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AgrarianRelationsinaRajasthanVillage

SumieNAKATANI

1.Introduction

TheaimofthisarticleistodescribeagrarianrelationsinaRajasthanvillage
andtoaskhowpositionsoffarmersintheproductionrelationsinfluencetheir
power , behavior ,andchoices.1 Economicrelationsinagrarian-basedsocietiesin
Indiahavebeenstudiedfromthreedifferentapproacheswhichresultedfrom
differentviewsofclassstructure. Tomakeclearthepointsofdifferenceinthese
approaches , Ibeginwithareviewofthedifferentinterpretationsofclass
structureingeneral.
Ossowskiclassifiesvarioustypesofinterpretationofclassstructureintothree
mainschemes. Thefirstoneiscalled“ scheme ofgradation" , thesecondone
“dichotomic schemeぺand thethirdone “functional scheme"(Ossowski1963).
Classdivisioninthefirstschemeisconceivedasadivisionaccordingtothe
degreeofaqualitytreatedasacriterion , e.g. , amountofincome. Societyis
perceivedintheformofastratifiedsystemofthreeormoreclasses ,ofwhicheach
ishigherorlowerthantheotherinsomerespect. Theboundariesbetween
classesareunclear ,onepasseseasilyfromonetotheother ,andthegroupshave
noreasontofindthemselvesinapermanentstateofconflict.
Inthesecondconception ,twoclassesaretermsofanasymmetricalrelation:
one-sideddependence. Itisusuallyunderstoodassubjectiontosomebody's
power. Thisone-sideddependence , however , canbeinterpretedasmutualdeｭ
pendenceofantagonisticinterests. Twoclassesarecharacterizedbymutually
opposedattributes:dominating-dominated , exploiting-exploited , propertied-

1 ThisispartofalargerstudywhichdealswithpowerineverydaylifeinaRajasthan
village.Howdoespoweroperateinsocialrelationsinthevillage?Whatdoescaste,
class,orgendermeaninpowerrelations?InthisarticleIfocusonagrarianrelations
andaskthemeaningsforfarmersoftheirpositionintheproductionrelations.
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propertylessetc. ThisisaclassicalMarxistviewofsociety.
Thethirdoneassumesthe“ organic" dependenceofeachclass. Societyis
dividedintoacertainnumberofclassesdifferinginaccordancewiththefunctions
whichtheyfulfillinsociallife.Byvirtueoftheirdistinctfunctions ,theclassesare
mutuallyessentialtooneanother , inthesamewayasdifferentoccupational
groupsarenecessarytooneanother. Theclassstructurebasedonthefunctional
schemeformsahierarchyofclasseswhichisdistinguishedfromanygradation ,
sincecertaincategoriesofsocialrolesareinvariousrespectsprivilegedinrelation
toothers.
Theschemeofgradationismainlyfoundinthestudiesofagrarianstructure
donebyeconomists. Classisdefined ,forexample ,bythesizeoflandholdingor
bythescaleofproduction. Thestudiesbasedonthedichotomicview , onthe
otherhand , definetheagrarianrelationintermsofthepossessionofmeansof
productionandtheexploitationoflabor. Whatdefinesclassiswhetherthe
producerexploitsthelaborofothersthroughobtainingprofit , rentorbysome
othermeans ,orwhetherheisself-employed ,orwhetherhe , himself ,isexploited.
ThethirdviewisreflectedinthestudyofcasteanditsdivisionoflaborinIndia.
Thejajmanfsystemhasbeenstudiedbasedonthefunctionalviewoftheagrarian
class.
Eachapproachhasitsadvantagesanditsproblems.Theschemeofgradation
mechanicallydividesclasses. Itsstatisticalgroupingsofclassfacetwokindsof
problems. Theclassboundariesareessentiallyarbitraryandthemodeof
groupingvariesaccordingtotheindicesselected.TheMarxistapproachdoesnot
questionthenatureofsocialrelations. Itmaintainsfromthefirstthattherelaｭ
tionsbetweenclassesareintheiressence ,relationsofconflict. Theremaybe
bothcohesionandcon 丑ict intherelationshipbetweendifferentclasses. The
problemofthefunctionalapproachisthatitdoesnotconsiderthedynamicsof
socialrelations.
Inthefollowingdiscussion ,Itrytounderstandwhatapositioninproduction
relationsmeansforthefarmerandinwhatconditionscohesionandconflictexist
intherelationsofclasses , andIalsotrytoseetherelationsreproducedand
transformedthrougheverydaytransactions. Iwilldescribeagrarianrelationsby
focusingontheunequaldistributionofmaterialresources , butwhatIwantto
stressisthepossibilityof
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Fig.1.LocationofDevapurVillage.

2.DevapuranditsSetting

DevapurisavillagelocatedinthePalidistrictofRajasthan ,thesouthwestern
regionoftheAravalliRangewhichiscalledtheLuniBasinorGodwartract(see
Figure1). ThevillageliesonthebankoftheMithririver ,whichhasseasonal
waterflows.ItrisesintheAravalliRangeandmeetswiththeLuniriver ,theonly
perennialriverofthedeserttractinRajasthan. Theareahasasemi-aridenｭ
vironmentthatplacescertainrigorousconditionsonthesubsistencepatterns
possible. Farmerscanattainadegreeofeconomicsecurityonlythroughan
integrativepatternofcultivationandanimalhusbandry.
Withsomeexceptions ,almosttheentireregion ,nowknownasRajasthan ,was
underthepolitico 晴economic dominanceofRajputrulersandtheirclansmenand
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Table1.CasteStructureinDevapur.

