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~ Introduction”’

In the production of particleboard, the pressing process is the most important for both
productivity and board quality. For that reason, efforts are being made to develop the new
methods of pressing technology and new types of resin®®).

The efforts for the former were crowned with successfully developing a multi-opening
press, single-opening press and continuous press*®, which are based on a hotpressing. On
the contrary, a steam-injection pressing in which high preséure steam is injected into a mat
during pressing have awakened a world interest recently. The mechanism of heat transfer
in mats during steam-injection pressing is different from that in the conventional
hotpressing. In the former, a high-pressure steam flow governs the heat transfer through
particle mat, while in the latter the hot-platens supply heat energy to the mat by heat
conduction. In this regard, the steam-injection pressing is expected to have the advantage of

shortening the total pressing time than the conventional hotpressing.

__2_
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Studies on isocyanate bonded particleboard have been conducted in an effort to develop

D In Japan many studies on low-density particleboard with a density

new types of resin
of about 0.4 g/cm® have been done in order to substitute particleboard for plywood. Low-
density particleboards bonded with an isocyanate compound adhesive suitable for both

') The features of the isocyanate

exterior and interior uses have been reported®'*”
compound resins are as follows: 1) hot pressing time can be shortened as the adhesive
reactivity is higher; and 2) the allowable range of moisture is broader.

The remarkable features of the low-density board include high dimensional stability
and internal bond strength in spite of its lower density, although the flexural properties are
rather poor. The simple way to improve the flexure property is to increase the board
thickness. However, the pressing time increases in direct proportion to the board
thicknesses in the conventional hotpressing, thus the production efficiency is decreased.

The purpose of the present study is to establish the technology for the steam-injection
pressing process and to apply this technology in the production of thick low-density
particleboard. The present paper consists of four chapters;

Chapter 1: The temperature behavior in particle mats during hotpressing and steam-
injection pressing ;

Chapter 2: The effect of particle geometry on the temperature behavior in particle mat and
on the gas permeabilities in the particleboard ;

Chapter 3: The effects of injection time and timing, and particle geometry on the board

properties, and the trial of shortening the press cycle with steam-injection.

Chapter 1 Heat Flow in Particle Mat During Pressing

The temperature behavior which is the most fundamental information to decide
optimum conditions during pressing is examined. The theory for heat conduction in wood

was discussed by Maku'>'®.

This theory which was analytically applied to wood drying
can also be applied to calculate the temperature distribution in a particle mat during
conventional hotpressing. Heat transfer in a mat during hotpressing accompanying steam
injection, however, has not been discussed yet. The thermal flow in a dry particle mat is
theoretically discussed for both pressings, and the theoretical equations proposed are
examined by use of experimental data in this chapter. The core temperature curves during
pressing can be simulated by means of a computer under various conditions according to the

obtained equations.

1.1 Temperature behavior in particle mat during hotpressing and steam-injection
pressing'”
111 Experimental
Flake-type particles of seraya (Shorea spp.) 13 mm long, 1.6 mm wide and 0.6 mm thick
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on the average were prepared. Upper and lower hot platens were regulated at the same
temperature of 160°C, and for convenience no binders were applied to the particles.

The temperature distribution along the mat thickness was measured by means of
Copper-Constantan thermocouples with wire diameters of 0.2 mm, inserted into the center
of the mat plane at different layers. Tlese were connected to a data processor via a data-
logger, and the temperature ‘at each point was recorded at certain time intervals. - In a
preliminary experimént, the temperature distribution at -each layer of the mat was uniform
during hot-pressing. Figure 1.1 shows the measuring points along the mat thickness. The
error was estimated at +0.5°C. ‘ '

Measuring . :
Point ~  Upper Hotplaten
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Fig. 1.1. Measuring points of temperature of mats during hot-pressing and:
steam-injection pressing.

The measurement started at the moment when pressure was applied to a particle mat. In
hotpressing, the target mat densities were 0.4 and 0.6 g/cm® at thicknesses of 20, 30 and 40 mm,
which was controlled by distance bars inserted on both sides of the mat in the press. The effect
of moisture content on the temperature distribution was examined by use of particles with
different moisture contents and by use of wetted papers covering the top and bottom of the mat so

that the moisture content in the face layers is higher than that of the inner layers. This method

Table 1.1. The factors and levels taken in the experiment on hot-pressing.

Measurement of the temperature at the center

I}'Icasurement of the layers
Parameters © dfem_}l))erz_tture :
_ distribution Uniformly distributed Higher moisture contemt
within a layer . :
moisture content in mat surface
Mat thickness (mm) 20, 40 20, 30, 40 20, 30, 40
Mat density (g/cm®) 0.4, 0.6 0.4, 0.6 0.4, 0.6
Particle m.c.* (%) 10.1 7 0, 11, 30 0.
Equivalent m.c. of wet paper (%) ‘ 20, 26, 31, 35

* Moisture content in the wet papers covered the both surfaces of mat is expressed as the equivalent
moisture content which would be calculated on whole particle mat if the moisture would distributre
uniformly in the mat. ‘ i
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shortens the pressing time due to the fast heat transfer by the steam evaporated from the mat
surfaces to the core, thus the same effect as that of steam-injection pressing can be expected. The
factors and levels taken in the hotpressing experiment are summarized in Table 1.1.

For steam-injection pressing, a set of 600X 600X 30 mm perforated plates for steam-injection
were prepared to fit the surfaces of the hotplatens of the conventional laboratory hotpress. The
upper and lower plates were perforated with 2 mm-diameter holes drilled through half the depth
of the plates with a 25X 25 mm spacing pattern, which covered an area of 450 X375 mm for the
upper plate and of 475X400 mm for the lower plate. The holes on the upper platen and those on
the lower platen were drilled in staggered position relative to each other. A vapor seal on the
edge of the mat as reported by Shen'® was not used.

Thirty seconds into pressing time, or after the press pressure had begun to build up, high
pressure steam was injected. The steam-injection periods were 3, 10, 30 and 120 s. Adjusted
initial steam pressures were 6.2 and 10.0 kgf/cm?® corresponding to 160 and 180°C, respectively.
However, the effective steam pressure during the injection was reduced to some extent. In mats
with a density of 0.4 g/cm®, the effective steam pressure were 4 and 6 kgf/cm?, when the initial
pressures were set at 6.2 and 10.0 kgf/cm?, respectively, while the effective steam pressure was 5.5
kgf/cm? for a mat with a dcﬁsity of 0.6 g/cm® at the initial steam pressure of 6.2 kgf/cm®. The
target air-dry densities of the mats were 0.4 and 0.6 g/cm® and target thicknesses were 20 and 40
mm.

The factors and levels taken in the experiment on steam-injection pressing are summarized in

Table 1.2.

Table. 1.2. The factors and levels taken in the standard of the experiment on
steam-injection pressing.

Measurement in th Measurement in th
Parameters the easurement in the

horizontal plane thickness direction
Mat thickness (mm) 20 20, 40
Mat density (g/cm?) 0.4 0.4, 0.6
Particle m.c. (%) 10.1 0.4, 11
Injection time (sec) 30 3, 10, 30, 120
Vapor pressure (kgf/cm®) 6.3 6.3, 10.2

1.1.2 Results and discussion

The temperature distribution in the middle layer of the mat during hotpressing was as
uniform as that in hotplatens (coefficient of variation 1.6%). A more uniform distribution which
was independent of the location of steam perforations was observed in steam-injection pressing.
Therefore, in the present paper only the temperature behavior through the mat thickness at the
center of mat plane is discussed.

Figure 1.2 shows a typical example of temperatures in different layers of the particle mat as a
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function of time during hotpressing and steam-injection pressing. Because of the seasonal
changes of temperature, the initial mat temperature in the case of hotpressing is slightly different
from that of steam-injection pressing. The temperatures of all the mat layers increased to more
than 100°C almost immediately after the start of steam-injection. = As soon as steam is injected,
-vapor diffuses through the mat with the driving force of steam pressure gradient. On the other
hand, the temperature increase in the mat during hotpressing depends very much on the position
within the mat. The core temperature increases slowly and requires about 11-11.5 min for a mat
of 40 mm thickness to reach 100°C. The press time of a low density particleboard of 40 mm
thickness bonded with an isocyanate compound- adhesive ‘is taken to be 12 min at a platen
temperature of 160°C'®. It took about 1 min to cure the resin in the middle layer of the mat after
the temperature of the layer had reached 100°C. Therefore, in steam-injection pressing can it be
predicted to shorten the pressing time to 1/10 (for a board of 40 mm in thickness) of that of
conventional hotpressing. -

.Steam-injection

‘pressing
~ e :Hot-pressing

. \ A o
150 P el o)
~ - : 1
& —
~ -1 3
o 100} ____._—-—_",—::—-23
[ - ’, ’l
3 /z P Rl
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e / 7 ,/ PR SO . JR
Ud
g 50} 4 Par‘ticle Mat
Q i/ //
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= Jsteam-anectlon Location of thermo
(3s) started- : couples
L '
-0 5 10 .15

Pressing time (min)

Fig. 1.2. Temperature behavior of mat during- hot-pressing and steam—
injection pressing.
Note : mat density=0.4 g/cm®, mat thickness=40 mm, moisture
content of mat before pressing 0% (stcam—mjectlon pressing),
11% (hot-pressing). :

Conventional hotpressing -

The core temperature of particle mats with different densities and moisture contents are
shown in Figs. 1.3-1.5 as a function of elapsed time.

Figure 1.3 shows the core temperature of mats with a different density and thickness at a
moisture content of 11% as a function of time. With the increase of the mat thickness from 20 to
40 mm, the slope of the temperature curve decreased. It was calculated that it takes about 3 and
11'min for the core temperatures of mats with a thickness of 20 and 40 mm, respectively, to reach
100°C. According to the heat conduction theory, when the thickness of the mat is doubled, the

time required- to increase core temperature to a certain level should increase four times. The

_.6_
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experimental result shows that the temperature behavior of particle mat with low moisture
content in hotpressing obeys principally the heat conduction law.

