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Abstract
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"bathroom’, "other buildings", and "don't read". Time period categories, from the highest percentage of
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periods", "meal times", "bored", and "don't read™. No single location or time period category received over
a 40% response rate from the students.

This open access graduate research paper is available at UNI ScholarWorks: https://scholarworks.uni.edu/grp/1677


http://scholarworks.uni.edu/sls_grp/
http://scholarworks.uni.edu/sls_grp/
http://scholarworks.uni.edu/sls/
https://scholarworks.uni.edu/grp/1677

When and Where

Students Engage In Recreaticnal Reading

A Research Faper
" Presented to the

Faculty of the Lihrary Ecience Department

| In Fartial Fulfillment
a{ thp Requirements for the Degree
Haster Df artes

'_Harrietlwodge_ﬁdéms

July 1, “1586

~} Reaﬂ and épprdved by_tﬁ:.;ff_. g.fﬁccépted by Department

Leah Hiland o Elizabeth Martln

" mflpli i P o i m N T Lo BT e e W

T E||zabeth Martln B ?g; Ly £ 1785
e TR




ABSTRACT

Students in fourth, eighth, and twelfth grades of Eagle Grove Community Schools in
Eagle Grove, lowa, responded to a ques tionnaire seeking to ascertain where the

s tudents were and what time it was when they engaged inrecrea tional reading.
Responses were categorized by the researcher and analyzed by grade level and sex.
Location categories, from the highes t percentage of responses to the lowest 1nlcuded
"bedroom", "school", "living rcom”, "kitchen", "other home", "cutdoors"

transportation”, "hbrary” "bathroom", "other buildings ", and "dont read”. Time pericd
categories, from the highes t percentage of respanses to the lowes t included: "evening",
"school", "atterncon”, "morning", "vacations', "qualified time pericds ", "meal times",
"bared", and "dont read"". No single loca tion or time perlcd category received over a
40% response rate from the s tudents.
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CHAFTER 1

The Fraoblem

Reading is omne of the fundamental skilles developed in
i _ [

‘hool cwriculums. By providing exercises to imperove

raading shiils and by prmvimihg“the mppnrtﬁnity to engage in
reading.both inside and outside of the classroom, edusators
strive to he:lp ﬁtudﬁnts.dévwlop life-long re:ading habits.
Orves Dbjectiye_of nost reéaing programs ie for the ﬁtudeht to
read for hiﬁfﬁwr N wlwﬁﬁurén Becauvse recrestional rescding

is so highly desired, many studies about recreational

reading have, therefore, been andertaken Lo determine the

.faﬁtbrs in?lmencing this fors of reading. Most of these
%tuﬂiﬁﬁ.haVH.fQCMEed e what types of books are read.

This Study.inétead.focused on. when and whare students
vl . Buch.in¥ormatfoh is.n@eded {Df the bfmmotion of
fﬁcrwétional rnﬁadéﬁg during.the time perionds reading is most
likﬂlf {D'Qdcur_and fprﬁthe_deyadmpmént of enyirOﬂmentﬁ
cwnducivé“tb'recr&ationai_readiﬁg. .By asceftaining the
locations &hd fiméjbér?odé tﬁat sfudemts most preter to
read, teacﬁéré,'adminigtkétdré,'ahd parents «f Fagle Grove
_sth@ntﬁ_cmuld_encourage'?&creatidmal readiﬁg by responding
to these breferenéeé?. Iﬁformatiqn'about_the student ‘s timeg
and'lo&éfimn.préfefénces cbuld_have impact on Ehe design of
media centers, the Sthéduling bf readihg times, and the

student  uwsage.



The purpose, then, of this study was to investigete two
factarse related to recreational reading. More specifically,
the following questiong were ancewered.

1 I'mn whet locations do students in grades four,
wightg arnd twelve of the Eagle Grove Community
Scﬁmmls.engage in recreational reading?

Fa During what time periods do students in geredes
fdur, eight;”gnd twelve of the Eagle Grove

Community Schoole engege in recreational reading?

Four hyﬁothése% were_test&d.

1. No.mne locatiqn:for_racreatimnal rﬁading will
represent a méjority'mf the réspmnses from females
in the |
& v ¥durthvgradm
3. @ight h a r ade: |
n“ 'twmifth.grédm~;

2.0 N mné 1mmétiuﬁ'?mfnfycraatidnal raading wilil
'rgpresént é mgjoéity'of theIrespcnses from males iri
t f'j £
& #ourtﬁ:grédé
QQT_eightﬁsgrade

c. twelfth gréde,



I, No one time period for recreational reading will
represent a majority ot the responses from females
in the
a. fourth grade
b. eighth grade
c. twelfth grade.

4. No one time period for recreational reading will
represent a majority of the responses from males in
the
a. fourth grade
b. eighth grade

C. twelfth grade.

Pssiumntions

Two assumptions regarding recreational reading are
imherent to this study; One basic assumption is that most
students sngage in recreational rwadipg and that they choose
a variety of times and places for this activity. This leads
to a second assumption which is that most students have
adequate reading skills to allow them to read for their own
recreation.  In addition, all of the underlying assumptions
regarding the use of a questionnaire as a data gathering

instrument are wuncerstood.

LLimitations

This study was limited by the geographical location and
by the class levels selected. Theretfore, conclusions drawn

from this stuwdy are only appropriate for students in the



fourth, eighth, and twelfth grades attending Eagle Grove
Community Schools in Fagle Brove, Iowa, in 1986.

- This study excluded reading reqﬁired'+or course
as%ignmént% ni- activities, and it did not include the
motivations and attitudes cmﬁnect@d with reading, Familial
and other aﬁvironmental influeﬁces assoéiated'with reading
were not inve%tigafed._ whetﬁer students have access to
matafialé ¥ ar recréational'réading wase not i1nvestigatesd in
this study ahd.neitﬁer was the aDpropriatenﬁss or quality of
the recreational. reading &aterialg...The reading ability of
the étudents.was ﬁut'cohéidered éﬁ a +acfor contributing to

recreational reading.

'pe¥ini£imnﬁ

.F0r the-purpD§e5 of this_study,.ré;réational reading
wag de%iﬁed a$lthe term is utilized in the Educational
_Rﬁzourcéz:Infmrmafiﬁn_Centér.(ERIC) system. Hecreatimﬁal
reading ié'defiped sésthe_;;;“Eéadiﬁq.tHat is aone'{or
ralakation Qr‘aﬁuﬁeménf,-mE tbi5atié+y ihtereﬁts unrel sted
to edu@atiqnal.éf vQcationélfébligatgons".* Within the
review Qf the related_iiteréfﬁ;e; however, the terms leisure
reading,'recreationaifreéding, énd'voluntary reading are

".used”interchangeably.