CastesUdtz) “Traditional"Occupations NumbersofHouseholds

1 Rajput Warriors
DeoraRajput Landlordsυagfrdti r) 10
others Ordinaryfarmers 7

2 Rajpurohit Politicaladvisers 8
3 Swami Renouncers 7
4 Chaudhri Cultivators 50
5 Rabari Pastoralists 19

6 Banjara Transporters 25
7 Kumhar Potters 1
8 Chipa Tailors 6
9 Vaishnav/Sant Templepriests 1
10 Daroga Houseservants 8

11 Dholi Drummers 1
12 Megwar/Bhambi Leatherworkers 10
13 Sargra Packhorsemen 17
14 Guru Priestsoflowcastes 6
15 Raw GenealogistsofMegwar 2
16 乱1ehatar/Bhangi Scavengers 2
17 Mina Nightwatchmen 2

TotalHouseholds 182

*OtherBackwardCastes:6, 7, 8,9and10
ScheduledCastes:11, 12, 13, 14, 15,and16
ScheduledTribe:17

kinsmenorganizedunderthejagfrdarfsystem.2 ThewarriorclansofRajput

conqueredtheareasandestablishedprincelystates. Thefiveprincelystatesof

Bikaner , Jaipur , Jodhpur , Kota ,andUdaipurstoodoutandcontinuedtoexistas
distinctivepoliticalandculturalunits. Devapuritselfwasformerlyoneofthe

jagfrestatesgrantedtoaDeoraRajputmanbytheJodhpurState. Thiswas

aroundthreehundredyearsagowhenmembersoftheRajputclancametoinhabit

andrulethevillage.

Devapurhasapopulationof1087in182households. Thereare17different

2 !agfr ,inthecontextofRajasthan ,maybedefinedastheassignmentofrevenueconｭ
ditionalonfutureservice. Thejagfrddn-systemevolvedinRajasthanhascharacｭ
teristicsinwhichjagfrholdersnotonlyhadkinshipwiththekingbutalsophysically
contributedtotheestablishmentofthenewkingdoms(NarainandMathur1990).
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castegroupscharacterizedbyendogamy ,hereditarymembership ,andastyleof
lifewhichsometimeincludesthepursuitofaparticularoccupationdefinedby
casteandwhichisusuallyassociatedwithhierarchicalstatus(seeTable1).
Manyhouseholdsinthevillagearerelatedtoagricultureinonewayor

another ,butonly50percentofthemidentifythemselvesasfarmers. Theother
50percenthavedifferentidentificationslikepastoralists ,templepriests , tailors ,
factoryworkers , etc. ,eventhoughtheygetsomeoftheirincomefromagriculture
andsomeofthemareactuallyinvolvedinagriculturalprocesses.

3.ForcesofProductionintheVillageAgriculture

Intheprocessofmaterialproduction ,resourcesarecombinedbyhumanlabor
withthehelpofdifferenttoolsinaccordancewithcertaintechnicalrulesandorｭ
ganizationalrules. Theforcesofproduction , whichdeterminethesizeofthe
productthatcanbeproducedinagiven , sociallynecessarylabortime , include
resourcesandtechnologyandtheorganizationoflabor.

3.1.Naturalresources:climate ,agriculturalseason ,andsoil
Themostimportantrequisitesofagriculturearewater , air , sunlight ,andsoil.
Thesearenaturalconditionsthatconfrontfarmers ,buttheextentoftheiractual
contributiontoproductionisdeterminedbyagriculturaltechnology. Theavailaｭ
bilityofwaterandthequalityofsoil,tosomeextent ,reflectontechnologyand
laborinDevapur. First ,Iwilldescribenaturalresourcesthataremoreorless
equallydistributedamongfarmers.
Theclimateofthedistrictisonthewholedrywithahotseason. FromMay
throughearlyJuneisthehottestperiodoftheyearandthemaximumtemperaｭ
turessometimereach46ーC. Theperiodfrommid-Junetomid-Septemberis
normallythemonsoonseason. Theaverageannualrainfallinthedistrictis,acｭ
cordingtotheDistrictGazetteer , 472.2mm. Variationsintheannualrainfall
fromyeartoyearareconsiderable. Theshortageofrainfallanditserraticnature
訂emajorproblemsinthe 訂ea. Itissometimeslessandsometimesquiteexcessive
whichhasbeencausingconsiderabledamagetothelocalagriculturalproduction.
Theannualclimaticcycledeterminestheagriculturalseasons. Theagriculｭ
tureseasonstartswiththeonsetofthemonsoon. Thekharfj(autumn)crop10ｭ
callyknownassαwnuisprimarilyrainfed.3 ItissowninJune-Julywiththefallof

3 Theautumncropiscalledkhat ず in HindiandsawnuinthelocalGodwarilanguage.
ThespringcropisrabrinHindianduniiluinGodwari.
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thefirstrainsandharvestedinOctober-November.Theimportantcropsinkharfj
arejowar(greatmillet), gudr , maize , sesame ,etc.Importantrabforunala(spring)
crops ,whicharesowninOctober-NovemberandharvestedinFebruary-March ,
arewheat , barley , raf(rape) , etc. Rabfcultivationisconsideredtobemore
profitablethanthatofkhan]whichdependsonrain.
Thesoilintheareaisshallowandpredominantlyofasandy-loamtype. The
soilinDevapurisclassifiedintothefollowingfourcategories:chahf(irrigatedland
forfoodcrops) ,jaw(irrigatedlandforfodder) , bαranf(unirrigatedlanddepending
onrain) , baηjαァ (unproductivebarrenland). Chahfandjawsupportrabfcropsand
rajga(greengrasssuitableforfodder). Thoselandspermitafamilytoproduce
surplusgrainsandincreaseincomebyraisingcowsandbu 宜aloes. Chahrenables
afarmertoestablishapatternoffarmingwithhusbandryasaself-contained
livelihoodinasemi-aridarea(Rosin1987:82).

3.2.Technology:irrigation , tractors ,seedandfertilizer
Iwilldiscusstechnologicalfactorsthatmakeuseofnaturalresourcesdifferent
foreachfarmer. Amongstagriculturalresources ,themostcriticallyconstraining
resourceinDevapuriswater. Cultivationisnowhighlydependentupontheuse
ofgroundwater. Artesianandtubewellswithelectricalordieselpumpsare
operatinginthevillage.
Overthelastthirtyyears , thewaterlevelinthevillageissaidtohave
decreasedfrom25to90feet. Somefarmerspointouttheover-exploitationof
groundwaterbypumpingmachines ,othersattributethedeteriorationofthewater
leveltoadamconstructedintheupperreachesoftheriverwhichrunsjustbeside
thevillage. Therearelotsofwells ,allofwhichhavebeenusedinthepastbut
eventuallyrandry.4 Farmersneedtoinvestahugeamountofmoneyfortheir
wellstobedeepened. Manyofthemhaveconsidereddiggingnewwells ,butuntil
today ,couldnotaffordtodoit.
Whentheyhavemoneytoinvest ,thefarmersmustbeselectiveandstrategic
indeterminingwhichwellstheywilldeepen ,orwheretheywilldiganewwell.
Morethanafewfarmersfailedtogetwaterdespiteabigexpenditure. For
example ,threehouseholdsofbrotherssharingawelldugbytheirfathermadeit
deepersinceithaddriedupcompletelyovertwentyyears ,butthewaterlevelin
thewelldidnotincrease. Then ,theyduganewwellatacostof200,000 rupees ,

