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INSPECTION OF COMMERCIAL
FEEDING-STUFFS

The Feeding Stuffs Law.

An Act to Regulate the Sale of Concentrated Commercial

Feeding Stuffs enacted by the New Hampshire legislature of

1901 and amended by the legislature of 1915 authorizes the Com-

missioner of Agriculture, Mr. Andrew L. Felker, to direct an

annual collection of samples of Commercial Feeding Stuffs of-

fered for sale in the State and to have these samples analyzed at

the New Hampshire Agricultural Experiment Station.

A copy of this law follows :-

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

CHAPTER 35, SESSION LAWS OF 1901, AS AMENDED BY CHAPTER 195,

SESSION LAWS OF 1911, AND CHAPTER 174, SESSION LAWS OF 1915.

An Act to Regulate the Sale of Concentrated Commercial

Feeding-Stuffs.

Section 1. Every manufacturer, company, or person, who
shall sell, offer or expose for sale or for distribution in this State

any concentrated commercial feeding-stuff used for feeding farm
live-stock, shall furnish with each car or other amount shipped
in bulk and shall affix to every package of such feeding-stuff, in

a conspicuous place on the outside thereof, a plainly printed
statement clearly and truly certifying the number of net pounds
in the package sold or offered for sale; the name or trademark
under which the article is sold, the name of the manufacturer or

shipper, the place of manufacture, the place of business, and a

chemical analysis stating the minimum percentages only which
it contains of crude protein (allowing one per centum of nitro-

gen to equal six and one-fourth per centum of protein), the

minimum percentage only of carbo-hydrates, the minimum per-

centage only of crude fat, and the maximum percentage only of

crude fibre, each constituent to be determined by the methods

prescribed by the Association of Official Agricultural Chemists.
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And shall state in bold type upon the container or a tag attached

thereto, if a compounded feed, the names of the several ingre-

dients therein contained. Whenever any feeding-stuff is sold at

retail, in bulk, or in packages belonging to the purchaser, the

agent or dealer, upon request of the purchaser, shall furnish to

him the certified statement named in this section.

Sect. 2 The term "concentrated commercial feeding-

stuffs," as used in this act, shall include linseed meals, cottonseed

meals, pea meals, cocoanut meals, gluten meals, gluten feeds,

maize feeds, starch feeds, sugar feeds, dried brewer's grains,
malt sprouts, hominy feeds, cerealine feeds, rice meals, oat feeds,

corn and oat chops, wheat, rye, and buckwheat bran and mid-

dlings, ground beef, or fish scraps, mixed feeds and all other ma-
terials of similar nature

;
but shall not include hay, straw, and

whole seed, nor the unmixed meals made directly from the en-

tire grains of wheat, rye, barley, oats, Indian corn, broom corn,

and buckwheat.

Sect. 3. Before any manufacturer, company or person
shall sell or offer for sale in this state any concentrated commier-

cial feeding-stuffs, he or they shall, for each and every feeding-
stuff bearing a distinguishing name or trademark, file annually

during the month of December with the commissioner of agricul-

ture a certified copy of the statement specified in the preceding

sections, said certified copy to be accompanied, when the com-
missioner shall so request, by a sealed glass jar or bottle con-

taining at least one pound of the feeding-stuff to be sold or of-

fered for sale, and the company or person furnishing said sample
shall thereupon make affidavit that said sample corresponds with-

in reasonable limits to the feeding-stuff which it represents in

the percentage of protein, carbohydrates, fat and crude fibre

which it contains.

Sect. 4. Each manufacturer, importer, agent, or seller of

any concentrated commercial feeding-stuffs, shall pay annually

during the month of December to the commissioner of agricul-

ture an analysis fee of fifteen dollars for each brand offered for

sale within the state. Whenever a manufacturer, importer, agent,

or seller of concentrated commercial feeding-stuff desires at any
time to sell such material and has not paid the analysis fee there-

for in the preceeding month of December, as required by this

section, he shall pay the analysis fee prescribed herein before

making any such sale. The amount of analysis fees received by
said secretary pursuant to the provisions of this section shall be

paid by him to the treasurer of the State of New Hampshire. The
treasurer of the State of New Hampshire shall pay from such

amount when duly approved the moneys required for the expense
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incurred in making the inspection required by this act and en-

forcing the provisions thereof. The commissioner of agricukure
shall report annually to the governor and council the amount re-

ceived pursuant to this act and the expense incurred for salaries,

laboratory expenses, chemical supplies, traveling expenses, print-

ing, and other necessary matters. Whenever the manufacturer,

importer, or shipper of concentrated commercial feeding-stuffs
shall have filed the statement required by Section 1 of this act and

paid the analysis fee as prescribed in this section, no agent or

seller of such manufacturer, importer, or shipper shall be re-

quired to file such statement or pay such fee.