The effect of mat density on the temperature increase with passage of time is very slight, as
shown in Figure 1.3. However as the density increased, the rate of temperature increase seems
to decrease due to the increase of heat capacity per unit volume of mat.

Figure 1.4 shows the effect of the initial moisture content of the particles on the core
temperature of the mats as a function of time. The density and the thickness of the mat were 0.4
g/cm® and 30 mm, respectively. From the figure, the following can be observed ; the higher the
moisture content is, the shorter is the time necessary for the core of mat to reach 100°C, while the
time to stay at a constant temperature about 100°C is longer. It has been confirmed that the core

temperature begins to rise again from 100°C as the particles lose moisture below 10% moisture

Mat density
150 —— 0.4 g/cm?
. ————:.0.6 g/cm®
OU Mat thickness
o 100} 20mm :_3_0_"_“_"" 40mm
e -
2 -
]
)
s 50
g
[9)
|l
1 1 - |
0 5 10 15

‘Pressing time (min)

Fig. 1.3. The effect of mat density and thickness on the core temperature
of mats as a function of time during hot-pressing.
Note: Mat moisture content before pressing=11%.

150,

100}

50t
fo e &~ _/

-=-731.5%

Temperature (°C)

1 1 ]
0 . 5 10 15
Pressing time (min)

Fig. 1.4. The effect of moisture content of mat before pressing on the core
temperature of mats along the thickness as a function of time
during hot-pressing.

Note: Mat thickness=30 mm, Mat density=0.4 g/cm®.
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COHtCnt19’2O).

When dry particles are used; no equilibrium state of temperature at 100°C is
observed.

Figure 1.5 shows the core temperature of dry mats covered on both surfaces with wet papers.
The basis weight of the paper was 80 g/m®. In the figure, moisture contained in the wet papers is
expressed as an equivalent moisture content which would be calculated on the whole particle mat
if the moisture were distributed uniformly in the mat.. When both the face and the back of the
mat have a higher moisture content, the increase of mat thickness from 20 to 40 mm does not
affect the time required for the core temperature to reach 100°C and the rate of increase is much
higher than without wet papers. Comparing Figure 1.5 with Figure 1.4, the rate of increase of
the temperature of mat overlaid with wet papers shows more than four times as much as that of a
mat which has a uniform moisture distribution. It is noteworthy that the temperature in the
middle layer rose to more than 100°C when the equivalent moisture content of wet paper was
more than 30%, while it remained at 100°C: for mats having less than 30% equivalent moisture
content. This suggests that the water vapor moving toward the middle layer of the mat exceeds
the vapor moving out of this layer when enough water exists at the surface, and the sorption heat
of water on particles may promote the temperature increase in the core, so that internal vapor

pressure increases.

150

*T 2 —
- * —
i DR ainily

100

Mat m.c.,Thickness,Density

Temperature (°C)

50 126%,20mm,0.4g/cm*
. ———=:20%,20mm, 0.6 g/cm®
o emee—e==31%,30mm, 0.4 g/cm®
——— —:35%,40mm, 0.4g/cm®
i i J
0 5 10 15

Pressing time (min)

Fig. 1.5. The core temperature of mats with wet paper overlays.
Note: Particle moisture content=0%, e.m.c.=equivalent
moisture content which expresses the moisture contained in the
wet papers as if distributed uniformly in the wholemat.

Steam-injection pressing

During steam-injection, the variation of temperature within the plane of the middle layer of
mat was less than in the conventional hotpressing.

Figure 1.6 shows the effect of steam-injection time on the core temperature of the mat. The
target density and the mat thickness were 0.4 g/ cm® and 20 mm, respectively. Dry particles (0%
moisture content) were used for this series of experiments. Whér) steam was injected for a longer

time, the core mat temperature was kept constant during injection. This suggests that with the

_8__
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Fig. 1.6. The effect of steam-injection time on the core temperature of
mats.
Note : Mat density=0.4 g/cms, mat thickness =20 mm, moisture
content=0%, effective steam pressure=4 kgf/cm®.

increase of the steam-injection time the inflow and outflow of steam in the middle layer of mat was
kept balance, and the inner vapor pressure maintained constant. After injection was stopped,
the inner vapor pressure or the temperature of the middle layer falls down due to the outflow of
steam from edges of mat. However, the temperature goes down once, then increases gradually
again, and the increasing curves with different injecting time show almost similar figure, which is
quite different from that in the case of mats with wet paper overlay. This suggests that steam-
injection up to 120 s does not increase moisture content of the middle layer of mat to more than
10%'%2%).  This result agrees with those obtained by Geimer” and Shen'®.

Figure 1.7 shows the effects of mat thickness and moisture content on the core temperature of
mats with density of 0.4 g/cm® during steam-injection pressing. The core temperature of a mat
with a thickness of 40 mm immediately rises to more than 100°C in the same way as that of a mat

with a 20 mm thickness during steam-injection in the range of steam pressures used in this

150

0
z | P v o e o @
o 100} _\=.-.'.'=-..‘!.'.-.'.':.—..—_"T.-._-.'.—_—.. mmmmm T
; Mat thickness
e —.20mm,mc. 0 %
o ———— 120 mm,mc11 %
8 50r — =40 mm,mc. 0 %
—— v —— o — e o,

QE) ») ‘40 mm,mec.11 %
e '|

! L 1 1

0 5 . 10 15

Pressing time (min)

Fig. 1.7. The effect of mat thickness and moisture content on the core
temperature of mats during steam-injection pressing.
Note: Injection time=30 sec, mat density=0.4 g/cm®

_9_
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experiment. However, the maximum temperature reached at the middle layer during steam-
injection showed a tendency to decrease with an increase of the mat thickness. The temperature
curves after stopping the steam-injection were greatly affected by the mat thickness, which
depends greatly on heat conduction from the hot platens.

When steam is injected, the temperature curves of air-dry (11%) particle mat are similar to
those of dry mats, and seem to be independent of the moisture content. This suggests that most
of the steam injected does not interact with the moisture present in the particles and diffuses
through the particles from the hot-platens to the middle mat layer. However, the temperature of
the middle layer of uir-dry mats decreases to 100°C after stopping the steam-injection and then
increases gradually at a rate lower than tha‘t of the dry-mat, because the heat energy supplied
from the hot—platené is partly consumed for evaporation of water present in the particles.

Figure 1.8 shows the core tempefature‘of mats with a density of 0.6 g/cm® under different

conditions of moisture content and steam-injection time. When steam is injected, the core of a

150, : |
8100.. ______
3 steam - .

4(;; mc. injecting time
|9
i —_— 0%, 30s
8 %o 11%, 30s
5 ————temem 0%, 10s
= -
1 1 . d
0 5 10 15

Pressing time (min)
Fig. 1.8. The core temperature of mats during steam-injection pressing.
Note: Mat thickness=20 mm, mat density=0.6 g/cm”.

Vapor pressure

150

6 kgf/cm'
©
o 1001 4 xgf/cnt
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©
o
9 sof
o
- M

1 ) 1 . ]

0 5 10 15
‘ Pressing time (min)
Fig. 1.9. The core temperature of mats during steam-injection pressing.
Note: Mat thickness=20 mm, mat density=0.4g/cm’
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mat with a density of 0.6 g/cm® reaches a higher temperature than that of a mat with the density
of 0.4 g/cm®. With increasing density, the gaps among the particles which are considered to be
the main paths of the steam become narrower. This means that the resistance to the diffusion of
vapor in the mat becomes greater with increasing mat density. On the other hand, resistance to
the outflow from the edges of mat also increases. Therefore, when the supply of steam is
sufficient, the inflow and outflow of steam in mat balances at a higher vapor pressure, and the core
mat temperature reaches a higher level.

When steam with higher pressure is injected, the core temperature rises to a higher level than

that with lower pressure as shown in Figure 1.9.

1.2 Computer simulation of temperature behavior in particle mat during steam-

injection pressing®*”
1.2.1 Theory for the prediction of temperature behavior in mat

During steam-injection and period following the injection, the mat temperature increase is
mainly caused by the high temperature steam moving among particles through the mat. The
steam movement is presumed to be a diffusion phenomenon based on vapor pressure gradient as a
driving force. The equation for the diffusion analysis is similar to that of heat conduction.
Therefore the finite element equation applied for the heat conduction analysis would also be
applicable.

In general, mass flow in a porous matrix is controlled by many driving forces. When these
forces are treated as a potential gradient of a whole, the mass flow is expressed as follows :

flux=Q/A=k(0¢/ k), (1)

1

where Q/A'is a mass flow [g's~ em™ %], k is a proportional coefficient [grem ™ “atm ™ 'sT!],

0¢/0x is a potential gradient which is expressed as follows:

O¢/x=0(P,+PPs+..)/ Ok (2)
The driving forces, shown at the right of Eq. (2), are given the gradients of external pressure
23)

potential, pneumatic potential, osmotic potential, gravitational potential, and so on

As in the case of steam-injection pressing where steam is injected into a particle mat, the
external pressure gradient, (dP, /d}c), and the concentration gradient, (dPy/dx), can be given as the
main potential gradient (9¢/dx). Therefore, Eq. (1) becomes

flux=—k,dP\/kydPy/dx. (3)

The first and second terms of the right of Eq. (3) correspond to Darcy’s law for gases and Fick’s
law of diffusion, respectively, and k; and k; of the potential coefficients are called as gas
permeability and diffusion coefficient, respectively.

When the interaction of adsorption and desorption on wood by steam is ignored, and the gas
transportation such as air through the pores among particles in a mat is assumed, the first term of
Eq. (3) mainly controls the flux because £, is greater than £y during steam-injection. On the

other hand, after stopping the steam-injection, the external steam pressure gradient dP,/dx
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bec_:omes zero, and the second term of Eq.(3) controls the flux. As the concentration, the
pressure, and the temperature of saturated steam are considered to be functions of each other, the
dx"'iving force; dPy/dx, can be expressed as a pressure gradient.

