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Chilundo

Gender refations under the impact of iransportation revelution in northern
Mozambican province of Nampula, (1913-1961)
Artindi Chilundo®

Rescarchers agree that colonial economic policics fundamentally changed the
context in which African houschald and kinship refations functioned in Mozambique, !
However, the question ol differential power and resource control between men and
women has been barely studicd. This cssay appears as ao aticmpt to hightight some
aspects of the social impact of the expansion df modern land transport in the northern
Mozambican province of Nampula. Instead however of trying to capture the whole
picture of the social and economic impact of the spread of railroads and road tfanspon I
am concentrating my attention on the Makua women whose experience and voices have
been overlooked in the emerging Mozambican historiography.

n northern Mozambique as in other parts of Africa, ratlroads and modern road
transport were instruments through which colonial powers were able to impose and
consolidate their political ascendancy over the vast hinterland?, Acting as pipes for
pt;mping raw materials out of African countries, both railroads and modem road transport

also sharpened the exploitative charucter of coloniatism®.  This has been the case in

* I would like to thank The Rockefeller Foundatiun. The Mac Arthur Program, The Ford Foundation and the
University of Minnesota History Depantment (or their financial support. | would like also to thank my
colleague Heidi Gengenbach for her pe. ceptive comments jaind suggestions . 1 am especially grateful 1o
Prof. Allen Isaacman, for his instructive and insightful advices,

| See for instance S. Stichter and 1. Hay ted.). African Wopnen Souih of the Sabara, London, New York:

Longman, 1984; Sonia Kruks, Ben Wisner, “The Siate. The Party and The Female Peasaniry in

Maozambique” in Jounal of Southern African Studies, vol. t1. No. 1. Oct, 1984: Van den Berg. Jelle, “A
Peasant Form of Production: Wage-Dependent agriculivre in Southern Mozambique ", Canadian Journal Of

Alrican Sunlies. 2) (), 1987 375389,

1. Leveren. C.. "An Quiline OF The History OF Railway in Tanganyika 1890-1956" in, Tanganyika Notes
and_Records. 47, 48 (1957} pp. 108- 1167 Matns. Lduardo Coreeia de. &_Colonizacio de Mocambigue
Perante v [nteresse Social. Sociedade de Estudos da Colania de Mogambique, 1947; Croxion, Anthony,

Railways of Rhodesin. Newton Abbor 1973 Freond, i), Hl.abor and Labor History in Africa: A Review
of the Literature”, Africon Studics Review 27 (1984).pp.1-42; “Theft and Social Protest Among

the Tin miners of Northern Nigeria™ in Radical History Revigw 20, l932.

Y. Mason. Michael, “Warking on the Railway: Forceul Latior in Northern Nigeria, |907-1912". in Peter
Gutkind. Robin Cohen aanl Jean Copans, {eds.) Alrican Labon_ |Jistory, (Sage Publications), 1978 pp.56-79;
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Chilundo 3

Nampulu province. Apart from these elfecis. modern transport infrastsuciures improved
communicalions and transporiation into the hinerdand and they significanuy belped 1o
expand trade into remote rural areas*.

In this essay, my working hypothesis has been that practical, material economic
forces represented by the expansion of modern land transport into ihe hinterland and the
subsequent expansion of the commodity market had a significunt impact on the daily
lives of both men and women among the hinterland Makua. The period of expansion of
cash craps was preceded by a household woman-centered agriculture. However, in the
carly decades of the colonialism, i.e. before the expunsion of modern transport
infrastructures and cash opportunities into the hinterlurd, women's position within the
household was gradually being eroded. With far less oppurtunitics of acquiring cash than
men, and tied to their role of family food producers, women had sull to pay taxes. While
men were increasingly baing transformed into cash-winners in both regional trade and
migrant labor, women were increasingly becoming more dependent upon their male
guardians for access 10 both cash for taxes and imported commodities.

However, as the raitway and motor vehicles gradually incorporated more
‘backwater' regions into the world commodity murket, women found a way of refarding
the demise of their previously central role in the houschold cconomy. Colonial
development schemes in Namputa rested mainly on cash crop production. Since
agriculiure Was traditionatly a women's domain it is quite fair (o infer that women's
posilidn within the household economy became more and more noticeable. From family-

minded producers, women became the principul producers of cash crdps,

2, Ed. by R. Cohen, Zed

Nzuls, 4.T. . LL Potekhin and A.Z. Zusmanovich. Fy
press. 19749 p.33;

4. Sanius, Vutdezdus

5il, thm Wf:—l pp 176- l'hs llolmsirom. Edwin . Railways
jve ;5 {London: P.§,
ondoa. I9'n) Litna, Alfredo

Kmb and Sun 1914) Huphns Al G
Pereira de.
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The ease of acguiring cash through the safe ol surplus production in nearby rural
Vshnps enabled many women to rencgotisie power within the household. Prior to the
introduction of raitroads and roads, evidence shows that women were entirely dependent
upan men. Only males were able to migrate for jubs where they could acquire cash for
texes  and clothing for their mothers, spouscs. sisters or daughters. However, the
capansion of roads and the subsequent establishment of shops contributed to a certain
change in this situation. While their male relatives were engaged in contract labor,
women were able 10 praduce cash crops [cotton, cashews, sesame (sesamum indicum,
LY. peanutsi. and sell them directly to shops lor cash or other commodities for their datly
lives. As we shall later see. this did not mean the end of meﬁ's attempt to control all
financial means within the househnld. However. women's position was still substantially

altered.

1. The Hinterland Makua Women in the Late Pre-Colonial and Early Colonial

Perind.

The Makua, like many other peoples of Central Africa’, have practiced a form of
protracted uxorilocal bride-service marringe. Uxoritocal bride service marriage creates
matrilocal extended families and gives their society a matrilineal influence®. Husbands in
Mukua society are always outsiders in their wives' villages, As a2 Makua proverb clearly
maintains. Mulopwana, nokhuwoe; khanimele ekholfwéle, (A man is like a corn shrub

whose roots. unlike millet «méles. do not ereate olfspring)’. The meaning of this

5. See for instance Chet S. Lancaster, The
University of Oklohoma Press: Norman, 1981,

5. Major A. J. de Mello Machadn, . Prelo editora.

Lishoa, 1968: rancisco Leema Martines, & ann M.u,gr.\g ALsua L“ Lerst, (Minisiério da Educagdo: Institute

de Tnvestigagio Cientitica Tropical. Lisbea, 19893, p. 15,
! Despite the facr tha these proverhs were collecied amd presented in o written form much later. they are
thoneh part ol Makua ord Aradition dating back o pre-colomal e ruul Aphurisms, proverbs are impnrtant
part o culture and imoral ecwgzeton among the Makna, For maere see. Provérbiog Macuag: Culiuea

4



Chilundo 5

aphorism explains the very foundations of how the Makua society is vrganized. It is
asserted that the man’s clan is froitless and sterile. that it canot bé transmiited to the
offspring. On the contrary, a woman's clan is pereeived as tertile hrough which the
nihimo (the clan) is reproduced. A wan in Makua sucicty is merely a biologicul
reproducer. He is therefore campured to « corn plant which fructifies vnly once before
dying, whercas a woman is likened to the admirable millet whose roots renew its
productivity for at least three years in row.

Despite the man's secondary role in the social ceproduction of the mifime, his role
in the houschold economy was crucial. "A man is the axe; and a worﬁan the hoe',
(Mulopwana, epasd; muthiyana, ehipd.)® says another Mznk.uu proverb. In fact, among
the Makua, men ‘traditionally' cut the trees and cleared the fields with an ax and
machetes, whereas women tilled the land, seeded, and weeded with a hoe. Without an
axe, an important tool for clearing the lund, a hoe by itself could not do anything. An
analogy of this aphorism is then extended to gender roles of men and women in the
Makua peasant household. Men and women must not be seen as simple fathers and
mothers, but also as important economic agents compeling along gender lines for the
control of househotd resources.

In the traditional Makua society, ali domestic chores were women's responsibility.
They included, bearing and rearing children, prepuring food for the family, cultivating
food stuffs‘. making domestic appliances like pols, sieves, and others, fetching water and
firewood. On the other hand, it was men's responsibility to build huts, to clear the land,
fell trees and 1o provide all agriculture tools and clothing to his tumily. In a situation of a

famine it was his responsibility 10 help his Family (o survive.? In the pre-colonial era and

Mogambicina, coligidos pelo Pe. Alexandre Valente de Matos, da Sociedade Missiondria Portuguesa.
Instituio Je Investigagdo Ciendifica Tropical, Junta de lnvesiigagoes Cientilicas do Ultramar. Lishoa, 1982,
p. 68,

* proverbios Macuas: p. 205,

. Prelo

Y. Sce Major A. J. Je Mello Machado,
editora, Lisboa, 1968, pp. 190-191.
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carly decades of the colonial settlement long-distance trade ax a nun-domestic sphere was
ahsolutely dominated by men. Given societal norms regarding gender roles, long,
dangerous and tedious journcys from the hinterlaid to the coast could not accommodate
women. Women's absence for long periods was consilered dcl‘rimenlul to their primary
role as food producers for the family. This expljins why most of long-distance irade
participants were ren.