Sect. 5. The commissioner of agriculture shall annually
cause to be analyzed at the New Hampshire College Agricultural

Experiment Station at least one sample, to be taken in the manner
hereinafter prescribed, of every concentrated commercial feed-

ing-stuff sold or offered for sale under the provisions of this

act. Said commissioner shall cause a sample to be taken not ex-

ceeding two pounds in weight, for such analysis, from any lot

or package of such commercial feeding-stuff which may be in the

possession of any manufacturer, importer, agent, or seller in

this State. Said sample shall be drawn in the presence of the par-
ties in interest, or their representatives, and taken from a parcel
or a number of packages, which shall not be less than ten per
cent, of the whole lot sampled, and shall be thoroughly mixed,
and then divided into two equal samples and placed in glass viols

and carefully sealed, and a label placed on each stating the name
of the party from whose stock the sample was drawn and the

time and place of drawing, and said label shall also be signed by
the person taking the sample and by the party or parties in interest,
or their representatives, at the drawing and sealing of said sam-
ples. One of said duplicate samples shall be retained by the com-
missioner and the other by the party whose stock was sampled,
and the sample or samples retained by the commissioner shall be
for comparison with the certified statement named in section 3
of this act. The result of the analysis of the sample or samples
so procured, together with such additional information as circum-
stances advise, shall be promptly published in reports of bulletins

by the commissioner of agriculture or by the New Hampshire
College Agricultural Experiment Station, as the governor and
council may determine.

Sect. 6. Any manufacturer, importer, or person who shall

sell, offer, or expose for sale or for distribution in this state any
concentrated commercial feeding-stuff, without complying with
the requirements of this act, or any feeding-stuff which contains

substantially a smallei: percentage of the constituents than are
certified to be contained, shall, on conviction in a court of com-
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petent jurisdiction, be fined not more than one hundred dollars

for the first ofifense, and not more than two hundred dollars for

each subsequent offense.

Sect. 7. Any person who shall adulterate any kind of meal
or ground grain with milling or manufacturing offals, or any
other substance whatever, for the purpose of sale, unless the true

composition, mixture, or adulteration thereof is plainly marked
or indicated upon the package containing the same or in which it

is offered for sale
;
or any person who knowingly sells, or offers

for sale, any meal or ground grain which has been so adulterated

unless the true composition, mixture, or adulteration is plainly
marked or indicated upon the package containing the same, or in

wdiich it is offered for sale, shall be fined not less than twenty-
five or more than one hundred dollars for each offense.

Sect. 8. Whenever said commissioner becomes cognizant
of the violation of any of the provisions of this act he shall prose-
cute the party or parties thus reported, but it shall be the duty
of said commissioner, upon thus ascertaining any violation of this

act to forthwith notify the manufacturer, importer, or dealer in

writing, and give him not less than thirty days thereafter in which
to comply with the requirements of this law

;
but there shall be

no prosecution in relation to the quality of any concentrated com-
mercial feeding-stuff' if the same shall be found substantially

equivalent to the certified statement named in section three of

this article.

Sect. 9. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Objects of the Law.

The principal objects of this law are :-

1. To protect the purchasers of feeding stuffs against the adul-

terated, misbranded, and inferior feeds of the unscrupulous
manufacturer.

2. To protect the honest manufacturer and seller of good qual-

ity feeding stuffs against the unfair competition of the dishonest

manufacturer and seller of inferior feeds.

3. To furnish purchasers with information which will enable

them to distinguish between good quality and poor quality feed-

ing stuffs, between reliable and unreliable manufacturers, agents
and dealers, and to promote the intelligent and economical pur-
chase and use of feeds.

The Sliding-Scale or Double Guarantee.

There is one provision of this law still being violated by a

few manufacturers which can no longer be tolerated ; namely,
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the use of the double or sliding-scale guarantee. The law definite-

ly states that the minimum percentage only of protein, fat and

carbohydrates shall be printed in the guarantee. When a manu-
facturer prints a guarantee, for example, of 35-50% protein

—a

spread of 15%—knowing that this particular brand will proba-
bly fall below the minimum guarantee of 35% in as many sam-

ples as it will analyze as much as three per cent above 35%, he
is attempting to deceive the consumer by making it appear that

he may get 50% protein where he has hardly a chance of getting
more than 38% and may not even get 35%. The purpose of the
law requiring the minimum guarantee only is to prevent such

deception ; and the sale of any feed as represented to contain
more than its minimum guarantee is fraudulent and illegal.

The Misleading Brand Name.

Another deception of a few manufacturers, particularly
the manufacturers of proprietary or compounded feeds which
the consumer is warned to guard against is the misleading brand
name of the feed. In buying feeds the purchaser should consider
the percentage of protein, the percentage of fat and the percen-

tage of total carbohydrates, less the percentage of crude fiber, in

connection with the price of the feed per ton or per hundred

pounds. An examination of the brand names and the analyses
in the following pages will show several attempts at deception by
the manufacturer by giving to a feed low in protein and fat a

name indicating that it has unusual feeding value.

The Inspector, Mr. Eugene D. Sanborn, visited nearly every
town in the State and collected samples of 306 different brands.

These samples were analyzed with the assistance of Mr. P. Bruce
Place. The following classification, alphabetically arranged, is

the one under which the respective feeds were offered for sale

by the dealers.

Alfalfa Meals.