. Therefore, steam transported through mats during steam-injection pressing is approximated
with the following equation: , o

- flux=—kdP/dx 4
Comparing this equation with Eq. (3), the rlght term of Eq. (4) corresponds to k1(dP;/dx) durmg
steam-injection and to /cg(dPg/dx) after the injection of steam.
By using the continuous equation, the unsteady state diffusion equation is derived from Eq.

(4) as
-9 oP '
“g&‘-‘m(ka) (5)
where, p, is a steam density [g-cm™°].
When' the interaction between steam and particles is neglected, the gradient of the
saturated steam pressure P to steam density p; is constant. Using the gradient of the steam

mass density p,/x; [grem ™ *], Eq. (5) can be expressed as

9o, 0, 9p :
o Ly . | ©
where, ko="k(OP/ 9p;) - (7)

k, is the gas permeability of a particle mat based on steam density gradient [cm's™ *1].
When the diffusion coefficient is independent of the steam density, Eq. (6) is expressed

as .

X, _, Fp, Fp,

Fp,
5 ko Tho g7 tha g L

(8)

where, kg, kg, and k. is a diffusion coefficient [cm*s™ '] of steam moving in the direction of
the x, y and z axes, respectively.
If the diffusion coefficient is unlform in all dlrectlons and in every part of the mat, from

Eq. (8), we obtain the equation,
| s Fo, | Pp, | Fp, o -
=k gttt gh | | (9)

where, k, (=ko=ky=k,) is the diffusion coefficient of steam in a particle mat [em®s™'].

The steam density on the boundary between a mat surface and a hot-platen is defined
as, J
Ps=Ps . (10)
where, g, is the saturated steam density at a régulated vapor pressure [g-cm™>].

The mass flux J, of steam evaporation from mat sides [grem™ *s™ '] is given as

- Jo=ks(po—po) T ' - (1D
where, £, is the surface evaporation coefficient [g'em™ *s ™ "'mmHg ™ '], p., the steam pressure

at the surface of the mat sides [mmHg], and po the steam pressure in environmental air
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[mmHg].
Eq. (11) can be expressed in terms of steam density as
Jo=ko(p= po) (12)
where, ], is the steam flux [grem™ *s™ '] corresponding to J,, &, the surface evaporation
coefficient of steam based on the steam density gradient [cm's™ '], and p,, po the steam
densities in g-cm™ ° corresponding to the steam pressures p, and po, respectively.
The initial condition is expressed as
plr, 0)=0(7) | (13)
where, p(r, 0) is the steam density at the position r and at the time 0, (7) is a known function.
The standard equation of the finite element method derived from Eq. (9) is expressed in
the same way as that of conventional hotplaten pressing ;
(K} %)+ C110%/ a1 = {F) (14)

where, {¥} the grid point vapor density vector for the whole elements,

o e B S S 5
+] i), (19)
)=2{[ "), (16)
and [F]= § i f Sek,,po[N]TdS , (17)
Approximating the time term of Eq. (14) by the difference method, we obtain,
(G TR+ 1) 9o+ A) =[5 TR+ 11} | 0] + 4 (18)

When {¥?} is known, the equation of the finite element method for the unsteady state
diffusion problem can be solved step by step using Eq. (18).

It was found from experimental measurements that the temperature distribution in mat

225 >

0]
{

- . |
J

Mat section (mm)

Fig. 1.10. Typical elements division (in the case of a 20 mm thick mat).
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during hotpressing was symmetric with respect to the horizontal and vertical axes through the
mat center. As shown in Figure 1.10 the mat section was divided into four parts by two axes, one
of which was taken as the range for calculation. The range was divided by 20 (lengthwise) X 50
rectangular elements. |
1.2.2 Input data for the calculation of temperature behavior

The particle geometry and the compaction ratio (board density/particle density) are-the

242)  The effect of particle

important factors that influence the steam diffusion in the mat
geometry on the gas permeability of mats is to be discussed in the next section.

When the particle size is 13mm long, 1.6 mm wide, and 0.6 mm thick as given in the
experiment of section 1.1.1 and steam is injected at the compaction ratio of 1.0, £ in the vertical
direction to the platen is 5.68 g-cm ~atm™ s 7' 2, As 9P/p, of saturated steam is 1,893 g~
em™ atm™' from Eq.(7), k, is calculated to be 10,753 cm®/s from Eq. (7).

The initial steam density .is taken as 0 g-cm_'3. The steam density at mat surfaces asthe
boundary condition is of 0.001081, 0.002101, and 0.003132g-cm™> corresponding to steam
pressure of 2, 4, and 6 kgf/ cm?, respectively. The steam evaporation condition at mat sides is
givenin Eq. (12) where the surface evaporation coefficient based on the steam density gradient, p
has a value of 1.434cm=s™' %)

The time increment for the calculation was 0.25 s. The factors and the levels of the
numerical analysis on steam-injection pressing are summarized in Table 1.3. Two cases were
analyzed to investigate the effect of the vertical density gradient of the mat on the temperature
behavior of mat. One was given from the observed values for boards with average densities of

0.6 and 0.8 g/cm® and the other was for uniform density boards with densities of 0.3 and 0.4

g/cm®.
Table 1.3 The factors and levels of the numerical analysis in steam-injection.
Mat moisture Mat dens1ty "~ Mat thickness Equilibrium vapor ressure Steam-injection
content (%) (g/cm®) (mm) in injection ( kg}) time (sec)
0 0.3*, 0.4*, 0.6**, 0.8** 10, 20, 40, 60, 100 2,4, 6. ‘ 1, 3, 10, 30, 60

* Flat vertical density profile. .
** Vertical density profile based on.the data

-1.2.3 Numerical procedure

?2) was improved

The program for analysis of the two dlmensmnal problem on heat transfer
so as to allow analysis of the temperature distribution commonly in both hotpressing and steam-
injection pressing. Figure l.11 shows the ﬂow chart of the FORTRAN program. The
procedure is explained as follows : '

1) First gridpoint .co-ordinates and element numbers are input.

2) Before steam injection, the initial condition, the boundary conditions of the regulated mat

surface temperature, and that of the heat outflow at the mat sides are input for the heat
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Input initial data]

Heat conduction Diffusion analysis

analysis
Input boundary I Input boundary
conditions -] Finite element method conditions
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Mat sides :
Moisture removal

Mat surfaces
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Mat sides
Heat conduction

v {t) ~ At 10 seconds after-
) stopping injection
% Mat surface :
Cancel density
regulation

O (t) Mat sides :
Moisture removal

o (t) ® V()

Fig. 1.11. The program flow chart.

conduction analysis. The temperature ¥{¢) is calculated from the finite element equation,
which is continued to be solved until the time step immediately before the diffusion analysis. In
the analysis with hotpressing, the heat conduction analysis is continued to the end of the pressing
time, while in that with steam injection pressing all grid point values are initiated at this time
step.

3) During steam-injection, the boundary condition of the regulated steam density at the mat
surface and that of the steam evaporation from mat sides are input. The steam density ¥(¢) is
calculated from the finite element equation obtained by these data. The equation which was
substituted by the obtained ¥{(¢) at the next time step is continued to be solved. The initial value
is taken before ¥(t) reaches the saturated steam density corresponding to the initial temperature.
In output ¥{(¢) is converted into &(¢).

4) Immediately after stopping steam-injection, the boundary condition of regulated steam
density at the mat surfaces is cancelled.

5) After a further 10 s at the time stopping steam injection, ¥{¢) which was obtained at the
step 10 s after steam-injection is converted into @(¢) and is put in as the initial values of the heat
conduction equation. After the boundary condition of the regulated temperature and that of the
heat outflow from the mat sides are input the heat conduction analysis is continued to the end of

the pressing time.



WOOD RESEARCH No. 80 (1993)

1.2.4 Results and discussion

Figure 1.12 shows a comparison of the experimental results with a calculated temperature
-distribution along the mat thickness in steam injection pressing. “The calculated temperature
distribution in the inner layers agrees relatively well with the observed values during steam
injection. The experimental values at mat surfaces, however, are slightly below 160°C. In the
experimen’t temperature increase was delayed by the Teflon sheet (0.1 mm thick) inserted
between mat surface and hotplaten, and ‘the thermocouples sank a little into the mat durlng
pressmg After steam-injection the cxpcrlmental values for a 20 mm thick mat decreased by
about 10°C and then increased gradually again. It seems that the flux and influx of steam got
out of balance after steam injection had been stopped, and that the condensed moisture in mat
withdrew latent heat from the mat. The theoretical values of t'emberatﬁre increased after 2 slight
decrease, because interaction between injected steam and particles is neglected in the program.
Just after sfeam injvection, the experimental temperature values increased slightly more than those

of the theoretical values. This is probably due to the absorption heat generated in the wood

particles.

2,
o rm——— 2
150/ =3 1150
' ,——l‘:f‘f—’:_—‘ 3
3 5
5 100F - 100
ot e
o 3
- o]
® ®
; Lo 50k
£ 5ol £ %0
e &
B bt 1 1 13 ‘ 1 ] —
0 o 5 ' o 5 - oo 10 15
- Time(min) _ Time (min)
A) Mat density 0.4g/cm’, B) Mat density 0.4 g/cm®,
" Mat thickness 20mm. ) Mat thickness 40 mm.

Fig. 1.12. Comparison of experimental and calculated results of the temperature dlstrlbutlon along the mat
thickness in steam-lnjectlon pressing.
(Steam pressure 4 kgf/cm?, Injection time 3 sec, Mat moisture content 0%, calulated

‘values, — ——: experimental values (The positions of the thermooouples are0,1,2,3 from the top
graph in each case)). :

Figure 1.13 shows the effect of steam pressure on the core temperature-time curves in steam-
injection pressing. Core temperature immediately after steam injection rose with an increase of
steain pressure for both 20- and 40-mm-thick mats.

