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Front Piece 

 

Where the People Thirst: 

The ocean. The great river. The lagoon. 

The creeks. The swamps. The blue and black waters. 

Still they thirst. Water wetting them all, knee- 

High at doorsteps, waist-high in flooded streets. 

Still they thirst.  On the bank of the river. 

On the beach where the sea, angry beyond words, 

coils its tongue and spits at their burnt faces. 

They thirst. In the deluge that stitches nights and days 

End to end with giant needles of rain. 

They stick out their tongues crying for water. 

As they thirst. Congregating round leaking 

pipes for a cupful. Like Tuaregs shaking 

dewdrops into a craked mug. They thirst. 

By the ocean! By the river! By the Lagoon! 

 

Another hymn of hope rings a bell in street 

corners, its score written on khaki and banknotes. 

Today, another hymn makes melody 

with a people’s thirst for water and light. 

An old song that despaired before the singers 

had cleared their throats finds a new tune 

ii 



and draws dancing troupes to playgrounds,        

hoping to remember the lost habit 

of communal feasts and laughter treading 

the dust. Big drums silenced by the rattle 

of guns will out from the mourning room into 

the sun to answer the drummer’s aching call. 

Today, another hymn will boast the death 

of yesterday. Even as the river thirsts. 

 

A night so long the day was a candle 

in the storm. A nightmare of a million demons! 

So let us open our trembling palms 

under the brightening sky to cup this flicker 

of dawn from the wind of nation-wreckers . 

Let us widen the arc of vision beyond 

the farthest reaches of the earth to stop 

the hand that creeps towards our treasure chest. 

At every barrack, let’s mount watch night and day 

for the green beast of power and bar him 

from the city’s gate. With a stone in one hand 

and a placard in the other, let us 

take oath to fortify the wounded city, 

to deny its glory to barbarians. 
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And remember, O dancers, the thirst 

that burnt your tongue and withered your farmstead! 

As drums drunk with joy of the sun 

promise music for an eternal bacchanal, 

remember, O dancers, the funerals 

power brought to your town and your homestead! 

Now that laughter forgetful of the terror 

that nailed yesterday to the cross of faith 

beheads trees with a thunderous echo, 

remember , O dancers, the commands 

that blocked your doors with tanks and burnt your drums! 

And as they mouth oaths of bondage to the Good 

demand this: that they be wiser in power! 

and remember: to be quicker to anger! 

(Source: Ogaga Ifowodo: in IDEA (2000) Capacity-Building Series 10) 
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Abstract 

 

This study responds to the generalization by traditional agenda setting or media 

effects studies, especially media agenda-setting hypothesis that people accept as 

important whatever the media considers to be so; and being so, have the capability 

to structure issues for its audience. Also, the thesis is uncomfortable with the 

media’s blanket use of the term ‘mass’ to refer to its audience particularly when 

considered against the background of Africa’s rurality. 

 

This study therefore is an attempt to stake out a new conceptual approach to the 

media’s agenda-setting capabilities with an emphasis on the ‘other neglected agents 

of power’, that is, this study’s proposition as ‘the established structures of 

community’ in Africa, especially rural Africa, in setting be it the media or 

‘territorial’ agenda. 

 

Using the multifaceted and predominantly qualitative methodology of histories and 

the triangular orientation of personal interviews, survey questionnaires and content 

scanning of relevant media, the thesis amongst other issues of conceptual relevance 

re-awakens the theoretical issue of ‘whose agenda is the media agenda?” and 

whether the media and its agenda setting capabilities are not an urban 

phenomenon? 
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The universality and applicability of the theory especially in Africa’s rural setting 

where language, illiteracy, poverty and the lack of access to modern media 

constitute obvious barriers is also a major concern of this study. 

 

With the above as a background, the three part (I – conceptual framing of the 

problem and relevant issues, ii – a proposition and iii – data presentation and 

research findings) study then agues, proposes and concludes that: 

 

[a] Media agenda is ‘source’ oriented as its sources quite often are identifiable and 

that, the media serves better (as against the overwhelming claim of agenda-setting) 

as a conduit or arena for contending issues, views, opinions, even sentiments; there 

is therefore no significant category of intellectual analysis called media agenda, at 

least, in Nigeria. 

 

[b] Media is urban based and centred, urban driven and even urban cultured …it is 

simply an urban phenomenon. 

 

[c] Indeed there are significant indicators that the ‘established structures of 

community’ functions and play major roles both in setting the media-agenda (where 

there is one) and in political power dynamics. 
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 [d] Media agenda is plausible but an ‘uncertain’ agenda; in Africa, especially rural 

Africa.  
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