4Accordingtothe1981census,theirrigatedlandinDevapuramountedto491hectares,
butitdecreasedto314.57hectaresin1991census.Inthe1998fieldwork,Ifoundat
least10wellshadrundryinthepast20years.
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butlittlewaterresulted.
Thereareroughlytwotypesofgroundwater. Oneissweetandtheotheris
saline.Theformercanproducemanyvarietiesofcropsandvegetables ,whilethe
latterisusedonlyforwheatandmilletcultivation. Salinewateralsodamagesthe
soilitself. Afteroneharvest ,thelandneedstobekeptfallowforthenexttwoor
threeyearstorecover. Afarmer , therefore ,hastochangeplacesforcultivation
everyyearifthewaterheusesissaline. Sometimes ,heleaseslandadjacenttohis
well , butitisdifficulttosecuresu 伍cient scaleoffallowlandineveryyear.
Normally , hecultivatesone-fourthofhisfieldsinayearandleavestheother
three-fourthsfallow.
Bullockstraditionallysuppliedthemainsourceofener 幻T inploughing ,

threshing ,liftingwaterfromthewell,carryinggoods ,etc. Rossiarguesthatthe
possessionofbullocksdeterminedwhetheracultivatorwastobeatenantora
laborerinpre-IndependenceMarwa 方 (1987 : 110). Bullockswerecapitalequipｭ
mentnecessaryforcultivation. Nowadays , wecanseebullockcartscarrying
fodder , firewood , andothergoodsovershortdistances , butmotorpumpsand
tractorsreplacedtheotherimportantrolesthatbullockshadplayed. Fewerand
fewerfarmersareinterestedinhavingbullocks ,whiletheyareeagertopurchase
tractorsandlorries.
Therearefifteentractorsoperatinginthevillage. Atractorisnowessential
foragriculturalprocessesnotonlyintillingland ,butalsoforcarryinglaborersto
thefield,movingharvestedcropstothemarket ,etc.Non-ownersofatractorask
itsownerstoploughtheirlandforachargeof150rupeesperhour. Sincethe
ownerfirstplowshisownfield,thehiringofatractorincursadelayinagricultural
worktobedonewithinagivenperiod. Asaresult , itreducesagricultural
productivityandraisesagriculturalexpenses.
ThecroppatternismainlydeterminedbytheecologicalconditionsthatI
discussedabove. Againstthefactthatthereisavastbaranf(unirrigatedland)
whichcanbeutilizedforkharifcultivation ,farmersinDevapurarelessinterested
inkhar: σ cult ivation . Aheavyrainmayspoiltheseedssownoradroughtmay
withertheseedlings. Successfulcultivationneedsrainfallattherighttime. The
totalareassowninkharfjcultivationinthe1997-98agriculturalyeararelessthan
half ,comparedwiththoseinrabfcultivationinthesameyear(seeTables2.1&
2.2).
Therabfpr
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Table2.1.CultivatedAreasinKhat ず Crops . (inhectares)

1995-96 1996-97 1997-98

c(irrorpigsatinechdhf&jdw
dland)

立lalze 7.74 2.2% 4.52 1.3% 23.43 6.8%
cotton 2.00 0.6% 3.48 1.0% 3.22 0.9%
vegetable 0.08 oハυ% 0.00 0.0% 0.10 0.0%

(cah)dchufl&tivjadtUe1dareain 9.82 2.9% 8.00 2.3% 26.75 7.8%

(b)fallowinchahf&jaw 334.72 97.1% 336.54 97.7% 317.79 92.2%

chahf&jawintotal 344.54 100.0% 344.54 100.0% 344.54 100.0%

c(IrIIoIp-isrriingabtaefddnlafnd)

bajra 0.0 0.0% 2.89 0.0% 1.85 0.4%
mung 1.00 0.2% 3.69 0.2% 10.37 2.0%
sesame 8.35 1.6% 16.54 1.6% 24.78 4.7%
pωf 2.32 0.4% 0.00 0.4% 14.12 2.7%
Jowar 33.47 6.3% 92.74 6.3% 113.81 21.6%
others 0.00 0.0% 0.64 0.0% 4.90 0.9%

(c)cultivatedareainbaranf 45.14 8.6% 116.50 8.6% 169.83 32.2%
(d)fallowinbaranf 482.26 91.4% 410.90 91.4% 357.57 67.8%

baranfintotal 527.40 100.0% 527.40 100.0% 527.40 100.0%

(ina+hhcu)tfoftalcultivatedarea 54.96 6.3% 124.50 14.3% 196.58 22.5%

(b+d)fallowintotal 816.98 93.7% 747.44 85.7% 675.36 77.5%

cultivationlandintotal 871.94 100.0% 871.94 100.0% 871.94 100.0%

Tabel2.2.CultivatedAreasinRabfCrops. (inhectares)

1995-96 1996-97 1997-98

cropsinraMcultivation

wheat 122.03 30.1% 65.20 21.3% 85.00 19.4%
barley 3.68 0.9% 13.58 4.4% 7.00 1.6%
raf(rape) 275.23 67.9% 224.30 73.3% 343.00 78.3%
rajga(grass) 4.25 1.0% 2.93 1.0% 3.00 0.7%

(a)totalcultivated 405.19 100.0% 306.01 100.0% 438.00 100.0%areainrabf

(b)chahf&jawintotal 344.54 344.54 344.54

percentageof(a)to(b) 177.6% 88.8% 127.1%
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varietiesofseedwhichneedchemicalfertilizers , i.e.,ureaandDAP(diammonium
phosphate). Theytakealoanforseed ,fertilizerandotheragriculturalinvestｭ
mentsfromacertainbrokerinthemandf(cropmarket). Theloanisconditioned
onsellingtheircropstohimaftertheharvest.
Itisoftensaidthattheuseofchemicalfertilizersmadetheirsoilkamzor(less
fertile). Theystresstheimportanceoftraditionalmanure , whichcomesfrom
cattle. Thedungofsheepandgoatsisconsideredthebestandmostpowerful
manure. Nomally ,farmersdonotraisegoatsandsheep;theirdungispurchased
frompastoralfamiliesincashorinexchangeforcrops. Oncemanureisapplied
toa:field ,itiseffectiveforthreeyearsofcultivation. Ureaisgoodforsixmonths
andDAPisgoodfortwoyears. Ureamakesthesoilhard ,whileDAPmakesit
soft. Thus ,itissuitabletouselessureaandmoreDAPforthesoilinDevapur ,
butthevillagefarmersusetheminreverseproportion. Thisispartlybecause
DAPiscostlyandpartlybecausetheyhavelessknowledgeofit.