Figure 1.14 shows the calculated results of the effect of mat density on the core temperature

curves in steam-injection pressing. The increase of mat density does not significantly affect the
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Fig. 1.13. Calculated results of the effect of steam pressure on the core
temperature curves in steam-injection pressing.
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Fig. 1.14. CQCalculated results of the effect of mat density on the core
temperature in steam presing.
Note: Steam pressure =4 kgf/cm®, injection time=3 sec, bulk
density at steam injection=0.4 g/cm® (0.3 g/cm® bulk density
for 0.3 g/cm® mat).

mat core temperature by steam-injection. The rate of temperature increase after steam
injection, however, decreases slightly with an increase in mat density because of the increase in
thermal capacity of the whole mat.

Figure 1.15 shows the calculated results of the relationship between mat thickness and steam
injection time necessary for a mat core to reach 100°C. With increase in mat thickness, the
injection time required to reach 100°C increases. It is apparent that about 8-s-steam-injection is
required for the core of 1000-cm-thick mat to reach 100°C, the temperature necessary for an

17,27)

isocyanate resin to cure within 1-2 min Therefore, the simulation predicts that such a

thick board can be produced with a 2-3 min press time by steam-injection pressing.
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Fig. 1.15. Calculated results of the relationship between mat thnckness and
steam-injection time necessary for mat core to reach 100°C.

1.3 Summary

The temperature behavior of the particle mat during hot-pressing and steam-injection
pressing was investigated under various conditions. . With an increase of moisture content, the
time necessary for the middle layéf to réach 100°C tended to shorten, whereas the time to
maintain a constant temperature (about 100°C) was prolonged in the éase of hotpressing. The
temperature in the middle layer of a mat with a higher moisture content in the face layers
increased more than that of a mat with a uniform distribution of moisture conté_nt. In the case of
steam-injection pressing, the temperature in the middle layer of the mats immediately increased
to a specific degree decided by injection pressure and the characteristics of mats at the moment of
steam—injeétion, and maintained a constant level during steam-injection. After stopping steam-
injection, the temperature decreased a little, and then started to rise again. The rates of
temperature increase in the middle layers of mats were independent of thickness, moisture content
and density in the range of the experimental conditions..

The temperature distribution .in partlcle mats durmg steam-injection pressing was
numerically analyzed with the ﬁmte element method under various conditions. Calculated
results agreed comparatively well with the observed results, which ‘proved that the analytical
theory was useful to predict the temperature behavior of particle mats during steam-injection
pressing. In steam-injection pressing, with increases of mat thickness, the injection time
necessary for raising core temperature up to 100°C gradually increased. For example, it will take

about 8 s for the core temperature of a 1000-cm-thick mat, to reach 100°C.
Chapter 2 Steam Diffusion in; Pai;ticle Mat Dhring Steam-\injectibli I."rgssi-n'g‘ ,

- In the process of steam-injection pressing, it is very important to know the influence of
the particle geometry on the steam diffusion because steam is the main medium to control
the heat energy through the particle mat. - The. curing conditions of adhesives depend .very
much . on. how the steam diffuses in the ‘mat. The compaction ratio (CR: board
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density/particle density) of particles and pressing conditions are considered as important
factors that influence the diffusion of steam in the mat®®.

In the previous chapter, the mechanism of heat flow in the mat with steam-injection
pressing was discussed and the optimum production conditions were determined. This
chapter discusses the effects of particle geometry, CR, and pressing conditions of the steam-

injection on the temperature behavior in the mat and the air permeability of the boards.

2.1 Effects of particle geometry on temperature behaviors in particle mats*"
2.1.1 Experimental
Regulation of particles

A series of model particles of regulated sizes in three dimensions were prepared as
follows: First, the boards with a thickness corresponding to the required particle width
were cut from sawn lumber of Japanese red pine (Pinus densiflora Sieb. et Zucc.) with an air-
dry density of 0.4 g/ cm®.  Second, the boards with a width equal to a needed particle length
were cut into blocks across the grain. Third, the blocks after having been soaked in water
for a day were cut to a certain thickness with a cross section disk planer.

Seven kinds of particle sizes, that is, the particle lengths (/) of 10, 20, 50, and 80 mm,
widths (w) of 2 and 10 mm, and thicknesses (¢) of 0.3, 0.6, and 0.9 mm, were prepared. The
standard particle length, width, and thickness is 20, 2, and 0.3 mm, respectively.
Dimensions of each particle were measured to calculate the mean and the standard deviation

which are shown in Table 2.1.  As the particles were prepared with strict control of particle

Table 2.1. Model particle configuration.

a. Prepared particles.

Particl Particl

Node g (mm)  w (mm) ¢ (mm)  CReYT L (mm)  w (mm) ¢ (mm)
1 10 2 0.3 5 20 10 0.3
2 20 2 0.3 6 20 o 2 0.6
3 50 2 0.3 7 20 2 0.9
4 80 2 0.3

b. Measurement of particle size.

! (mm) [ (mm) SD CV. w (mm) w (mm) SD C.V. ¢t (mm) ¢ (mm) S.D C.V.
Target Measured “° (%) Target Measured “7° (%) Target Measured “° (%)

10 10.02 0.04 0.00 2 2.04 0.05 0.02 0.3 0.303 003 0.10
20 20.01 0.02 0.00 10 9.99 0.10 0.01 0.6 0.602 0.02 0.04
50 49.99 0.06 0.00 0.9 0.906 0.04 0.04
80 79.92 0.27 0.00

Legend: /, w and ¢: Particle length,width, and thickness, respectively. S.D. and C.V.: Standard
deviation and coefficient of varience, respectively.
Note: The number of particles measured in each configuration=>50-100 particles.

— 19 —
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sizes, the variations. of coefficients were.very small.
Temperature behaviors in mats .

- No binders were applied to the particles with the moisture content of 0% for convenience.
The temperature distribution in the middle layer was measured by means of copper-constantan
thermocouples with wire diameters of 0.2 mm connected to a porous glass-fiber reinforced teflon
sheet that was inserted into the center layer. - These were connected to.a data processor via.a
data logger, and the temperature at each point was recorded at time intervals. Fig. 2.1 shows the
locations of each measuring poiﬁt in the mat plane. The temperature at nineteen spots were

measured. The error was estimated to be +0.5°C.

3
§
o
20

,__
200

. S

P15 ' A ‘
L_ : 7'5 25
— 45 —>
45 I<— 45 (nm)

Fig. 2.1. Location of thermocouples in mat.
Note: The mesh shows an area of steam perforations. '

For the steam-injection pressing, a set of 550 X 550 X 30 mm perforated plates were prepared
to fit the surfaces of the hqt-platéns of the conventional hot-press. '_I'hé upper and lower plates
were perforated with a hundred and forty-four 2 mm-diameter holes drilled through half the
depth of the plates with a 25X 25 mm spacing pattern, which covered an area of 150 X 150 mm of
each plate. : ‘ ' ' '

The 'témperathre measurements started at the moment when pressure Was applied to a
particlemat. Steam was injected into the mat at a mat dendity of 0.2 and 0.4 g/cm?® for the target
deﬁsity of 0.4 g/cm’, and 0.2 and 0.6 g/cm’® for the target density of 0.6 g'./cm3,) for three seconds.

The temperatures were recorded every two'seconds. The initial steam pressure were 2, 4, and 6
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kgf/cm? ; upper and lower hot-platens were regulated at the same temperature of 160°C, the mat
size was 20 (£ X200X200 mm, and the total pressing time was 3.5 min.
2.1.2 Results and Discussion

A uniform temperature distribution in the middle layer of the mat was observed in the steam-
injection. As the mat plane was symmetric in two directions, the average of twelve spots in one-
forth part of the whole plane is discussed in this paper. The temperature of two spots between
the center and the surface always started increasing earlier than the others. This behavior gave
us a clue for deciding the start of steam-injection.

Fig. 2.2 shows the effects of particle lengths on the temperature behaviors in the middle
layers. The rate of temperature increase after steam-injection becomes less at the length of 50
mm than for other lengths in the case of 2mm wide particles. A remarkable difference was
observed by changing the particle length in the case of 10 mm wide particles. The temperature
increased more slowly with increases of particle lengths. It took more than 3 min to reach the
temperature of 100°C, that is, the temperature for isocyanate resin to cure in a minute. " The

resistance for steam to diffuse in the mat became greater with longer particles. The temperature

(a)
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10m+20mm
£100 o 50nm
(]
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-
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- ) ? Particle thickness 0.3mm
Steam-injection Mat density 0.4g/cm®
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0 | | | |
0 1 2 3 4
150~ (P
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Particle thickness 0.3mm
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0 1 2 3 4

Pressing time(min)

Fig. 2.2. Effect of particle length on temperature behavior of mat core.
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behavior in the case of 80 mm long particles was the same as that in the mat of which the moisture
content before pressing was 11%'”. This means that the steam did not reach the middle layer,
and that the temperature increased by heat conduction. ‘
Fig: 2.3 shows the effect of the particle thickness on the temperature behavior in the mat.
The rate of the temperature increase is greater as the particle thickness.increases after increasing
more than 100°C by steam-injection. " The number of voids seen on the sides of the manufactured
boards: increased by. increasing- particle . thicknesses, when the other two dimensions were

constant. It seems that these voids have an influence on the rates of temperature increases.

Wsnr-

. ~100
5; Particle
5 thicknesses
s —:0.3mm
2 ~—==:0.6 mm
E 50 —-—--: 0.9 mm

Particle length: 20 mm
Particle width: 2 mm

Steam-injection * Mat density: 0.4 g/em®
(3 s) started .
| I | ]
0
0 (b) B ? 3 . 4.
150 = Particle length: 80 mm .

Particle width: 10 mm
Mat density: 0.4 g/em’®

V-l
e i
[+ |
3 18
w H
g "! Particl
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(.‘-E’ %0 =5 ; thicknesses
. ——: 0.3 mm
TSteam-injection -=—-:0.6 mm
(3 ) started- —-—--:0.9 mm
| - | { I}
0 -
0 1 2 3 4

Pressing time (n‘iin)

Fig. 2.3. Effect of particle thicknesses on temperature behaviors of mat
cores.

