suesu; T have to te’U you t'lev
are going to be difficulti es- and incregsing frouble{in:the Reserve 2s a revbul

of tMls "Ctloﬂ)...I beseec:u you to come “to somd agrec—ﬂent before :Lt is too

late 1 a.n ready to a'-"sls‘l‘. tue c;overn's.aﬁéi in every"rra.{iand)lu can be ar?‘anged

g—.u.cably mf you really msu.It w1ll mwt cost a frr_cts.on cn tue otner nand if
1b1

you turn deaf ear to tulg tue responslblhty does uot lle mth e, .

T

o P .
l. o Tuo:xpsoms campaz.gg secured tue tempoTary susnensmn of tie Tlaplnf’ proclamat:.
b
| and in tne 1nterln(Jamary to mreld tue uovern_en.t dec:.ded huau 1o do \nt__ :

T:-ompsons aud polalas clainm: Barrett wrote to Malen on the 3rd og da:J.lary

2

In somewiat gu arcted ’cems-"ns ¥ou are mware Cul ex Molal—\ ..c.s 80t leE,al}.y a’
leg‘to' th nd on, but :Lt seens farily nbnous tag 2% e iS largely unler tie
tum.._b of Mr Tuonpqc)u wig mlgm. for u_s own em}s eéggagli“eold nan to carry out
tue velled ture t referred to...It seeas somewiat dlf;lcult to’ dEteI"’lﬂE(ue

~ ' contimuedjwetuer tuls is meregt BIuff,or wehkrw Culef Molsla does seriously
contenplate attackihg Culef Eésuess and ;;_is- people or reso*ﬁnﬁ"to ot'uer o

E"?‘? ﬁ luan:L";ou.s

. " 162 . i
meagures of violence. iwe B oat Taungs was gl : '-'rmmnso:x

actuated entirely by selfis. motlves.np upoed to meke mint modey out of uis
concessrions.tis {nterference in tribal matters Taungs natives mlsc:u.evmus an
. S L & . . y .
guould be d:LE’.r:cu:\:t“a{g,ecl..".1 3on t.‘.e 13tL of Jaruary dwmpson played idis last

rd,as it aprea ‘ ’ S98 88552L
csrd,as it apoeared as if rolala wes m)t prepared to reso ¥ lence
_'ultl ated earlier in tne year.;'e sent a comprouise agrésnent ‘tO Malah suggest

ing tlat the Batter coubd be resolved If 3 Cﬂudlto;LS be acuepted e
2) Tpe Culef wolala siould be recognised as Par-v.mount Culef alb
TalNgs . .
) h) Tuatl Lalf licences znd rents slLould bYe paid over to tue ne.tlves.
- ¢) That Mosiesu. and Molala slould conjoiutly recieve 50 claims. eack
“Molala by virwe of ids autuority %o recieve a Ereater nmnortlon
yof tie area) bhan wosiesl. .
If toe matter were not resolved in tuis way, {['uompeon cont:l.maad tnree 'tulngs

would resul t; Molala would apply for an 1uterd1vt to nalt to o pmclamatlop,
"sul1 paess 0a tue Rpsez'Ve" would result and tue confldeuce of tue nat:.ves
111. all tue Rpseﬂes of soutu Afrlca would be s“elceu.,and tulrdly,molala woutd

all Lis .r%

wltdraw from ime Works wiiiin tie Rpserve amdlt:'.e alLuﬁal dig@iags,w;;ic



.Aj,

-would cause a "senous .ideadloc& J.u %ne .Lahour mar’{et of tue d:.stnct. "1 ,4’ '

2

e reply of t.‘e m u.lster wag dlsma<'1Ve,per_aDS flnally reallsin{, the hollow'
af tne mreats alluded to by Tuonpson.1 513:1 a f:.nal note 5&t’£§ ]}rnomgtgﬂ refez‘;
‘back: totie pnnuplpa beliind t_e pmclamatlon of a I{atlve Reser’ve area WltnOL

tite pemz.suon of. the "natlves"- e LT
a e uutn full submlssz,on and respect slr,\ue stated)T” warn you tiat
"the opening wp of fhe Taungs Reserve without the consent of its
. guief and tribe is going to cause a great reviilgsion and is -

going to siake the confidence of all tiie native Quiefs and peple

fron Eoama's &0eRO4EY Peotectorate to zululand Western Territord es,

Basutoland and in tie: COlony'iéb s el e

.