~3James E. Houston, ed.;'Thegaurus of ERIC Bescriptores,
- 10th ed. (Fhoenix, Arizona: Oryx Press, 1984), p. Z215.




CHAFTER 2

Review of the KRelated Literature

Many studies have been conducted abdut recreational
reédiﬁg. However , most empirical studies have focused on
Cthe $actmrﬁ.in¥luﬁﬁciﬁg the amount 0f recreational -reading
with little wmfk und@rtahen.mﬁ deterﬁining when and whers
sthéHts engage in recreational reading. .Of necewssity theny,
this review wjll focus on what is known about recreational
reading and, more Epecificallyj on those ﬁtqdies dealing
T with aﬁuit‘s_récfeational reaqing Mabits, th@ types of books
sfqdents'ﬁfefer to.read,'thé 5pace.requirehent5 for reading
ére%s, and %inally'é report on the few available Studiés
dealing difectly with.the timé pe?iods éhd the lcocations
where_stﬁdenté'mngage.in Fééreatjomal rééding"

Sinqe'ghiid?eh_imitaté:aduitsgnit.is assumed that the
reéding ﬁabits.of pareﬁfé éﬁd otﬁer adulﬁs in-the Stuaéntls
1ife will serve asﬁa_mod§1 +oE Chi}drém;5 reéding.habits.
ﬁharie%_ﬁnpehke cbﬁféndé'thét.“;.;thégHawthane effect of
parenfé wélkfﬁg.éréund.with p66E5 reading or playing like
£Hey are re%dihgif%IéiéhifiCaﬁt_inua child's de?elopmént;"g
'in Fecognftibn.6f £Hi5 e¥féc£'the re5u1tsfo+.5evera1 adul t

_readihg'feséafch sfudies'are;of importance to this study.

®Charles A. Foepke III1, "The ERathrcom Library, A Study
In Modeling ERehavior," in Claremont Feading Conference,
" Yhirty-ninth Year-Eook, ed. Malcolm F. Douglass (Claremont,
California: -Claremont Reading Conference, 1973), p. 6&2.

5



Hased on the reswlts of a 1971 interview study with a
random sample of 5,067 adults over sixteen years of age,
Amiel Sharon reported that the average American adult reads
one hour, forty-six minutes per day with 73 percent of the
adults reading newspapers, 39 percent readitig magazines, and
33 percent reading books.™ Most studies agree with the
Sharon results that newspapers,-magazines and baoks are the
masf freﬁuent types of leisure reading materials for adults,

John F. Robinson echoed the Sharon findings in his
report of a nation-wide survey df_adu1t5 in which he
duplicated previous studies tb détérhine trends of gdult
reading.  In 1977 HEwspapers were réaa.by 63 percent of the
American adﬁlt_population.daily, down from 73 pércent in
1967 and #rom 77 p@rtwnt_in_195§.'.ThEISamé downward trend
was reporéed iﬁ the pefcéntages of_péopie reading magazines,
.'_28 pwruant.in i@?ﬁ;'ﬁﬁ pércéﬁtain 19&5;.27 percent in 1957,
and %8 percent in 1946. :But the t}eﬁd does not ﬁold true
for the number o+f minﬁﬁés_par dé?_spenf readiﬁg'print
 _materia1S such és pamphléts.ahd“new51etters. In 1965 the
averégé.ﬁmefican-AQulffSpen'_22 MinUtéS.per day on these
materials as oppgsed'to:27 mianes ﬁér ﬁay.in.1975.4

.For more currenf stétisficé,_the results of a telephone

survey of a raqdbmly"éelé&téd.samplé:of 1,450 people sixteen

Tamiel T. Sharon, "What Do Adults Read," Feading
Research fuarterly, 9, no.2 (1973-1974), p. 157-59..

“John F. Rohinson, "The Changing Reading Habits of the
American Fublic," Journal of Communication, 20 (Winter
-1980), p. 141-82, : ' '




years and older during May and June of 1978 indicated that &
percent of the adult popul ation read no recreational
materials on a daily basis. 0f the 94 percent who did read,
almost 40 percent of those adults never read books. 0f the
book readers only one-third of them read at least a book a
ﬁonth with over threé“fmurthé D{.theh cﬁoosing reading
matmriala'fmr the subiect ar content area rather than for
pleaﬁure,._The mptivatioﬁ for non-readers to read is
Qpeci{iﬁ hnowlwdg&'n&wds, whereas & reader 's main motivation
is the pieasure'aséoqiated with reading.ﬁ

When lobking specifically af'books, reports of adult
rezcding hahits are even more dismal. In a January, 1944,
Grllup poll, 4& percent of adults admitted not reading a
book all the way through in the past_twelve months.
Furthermore the poilireQeéied_that 10 pércent of fhe
'.AEErican populétioh.réaqs 86 pércent'qF-tHe books.®
.Yankeloviéh concurred.in a.feboft of a 19§8 questionﬁéire
- 5uf9ey of & fepr@gentative randéﬁ sémple of adults over
siﬁfeén yeafs Qf age.j She_reporteq 94 perﬁent

.of the adult population reading-but only one-fourth of

_ “Kathryn.LeGraﬁd—Hrodéky, "Hope For. Reading In America:
‘Fractically Everyone Reads," Rgading Teacher, 8 (May 1979),
 pP. 948-49. . - - -

'°George'H;.Ga11up;'The Ballup Foll: Fublic Opinion
1959~1971, Vol. % of The Gallup Foll: Fublic Opinion
1935-1971 (New York: FRandom House, 1972), p. 1B0S.




this populatiorn was involved in a substantial level of btook
reading.”

