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Abstract

This sudy aimed to investigate land tenure problems experienced by the youth of the rurd areas of Rwanda. The sudy targeted

the young men and women who have experienced severd land problems in terms of land access and ownership, in the digtrict


https://core.ac.uk/display/39664599?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1

of Kamonyi. The youth’s land tenure problems, ther nature, their causes and ther effects on youth’s lives were collected and
andysed. The study dso amed to anadlyse the National Land Policy document of 2004 by looking at three aspects namdy the
land redigtribution, group settlement, and the participation of other different government departments, dvil society and youth in
particular in the policy process in order to see how it deals with land tenure problems facing the rurd youth.

In order to collect and andyse data, this sudy used a quditative method. The use of this method was motivated by its qudity of
providing information that one can not get with a questionnaire. Moreover, the quditative method enables to collect and andyse
in-depth information on a smdler group of respondents and enables the researcher to participate in data collection.
Documentary andyd's, observation, in-depth interviews and the focus group discussion were the techniques used to gather data.

The study population was made of 20 young people who have experienced the land problems and 10 key informants.

The concept of participation, the human needs, and the resource scarcity and conflict theories framed this work. Participation
means that dl the beneficiaries of a project must be involved in the decison-making, implementation and control process of the
programme. As the concept of participation highlights that, problems of poverty among people, specificdly young people, are
solved when they are involved in planning and implementation of projects that affect thar lives, the same concept was used in
the current study to investigete whether rurd young people have been involved in the land reform process.

Youth participation should be taken into account for achieving postive development. When youth are involved in
decison-making, they experience socid judtice as full dtizens and ther problems are quickly solved. Participation should be
achieved from below whereby al members of the community participate in the decison-making on the projects that affect ther
lives In other words, developmenta projects must take into account the needs and views of beneficiaries and the latter must be

empowered in order to achieve effective results.

Many development policies fal in Africa and in Rwanda due to the lack of invaving beneficiaries or taking into account ther
views. In addition, the naturd resources mug be equadly shared by dl the ditizens without any socid inequdity, in order to avoid
intractable-conflicts. People’s basic needs should be met because where some basic needs such as water, land, education,
hedthcare, shelter are not given, conflicts arise. Where resources are not sufficient to fit with dl people in need, the properties’

ownership should be collective rather than individud.



The key findings of the study show that the ways of land access and ownership in Kamonyi are mainly, land acquisition through
inheritance, through land purchase through land gifted, and through land alocation by the government.

Y outh experience mainly the problem of landlessness due to the family land scarcity, inequdities between the dites and the poor
in terms of land ownership, the increesng number of hers snce women have been induded among hers, the problem of
polygamy and the lack of a known father. Many households have no title-deeds, some mae children and their fathers become
reluctant to recognise women’ s inheritance rights, conflicts around land boundaries between neighbours and conflicts between
children and their parents due to the lack of inheritance become endless.

The nationd Land Policy of 2004 that intends to solve dl the above land tenure problems bears contradictions related to its am
of achieving equity and equdity and productivity at the same time. While the policy intends to establish aland tenure system that
guarantees tenure security for dl Rwandans, it dso states that not every Rwandan will possess a plot of land of his own. In
addition, it states thet former refugees, professonds pastordists and farmers, and those who will be able to gpply for land
showing interest in land development will be given land through the redistribution programme, which means that those who are

not able to make a consstent gpplication for land or do not belong to former refugees familieswill not acquire land.

In addition the policy process has not been participative at large; rather it has been limited in the hands of dlites, rurd dwellers
especidly youth have not been consulted while they are familiar with land related problems. The group settlement is a good

dternative but it bears ambiguity because it is Slent on the youth’ slives and on who is accountable to build housesin villages.



Declar ation

| hereby declare that this thess is my own unaided work. It is submitted for the degree of masters of Arts (Sociology) in the

Univergty of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg. It has not been submitted before for any other degree or examindion in any

other university.