_But Hala“l. was satlsfled tuat ue had in fact rec:1 eved tne pemlssmn of tue

.

ad
- c.cuef and nis neonle. on tn.e 2Utn af Noven‘nli-malan met wrh. NOSu.eSu and n:Ls

‘Gouuclllers 92 E‘aungs Rgser‘i"e to con51der tice tnmm ug onen og Tlablng.{dsuee

oneg request was that »

_e&a..&&ln&&“ K Ir tue dlgglngs are pmcla:.ned tuey w:.ll not be a puoll

16

dl—’r:;mgs If so(he cont:.uued)l fear dlsturbances will ‘oceur.. ", -‘Tue_ rational

bem.nm .u.‘LS granting of a concession ip Bmpuy_ar;d Qr Rellly_becom'es-cl‘eare;' W
©e exapine tie reasoas for tuis _de_siré ?ha‘t tii__eHdJ'ng_i_'ngs_ be closed‘to thé
.éeueréi”pub;l.irz;- uI Z;a%r"e(’l.a;:;c.'t) sor-l; experience of public dig;;iugs('l;‘e_ said) .ve ca
‘gvell claiﬁ outr daug:tters és ouT OWi..a concesq'bn' s.iould be grasted only 1o
concerning

e"‘té‘lu iuvdividuals and pwnaum 82 ould be nade due s'%ock 80 tLey(digsers and
our oxm) dont get mixed up Matl:.le of “ant..e,a ueae.:lan of ;Iosnesu waq a Littl
more warsu: Mur experience of dig.ings is abad oae.ys Lave iad a wmumber of .
t.i.“lﬂf"'GS as a result of tue dlsgsnges at nome Rule..\and;we ‘1s0t. a2 lot of cattle
gt is wny Wwe are against tne Publlc i gEings. At hone Rule tiiere are a lot o
nooiigans ana people wWerea ‘ulleo but tne ma.rrierers were nDt discovered. ’i'f‘agl"'

renort o'f the mpet:.ng 8iffer ed subs éus'tlally fron t.;a‘t o Mosuesu and Ais

)

councll‘l er;..[vlalan ca:te 'Da i to Pratorla sésatlu:r t._at tue I"‘auuer ..ad been easf!

settled: Procl-z.ma‘tlon woulu ra!;:e D}hcé undrr turee cond:.'tlo.-q,namely ‘huat

Tiie azjea 'l:o he proclalmed( 500 morgan) would be denarcated and fenced off, secor

©1y,half of tie liceace 'fees would te pzid iato the Bechupnalnad kative Fund

é?lﬂ be usad for tus purposes of pm‘tec_ting tas interesta of tue Watives,and

tiirdly, tiat proper volice supervision would be e_ﬂsuz'ed'to prevent friction
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betwe@ all concerned 103 hosuesn,ne reported trled 1o demand tua‘t only n:Ls

Jgafn_rsw be used as labourers on me 1la131n3 dlng:Ln-'re ‘but n.e contlnued ”I S’E:a.t‘
dy that )by 11m1t1 ng 'hue area you 11::13.1‘. tne m.mber of dlg_,eru,,aud if you decide

to tnmw open I w:Lll uave :Lt fenced of :,,bu.t)I caumu ma;ue any regulatlons..as tc

11.

11m1tlng tiie otuer natlves fI‘O.'Zl otuer ‘cnbes.‘., alan also I‘eD ected 'Cue cla:.'as

of };olala 5$$t1nn tuat '-,Lolalas people wanu to I‘E!‘ialn meural'@ggﬂ}% %é,&"zé&gé:@g
- the idea fhat Taung,s(and Tlaping}
&a’z‘eﬁa&e&haxesmz&m&a& - . Was Cmen Land tue Iaines Danrtment refused to

recoe.n:we tue"concesuou" of Bmpny and o{Br:. en-no dlsccverers end owners clal“lf
L o~ o

were granted au.d no pmsnectlng toos plalzeon Tla‘)in—”' Tuls latter develonment wa:

: tue resul\. of conulmung nressu.re on the titnes Deparmentkof m;cu malaa,n. was &l
A .
c.leo Minls ter)by t“e 7ADDT  and ‘the I.eaﬂue of Comrades of tue Great .rar ancl tive

1|1,

pmmoter, tue com.ulsaloner for Returned Sold}.ers

o .

moshes;;e new of tue aE,reements entered }.u.tO in ¥ veﬂoer Wltu IIalau *.rere
euca*oeulated in a "-1au10ual Petltwu fron the Batlamn of LIa.‘Ldl ‘for ouelr