Trade among the hinterland Makua never emerged as an independent economic
sector. It was part of the rural economic struciure of social reproduction. The active role
played by traditional lineage leaders - Mwene Mutokivene (a traditional lineage chief later
on krnown as régulo), and Mwene's (the village ‘headman} - in its organization may
partially support the argument that trade was an intrinsic component of social
reproduction. During the dry season, chiefs and heddmen would call the Mahunu (heads
of households) and urge them to colleel wax. tap rubber or seize some slaves'V.  After
gathering an appreciable amount of wax. rubber and other tradable items the clan leaders
set up a date of departure 1 the coast. where they bartered Lheir produce for clothing, salt,
and other commedities'!. These imported commodities were then divided among
married women, children. uncles. mothers and aunts, Only single adult women in most
of the cases were excluded. They did not receive any imported cloth. They were then

condemned to continue wearing naketto thark cloth). This was rather a deliberate action,

1 Smugling in skave trade despite its official ban in 1836/42 continued up 10 1902. Nigankwa Sibire
asserted that he has heard from his pareats that apart from wax and rubher peaple could be seized and sold
in either Chidre or Lunga, A wan was winth live picces ol'clnlﬁing, wherens i wonan was worth six
piccesdInerview with Nikangwa Sikire, Muitc. Ger 12, 19933 For more on slave trade in the late 19th
century see Arlinde Chilundy. “Ziverceni Fize Vyvoje Obchodu Otroky v Jihovvehodnd Africe (od druhé
poleviny 1R, stoleri duo konce 149 stoleti”. Beezen 1956, Pralu pp. 162, MUAL Thesis in Czech:"The Last
Phise of Slave Trade in Southeastern Africadfrom the 2nd half'nf 181h century 1 the end of [9th century).
Praguc. March. 1986,

H Inverview with Nikangw: Sibire. Muite, Oer 12, 1993,
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which was aimed at forcing them into marriages. As oue peasant put il “il they wanted
ekuwo (cotton cloth), they bad to be married..."12.

Depending on the distance from the point of depirture (o the couast, these journeys
could last from u week to one month. Mostly only uble-hodicd. healthy und young men
who could march an average of 50km a Jay with their loads va the shoulders could
participate in these trade clusters, It is not therelore surprising that long-distance trade
was segregated along both sex and age lines. Women, children und the elderly were
literally excluded. However, the elderly and women's rolc in the preparation for the
journey was very critical.

In Mecuburi, for instance, before their deparivec on these long, uncertain and
dangerous journeys, men asked their wives or their female relutives o prepare food,
which consisted of meal, dried manioc and peunuts. Food supplics had 1o suffice for both
ways. A successful journey required a thorough and meticulous preparation, which
involved a series of rituals. For instance, the makeva (gilt 1o the spirit of ancestors) was
prepared and offered by women on behalf of their husbunds. uncles and sons. Shontly
before such a long journey was about 10 tuke place. it was gquile colimon 1o s¢¢ women
pounding millet, taking the meat in a bowl, and going 1w a certain family holy site along
with their husbands, usualty where the mast respectable elderly fumily members had been
buried or to a tree called mutolo. During the act of offering the sacrifice 10 the spirit of the
anceslors , .n. Mrs. Mukwashe recalled, a woman would recie:

My husband is uboul to undenake a very long and dangecous journey. I implore

You w protect him throughout the journey. Bless hin so than the products he (s

taking with him witl be well sold..."?

After this plea, the man would take his saddle-bag and lcave t join others in the caravan.

12 Joim interview with Matias Mbara et al.. Mifiana, Ouu )2, 1993,

13, Joint interview with Manuessa Mukuashe ¢t al. Mecuburi -sede. Octaber 11, 1993,
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While the men were absent from the houschold. a specified set of rules and taboos
were imposed upon his wife. Taboos formerly used by huniers were now adopted,
transformed and perfected 1o play o new role during the period of long-distance trade!?,
In the long period of her hushand’s absence, @ woman was not supposed to quit the

househoid. She was barred from leaving the houschold bevond & distance of one

kilometer. She was only allowed to go to a neurby well or river to fetch water and return

home immediately. She was alse forbidden to shut the door of her hut throughout the
period of her husband's absence!3. She was also proscribed not only from cooking fora
sirange male guest but atso from traveling and conversing with men while her husband
was away6,

From the above one | would speculate this set of taboos was solely intended to
control woman's sexuality. it was believed that limiting her movements, keeping her
‘forcibly’ home. .and maintaining the door always opencd, would significantly reduce the
chances of adultery. These taboos led women to belicve that if they did not respect these
prescriptions, the lives of their significoni others would be in jeopardy. Any sort of
misfortune throughout the journcy was blamed on women who did not adhere strictly to
these rules. There was indced a ma.erial reward for women's loyalty to their hushands.
When their hushands. sons. or uncles returned. they could bring imported clothing, betier
hoes, salt and eveniwally some beads if the journey hid been successful.

Oral accounts from most of the Makua himerland indicate that salt and ¢lothing
were commodities in high demand in the tnerior. For example. in Chinga and lapala,

peasants tired of Qavoring their food with ashes of certatn plant lcaves like éthiury,

14 For more on this issue see Fdward Alpers. Iyvory i Slaves:Chg i i
East Central Africa to the Laver ninggrecnth Centucy, University of California Press. Berkely and Los
Angeles, 1975 chag. 4.

3 - . . .
15 Juint interview with Manuessa Mukuashe et al.. Mecaburi ssedde. Octoher 1F, 1903,

10 Franciscer Lermo Martine s, O Pouvo Magua ¢ s Colturn, tMinistério da Educaggio: Institute de

Investigagdo Ciemitica Tropicak Lisbon, 19891, p. 378
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mukisi, m'tuitho, kutuma, m'kohi and mkowkoré \hat were used 1o subsutute for sall!?
orgunized special trade clusiers 1o purchase salt in the coast. bn Namapa, notwithsianding
the fact that peasants, especially women, could vbtain salt from Lirio river banks!8,
importing sall from the coast was more econmuical because the entice process of salt
extraction was not aaly demanding but also lubor intensive and tnne-consuming. Most of
the women's labor during the dry season was allocated 10 salt extraction. However,
increasing ties with the coastal commercial entrepot of Memba in the lute 19th and early
20th century brought in an influx of cheaper imported salt which consequently ruined
local sait production. The collapse of Jocal salt production had far reaching social effects.
Women who heretofore had been not only the producers hut also the owners of salt, were
now becoming increasingly dependent upon men in order (o gain access 1o this product.
Since salt was brought in from Memba by men engaged in long-distance trade, the influx
of cheaper salt from the littora] also meant women's loss of conirol over a very important

seasoning commadity?.

17 AHM. "Relatério do Posto Administzativa de Chinga: Refatdriv de Usos ¢ Costumes indigenas (13 de
Novembro de 1927)", por Francisco Alexandre Lobo Pimeniel. chele do posto administrativode Chinga,
Secqio Especial a LIl p.8, Cx. 187, pp. 165; Joint interview Nikukoro Phakali and Luisa Jodo, lapala, June
5. 1993

18 José Artur Beria Chiyuebo in a joint interview with both elderly women and mea explained to me the
ail process of salt extraction in the banks of Rio Line. Women would bring big clay pols into the banks of
Lurio River where they filled them up with sand from sites with high sait concenration. Then they brought
this sand home where they moisiened it with water. The gravy sind oblained would subsequently be
transferred into another eurthenware with a tiny hole in the botitom. The water in the sund will thea drip
drop after drop into another clay pot. Through this process the wamen would puiently repeal this operation
until they accumulisled a significamt guantity of salled water, The tollowing siep consited of filtering this
salled waler before builing it. In the meantime they would fewh ficewood in the preparation of the bosling
of the filtered water. The water would be boiled for su lang up w s evapormion. The provess leading o the
evapuration was nul easy. [ required so much lirewoud. Alier the evapuration in the bowom of the clay pot
appeared salt crystals. then with sakfudku, a sort of shell found in the river, or with a snail shell they wouid
remove these salt crysials fron the pol into a ciddle. Sume people would sivre the salt in a son of barel,
called locally srruitie , which was made with a tree bark called atheko.Point interview with José Artur Beria
Chiquebo et at.. Namapa, October 5, 1993]

19 Joini interview with José Artur Bena Chigueha et al.. Namapa, Ociober 5, 1993, The influx of
cheaper salt from the coast meant also that women's labor which was fonmely altocated 16 sabl extraction
could be diverted for aother domestic chores. Here 1 see sali as 3 metaphor of gender cuntlict gver the
CONro) of SCarce resources.