3.3.Labororganization
AftertherabfharvestinApril ,farmershavelittleagriculturalactivity. Inthe
leanseason , theycarryoutpreparationsforcultivation:spreadmanure , repair
tractors ,makehedgesaround:fieldswithboughs ,etc.Spreadingmanurerequires
teamwork. Allofthefamilyandrelativesincludingmemberswhoareusually
engagedinotheroccupationsworktogether. Theex てjagfrdii r farmershire
laborersforthetask. Anotherimportantworkinthisseasoniswelldeepening.
Alayerlessthanfortyfeetconsistsofstone. Thewellisdeepenedbybreaking
thestonebyelectricexplosionsandremovingitmanually.5
Cultivationstartsafterthe:firstrainwithploughingandsowing. Theseare
men'stasks. Afewfarmersuseaseeddrill ,whilemostofthemthrowoutseeds
byhand. Kharfjcropsdonotneedwatering. Providingwaterforrabfcropsin
thegrowingstageismen'swork. SincewaterresourcesarescarceinDevapur ,
waterissometimessentto:fields:fivekilometersawayfromawellinwhichwater
isavailable. Thefarmermakesalongearthenchannelrunacrossseveral:fields
fromthewell. Hemustkeepaneyeonthechannelwhenhegoestothe:fieldand
returns ,otherwiseacowmaysitdownandpreventwater 宜owing orthechannel
maybreakatsomepoint. Duringtheseason ,amanspendswholenightsinthe

5Oneexplosioncosts2,000rupeesandbreaksstoneonefootdeep.Stoneappearsat40
feetinthearea.Itcosts120,000rupeestobreakstoneanddiganother60feet.Inｭ
eludinglabor,ifhired,thetotalamounttodiga100-footdeepwellisabout200,000
rupees.

115



S.NAKATANI

fieldwatchingcropssotheyarenoteatenbyanimals. Recently , farmershave
beensufferingalotfromdamagesbybluebulls , locallycallednilgaiorraj.
Weedingisfemalework.Wagelaborersarehiredinthelargerfieldsforthistask.
Harvestingandthreshingaremixedmale-femaletasksinwhichafewmen
worktogetherwithagroupofwomen. Exceptforwivesanddaughtersofthe
farmers ,allwomenarehiredlaborers.Inthisseason ,utilizationofthelaborforce
reachesthepeakandlabordemandsexceedsupplies.Farmershavedi 血culties in
hiringenoughlaborers. Thelocalagentscollectingthemplayanactiverole.6

Thesheavesofacroparecutwithsicklesbythewomenandthemenbundlethem.
Inthreshingofraf(oilseed) ,amangetsthetractortorunoverthecroponthe
threshingfloor,whileamechanicalthresherisusedforgrains. Combinesarenot
usedinthevillagebecausetheywastechaff,whichservesascattlefodder. Then
thegrainisthreshed ,andahaystackofchaffisbuiltatthesideofthefield.
Winnowingismainlydonebythefamilylaborconsistingofbothmenand
women. Afterwinnowing , amoundofgrainisbuiltontheharvestgroundto
dividethegrainintofiveshares(hissaorbhag):oneforland ,twoforwater ,another
onefortractorandseed ,andthelastoneforhumanlabor. Inkharifcultivation ,
thecropsaredividedintothreesharesthatexcludewater ,becauseitisrainfed.
Thedividingofgrainislocallycalledlataanditisakindofritual.Eachowner
ofthefiveshares , e.g. , landowner , water-owner , etc. , attendstowatchit.7 A
specialmaniscalledtomeasureanddividethegrain. Hestandsonthegrain
heap. Ateamoffarmersfillstheirbowlswiththegraininfrontofhim ,andthen
heflattensapileofthegrainineachbowlwithasimpletool. Theykeepthose
bowlsofgraininoneplaceandgobacktothegrainheapwithemptybowls.
Whenthisprocessisrepeatedfivetimes ,fivesmallerheapsarebuiltindifferent
places. Themanwhoflattensthebowlssingsasongtellingwhichnumberof
bowlstheyarefilling. Aslongasthemaingrainheapremains ,lataisrepeated.
Thefinalworkistofillthedividedgrainintobagsandtakethemtoeach

owner ‘shouse. Somefarmersimmediatelyselltheircropsinthemarketsoasto
repaytheiragriculturalloantakenatthebeginningofcultivation. Interestis
compoundedeverymonth. Othersstorethecropsandsellthemwhentheprice

6 Thelocalagentsaremainlymiddleagedwomenwhothemselvesworkasagricultural
laborers.Eachagentisconnectedtoaparticularsupervisingfarmer. Inreturnfor
collectinglaborersinharvestingforhim, shegetsnoextrapaymentbuthisfavor,
whichwillworkforherconvenienceinfuture.
7 Productionrelationsaredifferentineachfield. Landandwatermaybelongtothe
sameowner. Ashareforthetractorandseedbelongstothepersonwhopaidthe
expensesofploughingandsowing.
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mcreases.

