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INCOMPLETE FAMILY AND STUDENTS� ACADEMIC ATTAINMENTS

Abstract 
Social relations within the family, especially between parents and children, 
the socio-economic status and the structure of the family are, in literature, 
frequently related to different aspects of school adaptation and the level of 

scholastic attainment of students. We were inspired by the dilemma whether the students 
coming from incomplete families have lower academic achievements than their peers with 
complete families. The sample comprised 182 seventh and eighth grade students and 34 
class teachers from four Belgrade elementary schools. The results show that the students 
who live in incomplete families have lower achievements and lower mean grades than 
other students. It was also found that there is a difference between mean grades and the 
type of incomplete family. The highest grades were obtained by students who suffered the 
death of one parent, while the students coming from out-of-wedlock families showed the 
lowest attainment. The authors stress the necessity of more intensive engagement of both 
the family and the school for the prevention of low academic attainment of students with 
incomplete family background.

Keywords: incomplete family, academic attainment, student.

1 jstanisic@rcub.bg.ac.rs



239

     

     

 
   ,     

,        -
      -

         .      
 ,       ,      -

.    182       34 -
   .       

   .   -
,             

,   .      -
      .     -

 ,     ,  ,   , 
      ,     
  .       

          .
 :  ,  , .

        
         ,   

      (   ., 1967; , 1969; 
Davie, 1979; , 1982; Dornbusch et al, 1987; Feldman & Wentzel, 
1990; , 1995; Spera, 2005).      -

         
    :    (  

,  , ,     ); 
  (    ,    

 ,    ,  ,    
   );   ( ,   

  ).      
      : ( )   -

         , 
( )          

        
.           -

, ,      -
         

. 
           -

          



240

. , . 

   .        -
  ( )      . 

         
         .  
,          

         
. 

( )       

    ,    
 /   .     , 

,          
    .    -

      ,      
  ( , 1981; - , 1990; , 

1991).            
    .      , -
           -

    .    -
   � �    ,  

       ,    
           

.      ,   :  
   ,    , 

    �      
   .       
       ,  -

 �   �       . 
         ,  
        -
 ,    � , , 

,    .
       -

,     ,      
 ,          (   ., 1967). 

         
         , 
         

( - , 1990).      
 ,         ,   -



241

     

       :   , 
,    ,        

  (Flewelling & Bauman, 1990; Young et al., 1991; Upchurch et 
al, 1999; Blum et al., 2000; Santelli et al., 2000). 

  ,     
    ,     

( , 1995)         -
          . 

           
           -

 .          -
          

        ,    -
         

  .         
          -

  ,        . 
  ,            

          
  .       -

     ,     
      .  ,   

        ,    , 
    ,       

.           
         -

,           . 
       , -
           

    ,   .  
       ,  -

 , .          
          

      (  )  
   (  ) ( : Piorkowska-

Petrovi , 1990).            
   , ,    .   

  � �        
      . ,  -

           



242

. , . 

       .   
 , ,         

priori          -
.

    ,   
      � �     

,           -
 e         , 

          
.           -
,    ,    -

         . 
        

      ,     -
   �   �       

   . 

       
  

           
          

 .   �  �   
       ( )   

           -
,               

 .        
        . 
,   : ( )        

           
 ; ( )       -

     :  ,      
,   ,      

    .       
   .     -

         -
      ( , , ,  

,   ),         
,     .      

       ,   -



243

     

       ,     
  .

     182     
    34       

(  1).         2004/2005. 
. 

 1.     

  

  25 5

 52 8

  61 9

 44 12

182 34

          
   ,       (  

)    .      
               

            
   ( , 2001). ,   

          
 .        
    . 

 

      .   
          

       ,   
  . ,       

       ,   
     .      

      3,87,    
 4,40.         
       .     

   0,53,    .     
         1  5,     

      0,10 .    



244

. , . 

,         -
           

      . 
        VII  VIII 

.        ,  
           

  VII  VIII .      -
  VII   3,83,      VII   

4,07.    0,24.       VIII , 
  0,27.    VIII   4,16,   

   VIII        3,89. 
           

       ,    
     . ,      

  . ,        
        VII,  VIII 

. 
       .   

2.         . 
    3,63,   4,12.     
   0,49,        
        .  
   ,        

 (     )    
       ( , 1998). 

 2.       

N %  

97 53,3 4,12

85 46,7 3,63

182 100 

 3.        
    

 N %  

158 86,6 3,92

24 13,2 3,55

182 100 



245

     

         -
    .      86,8 

%    ,  13,2 %    .   
           

   ( , 2001; Roy et al., 2005).
          

3,92,          3,55.   
 0,37.           

            
   .         

 .             
  ,     .    

                
.

        -
 .         

    ,   a    -
 ,    4,95%       

(  4).

 4.      

  : N %  

129 70,88 3,82

    44 24,17 3,95

  9 4,95 3,75

182 100

,          -
       .   