9
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I this section. T awtempted to highlight gender roles in the pre-colonial Makui
society. Given societal norms regarding gender roles most of domestic chores and food
production remained basically women's donuin, whereas most af non-domestic activities
like long-distance rade werc dominated by men. It became obvious that men were more
independent than women. However. despite this apparent woman’s subordinale position
and her domestic workload, a man could hardly turn her into o slave, Jn this matrilineal
society, as Machado painted out. @ womuan residing in the community where she was
born, she enjoyed protection from her close relatives, greal autonomy and rélative

independence from her husband20.
I1. The Colonial Conquest and its Impact on Women (1885-1930)

Shontly after the Berlin Confercnce in 1885, in which Africa was sliced among
European colenial powers. the so called ‘pacification’ military campaigns started.
However, because of the inefficiency of land wansporl the process of actual colonization
of the Makua hintesland was very slow and gradual. Up to the1930s many hinterland
regions still remained unl'y marginaby controlled by the Portuguese, Despite their fragile
economic presence in the interior of Numpuia, the Portuguese were able to impose
taxexd! as a means of raising revenues for the colonial stale's adminisirative costs and the
construction of transportation infrastruciures. These laxes had to be paid in cash by men
and women alike. The tax hurden feli heavily on single, divorced and widowed women.

Taxation had an overwhelming effect on the peasant household and peasants' social and

. Prefe

0 Gee Major AL L. de Mello Machado. Entre s Mavuay, de Angoehe; Historia
editora, Lishoa. 1968, pp. 190

21 'Native taxes were tor the First time introduced in 1554, Only few nalives were in fact subject to
taxes, because the Purtuguese influncee wiis very limited. §e was vnly contined to a very namow strip o land
along the taast and Zambezi vallev, Alter the coloniad conguest tixes were extended into the hinterland, but
always harely regulated. Threnghuw the Colony there were twe rvpes of taxes: the hut (ax and poll tax, By
1937. the Portuguese came furmally 1o acknmwledge that e ot i did nonexist, because what in practice
existed it was the poll fax, Far more see Diploma Legislitivo n"551, de 9 de Junho de 1937,
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economic lives. Tt affecied in many ways both ccanamic and sucial reliations within the
househald. .

During the first two decades of this century, numy peasants of both genders
failed 1o puy their tuxes for lack of money. The dearth of cash was ascribed (o the absence
of stores in the hinterland, which made it difficalt tor peasants to scll their produce for
money. For instance, in the entire Comando Militr de fmala of about ¢leven thousand
square kilometers?2, there was only one siare in Muecate. In 1916, a Portuguese military
commander in Imala observed that natives very often had 10 resort 10 commercial
entrepdts in Mossuril, Ampuense and Memba, which were as far as nine days' travel by
foot from Imala and Muecale in order 10 be able 10 pay their hut taxes. And chose from
Mecuburi would sell their produce in Memba, which was us fur as 1en to fourieen days
round-trip. "It is because of these long distances to the commercial centers”, the officer
complained, "that it is difficult for the natives 10 obtain enough cush from what they sell
to pay their hut taxes"23,

During the dry season, shortly after the harvest, clusters of hundreds of maie
peasants were reported carrying their produce (millet, maize, rice, peanuts, rubber, waxe,
coffee, sesame, tobacco) from the hinterlund to the coast where they expecied 10 acquire
cash for their taxes?t. As mentioned earlier, these trade clusters were sexually
segregated. Women for social reasons could not participate in these long-distance trade
aclivilies.‘ Only men could engage in them. Single. divorced and widowed women living
on their own were deprived of any retiuble source of cash.  As late as the early 1930s

women's access to cash opportunities was sull very marginal,

22 Apuiirio Comercial de Poriugal, "Colénias-Separaas”. Lisboa (19313, ppA20

23 A.H.M. Direcgdo dos Servigos de Administragdo Civil, "Relatérios ¢ Didrios de Servigo, (1915-1916)".
Cx. 6. Capitania-Mor da Mucuana, Retatério do Comando Militar de Imala {1915-16). por José Daniel.

24 AHM. "Relatério da Capitania-Mor do Mussuril de 1 de Junciro de 19027, Governo do Disiticio de
Mocambiyue, Imprensy Nacioanl de Mogambiyue. 1901, AHM. Governo Geral. “Correspondéncia
Recebida, Distritn de Mogambigue. 1905 - Relatirio da Caprasia-Maor da Macwana”,Cx 1016,
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In the most interior srcas such as Malema the situation was still more dramatic.
Although local people were reporied to be industrious, producing copious quantities of
white beans, onions, and a variety of grain. they could hardly pay their taxes. There were
no stores where they could sell their surpluses for cash. On this issuc a Colonial Native
Officer noted,

{...] in Malema there is no a single conunercial establishment. Despite Ribdug

having twa stores it is so far away from Malema, and in the entire Cuamba there
is not a single sample of a store. How will ihis population be uble to sell their

produce for cash?25

Wage jobs were still very scarce. Plamations and large scale farming which could
have employed some of the peasanis for cash were virtually non-existent. Up to late
19305 when the construction of the railway brought in new job opportunities, the only
source of cash for taxes were migrant labor and. inarginaily. long-distance trade.

Many male peasants from Lataua and Malema were reported migrating for wage
labor to 1ea plantations in Nyasaland. and to sugar plantations in Mopeia. Some of them
went as far as Salisbury in Southern Rhodesia. where they worked in the mines. As an
officer commented. they spent more than a month in the journey to a workplace. In
Nyasaland, "they carn an average of cight shillings 2 month, but by and large they return
loaded with so many goads: shoes, cloths. umbrelly "2,

Under such circumstances, women beeamg victims of their gender. Unlike men
who could easily migrate 10 the neighboring Nyisaland, to sisal planiation in the littoral,
to the construction siles of railroads, women were helicved to be incapable of undertaking
such long and dangerous journeys. In ‘backwater’ fegions fike Malema and Lalaua in the
late 19305, i.e. before these arcas wclrc imcgrnkd ‘intn mternational commodity market,

women lacked the means that could help them o connpty with the law.  This led a high

I3 AHM. “Retatdrio de nma Inspecgio is Circunsericdes (o Distrito de Mogambigue (1936-1937).Vol,
1. pelo Inspector administrative A.Pinte Corréa. Inspeegin dos Servigos Administrativos e dos Negdcios
Indigenas. Lourengo Marques. S de Abril de 1938 113

26 Relatdrio - Pinto Corréa: 123
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colonial officer 10 observe, in the same period, that the highest percentuge of rax
defaulters were women. "Given this sitation”. he wrote, "It is wonth arguing in favor of
a reduction of the amount of wx thal women in the district ol Mogiunbigue must pay ™7,
Despite his complaints it was only a decade later that the amount ol luxes 10 be paid by
- women was reduced from 90 escudos 10 50 escudus. 8

As a result, a high percentage of women were unuble to comply with the law,
Unlike men who could migrate or engaée in long-distance trade fur cash women's domain
remained confined 1o the social reproduction of the lineage. The only possible source of
cash was agriculture. "But”, 4 colonial officer wondered, "the women? Where are they
going to acquire resources that will enable them 10 pav ;he 90 escudos of taxes? From
tilling the land, as it happens in the littoral??¥ In [act, the percentage of female 1ax
defaulters along the coast, the railway [where it already exisled] and principal roads,
where stores had been established, was lower but still very high.

High percentages of female tax-defauliers led a frustrated chefe de posto to accuse
Makua women of laziness. Dismissing the prevailing assumption and belief among
European farmers thal women are the principal agriculiural producers, he wrote:

This might be true among the landiny (people of Southern Mozambigue), but

among the Makua il is not the case. One of the proofs 1hat Makua women are not

good cultivatars is the fact that single and widowed women always fail to pay hut

taxes, in almost the entire District. An sdduionaf evidence is that when men are

compelted 10 go somewhere for forced lubor, when they come back they find ou
that their women fuiled to work in the machambu.. .. W

27 Relatério - Pinto Corréa: 116, Taxes for boch men and women had been increased in 1927 10 90
escudos. According o s Portaia provincial n® 631 of Dee 24 of the same year the inerease was considesed
critical 1o cover the expenses of frailroad building, road mameenanee wiwd high adininistrauve costs, See
Portaria n®1 843, published in the Boletim Oficial n"S, § Série, Feb.d. 1933

28 Portaria N° 4:768, "Regulamento do Imposto Indigena®, in Buletin Qlicial n*?5, Juae 27, 1942,
Tuxes to be paid by single, widowed and divorced females was from 1his yeur on designated “imposio
indigena reduzido™.