Adults do have spécific location$'in which they like to
read: In the auwvw? cmndﬁéted by Yandelovich most adult
reading takes plmta_in th@ reader ‘s “home during the eveﬁing
with the livihg roome, dens,.and'family rooms being the key
reading locations., FRooks afe.most o?ten read in bed before
going to sleasp, but magazineé-and newsﬁapers are more likely
T hé-read i the-mmfninq or afternoon within the confines
Qf.the titchen_or dining room; Very few.beople read any.

typa:n{ ﬁmtarial émruute tﬁ_wbrﬁ or school. Libraries are
reportea by & percent as a locale whére fhey read and the
bathroom is tﬁe choice of.7.pwr¢ent 0+:the population.®

| Children may.mimic adultsfin Ma&nNy Ways, but the; have

théir Qwn uniqué patterns &h the.selé;tidn of the\types of
reading materi#l. Elemen£ary Sfuaeﬁts tend to bé more
hmmmganwwﬁﬁ in.ﬁheir"geléntimh'ﬁfttyhea.Df materials tm:
~ feadr Almost ali.research indicaté§1that YbﬁngeF élementary
students pré{er.imaéinatiQE éforieé.suth:as fairy.tales and
_%antastic advenﬁuféé;:-ﬁy égé_niﬁe some diffe%ences between

the sexes begin to appéer. 'B0y$”0f that age are beginning

. 7yankelovich, Shelly and White, Ihc.,'bonsumer Research
- Study On Reading and Book Furchasing ([Parien, Connecticuttl:
Eook Industry Study- Group, Inc., 1978), p. 60.

“Yankelovich, p. B6-88.



tn prefer more realistic stories.™ EBetween the fourth and
sixth grade; girls show an increasing preference for books
about jproblemz of growing up, books about animals, and
mystery/suspense books.*® At all levels in school girls
read more thae hoys.** Sex differences are also apparent in
the selection of general categories of reading. Bays favor
reading of non—fiction books while girls tend to cheoose
fiction materialg.?*®

The.trend for diversity continues into the junior
higﬁ)middle Schobl_yeaes; .A content anelysis of top.rated
staries +aé junimf hicih students showedl fhat st.uclents of
this ageeprefer realist;c'Stories in:a ;ontemporaFY-setting
'written_iﬁ narre&tive {bfmnlm EBoys in Jjunior high, aslweli_
as ail ofher:sehoel_ages,fprefer reading ahbout 5p0r£5.*4

In addition foesports the boys as well as the girls of

:  "Lewis M. Tewrman. and Margaret. Lima, Children 's Reading
(New York: D. Appleton and Co., - 1925), p. 689.

: 1oponald K. Ballo, Student's Feading Interests: A
Report of & Connecticut Survey (ERIC ED “»2 143%), p. 2.

*1Terman, p. 69._'

A=g, 3. Taylor, "The Voluntary Kook Readiﬁg Habits of
~Secondary Schocel Fupils," The Use of Enqgijsh, 25 (Autumn
1‘?7 )| p- 6- I : :

13Anthcmy T..Soares, “Salient Elements of Recreational
Reading of - Junior High School Students," Flementary English,
40 (December 196%),. p. B44, :

“1sBallo, p. 2.'_
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middle school and Jjunior high age like books about animals,
teen-age problems, and mysteries.i®

A descriptive resmarch project undertaken in twd small
Towa towns revealed the other highly preterred categories
for Jjunior high students ére rbmance, cafeers,_and comedy
with by shmwihg preference far science fiction, adventure,
and sea categories.?*® Birls responding to a questionnaire
revealed that romances weie their first choice followed by
mystery.*” Readers in iunior high have dislikes as well ag
likew, They tend to stay away from sthies with younger
child?en as cHarasterg ahd dD not'secessarily enjoy stories
. with ths author -as s tharaster.%ﬂ 

A national survey of thirteen4yeaf—olds reveaied.that
71;8 percent of this age gfoﬁﬁ reported reading for their
own enJoYﬁent 60f9 thsn once.é wesk.‘§" Studénts who are

eszsentially non-readers do show a preference for

1¥Spares, p. (344,

teMary L. Sm1th and Isabel V. Eno, ﬁuhat.Do They Really
Want To Read?"_Enq11sh Jour nal , SO (May 1%9461), p. 344.

.. *7Smith, p. 344,
185pares, p,.844,

*®National Assessment of Educatlonal Progress,.Readinq
ComDrehens1on of American Youth:  Bo They lLinderstand What
They Read? Resuwlts From the 197%9-1%980 National Assessment
of Reading_arnd Liter ature {(Denver, Colorado: National
Assessment of Educational Frogress, 19832), p. 3.
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specific types of leisure reading materials such as comics,
paperhacks, and magazines, ®©

Zenior high students are even more diverse than junior
high students in their choice of reading materials. In a
quersstionnacire completed by 510 students in Jowa, boys in
high school made the following chroices of types of materials
in order of highest choice firzt: ardventure, mystery, sea
stories, comedy, historically related, and science fiction.
Senior high girls were more homogeneous with romance the
_Dyefwhelmihg.+avorite;  Gir15'ai5D liked eéreev,_mystery;
adveﬁthe,-éhd comedy métefialsv?f

A#ter_studeﬁté have chosen the type_o{ material to
3fead; the next logical decision to maﬁe is wﬁen and where to
éead the sélected material. Readers choose their
eﬁvironments.in whiﬁh tn read very care+u119;2?  At all ages
”}..Eeéderé aré deiibefate abﬁut'selecting £hé'settings,
sbuads,hana'tastes fhat.wili ac&éhpany theif:Feading."aa
Ailo@anées ﬁust bé_made for tﬁe Sbace in thch feading takes
ﬁlaée aa'mugﬁ rﬁadérﬁ view reéding.spéce aé.peramnal

territory. An experimental study at an academic

. . 2PBarah Landy, An_Investigation of the Relationship
Etetween VYoluntary Reading and Certain Fsychological,
Environmental, and Socio-economic Fattors in Early
Adolescenge (ERIC ED 145 409), p. iii.

21Smith, p. 344.

‘Z2xpatherine K. Newman, “Po You Eat Fatato Chips When
You Read?" Language Arts, 95 (November/Lecember 1978), p.
978.

