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Beginning and Historical Development of the British Fair in
Japanese Department Stores: A Focus on the British

Exhibition, Tokyo (1965) and British Week, Tokyo (1969)

GBS
HOSOMI Kazumi

Summary
This study examines the historical background of the British Exhibition, Tokyo (1965)
and British Week, Tokyo (1969), because it is important in order to consider the
beginning of the British fair in Japanese department stores.

Japan and Britain mended their strained relationship after the war, and concluded
the Anglo - Japanese Commercial Treaty of 1962, a new milestone in trade between the
two nations. As a result, the British Exhibition was held in Harumi area of Tokyo. Britain
emphasized not only the economic goal of expanding exports to Japan but also the
cultural purpose of using the British Exhibition to promote the splendor of Britain
among the Japanese people. Because of the exhibition’s success, the British Embassy
planned a large-scale British Week event to bring the cultural side to the front of the
exhibition.

The British Embassy focused on the sales power of British products in department
stores and the positive result of holding exhibitions at their halls. Furthermore, the
sponsorships secured from all the department stores in Tokyo was key to the success of
British Week. Therefore, the British Embassy promised to fully support the purchase of
British products and the contents of the exhibition, and the department store
sponsorships worked as planned. The relationship with Britain, built through the active
mediation of the British Embassy, laid the foundation for subsequent the British fair

offering in department stores.
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