29 AHM, “Relmorio de Uma fnspecgdo as Circunserigoes do Distrito de Mogambiyue (1936- 19375 Vo).
11, pelo Inspecior administraliva A Pinto Corréa. Inspecyio dus Servigos Administrativos ¢ dos Negocios
Indigenas. Lourengo Marques, 5 de Abril de 1938.p. 113,

30, Relambrio de Chinga: 143
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Women were neither lazy nor reckless, \lellill the iraditional division of labor women
did more than enough ta sustain the social repraduction of their families. Apart from all
domestic chores, women cultivated machambas (smatl farms) which produced enough
fondstuffs for their families. The impact of laxation and of commodity production upon
the traditional way of living was overwhelming. Women. who herctofore had cultivated
small plots of land with the help of their male guardians, were suddenly compelled to
increase the size of their machembas without the appropriate help from men, who in the
meantime had been coerced to work in public works - road. rails and bridge construction.

Single, divorced and widowed women were not stupid. Between the two choices
befare them, to provide for their families or 1o comply with the imposed law at the
expense of their children. the former was (o them a better option. That is why they were
reluctant 1o produce more crops at any cost for taxes, Challenging the colonial state was
at best very risky. Many of these single and widowed women who failed to pay their
taxes became vulnerable 1o all sorts of abuses. As a colonial officer noted in Chinga in

the late 1920s:

The régulos very often get angry with single women and widows for failing to
cultivate larger machambas in order to be able w pay their taxes. These women
would furipusly retort by telling to the réeulos: "You are not my husband, you
do not have amy right to command me'. And this it is & fact. Y
This quotation suggesis how fast the relationship between husbands and wives within the
Makua marriage had changed. The impact of tuxation combined with women's reduced
cash opportunities had the effect of reinfarcing hidden patriarchal elements that always
existed in the Makua uxorilocal murriage. Women who failed to pay taxes faced the
prospect of being sent fo farced labor. As in the Iate pre-colonial and early colenial
I

period. when hinterlund women from Chinga, Meguhiri, lapala and other hinterland

. . B - B - . .
regions increased their chances of wearing s picee of imporied cloth if they were

3 Relatdrio - Pinta Corréa: 143
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married??, from the early 19205 on they similacly feh more protected sgainst forced labor
and other abuses if they were married.

Women marcying against their will in the carly days of the colonizalion in the
Makua hinterland became more freqﬁcm. There is strong evidence that a number of
women, in oeder 1o escape from being sent 10 furcc;l lubor. had to accept unwanted
marriage arrangements as second and third wives. Marriages among the Makua were
wraditionally monogamous3}. However, over Lhe time a combination of scvcral‘ factors
namely the search for prolection, economic reasons, Istamic influence graduaily changed
the character of marriage. After the imposition of hul tuxes, many single and widowed
women increasingly sought protection from marricd mer. The latter found a poligamous
marriages also economically advantageous. The more women 4 man had, the more
production he could have. He had only to help his wives to cleur larger plots, and the
economic advantages he obtained went beyond paying taxes. A man with several women
had also a secure protection against any forced labor for failing to pay tuxes. Each women
had her own field in her village. If the production failed in one of his wive's field, he
could eventually obtain enough surplus from another which could be sold for cash for
taxes. On the other hand, women found it helpful 10 have a husband who could help
them to clear the land and 1o acquire cash in the far away stores {or cash.

Traditionally all marriages ameng the Makua are by cansent of both the man and
woman. A man could not marry a second wile without the acquiescence of the first
woman (mwdara atokwene or muthiyana a kiwidei). However, laxation forced some of the
mwara nlokwene 10 accept, for compassion, marriages between their husbands and their

female single or widowed retatives who needed protection. Terrified by the prospect of

32 gee joint interview with Matias Mbara et al.. Miliana, Qe 12, 1993

33, Mantinez, F. Lina - O Povo Macua ¢ o Sua Cultura, Ministério da Educagio: Jnstitute de Investigagio
Ciemifica Tropical. Lisboa. 1989.pp.173-175.
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heing seat to forced labor for failing 10 pay taxes. certain adult step-daughters married
with their mother's husbands. As a'colonial chefe de posto noled in the lae 1920s,

...a husband can marry with anc of his siep-daughters. but her mother seems not

minding at all. In some of the cases 11 is she (the mother or the man's wife} who

willingly offers her daughter to tier husband. especially when she is too old to

help him Lo raise money for taxes... 4
Such marriages for convenience were guile distinclive even in the e-Makua linguistic
expression. Youang women who were forced to marry ju.ét for protection or for other
reasons were calted othelihiva {Torced 10 marey)’s.

The balance of power and respect that were characteristic to the Makua marriages,
were gradually being replaced by an increasingly more explonative relationship. These
women were on the one hand literally working for their husbands and indirectly for their
mwara ntokwene, and on Lhe other hand for 1he colonial state taxes. Because of the
absence of stores in the vicinities of their villages. husbands or male guardians became
crucial elements of linkage between dependent wonien and the market.

Abuses arising from women's increasing dependency upon men became more
frequent. A husbard in the Makua socicty as an outsider in her wife's village was
traditionally i a very vulnesable position. In a situation of dispute between the wife and
the husband. the latter was more likely to recede. As astranger” in his wife's village, he
was naturally deterred hy the fear that he could he called upon to leave his family and
therefare losc access 1o land. Taxation and women's lack of access to the market were
used by some men to lurn the situation into their own favor. A depressed man could use
the tax to get rid of an annoying wile or |1|()|l1c|--i|1-I;!\\'. or he could use this opportunity
10 underscore how important he his for the hooschuold. A chefe de poste captured the

patronizing male attitude in these words:

M Relario de Chinga:ty.

¥ Marunez: 158,
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Even during the hut tax collection one can see how cunning the hlack man is; he
takes advantage of the hut tax 1o prove his wife how mocl e loves her by
withholding and hiding the money awaiting lor his wile 1w be arrested 10 the
Posto. One or two days later he would appeir in the Posto wilh the necessary
amount of money for her hut tux and would say 1o his wife, e hid 10 borrow the
money, because he is o ‘good friend of her'. Some woull even take advantage of
the hut 1ax to free theinselves from unwanied wives or cven mothers-in-law38,
Marriages, it appears, did not offer enough proteciion 1o wonien, Muny of them ended up

in various types of forced lubor for failing to pay tixes.

II}. Wamen and Forced Labor (1920s-mid 194is)

Forced labor was the penalty that tax-defaulters, men and women alike, had to
face. Native Labor Codes of 1899, 1911, and 1914 were ull unanimous in defending the
use of forced lubor for those who failed to pay tuxes3?. Even the new Labor Code of
1928, which was drawn up 1o eliminale abuscs criticized by the Society of Mations in
192678, such as the use of forced labor especially in private enterprises, did not rule out
the use of forced labor for ail tax defaulters, who were officially considered vagrants. The
district authorities, from the governor down 10 the chefes do posto, had the right to use
correctional forced labor if public need required i1, ai times of natural disasters, or to
provide urgently needed public services, such as rouds, hospitals or bridges?9.

In harmony with the Native Labor Code minty men and women who failed to pay

their raxes were sent to forced public works. In Mecublri. for instance, in the early 1930s

36 Relatdriu de Chinga, p. 248,

37 For more on this issue see Silvs Cunha, H sonin I al. 2* Edigio.
Agéncia Geral do Ulramar. Lisboa 1954 In lhwry wWome. gllicrly inen over 60 yeurs old und children
below 14 years ¢ld were exempt irom forced labor. In practice huwever unty elderly people were free,

38 See"Repor un Employment of Native Fabor in Porugucse Advica”, by Edward Alsworth Ross,
Professor of Sociolugy. University of Wisconsin. New Yark 1925,

39 wail, L & L. Whie, ;. [Londun: Heinemann, 1980] p. 252,
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women were massively compelled to build roads by the then administrator José de
Castrod?. As a group of peasants from Mecubibri recalled:

In those days there was no gender discrimipation for road construction. Both men

and women had to buill roads. Women lromy Milkna area had 1o built by

themselves and under a supervision ol a cvpai 2 bridge called Phataris!,
The nickname "Phatari’ is from the e-Makua ‘phatars okhwid’, which meuns ‘7 would rather
di¢’. Violence, harsh labor conditions al the consiruction site, and occasionally sexual
abuses were 50 daunting that some women, as my informants maintained, would prefer
death to being sent into the construction of bridges.