Lpddeie e b rl«'.\;

cuim concermnv t:-e Dligzings at Qlam.r\gn I‘EESl’lued 'bo the nh}) on tue St af

DEcenber 141,.Tue ‘rules and regalations put forward incinded: e ;
a)
ajien tue Tlaping digsirgs are worked tuere suould be no permigsion
fiven to the Xbsas and their tribesmea to wor{..(tm_y Batlaping and
fuelr Basutos.
" byiyere suould be a rule tuet no tea meetlng,m concert ror any
entertainnent he .eld at pigus.
)T at o beer,Jecvaaa or pBrandy suculd be dr..m'_’ O:b c0ld at ‘tue
éigzings.
d) Tuat no native ‘hOIlau. stould work for znotuet natiVe man or be
wired by win.
€) a0y woman or women going to $i flazping digzings for wor‘-‘ is
bouné to work for w.ite men only. ' ‘
) The (overmment suould caooa.e six Becwaras od haldls\ﬂoa-uesue)tnbe :
as Pcllcaﬂau 172 .

4

Du.osecuenu meetlugs between tie repreeentgnves of the diues Deanrtment gnd  tle
digzing 'C:O&’;‘.u;'ﬂ.ty‘ revegl tiat 2 mumder of tuese "rules and regulations® were
o wofficially s&%%égggﬂﬁe%cog{isedby tLe digging comaunity: wlie
comzities woted tle lH-I at ‘:-Eauxlgs}agr“eed' tliat tlie ligtives wisi;es be granteq and
t=at labour bsould be drawa from ‘tie Taungs Zocation odly..ithe diw-eirs)wc»uia
ot ﬁﬁlg’outﬂﬂd labour on the dlbgngs 1€ tae supnly of tieir reﬂul'ments was
guarecteed by tue i eadaan o7 tue Lgéatlou.TI—l t...e event of outside natlves be:_nzr

brouszt onto tue tie digzings{tie comnittee contianed)..eacu tride bepkhced i




”
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a se’oarate EQBBE&:S;;‘Auy di S foamd sunplylno dnn‘; tc natlves suould uave

- diggers! certificate eauce]J ed. acd uo mmarned woman no‘s e:mloyed O t:.e

dl,:,glugs snuld be al'L owed to recna;n t.ere. -..1 [3 t seems pmbalbe tnat ;L’c va

necesuary to affec‘l: sowe local compmmlse hetween t»e d:.gg;l.u; commuultga aud

&&&:& “Osnes... to secure Mos‘ee 's appraval for. tu ﬁ%ﬁ&a&on of Tlaplng. Vid

‘r-uese uegotlanons pncur to tne opeulno of mlaplng MQ&MSAOV M

_degree to woien the MaD, and to a certa;u er&ent t._e dlgg:.ﬂg co:muulty a,.d tin

§C1710ns - discours eﬁ.t_at the AfnCan

geceral public,were couiﬁ:z Ee&}i Vary deﬁuate .

witiin tue Reserves were subaecv te tae eustomary contm... o%r% “?%éta

awiﬂorit:ées #2d 'who nad to be connnced of tne w:.senesa and necessity at an

allenatlon of nguts,‘eefore sucn wonld 'be counteﬂaced It is also :Lntersnting
t0 note 'l:ua‘l: tue Reserve autnomtles were mob:l.llsed by etnnlc fears of%&ﬁ%&
tribes m.‘l:._in"tnelr“ traditlonal&a&ﬁggﬁg uD tugt they saw “the resolutlcm )
such fears J_.n ‘%ems of segregationalist 1deology. Tlap;.ng was npt preclaimed

under any spechal renula'tions zad the informal agrecsents between the digzing

.rebresentatlves transacted on- tue b't:u of Dece@.ber 151.1 soon collansed under

the gheer pres sures of m.mbers. Tne rasi to '[El.anlng was qulte unnrecede'ﬂ;ed 2
a severe local labour sA_;ortage soon saw tue lnﬂg;:of_tgousgnds of nfore;.gn_-r
africans into the Batilaping Reserve.ﬂsMOSL'.eéh‘ aﬁd nls couucil'l ers raised
the problems associated i th 'tuls at a meeting J.n Ma_y 1;2{ W.'i.tu the ¥& Hl,and
’cne Superintendent of Na tives at Taunc,s,to cons:.der ‘the extensmn of digging -
Ioyles Pgnsnect\ tire adjoining portlon of TJ.aplug) One o:f‘ I'Iosu.eshs neadmen,
Tuuna, stated toe pmblem dlrectly,
Tne Maua‘oele'-:\forelﬁn natl‘Ves)w“D are rot tue owners of the -
X TauugS) Reserve azre causing trouble.at the begizninmg(of digzing)

‘we asked tihat tiey suould be separated from tue Batlamns and it was
a0t done.MOw tuey are stealing our stock. 1.'6

anotner &&&a‘ze&i asked "nOE is it that the Matabeles are defeatlng 1% tne gover:s
ent)? Miey are steal:.ng our stock and tue Goverument cans ot drive ‘tuem awa:,r.

