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Patient Attitudes and 
Education About the 
COVID-19 Vaccine

- Collaboration with 
Zeynep Tek (Ridgefield 
Primary Care), Faith 
Wilson (North Country 
Primary Care), and 
Claudia Russell (South 
Burlington Family 
Medicine) 

- Rotation 5, 2022

- Dr. Florio, Dr. DiSanto, 
Dr. Calkins, and Dr. 
Mariani



The COVID-19 
Vaccine got 

approved, but 
patients 

wanted more 
information 

about it



Were people 
going to get 
the vaccine 
when it was 
available? 



Intervention 
Cost

• The handout and survey are of minimal cost to the 
public and the clinic



Community 
Perspective 



Intervention 
and 
methodology 

• Gave a handout to anyone who was interested to know more

• Gave survey to patients in the office: 

• Age: 18-29    30-49 50-64 65-79        80+

• Gender: Male Female Not listed: _____ 

• Do you plan on receiving the COVID-19 vaccine when available?

• Yes

• No 

• Unsure 

• If you are not sure or you do not plan on receiving the COVID-19 vaccine, why not? Circle all that apply. 

• I don’t want it 

• I don’t need it 

• I worry I will get sick from it 

• I worry about long term side effects

• I need more information about the vaccine 

• I have already had COVID-19 

• I don’t trust the vaccine’s safety 

• Other: _______________________________________________

• Please share any other thoughts:___________________________________________________



Patient Responses Overall Versus Ridgefield CT 
To if they want to get the Vaccine

Do you plan on receiving the COVID-19 
vaccine when available? Total Newport VT, 

South Burlington VT, Ridgefield CT n=51

Yes (78.4%)

No (3.9%)

Unsure
(17.7%)

Ridgefield CT only 
N=13

- Overall, most patients want the vaccine or are at least considering it



Patient 
Hesitancies 
Overall  

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

I don't want it

I don't need it

I worry I will get sick from it

I worry about long term side effect

I need more information about the vaccine

I have already had COVID-19

I don't trust the vaccine's safety

Other

If you are not sure or you do not plan on receiving the COVID-19 
vaccine, why not?



Evaluation on Effectiveness 
and Limitations

• There was no way of knowing if our handouts were helpful, 
verbally both patients and providers said that they were 
useful 

• The limitations for the project were that not a lot of people 
were interviewed 

• Another limitation was the inability to follow up with 
patients who got the handout to see if they found it helpful 



Future follow ups
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Handout given 



• Thank you for agreeing to be interviewed. This project is a 
requirement for the Family Medicine clerkship. It will be stored on the 
Dana Library ScholarWorks website. Your name will be attached to 
your interview and you may be cited directly or indirectly in 
subsequent unpublished or published work. The interviewer affirms 
that he/she has explained the nature and purpose of this project. The 
interviewee affirms that he/she has consented to this interview. 
Consented ____Yes_ 

• Name: Dr. Nick Florio 

• Name: Nika Sheynberg
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