**Newman, p. 979.



reading room confirmed the idea of personal space. When a
researcher sat as close to a subject as possible, the
subject first changed body posture, then turned direction to
face away, and finally moved to a new location where the
Eﬁhjmct coule have his/her own territory.2* Other studies
reported taking only five to fifteen minutes to dislodge a
subject by invading his/her space.®®

In allowing for perscnal reading space within public
buildings it should be kept in mind that people prefer to
sit with theif bécks and sides pfutécted.xﬁ This is
imporfant +oE pecople coﬁcerned with recreational -reading
éince_reéder5 méke.";,,highiy sbéciélizedldecisiohs about
tircumsfaﬁtes uﬁdér-whiEH.theY'will encouﬁfer tﬁeir chosen
prinﬁ.”27.' -

_Child?eﬁ_ﬁan be and are'véﬁy_particular about when and
Qheré'fheyvreéd., A study in Great Eritain based on
:intérviews-witﬁsqu priméry_scﬁobi cHildren found that much
Df.thE_thiIdE96;S Feading w§s abne in'bed before going to
s}eéb{?'wéééﬁéé,haé a:f%&fof foF.Bri£i5h'students with more:
'feadihé'dﬁrigg'in;lement:wéafheg and in winter months.
Saturday_éﬁd SundaY'é¥téthon5.wefé other popular times for
leisureﬁfeédiﬁé..'leost_onEfduartef ﬁ? the British students

interviewed revealed they engaged in no leisure reading with

© =eparon Cohen and Elaine Cohen, Designing and Space
"Flanning For Libraries (New York: K.FK. Bowker, 1979), p. 1.

#SCohen, p. 3.
_E*CDNEH,IP. 5.

.27Newman,:p. 97%.
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49 percent of the pbor readers doing nb leigure reading but
all of the good readers reading for their own pl@asure.#“

Chi;dren prefer to be CDMfortable when they read as is
indicated.in # guestionnaire study given to third graders in
four elenentary schools in Cedar Falls, lowa. By an
Dvérwhelming response rate of 92 percent, chilﬁren.ﬁaid
their favorite way to read was to be very comfortable such
as sitting in an easy chaivr or lying in bed.®%

Two studies revealed specific information on when and
.where mhildren_in two:cbuntries.dé their leisure reading.
Greanef feporfed:from.aaily:diarieé kept by pupils in
America. Fupils in'his study sﬁént 5}4 percent of their
leisure time in redréatiwna1 Feading_with the three major
'_tategmries D*-reaQing including books, comics, and
newspapers, RS chh aé 50 péfcent q#_the leisure reading
nccurred in bea éspe;ially_Iéte.éf night, late in the
afternoon, ahd eaffy_oﬁ Suﬁaéyf&orhiﬁg. Students +ecorded
that tﬁeifiléisure.regdinéjiﬁcreaséd'ﬁy approximately
one—third dn_SQnday5: ;Thié-iﬁdicate§ that students read

when fewer events relating to them are taking plece.®=

. ?®Jaoyce M. Morris, Standards and Frogress_in Reading
(The Mere, Upton Fark Slough Bucks: National Foundation for
- Education Research in England and Wales, 1966), p. 216-17.

29rene Anna Nissen, “A SQrVey'o{ Factors That
Influence Third Grade Children’‘s Leisure Reading Habits, "
M.A. paper, University of Northern Iowa, 1976, p. 30.

_ 3°Vincent'6reahey; "Factors Related To Amount and Type
of Leisure Time Reading."” Reading Research Buarterly, 19,
No. 25 (1979—1980), P. 237-57.
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Briticsh students in their +inal year of Jjunior school
and first year of seccndary school responding to a
questionneire reveaeled similiar choices of reading times and
locales. Students in Breat Britain, like those in America,
listed the bedroom as the first choice of reading places
with 84 percent reading before going to sleep and 44 percent
reading 1 the norning. Neekends were second in populéerity
which again waes re?lécted in the Ameriéan findings. FReading
ire the bathfuﬁ Qas selﬂcted b9.14 percent.of tﬁe children.
&1y encéufaging 5tati5tic.wészthat a total of 40 percent of
the 476 subjects read at any_fime fhey possibly could.
Other ﬁhbiceszof_reading places were the teoilet, the bus,
thg lihwary,;ﬁnﬂér the bgd'cuveré, and dﬁring iunch howe, =2
_Speci%&cistudiés regarding where and when childfen read
are not'nﬁmérau;}- HQOyer, ﬁany'étudiEﬁ'HaVe been cﬁnductad
._6n fa;tbrs_ih{iuehdiﬁé ré:?eétiéﬁal.reédihg sucﬁ és whéfeq
when,\éﬁdﬂkhét.adqlts_feéd,'wEaf fypes_o{ méterials children
pfei@r;.anq'the.spacelreguiremenfs:fmr_réading; It appears
that.the primary plaée_fmrfcﬁiid%én'to réad for their
”récféafion'is"in'béd,_ahd.the:ﬁost fEequen£ f;me for readiné

is at night and on the weekends.

| 314, Geden, "And Now I1°11 Eegin...When and Where
. Children Read," Children’s Literature In Education, 27
© (1976) , .p. 1B3-86. :




CRAFTER 7

Metheodol ogy

In order to ascertain where and when children of the
fourth, eighth, and twelfth grades in kagle Grove Community
Schools engage in recreational reading, & gquestionnaire was
developed: The questionnaire was designed to fit each of
the grade.levalﬁ in thé_survey, but in EEEEHCE.StUdEth in
all three grade lévélg respdnded to the same requests for
information. | |

After Eeéuring apprDQal bf the buildiﬁgwlevel
administration on may'7, 198&;'to_gathér data, the
Cwopefatiohﬁmf feachérs-at each level was requesited. All
four teacherglinVolvéd received a létfer explaining the
regearch'pfojétt,;asking.for.fheir acsistance, and giving
“them inétrﬁcfions for édmiﬁigtefiﬁg the questionnaire to
their sthentm; Teacﬁers édﬁihiétEféd the.questionnaire to
the studenfsiin gfdér_tojéiiwinate.aﬁyséffects of the
reaear&her‘§ pfe5wnce;¥ﬁ"; ._ _ |

At the foﬁrthnaﬁdhéigﬁtﬁuéféde:levels, the
qqésgionnaire waé.adm{niétéFea_dufihg_thé réguiarly
scheduléa_:aagagé gkts-ciagsés.g*A11 students in the
_ 591ected gfédés th wereipkgséﬁf’iﬁ échbol fhe Qay the
.surve;.gaéiédmiﬁ;stéfed-qéﬁpléféq fﬁé ¥ofﬁs. _dn19 the
Spécial educatibh'studenfsjwﬁé_weré mainstréamed into the
_regular langége:arts élésseé werE'includgd in this survey.

