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Geographical Distribution of Ane-Katoku
—The Case of Higashidori Village, Aomori Prefecture—

Takashi Maeda * Michiyo Fujita « Jun Yamamoto

Abstract

Contrary to popular opinion, primogeniture in the strict sence of the eldest son
inheriting his family's entire estate, was not the sole method of inheritance and
headship succession carried out under the traditional Japanese Family System.

There were significant variations to this general pattern be found among peasant
families throughout Japan during the Tokugawa and early Meiji periods.

In certain areas the right of inheritance and succession to the family headship
was held by the first born child regardless of sex (shoseishi sozoku). Under sho-
seishi sozoku, a female, if she happened to be the first born child, she took ux-
orilocal marrige, and received all or a major of the family property. Her younger
brother, despite being the family's oldest son was either sent to another family
as an adopted son (yoshi) or else was forced to form a branch family- (bunke).

This form was called ane katoku ("oldest sister headship") and remained in To-
hoku and northern Kanto regions until roughly the middle of the Meiji period.

In this study, we explained Ane-katoku in Higashidori village.

key words : Ane-katoku, primogeniture, family, matrilocal marrige, succession,
inheritance, Civil law.
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