Rzl eion,a commoner at Tlaplnb asked tne question- "n‘Dw is it t.u.at if the Resez"
is ours,tue Gore:nment SI.I.OU,ld prevent any nat"ves we dOut want from comng in

b‘eaause tuey are destrmdting our S‘tock(?}" 1171‘1'03;1!25“8 demaud was tuat tue
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g a‘taielesﬂn‘;'Qfd‘ére rot worklng,s«ould ‘oe cleared off tue dl urs. -{bmany'-'

complan.nauts 2150 directed attention at t 1ow rates of pay on tne d:.g‘:,lnss.-‘J
Ou-‘ers I"’Ised tne unnah Sfag'a,QI'J_ relat:l.ons of pzoduc ulOu bet¥en worksr and -
T T A eraplo,/er-

oo erp .,ay tue dlsq;ugscan be eztended(s'tated T_.una)lf tne dl&ers .
wo Wil opay 30/- a week to labourers because foodstifrf is very dea,r.
S gome of tie wifte men say.they dont find diamonds Fet ’cuey want
coothe digsings extended We don{-, want poor men mo mlT net nay the -
: :labourers.ro o LT - e TR

: 'mta Sg_tulba,one of jﬂoSu_eShS couucz.llers,wes of t“e Opl.u.lOu. unat W ‘tue lab@u

errs are usJJ, pa.ld t..e é,ﬁﬁi&;a may be alched to dig'wi tnln tue grouud fenced

.bu.t tuat ther° quould be ue furtner nxtens*on Tne dlg,,_,lug peotﬂe spOll tue nn

\m labogrmg 'l:u.ej dont w:.au to pay tna peo‘Ole wel Tz;ey say 't;:.ey will :)pa_y e,
16 1

_uuc_; and tuen mnawaj'hl to me boys money LMy sese ccmd:. ulom, sta'ted [os ney

' were tue reu_'t of we Government 1'5‘uoziu.—'f ths m_sues od tue 1nhab.;tants of tise

P Reserve prlor to pmclamaulou. Ko fU.I‘tueI‘ 5mund ‘would be onened tm.s tlne

tue @&fl_gh%fgﬁgre a0t met w1ta and tlis 1~-cludea pay for Batulaplna momersl

25 /- per week. s2 04 the 11t of Jutte 1527 these demands’ were considfrd by

ti:e Doyles Paospect Rigrers gorodfise Ciairnsh in conférence. witis f&osnesh, and
elgut of ris councill ers:

‘We want to protect the natives(siafed Rood)in regard %0 strange
natives as far as our povers allow..we sig1l ask tue govermment -
“te glve ns full powers.ye suall ask for fue introduction of passes.
The Govermient can tnen gppoint ar official or we cal’l ap- ;o:.nt one
and keep a cuack on natives in tue locations.’

In regzrd to digrers rvuming avay with lgbourers pay..we w1.17 der
2l ege can t0 preventtiis and nave tue dexaultlne, digrers proséc—

uted, . . .

AS regards MoSunsns demand for 25/ a week for pay, Road pro:u.sed tuat. e

E26Ts would vay tue bhest nrlceu tuej' coulds auy good boy gets 20/~ per week

-

and many are mot mort;. 15/—. (it)is 13)_;()5511018 to fix a satandard wage..".Wuen

E qtiestioz:zed byr}{b"‘slxes;x Rcod promised r"something'définate": mis are prepprséd to

pay a “l‘:ea vage of 2u/- a weck for able 'Dodied Sors. '15351';35.5 time Zheé MOsiiasu

aod Lis councillers were not prepared to ecept asous ahces noweveaer tugy wauted

def:.na‘te re.cul tlons.

e Mataoeles nuSt uave thelr won 1003&101’1( S&r QSL fﬁfﬁxﬁ%ﬁ
nave sean wuab tuey uave done ,I want iien all reioved. They have
gone cousideradle demage,about £60 up to the present..If Toyles
kguspect is nrocla:l.*aed tiie foreign natlveu must berenoved., .o
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“otuér natives must be al? owed on Doyles Pmsaect..:e meau tue T
Josas.e do not object to auy Natives .of Becnua aland e do 1.10‘5 i
~wgnt zulu’s,iséas or snangnans ’ S B -