Two samples of alfalfa meal were analyzed. These feeds

average to contain 15.34% protein, 1.81% fat, and to retail at

$2.46 per one hundred pounds. One hundred per cent of these

feeds equalled or exceeded the manufacturer's guarantee in both

protein and fat.

Barley Feeds.

Seven samples of barley feeds were analyzed. These feeds

averaged to contain 10.30% protein, 2.77% fat, and to retail at

$2.80 per one hundred pounds. Eighty-six per cent of these feeds

equalled or exceeded the manufacturer's guarantee in both pro-
tein and fat.
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Beet Pulps.

Three samples of beet pulps were analyzed. These feeds av-

eraged to contam 8.66% protein, 0.35% fat, and to retail at $2.81

per one hundred pounds. One hundred per cent of these feeds

equalled or exceeded the manufacturer's protein guarantee and

thirty-three per cent his fat guarantee.

Calf Meals.

Four samples of calf meals were analyzed. These feeds

averaged to contain 24.85% protein, 5.99% fat, and to retail at

$5.22 one hundred pounds. Fifty per cent of these feeds equalled

or exceeded the manufacturer's protein guarantee and seventy-

five per cent his fat guarantee.

Compounded Feeds.

Forty-five samples of compounded feeds were analyzed.

These feeds averaged to contain 10.85% protein, 4.41% fat,

and to retail at $3.07 per one hundred pounds. Sixty-six per

cent of these feeds equalled or exceeded the manufacturer's

guarantee in both protein and fat.

Cottonseed Meals.

Twenty-three samples of cottonseed meals were analyzed.

These feeds averaged to contain 33.14% protein, 6.17% fat, and

retail at $3.37 per one hundred pounds. Sixty-five .per cent of

these feeds equalled or exceeded the manufacturer's protein

guarantee and ninety-six per cent his fat guarantee.

Dairy Feeds.

Twenty-five samples of dairy feeds were analyzed. These

feeds averaged to contain 22.13% protein, 5.43% fat, and to

retail at $3.37 per one hundred pounds. Sixty-five per cent of

these feeds equalled or exceeded the manufacturer's prote'

guarantee and ninety-two per cent his fat guarantee.

in

Distillers' Grains.

Two samples of distillers' grains were analyzed. These

feeds averaged to contain 15.94% protein, 6.08% fat, and to retail

at $2.80 per one hundred pounds. Fifty per cent of these feeds

equalled or exceeded the manufacturer's protein guarantee and

one hundred per cent his fat guarantee.
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Flaxseed Meals.

Eight samples of flaxseed meals were analyzed. These feeds

averaged to contain 34.52% protein, 6.91% fat, and to retail

at $3.35 per hundred pounds. One hundred per cent of these

feeds equalled or exceeded the manufacturer's protein guarantee
and eighty-eight per cent his fat guarantee.

Gluten Feeds.

Eight samples of gluten feeds were analyzed. These feeds

averaged to contain 23.90% protein, 3.39% fat, and to retail at

$3.31 per one hundred pounds. Twelve per cent of these feeds

equalled or exceeded the manufacturer's protein guarantee and

eighty-eight per cent his fat guarantee. The fact that so large
a per cent of this year's gluten feeds failed to meet the manu-
facturer's guarantee is doubtless due to the inferior quality of

the 1917 corn crop.

Hominy Feeds.

Nine samples of hominy feeds were analyzed. These feeds

averaged to contain 10.19% protein, 5.84% fat, and to retail at

$3.22 per one hundred pounds. Eighty-nine per cent of these
feeds equalled or exceeded the manufacturer's protein guarantee
and seventy-eight per cent his fat guarantee.

Molasses Feeds.

Ten samples of molasses feeds were analyzed. These feeds

averaged to contain 13.49% protein, 4.77% fat, and to retail at

$3.00 per one hundred pounds. Ninety per cent of these feeds

equalled or exceeded the manufacturer's guarantee both of

protein and fat.

Peanut Feeds.

Three samples of peanut feeds- were analyzed. These feeds

averaged to contain 30.76% protein, 7.42% fat, and to retail at

$3.15 per one hundred pounds. Thirty-three per cent of these

feeds equalled or exceeded the manufacturer's protein guarantee
and o!ie hundred per cent of his fat guarantee.

•

Poultry Feeds.

Thirty-nine samples of poultry feeds were analyzed. These
feeds averaged to contain 22.70% protein, 6.36% fat, and to
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retail at $4.72 per one hundred pounds. Forty-nine per cent of

these feeds equalled or exceeded the manufacturer's protein

guarantee and 95 per cent his fat guarantee.

Rye Feeds.

Five samples of rye feeds were analyzed. These feeds

averaged to contain 15.59% protein, 3.52% fat, and to retail at

$2.90 per one hundred pounds. Eighty per cent of these feeds

equalled or exceeded the manufacturer's protein guarantee and

one hundred per cent his fat guarantee.

Wheat Feeds.

One hundred and five samples of wheat feeds were analyzed.

These feeds averaged to contain 15.88% protein, 4.68% fat and

to retail at $2.84 per one hundred pounds. Eighty-eight per cent

of these feeds equalled or exceeded the manufacturer's protein

guarantee and ninety-three per cent his fat guarantee.
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