Jean de Dieu Dushimimana Date



Dedication

To my parents for their love, encouragement and support, and to those who took part in the study, giving of their time for

advice and sharing thelr experiences.

God blessyou dl.



Acknowledgement

This work would not have been possible without the advice, direction, supervision, patience and the encouragement of my
supervisor Dr Samud Kariuki. | amin debt to Professor Rwigamba Bainda and hisfamily for ther finendd and mord support.
| convey a word of appreciation to Mr Eugene Rurangwa and Mr Claude Bizimana who helped me with relevant sources for
my work. My gratitude goes to my parents who supported me finenddly and mordly during this endeavour. My
acknowledgement further goes to Mrs Gila Carter and Mrs Zodwa Mbebe for ther encouragement during this endeavour. |
would like to acknowledge the Mayor of the digtrict of Kamonyi, Mr Jack Rutsinga who helped me during data collection. In
particular, | thank Miss Bernadette Tuyisabe, for her love, encouragement, and support during this endeavour. | dso thank my

friends and colleagues, for their encouragement and mora support during this work.

Ladtly but not least, | would like to thank interviewees who accepted to give me rdlevant information. These are the rurd youth
of Kamonyi digtrict, and key informants from Haguruka and the “Consall de Concertation des Organizations Associations et

des Initigtives de Basg” (CCOAIB).

Table of Content

Ji o 1 = o P i
[B1S o = 2= 1 o] i

[D1= o (o= (o) o FHUEUEE iv



ACKNOWIEAGEMENT. .. ... e e e e e e e e v

LI o [SX0 il o0 41 0= o | PO Vi
AN ol o (=T ([6] 0 - TN iX
A O . oo X

Chapter one: Introduction

1.1. Background Information on Rwanda.............coevvveii i v 1
1.2. Aimsand Rationae of the StUdY..........oviiiiii e e, 3
1.3. RESEArC QUESHIONS. .. ...t e e e e e e e e e e e 9
1.4, Chapter OULIINE. ...t e e e e e e e e ees 10

Chapter Two: Literature Review and Theoretical Framework

2.1. Definition of CONCEPLS USB. .. ... .viieiie e e et e e e e e e e 11
2.1.1. The Concept Of “YOULN. ..o e e 11
2.0.2. Land FEFOMM. ..o e e e e e e e 12
2.2. An oveview of the higory of land tenurein Rwanda...............cccoooiiiiiiins 15
2.2.1. Land tenure system in the pre-colonial Rwanda..............c.cocvoviiiiiiiiiiiinnene 15
2.2.2. Land legidation under the colonial period. ..o e 17
2.2.3. Land Tenurein the post-colonial period..........ccoooviiiiiiiiii e 21

2.3. Chalenges Facing the Post-Independent Rwandain Terms of Land Tenure...........23

2.3.1. High Population Dendty and Land ScarCity...........cccovvviiiiiiiiie e, 23
2.3.3. Land Scarcity and ConflictS..........oviriiii e e 25
2.3.4. Gender Inequdity in Land Access and OWNership .......ovvvvveeveeiiiiiiieieeneanns 28

2.4. Review of the National Land Policy of 2004...........coviii i 29



2.5. TheoratiCal Fram@wWOorK . .. ... e e e e e e 36
2.5.0. PaltICIPAION. .. .t ettt e e et e et 36

2.5.2. Human needs and Resource scarcity and conflict theories...............coooeoviens. 39

Chapter Three: Research M ethodology

3L REACN B gN. ..o e e 41
32 SAMIPIING. et e e e e e 41
3.3. Data collection: Research TEChNIQUES. ........vvviieie e, 44
3.3.1. DOCUMENTAY ANBIYSIS. .. ...ttt et et et e et v 44
332, OBSEIVALION. .. . et e e e e e e e 45
3.3.3 Unstructured or in-depth INTEIVIEWS. ........ve e e 46
3.3.4 FOCUS QroUP TISCUSSION. .. . e et et ettt e et e e et e e ea et e e e e re e n e eneeens 47
3.4, Ethical CONSIAEIaIONS. .. ...v ettt et e e et e e 48
3.5. Limitation and SCope Of StUAY ......oouvieiiie i 49