' No attempt was made to give the survey ta students abzent
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from school on the dey that the: questionnaire was
admiﬁistered.' |

At the twelfth'grade level, students coﬁpleted the
survey in the Gwvernment)Political_Isgues ﬁlass since this
was the wnly'Feduired ciass at the senior level. All l
instruments were administered on May 12, 1984, the same day
for all grade levels to eliminate discussion of the
questionnaire prior to completion of the survey. The number
o+”5tudent5 in the three grade levels and the names of their
respective teaﬁﬁe?s were obtained from master lists in the
supérihtwndanf‘s office. -

- The déy fmr_admihistering'the.questionnaire was chosen
.:;arw+u11y tD eliminate as many inter?uptions as possible.
.Care was ﬁxefciﬁéd¢ﬁm that'nm.sﬁhanIed_interruptiﬁng
ocgurked_égch3aé_assembliés;:{iré_drilis,fénd the like..

Gftéﬁ préli%inary.@aragféph5;0¥ insfructipns dealing
with filling ouf fhé_dqgéﬁiqqhairé, héceééaFy definitions,
and achnﬁwlﬁﬁgmeﬁt'bf aéai%tanﬁe,-the suFQEV began with a
'”7rﬁqueét'fo liﬁt twd'iogati;hS wgefe thé.étudent did his/her
;ecréatidh§1 féading;r.é few eﬁémplééIWEre gjvéﬁ in the
explanatiqn.;%A_rmquéS£.er fwo timé pEfiéds when the
student.engaééé}ih'rec§eé§idnéf reading followed_the.
'.iquésﬁiéh 66'iotétion.'_E%éhpiés'qf_tiﬁé pefiods Qerelalso
inéH iﬁitﬁé'éxpianation. 'THe dété éatﬁering instrument
a;gq askeq for- én_identificéfiohlof.fhe resbon&ent's sex.

Grade level qesignations were not requested since each class
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level had the questionnaire printed on & different color of
paper. | |

The uatagmriés'nf Lime angd location necessary for
analyveis of data Qere determingd by the researcher after the
guestionnalres were adminiﬁtered.and g amined. .Tha
caltegories wmre.basﬁd.eﬁ ather resesrch, but were designed
.tm méet thw uﬁihue Feéponﬁmﬁ of thé'Eagle'Grmva students,

Eleveﬁ location categokies.were established. They WeP e
the bedroom, the bafhroﬁm, fhe kitchen, the living room,
ofher hpme locéfioné; school,.tﬁe librafy, ofher buildings,
variqua forme D?itfangﬁortatimn,:in fhe outdoors, and the
doh;t read categofy;. The b&drmnm ﬁategmry included
reépoﬁges of_béd, my roam, énd the bedroom. included in the
bafhroom category wéfé fﬁe toilet, the bathtub, the tub, in
the john, and the bathroom. -Degignations of the kitchen
table, thé kitchen;_at_breéﬁfast,.a£ hééls, dﬁring supper,..
"and at'the'taplé Qeké_;nc1Qq§a'{ﬁ the'kitehen categoky.
Resbonses.grDQped_iﬁ the liviﬁg.FoDm ca£égory included the
family Eoom,'an %ront Df_tBe f:V;,:thé“iiving room, by the
T.V., in my Iiﬁtlé corhéf,'iﬁ”ﬁhe”easy or lazyboy or 10uﬁge
- chair, and'in.ﬁy'favq}ite_sofa DF ﬁchh_or.davenport. Other
homé lbcétinﬁé were compriéédiof tHe,basemenf, at home, in
my1hmusé;“énywhé;éféf:hpmé; Dh po Df.my'ﬁdﬁsé, in the
sitfiﬁg rboh, dbwnétéirs,.and on.thé %roﬁt porch. The
school tatwgdry Consisted of stqd} héll,.the classroom, at
" my desk, during ciésées, aﬁd in'5¢HD01. .TWD responses were
inﬁluded in.the librafy catégory,.at.the'library and in the
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media center. The other buildings category included
responses of the machine shop, &t Casey s, waiting at the
barber shop, at the grocery store, at a friend’'s house, at
wor by at the store, in the tarn, and at my gr-andma’'s house.
On the bus, in the car, and on trips were included in thre
tramspartation ceategory. Several responses were placed &n
the outside category including under a tree, at the parky
outdoors, outside, in the bachkyard, sunbathing, lying out,
and sitting in the grass. The don’'t read category included
the responses of never read and don’'t read.

Respons&s for the time periods were éésigned to nine
categuriégu. Thésm_innluded m@rning; séhmol'hours,
gfterhoon, evehings, meal times, vacation periods, qgualified
fimm ﬁ@riods, whan bored,'and the.qon’f read Categpry, The
morning_;étegofy included answers of.morning, before scheool ,
and 7*8.am. :Reééonses of duriﬁg:free time, in study hall,
:dQFing;édhwol,;whén &Qna with worh Df_humework, dﬁring SR
(Si;eht_3ustained Raéding); dufihg the day,.%idmorning, at

library time, during A/A (Advisor/Advisee period), and any

I

other period deSiéﬁétyon”Qeréﬁihéigded:in'the school hours
. ¢ategdry. The afterndon categdry.inclgded.answérs of after
_schuol; in tHe'§¥ternbdh;-bn'thé bgs, when.home_ffoh school ,
IWhéh thé béﬁef.céges,:éh tﬁe.bus.fidéﬂhomé from.school and
Cany clackﬁhqurs'betwéenjﬁ;S ﬁm.' ﬁeéponses of.bed time,
béfofe bed, before sleepihg, at ﬁight; in the eveniﬁg, after
:_supper, qigﬁf tiaé,'weeknights, and ény.time design;tion

be tween 5-12 ﬁm were'in;ludeq in the evening cafegory. At
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noon, during break+a5t,iand.while eating wére the responses
included in the ﬁeals catégory. Vacation periods included
Qﬁehendﬁ, Saturday, ﬁunday afternoons, and days during the
SLIMMEr . _Quali?ied time periods included when laying out,
when'ﬁick, wh@n_it’é cpld out%ide, when the gmod shows
aren'tjmn, when not tifed, on faiﬁy'a+ternooﬁs, at work,
driving; and - when gqiﬁg to the bathroom.. Thé bored category
intluﬂed il €an thgre'is_time, when th@?e ie hothing else to
do, when mmd tgllg me:2 to dd 5omethihg elgse: and anytime., The
_ dmn’t tread category:inc}uded never réad and don ‘'t read
"waﬁﬁmﬁsaﬁn

Affer.placiﬁg ﬁhé responses'in the appfopriate_time
pew{bd (nl g location.tatagory the.numbér of responseis were
éonQerted.to percentagé§.: BY ut;iizing the'percentages the

:hypotheses WEre'accépted on the basis of tﬁe data anal yred.



