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An interdisciplinary summer training program in historical archaeology

8. BRIEF DESCRIPTION:

~The training of 9 students in'interdisciplinary historical archaeclogy will be carr-oc

out during the summer of 1973, This research tralaing will take place at <h
Farm, Portsmouth, R. I. This site is virtually unique, in that the entire big

o
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o

survived intact from 1633 when the land was granted to the Mott femily. Studeats
will work with comsultation from specialisis in archasology, architeciure, folllore
soccial history and the analysis of food remains.
AREDMENT: 1T IS UNDERSTOOD AND AGRIED THAT ANY. FUNDS GRANTED AS A RESULT OF voio 7 WEST ARE 1O ¢
(OR THE PURPOSES S£T FORTH HEREIN. FURTHERMOREZ, THE UNDERS IGNID AGREE, AS TO ANY GRANT AWARZID. ¢
Nk T RELEVANT NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE MUMANITIES POLICIES AS PRESCR:BID,
| OMATURD PERSON NAMED IN IVEM i SIGNATURE: PZRSON NaMED N 4TS
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INTRODUCTIGN AND RATIONALE

As research and interest in historical archaeology have increased in the
past decade, it has become quite clear thas competent research by the histovica

archaeclogist 1s dependent upon a number ¢f disciplines, ineluding sccizi
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and archaeclogy, to name but a few. 4z - resulc, there haag been considerable
debate as to justc what academic department is best equipped to train individual

in historical archaeology. All single discipliines have their ghortcomings;

L=

the anthropologist as archasclogist 1s often not aware of the Tichness of the

——

documentary record which relates to hisg materials, the architectural historian

may not know what the archaeologist can contribute to his efforts, and neither

may perceive some of the implications of folk material culture scudics o their

work. From the perspective of the archaeologist, whether treined as . clagsi=
cist or as an anthropologist, the full vecognition of the value of aboves rou

data, and their relationship ¢o that which s buried and awalting excavalion,
e——— TN L C s ol —

hae not yet been achieved.

This proposal is directed at providing a special program withiz which
students can work as a team, each pursuing e specific vproblem, uader the
general guidance of a number of specialists from backgrouads as diverse cs

architectural history oa one hand and faunal analyeis on the other. Ir such

in gome of the specia

b

a way, the students will gain sophizticatio

[£d

posed by historical archeeclogy, if it is =5 be deme ia a responsible an
truly productive fashion. While zost of the gitudents ar recerLving tne:

training within the department of ninrepelozy of Brown Uaivessic and are

particularly involved ia historica' archu 5Y s any saorte

ilstory, architectural nistory, the niscory of tecanology, folklore, antkropology



vesuit from the mcre traditiona 1 defin : .t digcipliine will -
cate through participation is L3 progTam,. Lixewase & siwmdlar prograw ¢o
be organized from any aumber of other departments &8 long ab the essential

interdisciplinary emphasis is retained.

THE PROJECT

Submissicn of & proposal at this time for a chaimman's discretionary
-grant, is in large part the result of the Project Directoris vecent involves
ment in the Mott Farm site, ?aftsmouth, Riiode Island. The site's cxistence
and impcrtanée only became known a month ago; once its potential for training
and research were fully grasped, the Project Director felt that a summer
program would be of extremely high value to graduate and undergraduate
students. Browa University is one of a very smail aumber of schoocls which
provide formal training in.higtg;icalua:qhaeciogyy’and graduate student an-
rollments with this speciaity have grown from two to eight in oily one year,
and may increase evea move in years to come. It is probeble that the Mott
Farm site is unique in New England, if not all of what was colomial inglo
America, in termé ofrits preservation and research,ﬁraining‘poac;::;;o Thus
it is the belief of the Project Director thet the opportunity of having his
students become involved in its study should not de passe& by. ZEadowment
support for the coming summer éeaSon thus would insure a tiaining program %5

superior quality, as outlined below.

TH

5

MOTT FARM SITE

b

Adam Mott, ome of the founders of Portsmouth, came £o Ancsice frov
Cambridge, England in 1635. After a brief stay ia Hingham, Macsachuses
hie came to Portsmouth in 1638, was wmade a Foeeman 1n 1641, and died 1o 1061
The land granted to him upon arvival ian Portswouch was & traci : 145

e <
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acres; 1n a typical early American/EZnglish scrl unning Srom ths &I
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working on the project shows that, witn thae sole excepiaon ol Lorty=acre

parcel to the south and on the bay end, aow owned Ly the U.S. Havy, the cotize
farm of 1640 has surxrvived essentially intact until ¢he present. Only cae
other family -- the present owners =-=- have held the property, The land hae
been rented during the past ceantury,; and has_séen iaimal use for farming,

and has had no known alteration of grade of a major character during this
time, Thus ome can say with great assurance that che parcel as it is today
has come down the years with aimost no change since the seventeenth cantury,
and as such should contain within its limits extensive evidence of its occu-
pation through successive generations.