‘ Press-panged women were forced to perform the same kind of tasks as men did.

As in the case of Phatari bridge. women teams without a single man, except the cypai,
were coerced (o cut tree trunks. to carry them onto the construction site, and ultimately to
build the bridge. This was considered hy the Mukuu{ an extreme punishment. Cutting trees
with axes and machetes was traditionally considered a man's job. Carrying heavy trunks
was equally harsh for the women. As another peasant recalled,

women after cutting and preparing the frunk. they tied it with ropes. Then in each

side of the trunk five wnmen were placed. wid subsequently they puiled it into the

river..i.e. to the constructicn site 42

While serving their sentence, women slept in makeshift shanties, recounted the
peasants | interviewed. Some of these women were subject to sexual abuses by the cypai.
It was common. lhey claimed. to sce un overscer or cypai sleeping with one of the
women. Despite the circumstances in which these wgmen were forced to engage in
unrwanted sexual inlercourses. thase wha spenl the night with eypai were seemingly the

lucky ones. Whenever a new cluster of sentenced women arrived. the cypai would select

40 Retatério - Pinte Corréa: 17,

1 Group interview with Matias Mbara et ab.. Posto Adminisirtivo de Miliana, distrito de Mecubiri.
Oct. 12, 1993,

42, Group inlerview with Mutins Mhbora el o,
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one of them. Thrbughout ihe period of sentence, which was a 1wcck. that woman would
sleep with the cypai. "She was the most darling. Instead of wérking on the construction
site, her task was to fetch and boil water, and cook for the cypai.""‘-‘

Mecuburi was not the only circumscription were WOmerji were compelled to labor
in public works. Well documented cases of violence inflicted to women come also from
administrative posts of Corrane and ltocuto. Single. divorced aind widowed women who
failed to pay their taxes were sent by the local administrators t(!) collective forced cotton
cultivation, For instance, in 1934, Deodoro Cruz, a chefe de posto in Corrane, gathered
200 single women and forced them to grow cotton under the surveillance of cypais
(policias auxiliaresY*?. While sleeping in huge shanties, these}women received a daily
food ration which barely satiated them. After the harvesl.‘ the cotton was sold to
Sociedade Luso-Luxemburguesa, based at Namiato. The chefe <;le pasto used part of this
money to pay these women's taxes, and the other part was rcpor!tedly used for clothes for
the women and their chilaren.'

Coercing women tc work in public works affected lht;a core of Makua modus
vivendi. Since public works fit into the category of non-don{estic sphere, compelling
men to forced labor was still tolerable. Even local traditional chiefs who collaborated
with the colonial administration in the procurcment of Jabor for road and railroad
construction, found forcing women to work in public works outrﬁgeous arid inacceptable.
Dissenting chiels, especially those who refused to collaborate with the administrator in
this matter. were sent into exile*3, The replacement of José de (ifaslm by Mendes Gil in
Mecubiiri in the mid 1930s provoked a wive of joy among both the traditional chiefs and

their subjects.  Pinto Corréa. a high Native Affairs officer. who visited Mecubiri shortly

43 Gruup interview with Mitias Mbara et al.,

4 AHM. “Relatdrio de Uma lnspecgio s Circunserigies do Disirito de Mogambique (1936-1937)",Vol.

11, pp.49-50. i
|

45, Relatorio - Pinta Corréa 17, ‘
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after the replacement of José de Castro. commented, "All that regime of terror and
despotism disappeared with ‘lhc coming of the new adnanisisos whuo Jeaves the women
in peace in their huis..."9,

This was rather a short lived euphoria.  As long as all-weather roads did not exist
the use of compelled labor wauld continue.  Shoruly thereafter an adinistentor of the
Mecuburi's neighboring circumscription of Meconta, wouid jot in his diary, "Roads and
bridges are indeed a constant agony for the natives”. During the rainy season when roads
and bridges collapse, "crowds of people are scnl to fill up holes, to rebuilt earth
embankments, to fix pontoons...". However, soon thereafler o torrent of rain water was
enough to tremble down all rebuilt pontoons, and o ruin all sandy roads. In such a
situation, as the administrator laconically put it. "I had to utilize men, women, and
teenage boys in order 1o make the roads passable™47

In the early 19405 complaints multiplied from within the cotonial stale against the
utilization of female labor in road construction¥. ln.lhe attempt 1o siop the frequent
resort 1o female labor for road and bridge constructions a new ordinunce was enacted in
1942. This was the Regulamente da Contribuigio Bracul (Maoual Contribution
Ordinance). Under this enactment all maic natives  the ages between 18 and 55 years
were "subject 1o manual contribution ren.h:emul;lc, in public works of collective
interest*5, Thus, under the supervision of local adminisication ail able-bodied men were
expected to work in public works five days a year on roads classified as third category

thut were not farther than 20 kilometers from their villages. As a coloniul officer asserted

4 Relatdeio - Pinto Corréa:d7

a7, AN, “Didrin de Servige do administrador Ja Circunserigiio de Meconta, Leite Pinhiciro, (260130)",
Politica Indigena. Pasta 66. '

A HM. Secgio Reserva. [nspeegio dos Servigus Adnunistrativos ¢ dos Negoécios Indigenas
"Reladrio € Ducumenios Referentes it Inspecqdo Ordindria ieitna Provincia Jo Niassa i° pane” [nspeciar
Adminisirativo, Capitdo Carles Henrigue Jones da Sih‘cil‘.:l. 1943 CaYs.

. Portaria n°4963, Boletim Oficial de Mogamivique n°SL de 26 de Dezembin de 1942,
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!
in 1943, the number of women coerced 10 work on roud cnnslr&ucliun for failing to pay
taxes had dramatically decreased. However, he acknowledged llfa! in Posto de Lunga, in
the circumscription of Mossuril. women were still being cocrcc‘[ hy native authorities to
work on the reads in the cover of the night, in order to mukc}il hagder to find out. In
addition, he asserted, "1 saw by myself women in Posto de Lumbo cleaning grass around -
the residence of chefe de posto in remission of their imposto-bragal 50,

Mossuril was not the only place were women were still !being forced to work on
roads. As the expansion of roads and railway progressed inlo& the hinterland, settlers’
plantations and cash crop production (this is the case of forced ccélmn cultivation imposed
in 1938) were also extended intﬁ the interior. And they required ian increasing amount of
labor. The bulk of men were either compelled or sought 'volumajrily' jobs for cash. Many
migrated from their villages to the plantations. railroad. road construction and other
places for a period of three 1o six months. As a result, the nulmber of men in remote
"backwater’ regions shrank. During the rainy‘ season. the chefesi de posto resorted more
frequently to contribuigdo bragal labor for local and feeder rloads classified as third
category roadsS!. Notwithstanding the Contribuicdo Bragal Olrdinance stating clearly
that only male labor was to be used, for the dearth of labor cspc;inlly during the critical
rainy season. when many roa.ds (in 1943 third category roads ctl}nsliluled cc. 40 percent

of all Nampula's roads)5? ruined and bridges colfapsed. local chefe-s de posto and

administrators would harness men and women alike.

50 AH.M.. Secgio Reserva. Inspecgdo dos Servigos Administralivos e dos Ncgocms I!ndfgenas
"Relatdrio e Documentos Referentes b Inspecgdo Ordingria feita na Provincia du Niassa [* parte” Tnspector
Adminisirative. Capitdo Carlos Hennquc Jones do Silveira. 1943 Cx. 9§, p.4n, |

5t Rouds were :ILCDI'dII'Ig to their importance and state classificd into three caiepories. Roads classified as
first and second categorics were under the responsihilty of the siate Board for Roads. And the the third
category roads were under the responsibility of Tocal abminisirations. For the fgrmer. in theory all workers
had to be paidi for their labor. whereas Tor the laner hcal adiministrations relied lon peasants, Prior to the
Contribuigio bragad ardimitnee. laborers an the so called 3nd category roads were tax-defaulers and other
sentenced peaple.