CHAFTER 4

Analysis of the Data

'ﬁ+te% the ques t;mﬁmanrw« wera retwened to the
Pwﬁgarmﬁér vis school smail, Che resporses wees sxanined.
Thare wer&_ﬂm_hlénk Queatf@nnair&&; thara§ﬁr@ all respoanses
we¢e i5c1uﬁad éﬁ the datsa &naly%iﬁ becallse all
queatimnmairm% héa at. least Gne rasponse fur o location or &
t1ime pekicd. B F@%pﬁﬁ%ﬁ% wer@'azgminatad gus to
1llwgzﬁzixty ar vmlq&rzt?, mente, &1l responses were placsd
kN Lhm arprmer1atm caﬁﬁqury. Mo doueth grade students were
ﬂbaant mn the ﬁay Lha qu&%timhﬁalr& was atministersd. There
'wewe, hanyer, twﬁ e;ghth graﬁa amd_nxnﬁ twelfth grade

§tudéﬁtﬁ #bg@ntf_'fﬁé nqéb&r orf étudant% respending to the
-squéy'ére iimteﬁ §n Tab1e §;: Included in this table are
'tﬁé.numbﬁraéf &ﬁudéﬁi%iin m&ch graae tevel completing the
5vaéy, Lhie numbﬁr af %@maiﬁ and male rw%pumdmnts ir each
  §§&$@, 8ﬁd thw tmtal numh@r Q% ﬁtudﬁhtw responding to fhe

survey.

7?&%16 1

Numbmr D{ Stugentv Ccm&ietzhg Dueztionnaire
By Ser and Grade Level

JGradg Lév&§ _ _{. S B Total
o “Female Maie
Fourth _!'_ R '7349' j. 3 8o
_Eigﬁth'___ ) | TS L me ¥
Teelfth o ;" '37_3$ B &%
| Tatal 1 * 211
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fluestionnaires were sorted by sex and by grade level.
Kesponse data for location and time period categories were
then coinpiled. HMHumbers of responses for each of the
categories were_convérted inio a percent of total response
by =ex and by grade 1evel in order to detefmine if the
__hypotheéeﬁ should be accepted or rejected. The number of
réspbnses is gréater than the.number of students who
responded to the ﬁurvéy beﬁause each student could iist two
.Fequnéeﬁ {or'the:fime period guestion and two responses for
. the locétion.duE§fiQn. Data_re%uité from the location
7question_are coﬁbilea in Table 2 and data resuits from the
time pefiod ﬁQeétiDn.ére”combiléd in Table 3.
Hypothesis i sfatéd that no one locatioh for
f.ﬁe;réétimhal reading woqld rebreéent a majority of fhm
:reébonSES f?Dh'femaie5 in fourth, eigﬁth,'and twel fth
B graﬂe%.' SihCE:hq_lpéafion'cafegory received more than 27.7%
of £he Fe5pmn§es:fFom fgmales;in'any grade 1ev&l; Hypothesis
1 Qa§.acceﬁ£;aI%ijéli_gfadéiievels.
| Feﬁéiés_ih §9efy.grade7leve1 sélected the "bedroom" as
f_fhe pFimeg1bﬁa£ibﬁ fof;recre&tiqnal reading with "school"
-;EéteiQiﬁg £ﬁé §eﬁDnd highest.number.o4 responégs for fourth
 aﬁd*éigch'grade.gir1é; Twelfth grade girls listed 'school"
:fhfra, witH fhé'ﬁIiviﬁg_fbom“ feceivinglthé second highest
EhQQﬁék of.fégﬁoﬁ;és.; Thé Higﬁ rating of "outdoors"
'resppnses,could poésibly bé ekplained by.the warm
?té;perggures bn:tﬁg'déy éf_the survey. Overall, females

Hliéted the "bedroom" as the location for recreational



Number and Percent* of Student Responses About Locations

Table 2

For Recreational Reading by Grade Level And Sex

12th Grade

:.Total

4ch Grade ‘8th Grade
Locations Sex Sex
' Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male
No. %  No. % | No. % No. % No. % No. - % No. % ~No. %

Bedroom 32 32,9 13 19.7| 26 32,9 13 21.0°| 26 3.7 16 28.6 | 82 34.3 42 22.8

Bathroom 0o 0.0 O 0.0} 1 1.4 5 81 2 _z.d 3 s | 3':ji;3  _'.8' 4.3

Kitchen s 5.2 6 9. 5 68 7 11.3 " '5ﬂ8__;_12 zi;aﬁ 1&_';5}9-fu;25_ 13.6

Living 15 15.5 7 10.6 | 12 16.4 s 12.9 ;;1} 16;0: 6 107 | 38 159 21 ‘11.4

Other Home 5 5.2 12 182 6 8.2 6 97| 2 2.9 w11 13 s C 22 12.0

School 16 16.5 16 24.2 | 18 | 207 17 27.4 7 10.1 s é;él' '91_i11;i -1 38 207
" Library 3031 4 6.1 ] 1 1.4 '1”__1,6 T4 s §;  3.6 | 8 1.3 m{._7ll'3.g.

Other Buildings | 1 1.0 5 7.6 | 1 1.4 1 1.6 2 2,9-- 0 0.0 4 1.1 6 33

Transportation | 9 9.3 1 15| 2 2.7 3 4.8 | 4 5.8 2 3.6 | 15 63 6 3.3

Outdoors _11._11.3 2 3.0 3 h,l 1 1.6 7 10.1 _.lf ;.8 21 }.8f8 4 2.2

Don't Read o 00 0 0.0/ 0 .0 o .0 o .0 5 8.9 o .0 5 z.f_

Total - 97 100.0 66 100.0 |73 100.0 ~ 62 100.0 | 69 100.0 56 100.0 [ 239 100.0

184 100.1..

*Percentages rounded to nearest tenth
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reading most often, followed in order by "schocol", "living
rﬁmm“; “Dufdbors“, “transportation“, "Litchen'", "other home
1ocationa", "1ibrary“; "bth@? buildings®”, &nd the
“bathrdom“; All females reﬁorted reading for recreational
Cpurposes in at 1ﬁ§$t mﬂé lmﬁatimn with no females reporting
.“doh’t_read“.

