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THE EUROPEAN PAEDIATRIC CLINICAL TRIALS NETWORK CONECT4CHILDREN:

ACTIVITIES OF THE BELGIUM NATIONAL NETWORK AND ITS PROGRESSION

Background/Aim

Paediatric drug development faces recurrent barriers such as fragmentation of the stakeholders and differences between research
conduct between sites and countries (1-3). Paediatric clinical trial networks have made many and unique advances over the last years
through the possibility of a pan-European network funded by the Innovative Medicines Initiative (IMI2). In Europe, the IMI2-funded
conect4children (c4c) initiative has promoted innovation and standardization within all levels of paediatric drug development (1,4).

The Belgium Paediatric Clinical Research Network (BCPRN) with its headquarters localized in Ghent, plays an essential role in these
developments being involved in most of the work packages of this pan-European network (5). Having its predecessor, the federal funded
(FWO) SAFEPEDRUG (IWT-SBO 130033) the groundwork was laid for translational research for paediatric drug development in Belgium
(3,6). One of the finalities was the establishment of a paediatric clinical trial center, connected to the adult trial department D.R.U.G. at the

University Hospital Ghent (6).
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Take Home Message
Contact

The SBO-funded SAFEPEDRUG preclinical research has evolved into a clinical setting within Eva.Degracuwe@ugent.be

the pan-European network of c4c. Over the past 3 years, substantial developments and Johan.VandeWalle@uzgent.be

progress has been made with the Belgium network activity by BPCRN. Platforms such as

c4c and I-ACT for Children are essential to achieve substantial improvement in

medicines for children in EU, the US and worldwide.

I'2 @c4c_BPCRN

'] @c4c_network

This poster was made with the support of canva and clean.png.
We do not own rights to these images.

* *ConeCt References: 1. Paediatric clinical trials | European Medicines Agency [Internet]. [cited 2021 Mar 12]. Available from:
NN * https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/human-regulatory/research-development/paediatric-medicines/paediatric-clinical-trials
"""I * | elgian 2. Turner MA, Cheng K, Wildt S, Hildebrand H, Attar S, Rossi P, et al. European research networks to facilitate drug research in
LIl . C I re n ’d UNIVERSITY OF Pediatric children. Br J Clin Pharmacol. 2020 Sep 20;bcp.14545,

3. Bruyne P De, Meesters K, Walle J Vande. SAFE-PEDRUG: A NEW STRATEGY FOR PAEDIATRIC DRUG RESEARCH. Arch Dis Child.
U N I VE RS IT E IT * COLLABORATIVE NETWORK FOR EUROPEAN
* CLINICAL TRIALS FOR CHILDREN

ey Clinical
h 2016 Jan 1;101(1):e1.29-e1.
’? €searc 4. conectdchildren is a pan-European clinical trial network [Internet]. [cited 2021 Mar 12]. Available from:
G E N T Thi t has received funding from the Innovative Medicines Initiative 2

Network https://conect4children.org/
is project ha. / : 5. Walle J Vande, Karamaria S, Dossche L, Nuytinck L, Taeye L De. SafePedrug / BPCRN + Belgium pediatric clinical research
Joint Undertaking under grant agreement No 777389. The Joint Undertaking network : the next step in pediatric drug research. Publ 2020 Gent. 2020:
receives support from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and i ) . S ' ' . .
6. SafePedrug, the next step in ethical pediatric drug research [Internet]. [cited 2021 Mar 12]. Available from:

innovation programme and EFPIA
https://safepedrug.eu/



mailto:Eva.Degraeuwe@ugent.be
https://conect4children.org/