4.RelationsofProductionintheVillageAgriculture

Therearebroadlyfourdifferentwaysinwhichpeopletakepartinagriculture
inDevapur. Thefirstwayistosuperviseagriculture(khetfsambhalna)without
engaginginanymanualwork.Farmersinthiscategoryemploysharecroppersby
contractfortheagriculturalyear. Thedetailsofthecontractsvaη T ineachreｭ
lationbetweenownersandsharecroppers , butthebasicruleintheareaisthat
harvestedcropsaredividedintothreesharesinkh 似てfandfivesharesinrabf:one
forland ,twoforwater ,anotheronefortractorandseed ,andthelastoneforlabor
(seeSection3.3). Normally ,asupervisingfarmersupplieshissharecropperwith
land , water ,atractor ,seedandfertilizer. Thus ,theshareofthesharecropperis
onlyone 岳fth ofthewholeharvest. Whenthecultivationscaleisbig , asuperｭ
visingfarmerkeepsseveralsharecroppers. Then ,one-fifthoftheharvestedcrop
isagaindividedamongallthesharecroppers. Thissystemofdividingharvested
cropsiscalledbhageddrf8andthesharecroppingiscalledbhawm:finthelocal
language.
Thesecondwayistoengageinactualagriculturalwork. Thisiscalled
khudkasht (self 圃cultivation) andthefarmersunderthis category 訂e called
kashtkdr(cultivators). Amongthemthereareafewfamiliesinthevillagewho
cultivatetheirownlandwiththeirownwater. However ,thisisnotacommon
practice ,becausewaterisscarceintheareaandmanyfamiliesofcultivatorsdo
nothaveenoughwaterforirrigationoftheirland. Eveniftheyhavewater
resources ,thosewhohavesalinewaterneedtochangeareasforcultivationevery
year. Manyfamiliesofcultivatorstakeineitherlandorwater , orbo 出， on 出e

basisofthebhdgedarfsystem.Whenafarmercultivatesanother'slandunderthis
system ,heissaidtoconductbhawa げofthelandowner ,butthereisabigdifference
betweensharecroppersemployedbysupervisingfarmersandthosewholeaseland
bythemselves. Thelatter ,maybedescribedasindependentsharecroppersor
tenants ,whomakedecisionsandhaveresponsibilityfortheagriculturalprocess.
Thethirdwayistosimplyletoutlandforcultivationandreceiveone-fifthof
theharvestedcropasrent. Alandownerinthiscategorydoesnothavetoincur

8 Thereisalsoanotherwaytocultivateonother'sland.Itiscalled(hekadiirf(contract)
system. Atthebeginningofcultivation,afarmercontractswithalandownerhow
muchhewillpayforthelanduse.Inspiteofcrop
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anyagriculturalexpensenorgotohisfieldexceptatthetimeoflata(thecrop
dividingritual). Somelandownersinthiscategoryhavenon-agriculturaloccuｭ
pations ,butothersarealsofarmersthemselves. Sincetheydonothaveawater
resourceandtheycannotcultivatetheirownland ,theylendittosomeonewhocan
managewater.
Thefourthwayistoworkasanagriculturalwagelaborerhiredforweeding ,
harvestingandthreshing. Mostagriculturallaborersarewomenbecausemen
demandhigherwagesthanwomen. In1998,womenlaborersintheareawere
normallypaid35-40rupeesperday ,whilemenwerepaid50-60rupees.Itshould
benotedthattheyarehiredbycultivators , notbylandownersnorbywater
owners. Underbhagedtirfcultivation , theexpenseforagriculturallaborersis
bornebythesharecroppers.
Thesedifferentwaysofparticipationinagriculturedonotdividethepeople
intodistinctgroups. Inmanycases ,onepersonengagesinagriculturethrough
morethanoneroute. Forexample ,acultivator(A),whohaslandbutdoesnot
havewater ,maybeemployedasasharecropperbyasupervisingfarmer(B)and
hislandwithoutwatermaybeletouttoanothercultivator(C)whohasawellnear
hisfield. Inthiscase(A)isdoingbhaw αげ of (B)and(A)is,atthesametime ,a
landownerof(C). Thecultivator(C),whoisdoingbhawa げ of (A)willhirewage
laborersforharvesting , buthemayalsoworkforwagelaborinotherfieldson
differentdays.
Thereis, however ,aneconomichierarchyamongthepeoplewholivemainly
byagriculture.Correspondingtotheformofappropriationofsurpluslabor ,there
isaparticularformofownershipoftheforcesofproduction. Iwilldescribe
theformsofownershipandcontrolofthemainforcesofproductioninDevapur
agriculture , i.e. , land , water ,andtractors ,andthenaskhowdifferentpeopleare
relatedtooneanotherintheproductionprocess.

4.1.Land
Aremarkablerelationshipwithcasteisfoundinthesizeoflandholdings.
Table3showsapatternofthedistributionofagriculturallandamongdifferent
householdsinthevillage.Twelvehouseholdsofex ゴα gfrdarRajput9controlmore
than29percentofthetotallandownedbythevillagepeople. Someoftheirland
wasallottedinlandreformstothefamiliesofChaudhriandDarogawhowere

9 Therearetenhouseholdsoftheex-jagfrdiirRajputinthevillage,andtwosisterswho
marriedoutalsohavelandinDevapur. Thesetwohouseholds,thoughtheydonot
belongtothevillage,arehereincludedhereinthestatisticaltables.
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actualcultivatorsoftheland.lー Someoftheirlandwassoldoverthecourseof
time ,buteachofthemstillownhundredsofbfghasofland.
MostoftheChaudhriandDarogafamiliesownagoodamountoflandexcept

forthreelandlesshouseholds.ll Thereisahierarchicaldifferenceinthesizeof

holdingsamongthecasteitself. Thisisexplainedbythefactthatsomefamilies

purchasedlandrecentlyinadditiontothelandwhichwasallottedinlandreforms ,
aswellasduetofamilydivisionsofland.

Rajpurohit , Swami , andBanjaraaretraditionallandholders. A certain
amountoflandwasgiventothecasteasawholebythemαharaja (stateking)or
bythethakur(villageking)forreligiousgifting.12 ThelandownedbyRajpurohit

andSwamihasbeendividedintosmallpiecesfromgenerationtogeneration ,while
thelandofBanjaraisregisteredastemplelandandisexemptfromtaxation. In

Table3,forstatisticalpurposes ,IdividedthelandofBanjaraintopiecesaccording
totheproportioninwhichthecropsfromthelandaredividedamongthehouseｭ
holds.