" Hypothesis 2 étated that no one location for
recrgatiohal reéding would represent a majority of the
responﬁes'ffmm males in {Durfh, eighth, and twelfth grades.
Since no_location'cateéory réceived more than.QS.&Z of the
re%ﬁmﬁae§:¥rdﬁ.thélmalm5 inoany grade level y Hypothesis 2
was aéﬁepted. |
” . Ha1w% iﬁ +ourth.ahd eighth grade listed "sochool" mos:t
6{tén'as_tﬁeir Chbice Q{Llocatioh for recreational reading
whilef£hé tQél{tH gfade'maies gave. the respanse of "bedroom"
mo;t'freqﬁentl;;.:#Dﬁfth.grade mé;aa.liatﬁd & large wvariety
:'q¥'ﬁ6thef hom; logatiéhsf:to rwad +Df récreation whi;h was
Ide\fr&éfﬁf.théTéiéhfh and twelfth grade males. One large
fﬁi%feren;eibéﬁﬁééﬁ”méle.and f9ma1E responses fm }Déatinn + o
' recréétioﬁéi féédng'was.in ;Ee ”kitéhen" category. While
5.9% of.tﬁé +éméles 1i§t¢d ;kitchén“ as a pla;é to read,
_mpré:thaﬁ'twiﬁg as maﬁy.méles'(lz.éx),engage “in recreational
 .fééding ;n_thé_"k&teﬁén“: ”HDweva;, fowr times as many
_¥eméle§.(8.8%)_iisfed'ﬁoutdoors” as a locationm for reading
_thén did;maiéSikg'QZ)' This céuld perhaps be éxplained'by
'thelpbpulgr;fy.fﬁf'iayiné'dut in the sun by females. As a

'group the males listed "bedroom” most often as the place



they engage.in recreational reading followed by "school",
"Litchen', “"other hpmé locafiohg“, 4livinq room",

'“béthrumhh; ”libfary“, ”éthwr buildings":and
”tkanéporfation”, "not reading" and “out@oors”.

Hypothesis % stated that ro one time period for
fecreati@nal reading would represent a.majority of the
rmspoaées +fmm +emaleﬁ:in each ot -the three crade levels
survaysd. Bince no time period categery received more than
40.QZ of fha responses from females in any grade level
Hypdthesis.Z WAS atcepted.

'_fEthing“ was the time period response listed most
. often by the'fehales in.ali three grade levels answering
this survey. - ﬁoﬁrth.énd eighth grade girls listed "school"
éééona'in respon525 fo11dwed closeiy by "afternoon".
'fwel{th_gfade giris'reveésed fhis order by listing
'“aftéraépnf s1ightiy_meEg{réquently than "echoel". Twelfth
"éréde_fmhai95 ii5ted ﬁm§rﬁing“ almost twice as freqguently
¢} 2.32)-a§ djd fhé;¥murfh grade'+éméles (7.2%) and morre than
;:dodﬁyé £hé:fesbqn5elof the'éighth grade females (&6.0%).
.UVEF511; fhe +emaies-in:the SUery gave thé response of
ﬁ“éveaing5 md5£ fFequent1y,ié ré5u1t found in other
ffése;rch;..“Bcﬁoolf:wa%.iiéged.éecond whicﬁ is also
ip?éqi;f%ﬁlé éihéé”the sQEVéy.Qas conducted during school
hDQrs...dfhér.fimé.péfiods sélécted.Ey.the {émales for
'ngfgafional reading; in order of highest to lowest
'perﬁentaée-q{'responéeé include: .?afterhoon“, "morning",

. "vacetions", "qualified time period", "bored", and "meal



‘Table 3. -

" Number and Percent* of Student Resbonses About Time Periods

- For Recreationél'Reading By Grade Level - and Sex

"'.Atﬁ.Grade"

96 100.0 69

o 8th Grade 12th Grade " Total
Time Periods. Sex : ) T Sex Sox
Female ~Male Female . ~Male . _ Female Male ) Female Male

N e No. =~ % No. % LNo.; % No. - % - | No. % No. % | No. % No. . %

Morning 773 .6 87} 4 6.0 "4 69| 8 123 7 13.5| 19 83 17 9.5

School Hours | 19 19.8 16 23.2 | 18 26,9 17  29.3| 10 154 4  7.7| 47  20.6 37  20.7

Afterncon | 18  18.8 12 17.4 | 10 14.9 7 12|11 17.0 7 13.5| 39 7 171 26 14.5
_Evening 36 35.4 167 23.2 | 22 32.8 20  34.5| 26 40.0 15 28.8| 82 36.0 51 28.5

Meal Times 3 .31 2 29| 345 5 86| 1 1.5 4 1.3 1 3.1 11 6.1

Vacations . 5 5.2 6 8.7 6 9.0 4 6.9|.3 46 2 3.81 14 6.1 12 6.7

Qualified._ o S : ' .

Time Periods 7 7.3 71 104 1 1.5 1 1.7 4 6.2 3 S5.8f 12 5.3 11 6.1

Bored 3 31 4 5.8 3 4.5 0 0.0 2 3.1 5 9.6 8 3.5 9 5.0

Don't Read 0 0.0 0 0.0 o 0.0 © 0.0} 0 0.0 5 9.6} 0 0.0 5 2.8

Total 100.0 | 67 100.1 58 100.0 | 65 100.1 52 100.0 |228 100.0 179  99.9

¥*Percentages rounded to nearest tenth
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times". All females reported at least one time period for
recreational reading with no females reporting a response of
“don 't read".

Hypothesis; 4 st:itead that no one time period for
recreational reading would represen. a maljority of the
Pespon se ¥rom.malws in.the fourth, eighth, &nd thlfﬂh
,gradﬁﬁ.__ﬁiﬁcﬂ N timé period castegoery received more than
S 5% of thé FE S T S S 4fmm_malea in any grade level,
Hyﬂmtheéis 4 Qas accepted..

Qlthough maleé in the eighth arnd twelfth grades listed
'Jeveniﬁé" most'¥requeﬁtly in their responses tﬁ the survey,
.+Uurth'grmde.ma1&5 gave "evening” and "school" the same
number of responses. Twelfth grade males had the same
CAumber of_regpuh59$ for the categories listed second most
freqUenﬁiy; "éftérndqn“ and "morning'". Twelfth grade males
:gaveSthw Pempmﬁse of'"schom}" morer than two- thirds les%
freqﬁently (7.?2):than did eighth gfade males (29.7%%) or
;Fﬁurfh Q&ade mélem (27, 0%) . Qne discouraging response was
that 9,62 d%_fhe tweifth.érade males "dom't read" for
'kecreétionai pufpmées_at all.
dverall the'&éles'listéd "evening' as a time to read
':for‘recreatianal'ﬁufposés most ofte:n follwowed by "school”,
ﬁaftéfnoonf,."hbfniné“, “vatations“, "meal times" and
".quéiified.tihé bériod5“,-ﬁbored”, and "“don‘t read". The
6rder'o% fhe.?esponse categories for females and males was

virtually'the_same for all time periods.