The most striking single example of this evidencé isg thé dwelling house
itself, the only surviving seventeenth century structure on the sile. S;ill
situated in its original location, this structure is a remarkable example of
American vernacular architecture. The earliest portion, ceatatively dated to
the thizd quafter of the seventeenth ¢entury, was oviginally a two=-stoxy,
single-room £looxr ?lan houée, with a stone chimney on oae ;n; and a jetty.on
the gabie end opposite. To this was added, ca. 1725, a winé to the aorch at

the west end) was removed; a central chimney stack added on the norch aide
— = o -

between the wing and the original, the jetty removed, aad the entrance shified

from the south side opposite the original chimaey ®ELasld U0 Lie casc clde

= -

opposite the new one (figuve 1). Vet later, gometime in Che alnetecnil
century, an ell was added co the west of the eighteenth century addltion,
ince Adam Moct®s will of 1661 mentioms & hAouse on ihe PLOperLy, LICYC 25 &

strong possibility that & yet earlier structure musi bDe o or, eitherw
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within the existing seructure, or beneath it as an archaeologicalifeature.
The only alternate explanation would be that the existing seventeenth century
'portion of the house is slighcly earlier than now' believed, and that it was
built shortly before Mott died.

This houae haa had a minimum of Iater remodeling or_even minor altera—
/ﬂ_tions. so that details of each building phase are exceptionally well preaerved:
~£or_stu v. There are a number.of late outbuildings'tovthe east of the house,

all prooebly of twentieth centuiy date. Some rest on footings which might
relate to earlier structures of the nineteenth and possibly eighteenth
centuries. Based on our scant knowledge'ofrseventeenth century New England
»farm layouts, apd on comparaeive data from.Essex. England, the‘seVenteenth
century outbuildings‘were pfobabiy iocated to ehe north or west of the house,
i.e., to its rear. Since there has been no significant modification of the

- terrain in these areas, it is a vittual certainty that the remains of earlier

farm,buildings can be identified through archaeological exravatiges: The
fields which comprise the - 105 acres of the site are divided today by stone
walls. There is a possibility, to be tested, that thesa gy reflect field
.div131ons ftom the Colonial period, in view of the undlaturbed nature of the
entire site. Alternately, close inspection of the land may reveal locations
of earlier wall alignments which would prov1de such ev1dence. A well, and
modern privy, are also associated with the house. Each may indicate earlier

» featuras of aimzlar type, if these are indeed relaeavely modern. This is
oarticularly true of the privy,'since such features were frequently moved,
although usually in the saﬁe general vicinity. As is weliikncwn; privies
are an uﬂCc-lent gource of artifacts and other archaeological materlals.

Although unpleasant to excavate at times, the effort is almost always re-

warding. Besides weils aod prlvies, the area 1mmediete1y surrounding the
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century eli, akan uagutnaz, the h use, well(s), .riv& a, celliars, cut-

building remaineg; stone walis, ard other features sheould provide z -contlauous

: récord of material cuiture and roszs;ence PautE&uP for che eatire history [

of the farm. Combined. with a,stroag histe*nua_icghuxehba“y study, it should
be possible to recover in great detail a segment of New England ru:a; iife-
ways er over three centu:ieso. “ne importance of such & study dan hauodly be
-overeotin ted,.

STRATEEY

; The pr a*y purpose of this proposal is to obtain support for nine

‘students, sévén'graduate~ané two undergraduzte, for summer training on tia

=

Mott farm. While the'ceﬁtraI oxganizing theme of this projec: will be

some asnect of the total progect. In each case, ‘a prcfesJ;an;l specialist g i

has consentad to serve as a consuxcanr advzser to. Lh@!F'uduuL cn problems

of proce&u e O spec 1 d;fficulhy. In this w&y, the students constituce 2

Leam specilally s suited o yndengtanding ol
pract;calitles, b@th academic and acdministrative, ei_xnta:huhaipim:.'J
research., - A1l nine students are commi ‘ed to carears in higtorical archae
ology. and ail have already becocme involved in tae project ;.‘{;u;: specilie
areas in which chey will c&ndue: research during the suumer, Alchcugh the
principal iavestigator will be on sabbatical leave mext academic yoar, ne
will contiaue to supervise and direci their work cn a fommal cradit-earain
-basis during that tiwe, siice a ;u;:igﬁ of his ieave will te Jzv
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projecu, gince such suppoit falle ﬂa:&;i==-..- the Teguiay ascidomic sedgon, and