Fig. 2.4 shows the effects of mat densities at injection on thevtcmpcrature behaviors in the
middle layers. In the case of 0.4 g/cm® density board, the témp'érature started increasing at the
moment that steam was injected, whereas in 0.6 g/ ¢m® dehéity board, the start of temperature
increase was delayed. In the latter, there was a time lag in the case of the 0.2 g/cm® mat density
at injeétion. This may have been due to the fact that it is more difficult for steam to flow in a mat

with a greater ‘thickness in spit¢ of the same mat density. It took about 15 s before the

— 99 —
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Fig. 2.4. Effect of mat density at temperature behaviors of mat core.

temperature in the middle layer started increasing when steam was injected at the mat density of
0.6g/cm®. The maximum temperature achieved by steam-injection was greater in the case of
0.6 g/cm® density board because of greater steam pressure in the mat.

The effect of the initial steam pressure also was examined. However, no apparent
differences of temperature behaviors were seen in the range of 2 to 6 kgf/cm® initial steam

pressure.

2.2 Effects of particle geometry on the gas permeabilities of boards””

2.2.1 Experimental
Measurements of air permeabilities of boards

Under the same conditions as those of the temperature behavior experiment, two boards with
dimensions of 10X 340X 340 mm were produced for each level of particle geometry and pressing
condition. That is, the mat density at injection was 0.2 and 0.4 g/cm” for the target density of 0.4
g/cm3, and 0.2 and 0.6 g/cm?’ for that of 0.6 g/cmg, the steam-injection time was three seconds,
and the initial steam pressure were 2, 4, and 6 kgf/ cm®.

Adhesive used was an isocyanate compound resin, UL-4811 formulated by Gunei Kagaku
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Kogyo Co. Ltd. Acetone was added at 20% based on resin solids to reduce the viscosity of the
adhesive. The resin was sprayed on the particles (having a moisture content of 12‘70) using a
drum-type rotary blender by means of an airless gun. The resin content was 10% of the resin
- solids/dried particle weight. Hand- formed partlcle mats were pressed in a hotpress ‘with the
temperature of 160°C. Both top and bottom surfaces of the partlcle mats were covered with
porous glass-fiber reinforced Teflon sheets 50 as to prevent the mat from sticking to the platens.
The total pressing time was 1.5 min. :

The sample boards weré conditioned for two weeks at 20 C and 65% RH, followed by the
cutting of test specimens .for use in measurmg the air. permeability.

Fig. 2.5 shows the system® for ‘measuring air permeability. The specimens were
rectangular blocks, 100X 10X 10mm, for measuring the air permeability in the direction
horizontal to the heat platens and three to five piled cubes with each having a size of 10X 10X10
mm for measuring in a vertical direction. Before starting the measurements, the sides of each
specimen were covered with plastic film. Then, each specimen was inserted into a plastic tube to
prevent the leakage of air.  Air was ﬂoWed through the specimens from the end by a micro-feeder
at the flow rate of 4.80 X 1073 t0 1.78 X"lOfQ cm ™ %/s, and the pressure was measured at a steady
state. The permeability. was estimated "by the following equation of Darcy’s law:

k=(QPL)/(4PAP) | | (19)
where, k,: air permeability; cm® (air)/cmatms, '

Q: volumetric flow rate, cm/s, N

P: air pressure, atm,

- L: length of the spécimen in the flow direction, cm,
AP: air pressure difference between the specrmen edges, atm,
"A: cross- sectlonal area of the speamen, cm,

P average air pressure of the spec1men atm.

Pressufte gauge

S-ams | é size mé}lzo;'mn
100X 10X 10mm

Same le size.(Vertical)
10><10v><lv0mm X5

Micro—feeder

Fig. 2.5.. System for measuring air' permeability. -

2.2.2 . Results and discussion

Air permeabilities of boards .
‘. Fig. 2.6 shows the effects of particle lengths-on the air permeability.. The air permeability



Harta : Heat Flow in Mat and Board Properties under Steam-injection pressing

Particle thickness
3000 0.3mm

i Board density 0.4 g/cm?
172}

: H: Horizontal

=] I

® 2500 Vi Vertical

g 2000 - Particle
m@ width
3 1500 - O: 2nn

"3 H A 10mm

2 1000 - 0

o

| At

5 500 v e A— H
S &‘O\w T
g ol o .

10 2 30 40 50 60 70 80
Particle length(mm)

Fig. 2.6. Effect of particle length on gas permeability of boards.
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Fig. 2.7. Effect of particle thicknesses on gas permeability of boards.

decreased with increases of the particle lengths when the particle thicknesses and widths were
constant. It decreased as well with increases of the widths at the same length. The air
permeability in the horizontal direction was always greater than in the vertical direction. Fig.
2.7 shows the effects of the particle thicknesses on the air permeabilities. The air permeabilities
of both horizontal and vertical directions tended to increase with increases of the particle
thicknesses.

These results of the air permeabilities of boards well explains those of the experiment on
temperature behaviors through the particle mats during steam pressing.

Fig. 2.8 shows the effect of the mat densities at injection on the air permeabilities of
manufactured boards. The air permeabilities of boards were independent of the mat densities at
injection. This may have been due to the fact that permanent paths are not formed by steam
injection and that the injected steam diffuses through the paths between the particles which
already existed because if any paths had been formed by the steam-injection, there should have
been influences on the air permeability of the boards produced by changing the injection timing.

Fig. 2.9 shows the effects of board densities on air permeabilities. The greater the board

density, the less the air permeability. The air permeability was remarkably greater at the CR of
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Fig. 2.8. . Effect of mat density at injection on gas permeability of boards.
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Fig. 2.9. Effect of board density on gas permability of boards.

0.75..This may have been due to the fact.that the resistances against the steam flows in.the mats
become:less because the voids among particles increased with decreases of CRs.  As the range of
the vertical line is greater in the figure, the air permeability for the horizontal direction appears to
be equal to that for the vertical direction at a 0.6 g/cm® board density; however, in fact, the former -
was about 25 times as great as the latter. Boards with a greater CR always have lower air
was about 25 times as great as the latter. - Boards-with a greater CR always have lower air

permeabilities. The ratios of air permeabilities in horizontal and in vertical directions are 3—400,

depending on ‘the particle sizes .and CRs.

Fig: 2.10 shows the effects of the initial steam pressures on. the air permeabilities of boards.
With increases of the steam pressures, the air permeabilities of boards in a horizontal direction
decrease, whereas that in a vertical one increase.. Thus the difference of the permeabilities in the
two directions decrease. This may.be dué to the fact that wood particles deform non-elastically
by the injected steam, and the contact area of each particle becomes greater. - This result
suggests.the possibility of developing products with more uniform -and with greater dimensional

stabilities by injecting steam with greater. pressures.
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Fig. 2.10. Effect of steam-injection pressure on gas permeability of boards.

Multiple regression analysis®®

The influences of the particle geometry and the timing of the injection on air permeability
were analyzed by multiple regression analysis. The program used was “micro-CDA” ‘developed
by Professor T. Haga. In this program, degrees of freedom double adjusted coefficients of
determination are used for the standard of the selection of variables, and a stepwise regression
procedure also is used. The obtained equation by this analysis is as follows:

kpn=1,1100—4,540w+ 531,450t + 700w-!

—63,300¢+ 1.1 exp (15.42—7.32CR) — 14,252 (20)
kg0 =5901— 260w + 163,460t
—20,300/-t+1.14 exp (13.87—8.12CR) — 4,915 (21)

l-snl], kpo: gas

where £,,: gas permeability in the horizontal direction [em® (air)-em™'atm™
permeability in the vertical direction [cm® (air)-cm™'-atm™'s~'], [: particle length [cm], w:
particle width [cm], ¢: particle thickness [cm], and CR: compaction ratio.

When a linear regression equation with only variables of length, width, and thickness of
particles, the degrees of freedom double adjusted coefficients of determination are less for both
directions. By adding the predictor variables of w-/, It and CR to Eq. (20), and /-t and CR to Eq.
(21), each of the degrees of freedom double adjusted coefficients of determination show the large
values of 99.6% and 99.7%, respectively. Thus, the diffusion phenomena of air in mats can be
interpreted as follows : air, not only move linearly, but also diffuse in two dimensions through
between the particle surfaces. It may be concluded that the steam diffusion in the whole mat is
the phenomena that is resulted from the repetition of the diffusion among particle surfaces in two
dimensions.

Egs. (20) and (21) are valid only under the conditions of this experiment. However, it is
important to predict the air permeabilities of boards in extreme conditions in developing new
materials. When both the equations are valid out of the range of this experiment and each
material is very small, such as powder,‘ then

k<O (I, w, t—0),
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kp<(l, w, t—0).
On the other hand, when ¢ is a constant, and [ and w are greater such as in sawn boards, it is
obvious from the signs of Eqgs.(20) and (21) that the next relationships should be held:
" k<0, -
kp<O. : :
Therefore, it is predicted that the air permeabilities approach 0 in either case of much smaller

or greater particle sizes.

2.3 Summary '

Each of seven types of Japanese red pine particles with different dimensions, strictly
controlled for length, width, and thickness, was prepared in order to investigate the temperature
behavior in the mat, and the air permeability of the boards with speciﬁc gravities of 0. 30—0 60.
The variables 1nﬂuenc1ng the temperature behav1or in the mat by steam- mJectlon press is dlrectly
related to, the air permeablhty of mats The air permeablhty of the boards in the horlzontal
,dlrectlon to the heat platen is always hlgher thani m the vertlcal direction. A functional equatlon
with a hlgher coef’ﬁaent of determlnatlon that explams the air permeablhty is obtained by a
multiple regression analysm Itis mferred that the temperature increase in the mat result from

the repetition of the steam diffusion among partlcles in two dlmensmns

Chapter 3 Physical and Mechanical Propertles of Particleboard Produced by

Steam-injection Pressmg

In the production of boards with the steam-mjectlon pressing, the productlon factors
'auch as ln_]CCtIOIl time, injection tlmlng, pressmg t1me and the way how steam diffuse i m the
mat are important because they demde the properties of final products ‘_

In the prev1ous chapter, the mechanism of heat flow in the mat was discussed and the
effects of partlcle geometry, CR and pressmg conditions of the steam-mjectlon on the
temperature behaviors in the mat and the air permeablhtles of the boards.