SomeofthepastoralRabarifamiliesinvestinagriculture ,butmostofthem
engageinnon-agriculturaloccupations. Thus , theirtotalholdingsaresmall.
Theservicecastes , i.e. , Chipa , Kumhar ,andVaishnavaremoreorlessinasimilar
situation.Inthepぉt ，theyengagedintraditionalservicesforwhichtheyreceived

annualpa 戸nents ofcropsfromthevillagefarmers. Somestilldependonthe
traditionalservices ,othersdonot. Nonehassu 血dent landtosupportafamily.
About40percentoffamiliesofthelowercasteswhicharedefinedasschedｭ

uledcastesand 仕ibes islandlessandabout60percentofthemownland. There

10Chaudhrisaretraditionallycultivators. Darogaswereservantsofthehouseholdsof
thejagfrdiir.Womenofthecasteworkedinthekitchenandmenworkedonthefarm.
11Oneofthreelandlesshouseholdsisafamilywhichbelongstoanothervillage. For
somereason,thefamilymovedtoDevapurwhereasisterhadmarried.Theothertwo
訂efamiliesthatarerecentlyseparatedfromtheirfa 出ers ， buttheyhavenotinherited
landyet.
12RajpurohitsareBrahmins,buttheiroccupationisnotafamilypriest. Theyusedto
givereligiousandpoliticaladvicetoathakurinthevillage,orheadofajagfrdiirfamily.
Swamisaretheoldestdwellersinthevillage.Theyhaveamath(monastery)andland
whichissaidtobegivenbythepreviousmaharajanotbytheth
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Table3.DistributionofLandamongHouseholdsinCastes.

landowned(exRゴaajgpfrudt b) (oRrdaijnpaurty) Rajpurohit Swami Chaudhari Rabari Banjara Daroga VE印a四叫刷hma ，rv, SC&ST total(inhectares)

morethan 3 。 。 。 。 。 。 。 。 。 332.01
32.00-16.01 3 1 。 。 3 。 。 。 。 。 7
16.00-12.81 1 。 1 。 2 。 。 。 。 。 4
12.80-9.61 1 1 。 。 4 1 。 2 。 。 9
9.60-6.41 2 2 1 1 10 。 5 1 。 1 23
6.40-3.21 2 3 1 。 12 1 4 1 。 3 27
3.20-0.01 。 。 5 6 16 7 12 4 7 19 76
landless 。 。 。 。 3 10 4 。 1 17 35

total 12 7 8 7 50 19 25 8 8 40 184households
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Table4.DistributionofIrrigatedLandamongHouseholdsinCastes.

landowned
(exRdaajgpfrudtb) (oRrdaijnpaurty) Rajpurohit Swami Chaudhari Rabari Banjara Daroga Vk印au1rSn 刷1h111aa ，rv, SC&ST total(inhectares)

morethan 。 。 。 。 。 。 。 。 。 。 。

32.01
32.00-16.01 3 。 。 。 1 。 。 。 。 。 4
16.00-12.81 。 。 。 。 2 。 。 。 。 。 2
12.80-9.61 。 1 。 。 。 。 。 。 。 。 1
9.60-6.41 3 。 。 。 7 。 1 。 。 。 11
6.40-3.21 1 。 1 。 12 。 5 。 。 。 19
3.20-0.01 3 6 6 。 11 2 。 。 。 1 29
landless 2 。 1 7 17 17 19 8 8 39 118

total 12 7 8 7 50 19 25 8 8 40 184
hoseholds
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is, however ,norealdifferencebetweenthosewhohavelandandthosewhohave
noland ,becausetheirlandisbasicallynotusedforanumberofreasons. Firstof
all,theirlandisunirrigatedandintheneighboringareasthereisnowellfrom
whichtheycandrawwaterfortheirland. Ifitismuchbigger ,theymayinvestin
diggingawell. Ifitislocatedneartheresidentialarea ,theymaycultivateitat
leastinkhat ず. Inthegrowingstage ,cropsneedtobewatchedduringdaysand
nightstopreventanimalsfromeatingthem.Theirlandistoosmallandproduces
toolittletopayforsuchagriculturalexpenseandlabor.
Itisclearthattheownershipoflandanditssizedoesnotexplaintheeconomic
statusofitsowner. AsshowninTables2.1& 2.2 , themainproductionin
Devapurisrabfcropsandamongthem ,thecultivationofrti え akindofoilseed ,is
themostimportantsourceofincomeoffarmersinthevillage. Thus ,itiswater
thatismoredecisivefortheproductionscaleinDevapurwherelandisplentyand
waterisscarce.Inthenextsection ,Iwillexaminetheownershipofirrigatedland
andwells.

4.2.Water
Irrigatedlandincreasesinyieldandpromisesatleastthree-fifthsofthetotal
harvestedcrops:oneforlandandtwoforwater. Toownirrigatedlandmeans
thatafarmerisindependent. Hewilltakeinotherlandifhislandissmall. In
thiscasehemaydependonthelandownerinasense ,butitisratherconsidered
thatthelandownerdependsonhimforcultivation ,becausehemakesdecisions
andassumesresponsibilityintheproductionprocess. Thelandownerwillnot
complain ,evenifthecropyieldinhisfieldislessthanhisexpectation.
Table4showsthedistributionoftheirrigatedlandamongdifferenthouseｭ
holdsinthevillage.Itislocallysaidthat40bfghtis(6.4hectares)ofirrigatedland
enablesafamilytomakealiving. 88percentofvillagehouseholdsownlessthan
40bfghtisofirrigatedland. Supposingagricultureistheonlymeansoflivelihood ,
atotalof162familiesmustworkforothers.
Inanalyzingtheeconomicsituationofafamilywhomainlylivesbyagriculｭ