52 By 1943 in Nampula theee were 1001 kmis of first etass roads. and 1,915 kma of second class, Both
were under the rt:\pumuhlhlv ol the Road Board, which wis wt supposed to use unpaid labor for both
construction and maintenance. Roads classified as being of third caiegory lulnllzed 1. 737 kms. These later
were under the respunsibility of local sdministartions. which relied on both senterced workers and

' i
3 . |
|
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Oral testimonies from different parts of Nampula provinee are unanimous in
depicting the horror inflicted onto women on road constiucton. |l Murrupula, for
exampie, recollections from local elderdly women we plenty of herrilying scenes on the
construction of roads.  Teniha Paissuana | from Chinga, vividly cecalled that roughly in
the late 1940s the cypais

came repeatedly to my village looking Jor iny husband. Becuuse they did not find

him, they decided to arvest me. | was then sent 1o the construction of a bridge over

the Nadjiud river. There | had to carry stones, wood, tree trunks... | was there

three months. I saw two women dying for exhaustion3. )
The above testimony suggests thal women in the lute 1940 were stitl subject to forced
labor for failing to pay taxes. Harsh sentences like the one told by Paissuana might have
in fact subsided after the World War II.  But live days 10 a week of forced labor in public
works were still very common. As a group of rural workers from lapala recalled, "there
was a time when women were compelied ta work on roads. They had to work at least a
week, leaving behind their cotton fields."34

The impact of the improvement of fand iranspont on the daily lives of women was
well underway even before its construction was completed. Both r:lJilway and roads had
eased the expansion of colonial administration into the hinterland. The subsequent tax
obligation as well as the expansion of the settler economy accompanied by the increasing
demand for labor all affected the core of the Makua household. The traditional division of

labor and balunce of power within the Mukua Cunily had also been deeply affected.

contribuigdo brayal Yabor, Fur figures sce Anwirio de Lourengo Marques. Manual de inforimagoes da
Cidade e Punto de Lourengo Masques ¢ Restantes ihsiriis da Colénia de Mogambique. 32° edigio.
Tipografia A.W. Bayly & C{. LTD. Lourengo Murques, 1946.pp.792-793.

53 Ioint interview with Teniha Paissuana, Saculana Nalussare. Luiso Mwanamulbele and Amina Muita,
Murrupula, Bairo de Acomnodagia Ja Populagio de Chinga. October 18, 1993,

54 Joint interview Malihegue Mussera, Rojeque Vabeque asd Araibe Nikhalava, Régulo Muruaa, [apala.
June 6, 1993 *



IV. Women and the new opportunitics hzaught in by modcrnl land transport.

We have seen in the previous scclions how the expansion of modern land

transport helped to consolidate colonial scttlement in the hinterlind, how the subsequent
imposition of taxes affected the core of the Makva household. 1 righlighlcd the coercive
extraction of labor as one of the most ominous social costs associated with the expansion
of these modern means of transportation. As the cornerstone of all colonial economic
policies, transportation fundamentally changed the context in wi1ich African household
and kinship relations functioned. In this section I will therefore eoncenlmte my attention
on how the labor recruitment for rail and road construction as wcljl as the subsequent cash
crop production affected women and household relationships. ‘

Although women's direct and physical involvement in Iﬁe building of rails and
roads was marginal if compared to men's. it is undeniable that women were instrumental
in the whole process. Even women who had.not been phy,ﬁically involved in the
construction of roads were direcily affected by the seizure of lh#ir husbands, Women's
contribution to the maintenance and reproduction of male labor fo}ce was crucial.

Correctional forced laborers and cantribunigio bragal wﬁrkers did not have the
right for food at the workplace. Their relatives, mostly their wives, left behind had the
responsibility of sending or personally supplying the men with f;ood. Depending on the
distance from their villages to the worksite women would bring food everyday or once a
week. In fact, women coped differently with this situation. |

Whenever her husband was captured for public works Tcnihu Paissuana from
Iapala. would throughout the day cultivate her land. do some dO!T;lCSIiC chores, and every

evening would fake fowd 1o her husband an the workplace. I-Iowcv}cr. when the workplace

Chilundo 23
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was far away from her village33, journeys hack il tonl becane lieradly o nightmare. In
such circumstances,

... Ltouk raw food, pots, sieves und many other appliances needed for cooking

and I weni to the vicinities of my husbund's work place. Onge there [ would

randomly ask in the neighborhood uny local hausehold whether T could spend

there few days cooking for my husbund whu had been captured for road or bridge

work36,
As long as the provisions tasted, Paissuana continued in 1hat household cooking and
feeding ber husband. These trips and sojourns wl the neighborhood of her husband's
workplace had a very devastating effect for the Family. Nearly everything left behind
stopped.  Because most of the conscriptions occurred in the rainy season, during the
week while she was attending her husband, the shrubs in the cotton fields grew fast. Asa
result, she and many women in her position "were harshly beaten by the cotton
overseers”S7,

Ms. Mukunakuna, also from Lapala, was one of the two wives of the same man.
Unlike the traditional practice among the Mukua. according to “‘rhich co-wives never live
in the same village, both wives were sharing the same houscholdS®. Both worked in the
same field, and helped each other in the domeslic chores. When their husband was
captured for yoad and bridge Eonslrucliun. the uull‘uburu[iqh between the two co-wives
became still more critical. Because their hushand did not ave enough food at the
consteuction site. one of them had to go 1o the compound where the husband was siaying

to bring him food.

35, Even assuming that coloniat officers strictly respected the law. peasants warking tor bragal tax could be
sent as tur as 20 kilometers away from their villages, Some women had 10 walk everyday some 40
kilumeters just to feed their male seltives.

ssare. Luiss Mwanamulele and Amina Muila,
a October 18, 1993,

36, Juint interview with Tentha Paissuana, Saculana
Murmupula, Bairro de Acomodagde da Populagde de Chir

57 1bia.

M Coresidence of co-wives. o strange phenomenom wyony the Makaa, might bave occured as one of
coping stralegicy of women while their husbiand wis abacns in the inigean labor.
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Even in the absence of their husbinds, womcen continued al unabated rate to
cultivate the land. At the beginning Ihe sbsence of their hushands was felt at all levels.
They were deprived of a man who could help them with heavy {rnsks in the field, but later
whenever they felt overwhelmed by the work in the ficlds they ;hrcwcd otfiecka (local beer
made of millet) and invited friends from the village to help them®. Despite their hard
work in the field where they prodﬁc:d several crops, it was verj hard to sell them for cash
because of the absence of stores in the vicinity. Only wheni her husband came back
would he go to Ribdue, where he bartered beans and peanuts for clothing. 1f he did not
bring enough money for taxes, it was also in Ribiué where he sold crops produced by his
wives for cash.

The coming of the railway and the subsequent eslablish?rncnt of cantinas (stores)
in the Iapala rail station in the early 1940s helped to modify ll'ju: dynamics of household
economics in this regién. These rural stores helped 1o inc;arporale more and more
peasants’ communities int;J the per.iphery of the world comm;odily market. They alse
meant new opportunities for local ruraf women who previously !did not have direct access
to cash and commodity market. I

Peasant households which were formerly closed imo their rural economy cycle,
were transformed into either ca-sh—cropping producers or both cash-cropping producers
and labor-export units. Mukunakuna family was a typicdl example of the latter
household type. While her husband continued working on roads as a road-mender up to
his prematuse death from an iflness, reportedly coniracted at the workplace, Ms.

Mukunakuna and her co-wife conlinued producing cush crops. After the establishment of

cantinas in lapala, as Mukupakuna recalls. women could on their own, i.e. without

39 foint interview with Teniha Paissuana. Suculana Nahassare, Luisa Muaarmulele and Amina Multa;
Toint interview with Mukumikunm and Eihako Viease, lapada, June 6, 1993 linterview with Mukhalelia

Mukoa. from Malema, htne 6. 1993; Joint interview Nikahoro Phakala and Huoisa Iodo, Tspala, June 5,
1993, .
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waiting for the return of their husband. 2o wihe rmm'r.m with ither heans ar peanuts and
barter them for sugar, sall und other commoditics.

As the expansion of both ralroud and rowd transpost progressed. the hinterland
became increasingly 1aped into world commadity market. Portuguese officials, who had
all along believed lhalllhc expansion of eflicient mades of tr‘unsport would avtomatically
boost the cotton outpat, in the early 1930s sturted regarding Jorce as an inducement 10
cultivate this staplef0. As mentioned carlicr, in the circumscription of Meconta,
specifically in adminissrative posts of Corrane und liocuie, scores of single, divorced and
widowed women were coerced to cultivate collon in state owned cxperimental cotton

fields®). A family-based system of forced cotton cultivation was introduced in 193862,

%0 Ap experimental forzed scheme of cotlon cuhivation had been initiated i in Mng,ovoids as early as
1923.{See José Tamres, "A Agricultura no Disirito de Mugawnbique”, in Bol i
Coldnia de Mocambique, (1932), p.74.] However, orly in the eurly 1930s the culonial administartion tried
10 supervise and control experimental colton plantations.|See AHM. "Relatdrio de Uma Inspecgio is
Circunscrigdes do Disuriio de Mogamibigue (1936-19371".Vol. 11, op.cit.]| The system of forced cotton
cuitivation by individual peasanis househulds became a state policy in 1938

61 AHM, "Relalério de Uma Inspecgdo is Circunscrigdes Jo Distrito de Mogambique (1936-1937)" Vol.
11, pelo Inspector adminisirativo A.Pinto Corréa. Inspeciio dos Servigos Administrativos e dos Negécios
Indigenas. Lourengo Marques, 5 de Abril de 1938.p, 73, The inpector was referring to the Deodoro da Cruz
diary. The resort 10 women instead of men for labor in these experimental colon plamations might be
partially explained by the prevailing notion that women were inore docile, and therefore less likely to resist
and easier to control. Although there is no evidence suggesting that these women had ever tried to resist o
be sent into that forced tabor. it dnes not mean thal they were not unhappy with the situation. They had
forcibly leaft behind their children, their homes. their own lields in onder 1w produce coltan for the
administration. To show their grief and repugnance to the envied cotton. women night have resoried to a
silent and subtie way of protesi. In 1935, shunly ilier the conon harvest in Augus). more than a wn of
cotton stored in a wharehouse near a women's shunty was devouwred by fire. A guestion femiins
unansewared: "Wasn't this fire a women's form of silenl proaest against this rughless conon plantation which
destroyed the very core of their daily lives? 1 i though more proue 10 speculate that the fire was rather an
arson 10 an accident. Famities were torn apart because ol these exprimentd cotion plantations, and the
victims did virtoally cecieve nothing. but the cemission of their taxes.