In this chapter, ﬁrstly the effect of 1nJectlon timing and 1nJectlon time on physmal
' propertles of boards are exammed “Secondly, 20-mm—th1ck lsocyanate bonded
partlcleboards were manufactured with various total press time under the obtamed
conditions and then the effect of total press time on physical propertles of boards were
examlned Finally, the phys1cal and mechamcal properties of boards produced with

various partlcle size and pressing conditions.

3.1 Effect of steam-injection time and tlmmg on board properties®!
3.1.1  Experimental :

Raw materials used were Seraya (Shoren spp.) end-logs with:an air dry density of 0.4
g/cm®.  Chips of the materials prepared by drum chipper were converted. into flake-type
particles with a knifering flaker (Pallmann PZ-8). The average dimensions of particles
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were 9.1 mm long, 0.28 mm thick and 5.7 mm long, 0.38 mm thick for the experiment on
steam-injection time and for that on injection timing, respectively. One half part of the
particles were dried with a vacuum dryer to about 0% moisture content for steam-injection
pressing, in order to investigate only the influence of injected steam and the remainder was
conditioned to 11% moisture content for conventional pressing.

Resin binder used was an isocyanate compound (IC) adhesive, UL-4800, formulated by
Gun-ei Kagaku Kogyo Co. Ltd. The resin content level was 10% of resin solid, based on
oven-dry weight of particles. To obtain a suitable viscosity of adhesive for spraying,
acetone was added to the IC resin at 20% based on the weight of resin solids. The resin
was sprayed on the particles in a drum-type rotary blender by means of an airless gun.
Hand-formed particle mats were pressed at 160°C. Both upper and lower surfaces of the
mat were covered with teflon coated glass-fiber nets to prevent the mat from sticking to the
platens. Target board densities in an air-dry condition were 0.4 and 0.6 g/cm®, and the
dimensions of the boards were 500X 450X 20 mm.

In the experiment on the effect of steam-injection time, the target steam pressure was 6
kgf/cm?® (160°C) with an effective steam pressure of 4 kgf/cm® (140°C). Steam-injection
time was varied at 3, 10, and 30 s. Steam was injected 30 s after the start of press pressure
build-up. The total pressing-times were 3.5 and 5.5 min for steam injected- and
conventional pressed-board (no steam-injection), respectively.

In the experiment of steam-injection timing, steam was injected in the bulk densities of
0.3 and 0.4 g/cm® for board density of 0.4 g/cm®, and 0.3, 0.4, 0.5, and 0.6 g/cm® for board
density of 0.6 g/cm®. Steam-injection time was 3 s with an effective steam pressure of 4
kgf/cm®.  Total press times were 3 min for all boards.

Specimens cut from the above boards were tested after conditioning for 2 weeks at 20°C
and 65% relative humidity (RH). Modulus of elasticity (MOE) and modulus of rupture
(MOR) both in air-dry and wet conditions, internal bond strength (IB), screw withdrawal
resistance (SW) in air-dry condition and thickness swelling (TS) after a 24-h-water-
immersion were measured according to Japanese Industrial Standard (JIS) A5908. For
the wet treatment in the bending test the specimens were boiled for two hours and then
immersed in water for one hour at a room temperature. Density distributions across
thickness were determined by measuring weight and dimensions of specimens at each of
sanding from the surface to core.

3.1.2 Results and discussion
Effect of steam-injection time 4

Density profiles across thickness of boards produced by conventional and steam-
injection pressing are shown in Figure 3.1. From the Fig. 3.1, it can be understood that
different density distributions across board thickness were produced by conventional and by

steam-injection pressing; In conventional pressing, the density distribution across board
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Distance from center layer (mm)

- Fig. 3.1. Density profiles through the thickness on boards.-

Face

 thickness showed a “U”-shaped distribution with higher density layers near the both surfaces and

a low-density layer in the core. "In steam-injection pressing, however, this distribution was
rather uniform. - In the case of steam-injection pressing, steam was used as a'medium of heat
transfer and it diffuses through the -particle mat much faster than-heat conduction.
‘Consequently, temperature in all parts of particle mats suddenly increased in the very short
time'”?")) and uniform plasticization through the particle mat occurred under high steam
pressure. Wood particles remarkably-'plésticize under an unsteady state of both moisture and
heat. ' ,

. The effect of steam-injection time on density distribution across board thickness was not
significant for 20 mm thick steam-injection pressed-board. This proves that 3-s-steam-injection
gives the uniform plasticization of the whole particle mat.

In the case of conventional pressing, the difference of density between surface and core layers
of particleboards with a density of 0.6 g/cm® is greater than that of 0.4g/cm®. This uniform
density distribution of steam-injection pressed boards across thickness  will give certain
improvement of IB and dimensional stability, but a little decline in bending properties, . as
described in the following paragraph. .

. Figure 3.2 shows the effect of steam-injection time on MOE and MOR of boards under both
dry and wet conditions. The MOE and the MOR of steam-injection pressed boards with a

density .of 0.6 g/cm’ showed a little lower values than those of conventionally pressed boards.

— 30 —
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Fig. 3.2. Relationships between steam-injection time and modulus of
elasticity and modulus of rupture in dry and wet condition.
Legend : The ranges of the mean values show 95% confidence
intervals.

This can be explained by the difference in density distribution across board thickness. Bending
properties of particleboard depend mostly on stiffness and strength of surface layers. Boards
produced by conventional pressing have dense surface layers, which was more favorable for
bending properties than boards with homogeneous density profile produced by steam-injection
pressing. The effects of steam-injection time on MOE and MOR were, however, not significant
for both board densities of 0.4 and 0.6 g/cm®. The bending strength of boards with a dehsity of
0.4 g/cm® showed almost the same value as those of boards produced by conventional pressing in
the same target density.

Furthermore, the figure suggests that a board with a thickness of 20 mm can be produced
with very short steam-injection as 3 s ; namely, 3-s-steam-injection can raise the core temperature
of particle mat to enough level for curing adhesive'”), as predicted in Fig. 2.18.

The relationship between steam-injection time and internal bond strength (IB) is shown in
Fig. 3.3. The IB value of particleboards with a density 0.6 g/cm® produced by steam-injection
pressing were about 20 kgf/cm?, that is, 2 times greater than that of particleboards produced by
conventional pressing. Furthermore, IB values for boards with a density of 0.4 g/cm® produced

by steam-injection pressing showed also a little higher than that of boards produced by
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Fig. 3.3. Relationships. between steam-injection tlme and mternal bond
strength. '
Legend: O, A: Conventional ; @, A : Steam injection. The
ranges of the mean value show 95% confidence intervals.

conventional pressing. A linear correlation between IB and the density in the core layer (which
is usually lower than in the surfaces in hot-platen pressed boards) has been found'®. The results
obtained in this experiment corresponded with the above mentloned report, since the density in
the core of particleboard’ produced by steam-mjectlon pressing is always higher than that of
boards produced by conventional pressmg ‘

In the range of this experlment the screw wnthdrawal resistance (SW) of partlcleboards
produced by steam-injection pressing did not depend on steam-injection time. The SW values of
31 and 72 kgf for board densities of 0.4 and 0.6 g/cm®, respectively, were almost the same as those
of boards produced by conventional pressing.

The relationship between steam-injection time and thickness swelling (TS) is shown in
Figure 3.4. Similar TS values were observed in steam-injection pressed boards and hot-pressed

Air-dry.density
O.4g/cw’ 0.68/cm’

28 (— (@) @  After 2ih of soaking
: AT A After 30 d of soaking < - :
—~ o . ‘M After 2 h of boiling and
520 — o 1 h of soaking
. .
!
o »
7 4=
w
31@. i
2 1 : I. " — — N
< e . S , g
=
F N

' 1 1 L | | J
(o) 15 . 30 .

Injection time (s)

Fig. 3.4. Relationships between steam-injection time and thickiiess
swelling. e
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boards for a density of 0.4g/cm®. On the other hand, the improvement of the dimensional
stability was observed on steam-injection pressed boards with a density of 0.6 g/cm® when steam-
injection time was more than 10 s. Thickness recovery of the dense surface layer formed during

$131% " In other words, the

hot-pressing process seems to have greater influence on the T
steam-injection pressed boards has the uniform density distribution across board thickness and
results in better dimensional stability. High-pressure steam-treatment, also helps the
relaxization of the internal stress which was built up in compressed particles during pressing®?.
As a result, steam-injection pressed particleboards have better dimensional stability than
conventional boards, especially in high density range. Similar trend was observed in the
accelerated aging test with 2-h-boiling or in 30-d-water-immersion.
Effect of steam-injection timing

The effect of steam-injection timing on MOE and MOR under wet and dry conditions is
shown in Fig. 3.5. The effect of steam-injection timing on bending properties was not significant
for board density of 0.4 g/cm® but was significant for board density of 0.6 g/ cm®. The MOE and

the MOR values increased with delayed steam-injection timing. This corresponds with the

tendency that delaying steam-injection timing forms surface layers with higher density.
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¢ A
oo __—
u5§2°° [~ L 0.6 s/cm’
m:‘:° __.——".
2*150 | ’___,__-——-"1
3 T e
= 100 |- i—-—-—"‘.>0A8/cm,
g
el r Alr-dry board density A
3 30 - A——
§R25 N Tk > 0.6 g/cm
Sx20l I—---—: ————— a—————4
“04‘215 B g/. >0.4 g/cm?
w10k 1 _____ *
3
5 &b
§ (. 1 i 1 ]
0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6

Mat density at injection (g/cm’)

Fig. 3.5. Relationships between mat density at steam-injpture in dry and
modulus of elasticity and modulus of rupture in dry and wet
condition.