ture , Table4ismorereliablethanTable3, whichshowstheownershipof
agriculturallandirrespectiveofwaterresources. However ,thescaleofcultivaｭ
tiondoesnotalwayscorrespondtothesizeoftheirrigatedlandholdings. The
waterowner ,ifhehasmorewaterthantheamountnecessaryforthecultivation
ofhisland ,willeitherleaseotherlandorleaseouthissurpluswateronthebasis
ofabhtigeddrfcontract. Whetherhewillleaselandorleaseoutwaterpartly
dependsonthelaborpowerwhichhehas ,andpartlydependsonthesocialrelation
betweenalessorandalessee. Inanycase ,thecultivationscalewillincrease. In
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Table2.2 ,thetotalcultivatedareainrab ぇ intheagriculturalyearsof1995-96and
1997-98 ,isbeyondthetotalareaofirrigatedlandinDevapur. Thisisbecause
someareasofunirrigatedlandareconvertedintoirrigatedland ,supplyingwater
drawnfromwellswhicharesituatedinotherfields.
InDevapur ,therearetwenty-twowellswhichhadwaterin1998andeight
wellsoutofthetwenty-twoareownedbytheex-jagfrdtirhouseholds. Five
householdsofthemsendtheirwatertofieldswherewaterisnotavailable. Inthis
way ,theycultivatetwoorthreehundredb信'h as oflandaccordingtowateravailｭ
abilityandearnaconsiderableamountfromagriculture.Atthesametime ,there
arewaterlesshouseholdsinthesameex-jagfrdtirfamily.
Itshouldbenotedthatthewaterlevelisdifferentineachwellandvariesevery
year. Thus ,theamountoflandwhichisabletobecultivatedvariesaccordingto
thewellandtotherainfallinthemonsoonseason. Furthermore , thelevelof
groundwaterinthevillageisgraduallydecreasing. Thesefactsimplythatthe
ownershipofwaterisuncertain. Forexample ,whenafarmerdigsawellinhis
field,thewaterlevelsofneighboringwellsmaygodown. Ifafarmerinstallsa
powerfulmotorpumptodrawwater ,neighboringwellsmayrundry. Nobody
knowshowwaterflowsundergroundandthewatersupplyalsochangesovertime.
Inthelasttwentyyears ,tenwellsinDevapurwentdryandthirty-eighthouseholds
ofseveralcasteslosttheirwaterresources.
Inadditiontotheamountofwater ,itsquality ,whetheritissweetorsaline ,
determineseconomicsituationsofthehouseholdswhichmainlylivebyagriculｭ
ture.Thegroundwaterinacertainareaclosetotheriversideissweet.Thisarea
ismainlyoccupiedbythe慌て jagfrdti r family ,andmostofthewellswhichsupply
sweetwaterarecontrolledbythefamily. Thereisacorrelation ,thoughitisnot
stable , betweentheownershipofwaterandthecastegroup , whichcannotbe
overlooked.

4.3.Tractors

In1967,aRajputmanintroducedthefirsttractorintoDevapur. Hisbrother
caughtupwithhimimmediately. Forawhile ,tractorsinthevillagewereonlyin
thehandsofex てjag:かda rfamilies. Therewerefivetractorsin1992whenIfirst
visitedthevillage ,butIfoundfifteentractorsin1998,eighttractorsoutofwhich
wereownedbynon-Rajputfamilies. Asecondhandtractorwithalorrycosts
50,000 to80,000 rupees. Somefamiliesalsoinvestinotherimplementslikea
harrow , acultivator , abundformer , amouldboardplough , aseeddrill , etc.
Theseimplementsareattachedtothebackofatractor.
Farmerswhoinvestintractorsnormallyownwaterresources. Thisisbe-
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causefarmersinDevapurfirstinvestindiggingawell. Iftheysucceedingetting
awaterresource ,itbecomeseasiertopurchaseatractorandotherimplements
sincetheirrigationpromisesincreasingprofits. Iftheyfailtogetwater ,theynot
onlywastemoneydiggingwells ,butalsohavenomeanstoproducesurpluscrops.
Itisdi 血cult andalsoconsideredlessnecessaryforafarmerwhodoesnothave
irrigatedlandtopurchasehisowntractor.
Therewasoneinterestingcasewhereafarmer ,whohadlandbutnowater ,
borrowedmoneytopurchaseatractorfromasupervisingfarmerunderwhomhe
wasdoingbhawa が . Hecannotusehistractorinthefieldofthesupervising
farmer. Itishewhoactuallydrivesatractorofthesupervisingfarmerin
ploughing , threshing ,andcarryingthings ,andhewhomaintainsthetractorand
repairsit. Butashareforthetractorandseed ,thatis,one-fifthoftheharvested
cropsisgiventohissupervisingfarmerwhopaidforfuelandothermaintenance
costs. Itismoreprofitableforhimtousehisowntractorandbeartheexpenses ,
butheisindebtedtothesupervisingfarmerandhecannotstopworkingunderhis
creditor.

4.4.Relationshipbetweensupervisingfarmersandsharecroppers

Supervisingfarmers ,whoareallmembersoftheex 切:g frdti r family ,oftentold
methattheirproductionscalewasgraduallydecreasing ,becauseitisbecoming
di 血cult tokeepasmanysharecroppersastheyhad.Inthepast ,whenmostofthe
villagecultivatorsdidnotownirrigationwellsortractors ,andwhentheyworked
onlyinthevillage ,sharecropperswereeasilyavailable. Thesedays ,youngmen
fromcultivatingfamiliesgotoBombaytowork. Somesharecroppershavecome
todislikeworkingundertheex てjagfrdti r familyintheirownvillageandprefer
doingbhaw α'(foutsidethevillage. Inadditiontoagriculturalworkinthefields,
personalworkforthesupervisingfarmerisoftenrequiredofthesharecroppersin
thesamevillagewithoutanyextrapayment. Forexample ,asupervisingfarmer
mayaskhissharecropperstocollectfirewood ,tomillgrain ,andtopreparefood
forfeastsetc. Theyaresometimesenttohisrelatives'housesforsomebusiness.
Theyarecalledwhentheowner'sfamilyneedsextralabororwhenhisfamily
wantstoexhibitstatusandpower.
Itmaybesaidthatsharecroppersareexploitedinafeudalisticrelation ,butit

is, atthesametime ,arelationbasedontheinterestsofbothsides. Thereare
someadvantagesforasharecropperdoingbhawa げ under apowerfulsupervising
farmer. Oneofthemisarighttotakerajga ,greenfodderwhichisessentialfor
milkingcowsandbuffaloesspeciallyinthedryseason. Withoutittheywillgive
littlemilk. Thesupervisingfarmershavewellswhichsupplysweetwaterand
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makeitpossibletogrowrajgaintheirfields. Halfoftherajgainafieldbelongs
totheownerandtheotherhalftohissharecroppers.Thisisastrongincentivefor
them. Othervillagerswhoarenotundertakingbhawa'(fhavetobuyridegsof
rajgaeitherfromsupervisingfarmersorfromtheirsharecroppers.I3 Thesecond
advantageistogetchaff. Therighttochaffnormallybelongstoapersonwho
gavetheseedinsowing , butsharecropperswhoworkundersomesupervising
farmersgetahalfofitwithoutgivinganyseed. Thethirdadvantageisthata
sharecroppercanborrowatractorfromthesupervisingfarmerunderwhomhe
workswhenhecultivateshisownland.Hepaysonlythefuelchargetoitsowner ,
whilethenormalchargetohireatractoris150rupeesperhour.
Theseadvantagesseemtobeverysmallcomparedwiththelaborsprovidedby
thesharecroppersinagoodmonsoonyearfollowedbyagoodharvest. They
workthroughtheyearforthefamilyofasupervisingfarmerandgetonlyone-third
ofthekhal ずcropsandone-fifthoftherabfcrops ,fromwhichtheyhavetopaythe
wagesoftheagriculturallaborerstheyemployedinharvestingandthreshing.

