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Abstract

Introduction: One of the most common oral and dental diseases is tooth decay
which has a high prevalence in Iran. The aim of this study is to determine dental
caries trend in 7-12 year-old children between 1397-1392.

Method: This retrospective cross-sectional study was carried out on children
between 7-12 years-old in schools of Kerman from 1392 to 1397. The Sampling
method was convenience, from the information already recorded in files of every
child in Dental Public Health branch. Using SPSS software, descriptive data, mean
and standard deviation of DMF and dmf and annual change rate of DMF and dmf
was calculated. T-test, Logistic regression, Spearman Correlation and Zero Inflated
Poisson Process were used to analyze the data.

Results: 3000 children between the age of 7 to 12 years-old participated in this
study. The mean for DMFT was 0.92+1.35 and 0.95+1.41 in 1392 and 1397
respectively. The mean for DMFT was increased by 0.03 from 1392 to 1397
(p=0.036). Moreover, the mean for dmft was 3.12+£2.95 and 3.354+3.8 in 1392 and
1397 respectively, showing an increase of 0.23 (p<0.001). Different variables
including the frequency of brushing, use of junk foods and number of dental visits
affected DMFT and dmft.

Conclusion: Dental caries trend of permanent and primary teeth of 7-12 year-old
children in the city of Kerman from 1392 to 1397 has an upward fashion which
was statistically significant.

Keywords: DMFT, dmft, Dental caries trend
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