Legend : @, A : in dry condition ; ll, @ : in wet condition. The
ranges of the mean value show 95% confidence intervals.

Figure 3.6 shows the relationship between steam-injection timing and IB. According to the
above mentioned mechanisms of forming high density surface layer in conventional pressing, later

steam-injection timing would form higher density surface layer and lower density core layer,
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Fig. 3.6. Relatlonshxps between mat densny at steam-injection. and
internal bond strength.

which results in a certain decrease of IB. . However, the effect of steam-injection timing on IB
was not clear on boards with 0.6 g/cm® density as shown in the Figure. This may be due to the
negative effect of precure of adhesive which occurred when steam was injected at lower mat
density. Namely, earlier -injection timing compensates for the effect of higher core density.
The effect of steam-injection timing on TS is shown in Figure 3.7. Later steam-injection
timing gave lower TS values for board density of 0.6 g/cm®. From these experimental results,
steam should injected when bulk density of mats increased up to a certain level where the particles
had enough contact each other. In production of high density boards, greater compaction of
particle mat is needed. Therefore, higher pressure and longer time are necessary to compress the
mat to the target density. However, the press-time is shortened and less energy is required if
steam is injected with an early timing. The economical choice of the injection timing results the
injection at early stage in the press cycle. Considered the balance of these conflicts, the injection
timing is better adjusted when the bulk density of mats reaches at least the compaction ratio of

1.0-1.3.
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Fig. 3.7. Relationships between mat density at steam-injection and
thickness swelling.
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3.2 Effect of particle geometry on board properties®*
3.2.1 Experimental

Prepared materials and the methods of manufacturing the boards are the same as those of the
experiment on the air permeability of boards in Chapter 2*¥.  Each of seven types of Japanese
red pine particles with different dimensions, which are shown in Table 3.1, strictly controlled for
length (/), width (w), and thickness (t), was prepared in producing particleboards with a density
range of 0.3-0.6g/cm’ using an isocyanate compound adhesive under different pressing
conditions. :

Two experimental boards with a size of 10X 340X 340 mm were conditioned for two weeks at
20°C and 65% RH (relative humidity), followed by cutting test specimens for each level of
particle geometry and pressing conditions. The mechanical and the physical properties of the
boards were tested in accordance with Japanese Industrial Standard (JIS) A 5908. These were
the modulus of elasticity (MOE), modulus of rupture (MOR), internal bond strength (IB), and
thickness swelling (TS) after a 24-h-water-soak at 25°C. Statistical analyses of the data were
made to determine the effects of the various factors on the board properties.

3.2.2 Results and discussion

Features of the voids among the particles from side views of the manufactured boards were as
follows : as the particles became longer, more contact between them was observed, and the thicker
the particles, the greater were the voids for both 2 and 10 mm wide particles. The sizes and
distributions of the voids depended very much on the board densities. However, the injection
timing and the initial steam pressure had little influences on the sizes and distributions of the
voids.

Fig. 3.8 shows the effects of /, w, and ¢t on MOR, and Fig. 3.9 shows their effects on MOE.,

(a) (b)
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A O: 2mm ) length
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g Bord density 0.4 g/em?® i
50 | { ] I | [ I L1 !
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Fig. 3.8. Effect of particle configuration on the modulus of rapture.
Note: The ranges of the mean value show 95% confidence
intervals.
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The 0.4 g/cm® air-dry density boards surpassed the Type 200 of JIS in MOR in the case of 50 mm
long, 2 mm wide, and 0.3 mm thick particles. The bending properties tended to increase with
increases of / and with decreases of ¢ (the latter at the length of 20 mm) when the other two
dimensions were constant. This corresponded to the results for conventional boards.
Howevet, ¢ had little influence on the bending properties at the length of 80 mm, and the bending
properties had wide confidence intervals. This may have been due to the inhomogeniety of the
steam diffusion in the mat. - More steam diffuses between the sides of particles than ‘between
upper and lower particle surfaces when the particles are longer. Little difference in MOE

compared to MOR, was shown at the same particle width resulting from less sensitivity in MOE
for board structures.
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. Fig. 3.9. Effect of particle configuration on the modulus of elasticity.
Note: The ranges of the mean value show 95% confidence
intervals.

Fig. 3.10 shows the effect of the particle geometry on the IB. Although the target board
density is as small as 0.4 g/cm3, greater IB value of about 6 kgf/cm? is obtained at 2 mm particle
width, while it is lower _valuerf about 1 kgf/cm” at 10 mm width. = This may attribute to the lesser
air permeability in the case of greater w. In general, the greater the thickness, the greater is the
pressure applied on upper and lower particle surfaces. IB increased remarkably with increases
of t in the case of 80 mm long and 10 mm wide particles. This corresponded to the results of
previous studies?. With increases of , larger voids could be seen in the cross-sections, and the
air permeabilities showed their maximums at 0.9mm particle thicknesses. However, IB
decreased at 0.9 mm thicknesses in the. case of 20 mm long and 2 mm wide particles. These
decreases may have been due to the greater ratio of steam ﬂdwing between particle sides instead of
moving between the upper and lower particle surfaces.

Fig. 3.11 shows the effect of the particle geometry on TS. TS increases with an increase of /.

Although TS has the same tendency in the case of 10 mm long particles as that of previous studies,
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it is almost independent of / in the case of 2 mm particle width. This may have been due to the
inhomogeniety of the steam diffusion as mentioned before.

TS increased with an increase of ¢ in the case of the 20 mm length and 2 mm width particles,
whereas the TS decreased at the thickness of 0.6 mm, and little difference was observed between
the TS at 0.3 mm and that of a 0.9 mm particle thickness. This may have been due to the lesser
bonding strength at the 0.3 mm particle thickness resulting from the lesser air permeability in the
mat.

Fig. 3.12 shows the effects of the mat densities at steam-injection on MOR and MOE. The
larger MOR value of 350 kgf/cm? was obtained for 0.6 g/cm® density board. MOE and MOR

were a little less at the mat density of 0.4 g/cm® at injection in the case of 0.4 g/cm® density board,
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whereas those of 0.6 g/cm® density boards seemed to be independent of injection timings.

Fig. 3.13 shows the effects of the mat.densities at steam-injection on IBs and on TSs. IB
was independent of the mat density at injection, whereas it was less at the mat density at injection
for 0.6 g/cm® density board. This result can be predicted from the results of the temperature
behavior in the mat. When steam is injected at a greater mat density, the temperature increases
more slowly because of less air permeability in the case of the 0.6 g/cm® density board. On the
other hand, little difference in temperature behavior was observed for 0.4 g/cm® density board,
because the air permeability of the mat was large enough for the steam to diffuse in the mat at the
smaller density of 0.4 g/cm®:

The same tendencies were observed in the results of TS. The TS of 0.6 g/cm® density board
after a 24'—h'—water-irrlmersioh was greater at the mat density at injection of 0.6 g/cm® because of
lesser bonding strength between particles resulting from the smaller air permeability of the mat.

The effects of the initial steam pressure on.board properties also were investigated.

However, little differences were observed with an initial steam pressure range of 2 to 6 kgf/cm?.
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3.3 Shortening press cycle with steam-injection pressing®”
3.3.1 Experimental

Raw material used was Seraya (Shorea spp.) with an air-dry density of 0.4 g/cm®. Chips of
the materials prepared by a drum chipper were converted into flake-type particles with a knifering
flaker (Pallmann PZ-8). The average dimensions of particles were 5.7 mm in length and 0.38
mm in thickness. Particles were conditioned to 11% moisture content. The adhesive resin
used was an isocyanate compound (IC) resin, UL-4800, formulated by Gun-ei Kagaku Kogyo
Co. Ltd. The resin content level was ten percent of resin solid based on oven-dry weight of
particles. In order to obtain a suitable vicosity of the adhesive for spraying, acetone was added
to the IC resin at 20 percent based on weight of the resin solids. The resin was sprayed on the
particle in a drum-type rotary blender by means of an airless gun. Hand-formed particle mats
were pressed to a board thickness of 20 mm.

In the case of steam-injection pressing, steam was injected for 3 s at mat bulk desnsity of 0.4

g/cm® for both the target board densities of 0.4 and 0.6 g/cm®. The target steam pressure was 6
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kgf/cm? (about 160°C) with an effective steam pressure of 4 kgf/cm? (140°C). The temperature
of the hot-platens was set at 160°C with a press pressure of 5 to 10 kgf/cm?. Totalvpress—timc
were 30, 45, 60, and 120 s for a board_ dénsity of 0:4 g/ cm®, and 30, 60, 90, and 120 s for a board
density of 0.6 g/cm®. The total préss-time was measured from pressure build-up. In the case of
conventional pressing, temperature of platens was set at 160°C. The first stage pressure was set
at 15 to 20 kgf/cm?® for 30 s, and the second stage pressure was set at 5 to 10 kgf/cm? for 2.5, 3.5,
and 4.5 min which correspond to the total press-time 3,4 and 5 min. One board of 500X 400X
20 (#) mm was prepared for each condition mentioned above and for each target density of 0.4 and
0.6 g/cm®. v

Specimens cut from the above were tested after conditioning for 2 weeks at 20°C and 65%
relative humidity (RH). Modulus of elasﬁcity (MOE) and modulus of rupture (MOR) in both
air-dry and wet conditions, internal bond strength (IB), screw withdrawal resistance (SW) and
thickness swelling (TS) were measured according to Japanese Industrial Standard (JIS) A5908.
3.3.2 Results and discussion

The effects of press time on MOE and MOR under dry and wet conditions are shown in Fig.
3.14 and 3.15. The steaméinjecfidn pressed boards- showed no decrease in MOE and ‘MOR
properties both in air-dry and wet conditions for densities level of 0.4 and 0.6 g/cm®, with
reduction of total press time including 3-s-steam-injection down to 30 s and 1 min, respectively.
On the other hand, for the conventional pressing, the press-time can be shortened to 3 and 4 min
for board densities of 0.4 and 0.6 g/cm®, respectively. Delamination of board was observed for
board density of 0.6 'g/cma‘ when press-time were 30 s and 3 min for board produced by steam-
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Fig. 3.14. Relationships between total pressing time and modulus of
elasticity in dry and wet condition. '
Note: The ranges of the mean value show

95% confidence
intervals. ’
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Fig. 3.15. Relationships between total pressing time and modulus of
rupture in dry and wet condition.