          (3,95),  
     (3,82),     

        (3,75) (  4).  
          

   . ,       
           -
     .

         
.           



246

. , . 

         
(  5).

 5.       
    

     

1   3.55

1,1�3 4,20

3,1�5 3,74

5,1�7 3,69

7,1�9 3,65

9,1  4,07

           -
    ,         

    (3,55).      -
       .   

    ,    .  
            
 .  ,         

       (      
),           

        . 

 6.         
        

     

 3,87

 3,86

   3,83

         
 .         

        ( , 
1982; , 1998).          ,  

    ,     . , 
           

   .      ,    



247

     

    .      
 ,            

     .
   (  6)      

      (3,87)    
      (3,86),       

        (3,83).   
           

            
.

     

       -
,           

.          -
,   .        

    :   ,  
    ,  ,  

        .     -
          

 ,     . , -
         

       ,    
       (Stevenson & Baker, 1987; 

Epstein, 1992; Stevenson & Stigler, 1992).     -
         -
  ,          

 (Eccles & Roeser, 1999).   ,    
, ,         -

      (Eccles & Harold, 1993).   
      ,  

            
    .  ,      
 ,          

     . 
            

   .      -
      .     

 �    ,      
   .    ,     



248

. , . 

  .           
      .     

        â  .   
             
      .     

         ,  
   , . 

          -
      .    

         
   .   ,       
        . ,  

       ,    
   .        

           -
.           

 .   , ,   
          

    .     -
    ,     

         
. 

       � , 
        

  -  .    
          -

  .        
        -  

     ,        
    .   ,    
      .

.       �  
  �,  149001 (2006-2010),    -

       .

Blum, R. W. et al. (2000): The effects of race/ethnicity, income and family structure on adolescent 
risk behaviors, American Journal of Public Health, Vol. 90, No. 12, 1879-1884. 

Davie, R. (1979): The home and the school; in: J. C. Coleman (ed): The school years (122-143). 
London: Methuen.



249

     

Dornbusch, S. M. et al. (1987): The relation of parenting style to adolescent school performance, 
Child Development, Vol. 58, No.5, 1244-1257.

, . (1985):      . :   
   . 

, . (1981):    . : .

Epstein, J. L. (1992): School and family partnerships; in M. Atkins (ed.): Encyclopedia of  
educational research (1139-1151). New York: Macmillan.

Eccles, J. S. & R. D. Harold (1993): Parent-school involvement during the early  
adolescent  years; Teaches' College Record 94, 568-587. 

Eccles, J. S. & R. W. Roeser (1999): School and community influences on human  
development; in M. H. Bornstein & M. E. Lamb (eds.): Developmental psychology:  
an advanced textbook (503-555). London: National Institute of Child Health and  
Human Development.

Feldman, S. & K. R. Wentzel (1990): Relations among family interaction, patterns, classroom 
self-restraint and academic achievement in preadolescent boys, Journal of Educational 
Psychology, Vol. 82, No. 4, 813-819.

Flewelling R.L. & K. E. Bauman (1990): Family structure as a predictor of initial substance use 
and sexual intercourse in early adolescence, Journal of Marriage and the Family, Vol. 
52, No. 1, 171-181. 

, . (2001):  . :  . 

, . (1995):    . : .

, . (1998):     . :   
    .

- , K. (1990):    . :   
   .

Roy, F. et al. (2005): Youth assets, agression and delinquency with the context of family structure, 
Journal of Health Behavior, Vol. 29, No. 6, 557-568.

Santelli, J. S. et al. (2000): The association of sexual behavior with socioeconomic status, family 
structure and race/ethnicity among US adolescents, American Journal of Public 
Health, Vol. 90, No. 10, 1582-1588. 

Stevenson, D. L. & D. P. Baker (1987): The family-school relation and the child's school  
performance, Child Development, Vol. 58, No. 5, 1348-1357.

Stevenson, H. W. & J. W. Stigler (1992): The learning gap: why our school are failin and  
what we can learn from Japanese and Chinese education. New York: Summit Books.

, . (1982):         
   ,  , . 5.

, . (1991):         ,  
, 5-6.

, .  . (1967):       ,   
  , . 1, 227-257.

Upchurch, D.M. et al. (1999): Neighborhood and family context of adolescent sexual activity, 
Journal of Marriage and the Family, Vol. 61, No. 4, 920-933.

Young, E.W. et al. (1991): The effects of family strucutre on the sexual behavior of adolescents, 
Adolescence, Vol. 26, No. 104, 977-986.



250

. , . 

, . (2001):    :  . : 
 .

, . (1969):  -       
   , , . 1, 279-287.

  :
 ,   

   , 
 11/III

e-mail: jstanisic@rcub.bg.ac.rs

 ,   
   , 
 11/III

e-mail: ninam@rcub.bg.ac.rs