62 Allen Isaacman has extensively studied the social history of lorced cultivation in Mozambique. See
Eorced Cotton: The Mothes of Puveny |forthcoming], see alse Issacman ¢t al. "Culien as the Maotor of
Puveny Pens.lrll Resmam.e to fﬂrucd Coutun Praductiun in Mw.nnhlque 1938-1961." The International
§ 3 SR1-615. VB0 AL Baacanan. “The Muozinbhan Cottan
Cuooperative; The Creatjon of Grassroots Allernative w Forced Commndity Production,” Africap Siudies
Review 25/2/3: 5-25. 1942: C'Im.lx Rural Didlerentition and Peasani Protesi: The Mozambican
Forced Couton Regime, 1938- I'J(nl 0 Economic Histary 140 15-57. 1985 “Peasants, Work
and the Labor Process: Forced Cotton Cultivitivn in Colomial Muzambique 1938- 19617, 1991
(Unpublished papery; and “Chiets, Rural Dilerentiaion ad Peasant Prowst: The Mugimbican Forced
Conon Regime . Afgicap Egonenpe History, 14 089830 and Baaacan, Allen and Ardindo Chilusd:

“Peasunts at Work: Forced Coton Cultivation in Nanhera Mozambigue 193%-1961". paper presemed at
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Cotton was a staple that had to be cultivaicd by both men and women. While a couple
had ta cultivate a hectare, single women. ivorcees. widows, and nther than the first wife
had to cultivate a half hectare. However violent nr!d disruplive 4I|ic cotton scheme was, i(‘
changed the dynamics of household economics und sucial rcl;uioﬁs. The staple cnabled
certain women 10 pay taxes. i

For instance, in Lalaua prior to the introduction of cotton, local peasants were
wrestling with how to pay their taxes. Many, in arder to sell theirproducts, had to march
all the way up to Meconta, or Aeven’ up to Memba where they so;ld certain products for
cash. The nember of tax-defaulters used to be very high. with cotton the number of
definquents, especially women significantly decreased. As a colonial officer vowed,
"Some of them are now coming to pay two (o three behindhand laxes"63,

Because of the improvement of road transpori, cotton coul‘d be sold in a seasonal
market opened for the sole purpose of purchasing this staple. The lack of stores in this
case was not a constraint. Unlike peanﬁls. beans. corn and other products that could only
be sold in stores, colton was salable in the annual seasonal market. Cotton, though a
forced crop, 'relieved' peasants, espcciully waomen from the perpetual cycle of
delinquency for failing to pay taxes.

In the early days of 1he cotton cultivation, hawever, the nun!lber of defauvlt women
was still very high. Cases of women with at least five delaycd mxcsi were common™, This
involuntary delinquency made them vulnerable to frequent ‘social and physical

harassment by cypais. cotton overseers and local chiefs. However. us the time wore on

women learned many ways af coping with this vew situation. Cattpn und other cash that

the workshop “Peasants. Wark and Power: Towned a Social Histary of Cotion™ (University of Minnesota,
May 21-24. 1992
i

63 AHM. “Refatériode Ui Inspecgio hs Circimserigoes do Distrite de Moganbique (1936-1937)", Val.
1. apeit. p. 123,

& ihid. . |
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couid be sold in rurak stores established aficr the opeaing of l'(l;lti}% and the expunsion of
motor vehicles crops gave women certain financal autonoiny.

For example, Ethako Virune, (rom lapala was adamant w underscore that
because she worked on the cotlon fields in the absence of her hushind she had the right ©w
keep the money. If she needed anything while her husband was still away, she would ask

somebody ta go to the cantina because,

1 was scared. I could not dare on my own go to the store. However, in mast of the
cases, | would keep the money waiting for my husband. Then, when he came back
from the contract - he was a carpenter - he brought some money with him. We
would then count his and my money. Then, [ kept all the money safely. After
paying laxes, we both went shopping. We would buy some clothing and other
things we needed home, like hoes and axes65.

Although Ms. Virane could not go on her own shopping, she gradually learned that her
labor could contribute significantly not just 1o raise children or to feed her family, but
also to acquire cash for taxes and clolhing'. This graduad attsinment of the awareness that
her work was worth more than feeding her fumily, significantly heiped to change in her
favor the balance of power within the houschold. The absolute dependence upon her
husband had somewhat diminished. As Mukhalclia Mukoa. a spouse of a former cypai in
Muiema, put it, when she started acquiring cash on her own "my husband learned to

respect me more*66.

Luisa Jodo, also [rom lapala, told her story rather in a diflcrent way. When her ‘
husband was home, she would never go 1o canting to sell beans without 1elling him.
When "we .nccdcd some sall 1 would just tell im. that we need to scll some beans for
salt". However, when her husband was gonc for i three 1o six-month contract. she would

never wleraie any deprivation. As she pointed out,

85 Juint interview with Mukunakuna and Kthaku Ve, Lapala. Junc &, 1993,

o6 Interview with Muklalelia Mukoa, Malema, fune 6, 1993,
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[In the long abscnce of her husband] 4 woman became |mhgnanl "My husband is
not here, and I'm suifering. 1 produced on my own [crnpxl but | dun't have salt!
The woman then would take paet of ber beans and would :.;.II it for sall in
lapala.s? :

It is cvident that women over time staried gaining the perception of cectain autonomy.
|
|

"Why should a woman who produces crops on her own suffer, when she could goto a
I

store and buy whatever she wanted?” At stake was the control of resources and decision-

making within the houschold. 1

It has been argued that the coming of modern land I‘:ransport deepened the

exploitation of peasantsss. However in the course of time it hélped women to lessen
|

certain burdens. They could, though with some constraints. acquire cash for their own

taxcs or even help their hushands to pay their taxeses. WDmcl;I'S contribution to the

household income became more crucial. Women could easily1 free themselves from

unwanted marriages, without the fear of failing on their own to pn¥ taxes or to buy decent

capulana.

Disputes over household incomes sometimes led to divorces. As Vachaneque
Othako pointed out, a man while in the contract labor. in a pfamati(i)n or in the railroad, he
expected his wife to cultivate the land and produce some foodstiffs and other crops. If
she failed to work in the machamba, the man could ask for divo{ce. Simiiarly. women

expected some help from theif husbands especially in clearing the land or in other heavy

domestic tasks. If a man faited to fulfil his obligations. namely pay axes und buy clothing

for his wife and children, his wife would simplv divorce him. Shcj: could go to a régulo
oo
and complain about her 'Tazy" husband: \

67 Jointinterview Nikakare Phakala and Luisa Jodo. lapala, June §, 1993

68, L. Vail . “Railway Development and Colonial Underdevelopment: The Ny.l'-:ll:llld Case”. pp. 365-395
in R. Palmer and N. Parsons, (cds.) The Roots of Rural Poveny in Ce
University of Cilifornia Press. Berkeley and Log Anseles. 1977, pp. ‘"ﬁ-"-ﬁ Vlckcry Kennelh P..
Black and White in Sombern Zowbia: The Tonga Mieay, Econumy an British ]
1939 Greenwood Press iNew York, Wesiport, Cannecticut . London), |1J86|

6% Sce interview with Luisa Jodo, -
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“My husband does not help me. L understnd that he works §in the contract labor],
but he should help me. (oo, So. | preler o divoree™. And the régule would simply
say "You have got the right 1o divoree hins, because be could bedp you when he
returns from the contract."7o

I have argued earlier that n the early days ol the colonial administration, Lraditional
relationships between men and women had been deeply ultecied, by both forced labor
and taxes. As [ pointed out earlier, male dominated long-distance trude during Lthe pre-
colonial and early colonial periods had a very detrimental Fl'icm on women, As a result,
even salt, an important seasoning, was controlled by men. However, the expansion of
modern means of transport und with them the wade newwork into the hiniertand lessened
in many ways men’s predominance. The expansion of stores brought to women more
opportunities 10 recover their dignity and pride71. The sense of sharing as equals the
household space as an economic unit was cuhanced by the possibility that women could
acquire cash by sélling part of their agriculiural products.