Note: The ranges of the mean value show 95% confidence
intervals.

injection and conventional pressing, respectively. The difference in the minimum press-time
with different board densities may be attributed to the difference in internal stress, diffusion
resistance during steam-injection and a rising rate of temperature in the core of mats. The
values of MOE and MOR were similar to each other for the boards with a density of 0.4 g/cm®
produced with both pressing systems. However, higher values of MOE and MOR were
obtained in conventional pressing than in steam-injection pressing in the case of 0.6 g/cm® density
board. This may be due to differences on density distribution across board thickness as

described in the Section 3.1.2.

The relationship between press-time and IB is shown in Fig. 3.16. For board density of 0.4
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Fig. 3.16. Relationships between total pressing time and internal bond
strength.

Note: The ranges of the mean value show 95% confidence
intervals.
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g/cm®, though the IB value did not decrease when press-time.was shortened to 45 s, it began to
decfease at a press-time of 30 s. In the case of 0.6 g/cm3 board density, the margin of press-time
was about 60s. On the other hand, for both boards with densities of 0.4 and 0.6 g/cm® produced
by conventional pressing, this corréqunded with the temperature behavior in the core of particle
mat. The IB expresses the bonding strength of the weakest bonded layers. In other words, it is
a direct measure of curing grade of adhesive in the middle layer when reducing press-time. This
experimental‘result suggested that required press-time using steam-injection pressing was 45 and
60 s for board densities of 0.4 and 0.6 g/cm®, respectively. This corresponds to only 1/5 to 1/6 of

Conven- Steam-
tional injec-

100 ’ . B tion

-~ e O @ - density 0.4 g/cw?

% A A density 0.6 g/cm’

o 80 .

g ’ Surfaces

e /L*_i_\‘ Surfaces

] A'————z

g 60 |- /*"‘*_ “Sides .

El . Sides ___A

3 S _—

® 40 Surfaces /.A’

E Surfa

v L 2 2 Ewe | - :O [__O__.EB-O

3 20 b e —-8—0 __O——

3 O Sides

193 .

@ ] 1 A 1 I
(o) 1 2 3. 4 5

. Total pressing time (min)
Fig. 3.17. Relationships between total pressing time and screw withdrawal
residence.

Note: The ranges of the mean value show 95% confidence
intervals..
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the press-time necessary for the conventional pressing. The results of this experiment agree well
with the results obtained in the foregoing chapter concerning curing condition of particleboard
adhesive using isocyanate resin®”.

The relationships between SW, TS properties and press time are shown in Figures 3.17 and

3.18, respectively. The results were similar with those obtained in IB test mentioned above.

3.4 Summary

First, the effect of steam-injection time and timing on the physical properties of particleboard
was examined to get the optimum conditions for steam-injection pressing. Owing to the the
difference of the density distribution through the board thickness, the flexure properties of the
greater density boards made with steam-injection pressing had values a little smaller than those
made with conventional hot-platen pressing and their dimensional stability under wet conditions
also tended to increase. The board properties were almost independent of the steam-injection
time. The bending properties tended to increase with the delay of the initiation of the steam
injection in most dense particleboards. This means that sufficient contact between particles
before steam injection was best. In spite of the above results, initiation of the steam injection at
the compaction ratio of 1.0 to 1.3 would be rational for shortening the total press time because a
longer pressing time and a greater pressure were needed to compress the mats to a target density
in the production of boards of greater densities.

Secondly, each of seven types of Japanese red pine particles with different dimensions,
strictly controlled for length, width, and thickness, was prepared in order to produce particle
boards with a density range of 0.3-0.6 g/cm® under different pressing conditions. Mechanical
and physical properties of these boards were determined and the effect of particle geometry and
pressing conditions were discussed. It revealed that particle geometry influenced the way how
steam diffuses into the mat. Based on the experiments conducted, it can be surmised that both
steam diffusion and particle geometry have correlation on the properties of the final products.

Finally, the minimum and:necessary press-time of steam-injection pressed, particleboards
with a thickness of 20 mm using an adhesive and the effect of total press-time on the particieboard
properties were investigated. Steam-injection pressing made it possible to produce

particleboards in only 1/5-1/6 of the press time of conventional hot-platen pressing.

Conclusion

This paper is written in three chapters with the aim of establishing the basic theories of
the steam-injection pressing which is the most effective technology to improve the
productivity of the wood-composite-products, while the effective utilization of low-quality
wood resources is kept in mind.

First, the temperature behavior of the particle mat during hotpressing and steam-

injection pressing was analyzed under various conditions in Chapter 1. With an increase of
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moisture content, the time necessary for the middle layer to reach 100°C tended to shorten,
whereasthe time to maintain a constant temperature (about 100°C) was prolonged in the
case of hotpressing. The temperature in the middle layer of a mat with a higher moisture
content in the face layers increased more than that of a mat with a uniform distribution of
moisture content. In the case of steam-injection ‘pressing, the temperature in the middle
layer of the mats immediately increased to a specific degree decided by injection pressure
and the characteristics of mats at the moment of steam-injection, and maintained a constant
leuel during steam- injection After stopping steam-injection, the temperatureldecreased a
l1ttle and then started to rise again. The rates of temperature increase in the middle layers
of mats were 1ndependent of th1ckness m01sture content and dens1ty in the range of the
experlmental conditions. ‘

Secondly, the temperature dlstrlbutlon in partlcle mats durmg steam-injection pressing
was numer1cally analyzed with the finite element method under various conditions in this
Chapter Calculated results agreed comparatlvely well with the observed results, which
proved that the analyt1cal theory was useful to predict the temperature behavior of particle
mats durmg hotpressmg and steam- anCCtIOH pressmg In steam-injection pressing, with
mcreases of mat thickness, the 1nject10n time necessary for ralsmg core temperature up to
100°C gradually increased. For example it will take about 8 s for the core temperature ofa
IOOO-cm-thlck mat, to reach 100°C.

The temperature behavior in the mat and the air permeab1l1ty of the boards were
investigated in Chapter 2, using each of seven types of particles with different d1mens1ons
strictly controlled for length width, and thickness. The variables mﬁuencmg the
temperature behavior in the mat by steam-1nJect10n press was directly related to the air
permeabllmes of mats. The air permeabilities of the boards in the horlzontal direction to
the heat platen was always higher than in the vertical direction. A functional equation with
a h1gher coefficient of determination that explains the air permeabilities was obtained by a
multiple regression analysis. It was 1nferred that the steam diffusion in the mat result from
the repetition of the steam. movmg among particles in two dimensions.

First, the effects of i 1n_]ect10n time and injection timing of high-pressure steam from hot
platens on the phyéical properties of particleboards using an isocyanate-compound
adhesives were investigated and the optimum conditions for steam-injection pressing was
determined in Chapter 3. Owing to the difference of the density distribution through the
board thrckness the flexure properties of the greater density boards made with steam-
1nject1on pressing had values a little smaller than ‘those made with conventional hot-platen
pressing and their dimensional stability unider wet conditions also tended to increase. The
board properties were almost independent of the steam-injection time. The bending
properties tended to increase with the delay of the initiation of the steam injection in most

dense particleboards. This means that sufficient contact between particles before steam

_4,4__
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-injection was best. In spite of the above results, initiation of the steam injection at the
compaction ratio of 1.0 to 1.3 would be rational for shortening the total press time because a
longer pressing time and a greater pressure were needed to compress the mats to a target
density in the production of boards of greater densities.

Secondly, this chapter showed the experiment where each of seven types of Japanese red
pine particles with different dimensions, strictly controlled for length, width, and thickness,
was prepared in order to produce particleboards under different pressing conditions,
mechanical and physical properties of these boards were determined, and the effect of
particle geometry and pressing conditions were discussed. It revealed that particle
geometry influenced the way how steam diffuses into the mat. Based on the experiments
conducted, it can be surmised that both steam diffusion and particle geometry have
correlation on the properties of the final products.

Thirdly, the effects of pressing time on the physical properties were investigated in this
chapter to find the minimum press time required to produce particleboards using an
isocyanate-compound adhesive with the steam-injection pressing. Steam-injection pressing
made it possible to produce particleboards in only 1/5-1/6 of the press time of conventional
hot-platen pressing.

As mentioned above, it shows in the first part of this study that the steam-injection
pressing fulfilled the requirements for lower density or thicker boards. The temperature
behavior of particle mats during pressing was then investigated from the experiments and
the computer simulation. It was made clear that this technology made it possible to
produce boards with excellent properties and will improve productivity. The results of the
experiment on the effects of particle geometry on air permeabilities will offer useful
information in the development of a full scale continuous steam-injection press as well as the
potential of the applied process of the steam-injection pressing in the production of wood
composite products.

It follows from what has been said that this study would give us a deeper significance
because the purpose of this research is the effective utilization of lower quality wood and the
effective production of value-added functional materials with saved energy in order to face
the inadequate supply of wood and its subsequent adverse effect on wood quality.

In relation to this study, many interesting subjects are still left and these are as follows :
The development of new and thick wood composite products; The development of a full
scale continuous steam-injection press; A study on the improvement of the dimensional
stability and endurance of the products ; and a study of the board production with applied

technology of the steam-injection pressing; and so on.
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