‘the susmer is'ﬁhg-optimum beascnlﬁét aéchaeslpgicai excavactions to be con-
ducted. 'Depenéihg on,the:outceme'Qf the summer!s work, separate supporc
may be sought froa'sbmé &geﬁéy for a wove awbitious prqéram in coming years.
Such support would be reguested s Lirasearca project ?atger thair an educa=

ional one; the present proposal is imtended to provide a speclal kind of

training for students in historical archazeoclogy, working with wnusualily rich

‘«ﬁ

and potentially highly rewarding materialis. Indeed, ounce trained under the

support from this project, they would be specially suited for participation

on a réseérch §régxam‘, In esseﬁc@, then, we arg now seeking o frain
stude ni& in sucn a way tnat future res *h,programs‘ag the Mott Fawm or
elgewhere will beénefit from their expertise.

.:  The organizetional structure of the program will be as follows.  8Six
discrete but intex cvelated areas of inquiry will %& pursued, zazh by oang or
miore students, with a resource specidlist's adV¢ce in each’case. These areas,

‘the students par;ici?atingg aaé'the consuiting s?ecialists are:

Fie 1d archaeology

The planaing and execution of the archacclo
éirectienrcf ﬁarleyABr$wn, fourtn-year graduate student who has nad four
seésQns of field experience in historical avchasoliogy in sout
and ézrc ted excavations for the past three years, Brown will work closely
with the project divector in thais phase of the wovk, and will wtilize the

other eight stu £ield supervision of emcavatiocns., The

Cl\m
::‘r
rt
w
|
e
kel
[
el
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actual excavation will be done by situdenis frem varicus colleges; who will
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.be given academic credit in wmost cas: o thevs work, and who will be avail-
abie ét.no costiito the project, Lentactive plava call for detaiied excava-
tiéns in the viginity of the house; and exten ve. testing ovex tne untirve

propérty.

' Faunal apalﬁgisiand the study of _:ﬁn- materials
! One specialized as?ect of arcﬁgeological anaiyais is the study of food
remains. The‘iﬁéntifiCatién of ﬁnimal bone is a special—skiii which requiresr
',éqnsiderable pf;ctiﬁal;experience an& specialiée&.inétruction. Two students
will épe¢iali;e;on thié éﬁaSerf the.érojéct. JJoanne‘Bowen, a first-year,
‘.gr&duate?S§qdé§§% has been working wifh fauﬁal'ﬁéterials from other New England
sites this yeéf; thé summer prcjeqtiw1117pr0vide ﬁore_inteﬁsive'training in
léhis work. Funds are requested for her to ﬁraval;tafFiorida State University
'thi;'spring_tc_spend a twéiwéek periq& with Stanley Olsen, who has counsented
to'sérve'asféénSultantvtp ﬁer’work on the project. Olsen is one of the few
éetﬁhozoalogists working with theAfemains‘of‘éoﬁe#ticated animals. Prelim-
~inary excavations beneath the house, and the study dismantling of portions
of the structu;e hﬁld promise of a rich collection of»plént‘remain;. Flota-
tion of f£ill materials‘shquld'providg:additiqnallma;eriai of this type.
:Joseph_Hall; a firét;year graduatéAstﬁdent,‘will cbﬁceﬁtfatg on the plant
rremains from theAaiée and work with an agricultural'histbrign8 Darwin Kelsgy
-0f Old Sturbridge Village; on their identifica_tion° Data recovered from the
study of both plant andlanimal,rgmains, from closely dated contexts on the
#ite, will yield valuable infqrmation regavding the food ways of the inhabe~
.itanté of the farm ovér three centuries.

Architectural history’

With at least three building periods represented in the house, and

with concurrent archaeology being done in its enviroms, there will be an
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excellent chance to gtu&y both an important ﬂ_h.Jie of New England wernacu=
iar aréhitectore;'as well as ohé reiaticﬁé between a standing structure
“.and the ardﬁaeolog;Cal ﬁeatur;o whioh;feléiﬁ to it in situa. Such & study

requires coﬁpé:ehoé in architectural aistory. Working with A. L. Cummings,

" Director of the Soéiety for~éhe Preservation of New England Antiquities

and an authority on New England folk architecture, and Richard Candee,
‘Arch1tectural Historian of 01d ¢ Sturbridge Village, two students w111 conduct
éo‘intensivé otﬁéy:of the Mott tarmnouae'and a comparative gtudy of con=
_temoorary houses in the Rhode Iglan& area. These séudents, Dell Upton, a
,thzrd-year graduate student in American Clviliaation, and Leslie Abernatny,.
a flrst-year graduate anthropoiogy student, will deveiop drawings and a
imodel of the honse, conduct an extensive photographic survey, and coordinate
 ‘their study with the ongoing archaeology. Upton has already completed the