However ,ifraindoesnotcome ,beingasharecropperofapowerfulfarmeris
aneffectivewaytosurvive. Ifthemonsoonfails , mostofwellsinthevillage
excepttwoorthreewellsownedbycertainsupervisingfarmerswillrundry.The
kharifcropswillfailandthecomingrabfcropswillnotbesowninmostofthe
fields. Nogreengrass , nochaff, andnofodderisavailable. Thecattlestop
givingmilkandstarve. Peoplewaitforrainaslongaspossible ,buttheymust
finallygiveuptheircattleandsendthemaway. Insuchsituations ,thelandof
supervisingfarmersisprovidedwithwater , althoughitisonasmallerscale.
Theirsharecropperscanhavesomecrops , rajga , andchaffduringadrought.
Evennaturalweedsgrowinginthefieldareindemandforfodder , andthe
sharecroppershavethefirstrighttothem. Inaseveredrought ,thesupervising
farmersreducethecultivatedareaandthenumbersofsharecropperstheyemploy.
Thosewhoarefiredaresharecroppersofnon-villagers.
Itisdi 伍cult andalsolessmeaningfultoarguethattherelationshipbetween
supervisingfarmersandtheirsharecroppersisexploitativeormutuallydepenｭ
dent. Whatismoreimportantistoseethenatureofrights , duties ,andobligaｭ
tionswhichformsthebasisoftheirmutualrelations.
Thebhagediirfcontractismad

13Peoplecutpartoftherajgaforwhichtheycontracted,keepingthelowerportionofthe
stalkandchangingplaceseveryday.Therajgagrowsagaininfifteendays.Oneridge
ofrajgacosts150to200rupeespermonth.Anaveragehouseholdpays300to400
rupeesmonthly.
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Somesharecroppersmaychangeowners ,otherswillworkunderthesameowner.
Noonedisclosesunderwhomhewillworkforthenextyear. Thisisbecausehe

wantsnottobelongtoanysupervisingfarmerbythetimecultivationstarts. He
triestopreventsupervisingfarmersfromaskinghimtodoextraworkintheslow

season. Justbeforethekhan)cultivationstarts ,sharecroppersstartnegotiations
withdi 宜erent supervisingfarmers.

Thesupervisingfarmersandsharecroppersdiscussdetailsofthecontract.

Forexample , inthenegotiationinJune1998, asharecropperdemandedofhis
ownerunderwhomhehasbeenworkingforalongtime ,twoone-fifthsharesofthe
harvestedcrops ,whiletheownerofferedanotherincentivethatnotonlythegrass
ofrajga,butalsohalfoftheseedsharvestedwouldbegiventothesharecropper.
Sincetheseedsofrajgaarequiteexpensiveinthemarket , thesharecropper
agreedtoworkinthecoming1998-99agriculturalyear. Suchnegotiationsare

madewithoutdirectclaimsontheeconomicinterestsofeitherside. Shareｭ
croppersasktheirownerstoincreasetheirshare , saying “We havebeenserving
yourfamilysuchalongtimefrommyfather'sgeneration" , “I havemanydaughｭ
terstomarry",or“Iamexpectingyoutobegeneroustopoorcultivatorslikeus",
etc. Thenatureofrights , duties ,andobligationsisnegotiatedbasedonthelocal
logicwhichisexpressedasρ aramρα ra (tradition) ,butwhichisconstantlybeing
remadeandtransformedcorrespondingwitheconomicinterests.

5.ConcludingRemarks

ThereexistsaclearinequalityinagrarianrelationsinDevapur. Thelaborof

poorcultivatorsisseverelyappropriatedbysomerichfarmers. Itis, however ,
insu血cient todiscussonlythepositionsoffarmersinproductionrelationswhich
aredeterminedbytheownershipandcontroloftheforcesofproduction. There
issomeroomforafarmertodecideinwhatwayhetakespartinagricultureand

towhatextenthekeepsacloserelationshipwithotherfarmers ,thatis ,ownersof
land , water ,orlandtractors. Thesearethestrategiesoffarmers. I , however ,do
notthinkitpertinenttoconsidersuchstrategicbehaviorofeachfarmerassymｭ
bolicresistanceorso-called“weapons oftheweak"(d.Scott1985).
ThecultivatorsinDevapurchoosetodosharecroppingunderacertain

powerfulfarmer. Thereremainseveralotherchoicesevenforacultivatorwho
hasnoland ,nowater ,notractor. Oneofthemistogotocitiesfornon 司agricul­

turalwork. Thesecondistoengageinwagelabor. Thethirdistoleaseland ,
water ,andatractorandcultivateasanindependentsharecropper. Agricultural
loansareavailablefromthegovernmentandfrombrokersinthecropmarket.
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Lastly , hecanconductsharecroppinginneighboringvillagesandthusescape
enteringintoanextra-economicandfeudalisticrelationwiththesupervising
farmerinhisvillage. Whetheracultivatorengagesinsharecroppingornot ,and
underwhomheengagesinit ,resultfromhiscalculationtakingmanyfactorsinto
account.
Thisarticleislimitedinaimtoanalyzingagrarianrelationsinthevillage ,but
itisimpossibletocutthemofffromothersocialrelationsinthevillage. The
villageeconomyconsistsofagriculture , animalhusbandry , andothernonｭ
agriculturaloccupationsincludingremittance. Theeconomicrelationsare , to
someextent , embeddedinpoliticalandreligiousrelations. Infuturestudies ,
othersocialrelationshavetobeconsideredtoanalyzethebehavioroffarmersin
thevillage.
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