Despite these new opporiunities waen were. still far from challenging the
traditional rooted notion of marriage which stressed men's power over the women. The
latter contented themselves with panial and relative amonomy, for most of married
women did not dare to atiempt to claim 1he control of cash in the household. Husband's
conirol of his wife's money meant in the eyes of the Makui mon caring for her wife. As a
male rurn.l railroud worker put il,‘ “If a man relused to control his wite's money, this meant
that he was nol anymore interesied in her"72, Despie the cvidence that in many cases

women were able to acquire more cash than men did in the contract tabor, married

70 Interview with Vachaneque Othako. Lipula. June -1, 19423

T Juoint imerview with Teniba Paissuama. Saculina Nahassare, Luiss Mawanamalele and Amnina Muita;
loint inerview with Mukunakum and Eihako Vivie, Bigala, June 0. 19930 luierview with Mukbalelia

Mukaa. Irom Malema, June 6. 1993, Joint inervicw Nikakoro Fhokala and Luisa Jodo. Japala, June 5,

1993,

72 Interview with Vachaneque Othako, lapada, June 4. 1993,
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i

|
women werc aften socially compelled 1o "veluntarily' give up {he control and decision-
making within the houschnld?a. Any atlempt to challenge the masculine authority within

|
the houschold could put the marriage in jeopardy. As Luisa Joi pul it

How could T restratn myself from telling him what | had ‘Pnughl while he was
absent and from handing over (o him the remainder of the money, when he came
back from the contract? Mutthu kanaithele! Kiwirave palyi, mwamuteiteimihanavo
vate. (A person cannot marry to himself. We respected edeh other)7a

|
Respect and dignity it is what many women 1 talked with rcpénledly stressed. Most of
them were unanimous in making the point that men respecied more their wives when
women's cash contribution to the household was substantial7s. i

The empowerment of rural women through the expunsfon of cash crops helped
also to destroy the myth that matrilineal societies were a him?rance to rural capitalist

development. Rita-Ferreira writing on the matrilineal Chewa in central Mozambique has

emphatically stressed the stifling effect of the matrilineality upon the expansion of
. ‘ !

cash crops. A man as a ‘stranger” in his wifc's village, he argued. was naturally reluctant
to invest cfforts and money towurds the improvement of the land allocated to his family.
He was seemingly deterred by the fear that sooner or laier he \Evnuld be called upon to
leave the land behind’6. It was felt. according to Chanock, that matrilineal system “was a
part and parcel of backwardness, as a man apparently had no ijncemive to improve his

land, *over which he had tenuocus and transitory tenure and no prospect of handing it on to

3. [nterview with Murinvona Mpemo, from Gilg. Conducted in Namipula, iuly. 1991: Group interview
with Paule Jusé. Manuel Pacheleque. Lwanyeka Nvole and José Pachcul. Nampula July 10, 1991-
Conducted by A. Isancman, :

74 Joimt interview Nikakoro Phakala and Luisa Jodu, Tapala. June 5, 1993,

75, Joint interview with Teniha Paissuana. Saculana Nahassare, Luisa Mwanamulele and Amina Muita:
Joint interview with Mukunakuna and Ethake Vieane. Lipala, June 6. 1993: Inteevicw with Mukhalelia

Mukoa, from Malea. fune 6, 1993 Joint interview Nikakuro Phakata and Lofsa Jofie. lapala, June §,
1993,

T, AL Rita-Fereeira, O Chewan da Macanga. lnstinao e Investigagdo Cientifica de Mogambiyue,
1966, p.t57. .
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his son.""77  However, the role pluyed by women in agricultore in northern provinee of
Nampula shows that they were (the ones who became e main producers ol cash erops.

It is true that after the imposition of forced cotton cultivation, in areas like the
hinterland of Nampula with less demand lor lsbor by the incipienat capitalist enerprises,
boih men and women were compelled 1o grow cotton. 1 is equally undeniable that this
policy affected the traditional gendered division of lubor. In pre-cotlon period, al}
agricultural tasks but tree-felling and clewring of the fields were considered women's
tasks. However, from then on an increasing number of men were coerced to work side
by side with their wives. Forcing men and women to produce cotton did not in fact meant
that both worked together in all phases of agriculiural cycle, as the cotton scheme
planners hoped and wished. [In many ways. at the household level the recourse (o
traditional division of labor did not subsidc. On 1he contrary, the imposition of forced
cotlon cultivation in practice deepened women's and chifdren's exploilation by both men
and the concessionaire companies. For example. a Governor General observed in the
early 1940s that men in their attempt to pay taxes relied more and more on the labor of
their wives and children. As he put it ,

Agriculture is, in the most of the tribes of the Calony, considered a women's task.

Only some violent tasks like tree-fetling are performed by men... while women

work on the fields (machamba), the former ook advantage of the latier to pay
their own taxes. Thus, men (with their tuxes always pdld) were not compelled to

seck wage lubor, 78

The expansion of iransportation intrastructures helped in many ways the spread of
concessionary companies, and plantations in the early 1940s. The expansion of these
economic activities increased the shortage of male labor within roral households. The
absence of much male lubor power wus 10 have importam consequences on the

. Murlm Chanmk Ayu.uhuml (,h.my: .md Cummum in Maluwi™. in in R. Pabmer and N. Parsons.
(eds.) v, University of California Press, Berkeley

und Los Angeles. 1977. p. 104,

78 José Tristdo de Bettencnurt. Relasrio du Governadur Geral de Mughiyue, (20 Je Margo de 1940
31 de Dezembro de 1942), Agéncia Geral das Cokinias. Vol iE (1945), p.78 and 79
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agriculture, As Van den Berg, studying the effect of migrant lubor vn the agriculture in
southern Mozambique. painted out: "more labar intensive urjnps. which were better
adapted to the climate. were replaced by less labor intensive but climaticalty less well-

adapted crops. [such as mnizc].w |
Conclusion:

Evidence suggesis that overall the coming of railwa;ys and improved road
transport deepened the exploitation of women. But at the same time it broadened the
range of coping opportunitics, \_Vomcn could, though with %iome difficulties, cope
without having to be married. In the pre-colonial and early coloﬁial period marriage was
often seen as the most efficient coping strategy.  As the opportimilies multiplied in the
countryside continuing in a marriage became more optional. Women were not anymore
forced to engage in unwanted marriages in the sc.arch for protcc;liun. Economic reasons
became less and less a factor that could coerce women into an undesirable relationship.
Single, divorced and widowed women could pay their own taxes. They could buy their
own cloth, |

One of the important effects of the expansion of these new economic
opportunities was the strenghtening of the matrilineality. Tn lhé pre-colonial and early
colonial period, as I argeed above. men had attempted to seize all icconomic opportunities
that could help them 1o control women. Taxation and the luck c:!lsh opportunities in the
first decades of colonialism had the effect of weakening womcl‘n'.s' position within the
household. However, the expansion of modern land (ransport unid of cash opportunities
into remote rural areas conlribuled greatly 1o retard the erosion of the matrilineality.

|
Nolwithstanding 1he changes in ceonomic roles p|:l_\“td by women, their

™. van den ikr“ JL”( A Peasant Inrm nt Production; Wage-lependent ."\--muilun. in Southerm
Maozambigue™, { an Studips, 21 (3), 19K7:375
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political/domestic roles within villages had not changed signilicandy in the course of
time and as a result of external influcnce™. One should nat lorget il most of changes
among the Makua were 4 result of colonial policies ol social eagineering. Foreed lubar in
roads and railroads, forced cotton cultivation are blunt exumples of how exogenous
economic and sociad forces affecied und (o o certain degree changed and shaped the

relationships between men and women in the Mukuu household.

80 Similur accounts come Irom the Avatime of Ghinonlor more on ihis issue see Lynne Brydon,
"Wumcn n Ihl: F .muly Cultur.xl (_h.mt_‘. n A\v.llllm Giligna, THORB0™, in evelopingenl i Jinge:
i Policy i Abvica, Fds Jane | Guyer and Pauline .

l'eler:. (Vol. 13, Nu, 2, Apnl 1987 p. "63



