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Abstract

Visual pollution, which is a type of environmental pollution, is becoming more
prominent due to the growth of urbanization and urban development. This issue
Is accompanied with serious impact on the life quality and mental relaxation
among urban people. Crowds, accumulation of municipal waste or construction
debris, advertisements, the buildings’ facade, electrical wires and so on are
among the visual pollutions in cities. On the other hand, by identifying the
causes of visual pollution and eliminating them, the visual quality of cities can
be increased. Anything that is inelegant in the human eye and exacerbates that
unseemly is called visual pollution. In other words, by definition, the
heterogeneous and uncoordinated diversity of colors, forms and materials in
urban space and appearance is called visual pollution. People differ according to
their sense, aesthetics, expectations and experiences about the visual pollution
of the environment around them. Visual impact assessment is a qualitative
experience and basically is based on personal judgments than mathematical
techniques. As a result, people's judgment plays a key role in determining it.
Crowds, lack of aesthetics, too many advertisements in the facades of buildings
cause visual pollution in cities. The present study is a descriptive-analytical
study based on face-to-face interviews and completing a standard questionnaire
and collecting information about visual pollution in Zahedan city squares (15
Khordad Square, Azadi Square, Gomnam sarbazan Square, Khatam Square,
Karegar Square) with the hypotheses of visual disturbance, visual sensitivity,
landscape effects and the relationship between landscape effects and visual
sensitivity. To collect data, a standard questionnaire including a table of visual
disturbance was used to measure visual disturbance of individuals in the form of
six indexes and 35 indicators. The questionnaire was set based on a 5-point
Likert scale (from very low) to (very high). Its scoring is from 1 (very low) to 5
(very high) and the second table measures visual sensitivity the third one
measures the landscape effects. The volunteers are natives of Zahedan in the



form of workers, drivers and local businessmen. The method used in this study
Is derived from Teece (2013) method. The data collected by the questionnaire
were analyzed using SPSS statistical software and the P-value less than 0.05
was considered as the significance level of the test. Paired t-test was used to
analyze the indicators and test the hypotheses. Then, the relationship between
landscape effects and visual significance grading was measured by Pearson test.
Regarding the respondents to the questionnaire, 9% of the respondents were
pedestrians, 32% were workers, 40% were neighborhood businessmen and 19%
were riders, and in terms of gender, the highest frequency was related to male
respondents with 85% while the lowest frequency was related to female
respondents with 15%. Also in terms of education, according to these statistics,
the highest frequency is related to undergraduate with 66% and the lowest is
related to master's degree and higher than masters with 6%. This study showed
that Khatam Square, Azadi Square, Gomnam sarbazan Square and 15 Khordad
Square had the most visual disturbance from the respondents' point of view and
were not suitable in terms of visual disturbance. But Karegar Square has the
least disturbance and is considered as suitable from the respondents' point of
view

Khatam Square and Gomnam sarbazan Square have the highest visual
sensitivity from the respondents' point of view, and Kargar Square, 15 Khordad
Square and Azadi Square have the lowest visual sensitivity. Landscape effects
in 15 Khordad Square, Khatam Square, Kargar Square, Azadi Square and
Gomnam sarbazan Square are low in the eyes of the respondents and the quality
of the existing landscape is preserved from their point of view. It was found that
there is a direct and significant relationship between landscape characteristics
and grading of visual significance.

Keywords: Visual pollution, Zahedan city squares, Visual sensitivity, Visual

landscape
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