Chapter Four: Findingsand Analysis

4.1. Demographic Features of Respondents............coovi i, 54

A.1.1. GONUEN ...ttt et e e e e e 54
g N X | PP 55
4.1.3. MaA SEBIUS. .. ..c.e et e et e e e e e e e 56



4.15. TheHOUSENOIA SIZe... ..o e e e e e e e e e e, 59

4.1.6. Thefamily land SIZ€........c.oeieiiii e e 59
4.1.7. EQUCAION IEVEIS. ... oo e 60
A.1.8. IMEINGSSELS. .. .. ettt e e e e e e 62
4.1.9. Main reSPONAENTS ASSELS. .. . .u it ittt et e e et e e 62
4.1.10. OCCUPBLION. .. .ttt et e e e et e e e e et et e et e e et e e et reenaeeenes 63
4.1.11. Yealy income of respondents families............ocovviiiiiiiii i 64

4. 2. Land tenure problems experienced by the youth of the didrict of Kamonyi... ...... 65
4.2.1. Land AcCESS AN OWNEISNID. .. ceuve ittt ettt e e e e e e aeaene 66
4.2.2. Gender ISSUESTNLANG ACCESS. .. .. .iueie ittt et et eee 69
4.2.3. Problems of Land OWNErShiP. ......oeieiee et e et e e e e 79
4.2.4. The Problem of LandlESSness. ... .cvu e it s 85
4.3. The Nationa Land Policy Of 2004..........cooiiii e 108
4.3.1. Participatory Aspects of the Nationa Land Policy of 2004.......................... 110
4.3.2. How the Nationa Land Policy Dedswith Youth’s Land Tenure Problems....... 118

Chapter Five: Concluson and Recommendations

LT 00 g o 115 o o T 140
5.2, RECOMMIENAALIONS. .. .o ettt et e e e e e e e e e e e e e, 147
Bibliography ... ... 151

Appendix



Abbreviations

ASSOFERWA:

BC.

CCOAIB:

DLA:

DLAD:

DRC:

Association des Femmes Rwandaises
Before Christ
Consall de Concertation des Organizations Associaions et des
Initigtives de Base
Department of Land Affares
Director of Land Adminigtration Development

Democratic Republic of Congo

10



GDP.

GNC:

HIV/AIDS:

MIGEPROF:

MIJESPOC:

MINALOC:

MINITERE:

MINECOFIN:

NGO:

NLP:

NYC:

PRSP

RP-

RISD:

rYICO:

STl:

ULK:

UNDP:

UNFAQC:

UNHCR:

UNR:

UNWFP:

VTC:

Growth Domegtic Product

Generd Nationd Census

Human Immunodeficiency Virus

Ministered du Genre et de la Promotion Feminine
Minigtere de la Jeunesse, Sport et Culture

Minigry of Locd Government and Socid Welfare

Minidry de Lands, Environment, Water and Naturd Resources

Minigry of Economy and Finance
Non-governmental Organization
Nationa Land Policy
Nationd Y outh Council
Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper
Rwandan Petriotic Front
Rwanda Initiative for Sustainable Deve opment
Rwanda Y outh Information Community Organization
Sexud Tranamitted Diseases
Univergte Libre de Kigdi
United Nations Development Programme
United Nations Food Agricultural Organizetion
United Nations High Commisson for Refugees
Univeriste Nationde du Rwanda
United Nations World Food Programme

Vocationd Traning Centre

11



List of Tables

Table 1

Table2:

Table 3:

Table 4:

Table5:

Table6:

Table7:

Table8:

Table S:

Gender didtribution

Age digribution

Maritd status

Adminigrative sector of origin
Household Sze digtribution
Family Sze land digtribution
Education levd of respondents
Respondents’ family assets

Respondents’ Assets

12



Table 10:

Table 11:

Table 12;

Occupation of respondents
Y early income of respondents’ families

Procedures of land acquisition

13