'l‘ue represeuta ulVes OL tue dlg ers were more tuau v:r.ll:l.nﬂ‘co acede to tuese

L_,‘,,... EERES

R de'nands nood statln uuat "T ere 1s notulu anreasmnalbe 1n 'tue condlt:.ons Tue

_que‘%’clouhoi reaonug tu.e natlves J_s 1n tne uands of 'tu""‘ Gov‘ernment .If tue

@14

Cnlﬂf will Slm‘oly squlc:Lenu labou.r we are Cou‘f:eut. Rood ol’llj objected to

ti wﬁ:ﬁ,@dmané"dtﬂy I‘-'Tos;;es 185 0&- Jﬁx‘%w_g%n%fﬁé&am?‘ﬁse dsmands OfM sies

WEere pubhsued in t..e wvernaent (:aaetue-

13 &0 u::tlve or coloured persou sual'F be a}JOWed to u.a'V’e in uis
custody any wine or sprritucs or par]:]:y spirituos liguor,wita tue
exception of Xaffor beer,uor czu ne make it without permissicn
2jho assendly of vatives or cloured persons, iro drimking er danc1ug

. in acy wative locatios siell take place alter sunset. .

3 a0 dative suall employ azoy nstive females as a servaut or servam:

~4jio mative siall Be allovwed Yo reside on any prociailmed ‘arez withi

" the jurisdictioa of tie Tauuass D:Lstrz.ct legersxcomﬂltuee for ang
pericd exceeding 4 days,urless ue prodeunes proof to suc:u Counittee
tIat e is being employed i a lawful man: ier on’ nay sucu pmclalmed

.aread.

© 5)The Tau- ‘gs District Dlgmers Comzittee suall’ frame gnd keep a peg_
er of natives asuployed py tlie claimjolders or ties diggivgs under I
juriediction, aud aay call apos a cla,l—mold T to furad si. gues ifafors
Tetion” 185 . -

wig® .. .
iriere s no record of mos..es_‘s eplm.cm of these r'e.gula’clé)E 1L§m3£¢ztnelr

promulgation,and we may per“sps couclude thgt ti ey were wor’-'ecl ta tuﬂ Sablsfatl

iocn of all cmxcerned T-e clase co-operation of tne \mw) {['auu s mg”ers cem_

ttee and Moshesi: Egantlapane aay also Lave resu_.ted ‘in ‘tne refusal o-.‘ tne

TADDU "and tie VRIU to?gaé}aaggﬁag%&itms mguers co:a::llttee me:aers to tuese )

i ,,., . .
Um.ons]a Lo

Part Five: conclusicn,

s

Tals essay does not m.ean to sug es‘t 'tnat ‘T:u.e e‘ventual comnm“lsé w:;lcn
energed from tiiess loca.'L conﬂlcts was tue resuli simply of fue 1nueractlon of
tradlt:l.onalaam autuontles in 'tue Reserve and the Sptuler com:umty,at nome
Ru.le Klllarney or tue surmundlnﬂ dlstnct in Novaﬂ.ber 1:2U Hr J,D. rgo;e of
SANNC was I‘epOrted to be visiting tue Taungs da.qtnct,pnd .the Tlaplnzr dlgglng.s.

Ia the same year a local brancg of SANNG, tne Britisn Bechua“aland and Gnquala:
WaSy
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was‘s ‘iaj::.ve congreqs,was &%z%}‘fba tue B=I’.-cly '.’.’est aud B.Loafnnof dlganvs,a-g:t te

<

ing for ua.g.mr pey and betuer work:l.nu cond:.tlous for tuose permangnt womers

88
in the cugrers locaumus.1- Tm.s poHular ..mtory .uas mt yet been m‘bed@, in
anJ nlstorlcal work CR1Ci: 1ess s'lmd::.ed.1 “But t.u.l‘; ess {Pgeafs WItu anot'uer

noe less 1nterest1ng J.aCet of tne n:l.story of alluv1al dlg,—::.na in ‘tue ,Lg earl_/

" tventi et“ cen uurvy It trJ. eds?%ewojfafa.k éﬁ&iﬁfiﬂfﬁ&ﬁc& et*weenRES eg'\rr%daumo?%tl

‘aud the state, e._d of set*l ers and alssers in t“ls area. :