; régearch on thé‘property title;,aroreliminazy c0p§ of his report is attached.,
: aﬁornéthy 1; présentiy'studying carpenters’ joints and conotructional-tech-

‘niques. of soventgenthuaﬁd eightoenth century England and America, -

Speial history

| Sinoe'éli‘oﬁhers_of thé_orooerty have been iégntifie&, it will be
'pQSSib;e through a étudy of theif_yi}ls and probate inventories, as well as
their appearance in various priﬁary historical records (i.e., court records,
" wital records, church records, etec.) to develop a picture of their place
~w1th1n the larger context of the socxety of whlch they were a part° This
,work_WLll be dono by Joyce MoKay, a second=-year graduate student in anthro-
pology, in consultation with John Eeﬁos, Professor of ﬁistory‘at Brandeis

»University.' Demos'has done significant research in demography and social

structure in southern New England (A Little Commonwealth, Oxford Press)

‘and on &emography in neighboring Bristol, Rhode Island.
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1: Material Culture

: In view ofﬂthm.lcna and cswtinuau3 cééupaticn of the site, the archae-

. olagy promises to‘J'quuve 4 hngrkably complehf and large coilection of
artifacta. The specialized aki&ls in ident*fylx auch objects, and relating
them to other aspects of the proJect will be. developed by Laura Stopps and
Steven Pendery, both undergraduate anthropology majors at Brown University,
under the direction of the pre;ect director.

Folk ggtefiai culture and~oral history

The centrlbutlons of folklore to hlStCLlcal avchanLGgy are ounly aow
beginning to be fuily appreclateu. Both from a structural point of view |
‘towards bﬁ;ldings, farm layouts, and materiél culture systems. as integrated
wholes, and from the use of iﬁt"ervies.’vs régarding materialicﬁltgre, folklore -

stu&ies héld considerable pctential’to hiscarical archaeologists.
Jhan-Francoxs Bianchette, a first-;ear graduate student in anthropology,
wha recently has done such a study on bread ovens in Provincial Quebec,
';ill work on the folk culture aspects of the project in conjunction with
Professor Henry Glassie of the University of Indiana. Glassie will be in
the area rrom.Jnne 1 through August 15, and available for consultation.
: Hls interests, reflected in hls Pattern in the Mate1ial Fo*k Cu&tura of

ga Eastern United States (U.Pa. Press), are most appfoprlate to this

project.

While each studeﬁt willrbe working primarily on his or her specialty,
thé:e will be ample opportunity for all participants to consult witﬁ each
other regarding the significance,of thelr work to that beiﬁg dene by.
others. Weekly working seminar sessions will be‘held, at which time results -
will be comparéd, précedures amended in line with new information, and the
project maint;ined as an integratéé créss-aisciplinaryreffort. At the end

of the grant period, each student will prepare a formal report; taken to-
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gether, these should give a remarkably broaé plct
faym or over three caﬁﬁgries, Through consultatic
leaguaes and his consultant in each case, the part
should acquire a genuine sens of theistrategy ar
archaeology. The combination of a unigue gite, <
£

nresent in the vicinity during the time of the pr

which will be a part of a lenge, ongoing process
very high educational value. which should repa? £
times over. While scme work will certainly be dc
these studenta, both currently and next fall, tig
will be enormously enhanced if support can be ébﬁ

and research session for them. Without such sup]

work, primarily of a suxvey nature, will be don2.
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Address: . Plimeth Plarn

‘pate of Birth: February 8,

Marital Status: Married:

hildren:

P

(9]

James C. - September
Tonia « January i.
Joseph - February

Kristen =~ April 22,

Educacion:

Professioral Experience:

Teaching Fellow, &

Archaeologist, Smi

Archaeologist, Pli

Instructor in Anti
Assistant Professc

Visiting Associats
1965-66.

Research Fellow it
University, :

Associate Profess
Professor, Anthro,
Professor, Anthro

Assistant Directo

2 L RN s BT T R R
tion, Piywouth, Massalhubelis

120 © wlace of Birth: Cumberlaend, Maryisud
EE T Y
Wifae's Nama: Joanna

v, 1954 Tric -
, 1956 Geofirey -~
3, 1957 Joshua -
L1959 Cynchia -

\n
svard College, 1957 {cum laude) ‘
svard University, 1959 » :

w rvard University, 1960

thropology, Harvard ﬁniyersity; 1957-60.
hsonian Imstitution, River Basin Study, 1958.-
Oth'?lahtation, 1959-60.
'époiogy,‘UCSB, 1960-61.

" Antgropology, UCSB, 1961-65;

Professor of Anthropolegy, Harvard University,

North American Anthropology, Harvard

165-66,

-, Anthropology, UGSB, 1965-&6.
slogy, UCSB, 1966-1967.
ylogy, Brown University, 1967-

of Plimoth Plantation, 1967~
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