There were several interesting comments and responses

on the survey instrument most of which came from the fourth

did ot yread - in the dérka Another said the absolutely
best place tQ read was in her own little corner, 0One
gualified her time for recreational rexaading to when hesr
mother tells her to do something else. FAnother interesting
_&omment cama.FEOm_a fouwrth grade male who stéted thet .
"when i‘m sick I read becaus# it helps ignore that your
}aic)“gick;}_'ﬁéveral students listed locations where they
 wQu1d.ﬁot.5e.di5turbed. ‘One male student stated that he
_kead in his hideoﬁt outéide where no one could bother him,
one student.reéd'in the bééement in one of the empty rooms
'. §here.né one could disturb.Him, and yet ancther read for
ré&réatignai'ﬁufpmémg on the'top 0+.his home.

© One ¥ina1jdnique finding was that no studernt reported
' feadin§'ahywhewé and an?place that she/he could. Ferhaps
x, £ﬁe;s£qdent5 QEfeutrying to be very spéciiic as the
'::difecfféas aﬁked.-;Perhaps_they résponded to the teachers’
ftfeque§t§ tm giyezﬁreciﬁe 1d:atimn ard timé periods. Perhaps
tHéEé are no Sthents invoiv&d in ihis survery who could be

‘classi'fied as avid readers. .



CHAPTER 5

Conclusions, Recommendations, Summary

Conclusions

Studénts in fourth, eighth,_and twelt+th grades of Eagle
Ghove Comenity Schools chose a wide variety of locations
& i me parimdﬁ.tm %ngage.in_reurmatiunal remaing.
_Overall, tﬁe "hedroom" was the responee listed most
frequently thch mirrufg the trend of adult reading. Males
in the'surQey listedrthe "hedroom" less {FEQuently than
'théir;¥ehaie.ciassmates. 'erhaps this is a result similar
to other gtudi&& which shéw that femalws engeage in more
reading.than ﬁaiesu..dnly a small number of students
reported readihg in fhe "bathrbom”. No fourth grade
students réporfed_readih@ in the “bathrnmmﬁ, with only siu
éighfh Qrédei;tudeﬁts ijsting the "bathroom“, and five
._tw@lfth Qrade studeﬁtszlisting this response. A% students
 g¢éQaé1de} andlspehd_more time in the bathroom as part of

theiE gFéwng.ayareneé5.b¥ ﬁersonal clearliness and the
. opbd5fté.$éx; perhéﬁé'fﬁe* féélize that the bathroom is also
éisuitéblé place'for‘fétreational reading. . Twelfth grade

'méles iié&éd:tﬁe:"kitchéhU éimD5t twice as often as any
'zfzbthér gfﬁﬁﬁihg 6# ;fﬁdéqts.318in;e many m%-the twelfth grade
'méieé.HgvgﬁepréQ#QFriﬁuléf éctivities and part-time
Emplbyﬁeﬁf, méyﬁe;thé}gitchen 1z one of the feaw places where
_they have the time £0”eng6ge in reading. However, the
lréspgnéeﬁfate'to the.category of ''mesl times" was
apﬁroxiﬁatély hél+ of fhe fesponse rate of the location

28
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;étegory "Hitchen"f Some of the recreational reading
Dcﬁuring in the "kitchen" must happen at times other than at
meaal . Thé "oth@f homa" location category had the highest
response rate {rdm {ouFth grade males. Fossibly the males
in fourth grade are more creative or leeses inhibi ted than the
.éthef sizuclents, parﬂicipmting-in the survey, aor perhaps
-féurth gréde ﬁaleﬁ have: leess demands placed on their timg
and.can, there+ore; engage in recreéfional reading in a
-hidﬁr vériwty 0f locations. The responsdas to the "«chool”
 Catégof9 were fairly consistent for toth females and males
at the {Dufth éad.eighth gr-ade levéls, but dropped
Qraméticailyrat_thé'ﬁwel{th grade level.  This finding may
 Ee'exp1ained by_the.¥act that reeding times are required
dufihg'the_qéy_at_éoth the_fburth and eighth grade levels.
ﬁiﬁ_{dﬁrfh:gréde.tﬁefe_ié SSR (Cilent Susta;ned Reading) and
”IiH éigH£hjgr;Jé theré is:G/ﬂ.(Advisow/ﬁdvisee) time. No
-T 5Q&h.br6éFém5'ekiSt at the twelfth grade level and this was
.; pfob%b1y Eé{leéted in the findings. More fourth grade
 ¥ém;ie5'F§éd.whj1é being trahqurfed fram place'to place.
3ftﬁan_ény.ofhef QF6QE.E?YDunger_5tudent5 who cannot drive
ghemQEIQéé'gnd.rQrai Studénfs fhat héve to ride the school
:_bus.méylfead tQ 65Le the riding time seem shorter.
..: ' TheHré5pDn59 Qf{féQghing"'was most often listed by
zsfgdeﬁ£S whiCh re{léétg ?indihg5-in other surveys and
f&irfnrs adult_readihg_habits. "8chool" hours received the
sé;aaazﬁighes§ re5pDn5e which is probably explained by the

'.required reéding at fourth and eighth grades and by the fact



S0

that the survey was administered during school. The
response of "afterhoon" was highest in fourth grade and weas
lower at the othef two grade levels. Ferhaps this could
best be explained by recognizing that fourth grade students
do not have much homeword or have any extra-curricul ar
activities to compete with their desire to read. A low
response to the time period category of '"vacatiocns' wias
found. It is interesting to note that during leisure time
when the Oppowtunity to resad for recreation would seem to be
.at its highest point, only 12.8% of the students indicated
théy read_durihg_thﬁse ﬁiméé. Since this survey was issued
"erihg:nice ébfiné weather'maybe the students forrgot that
they fead duriﬁg vacafioh pgribds especially during
jnciementnﬁeather;:or_pérhaps since this survey wag
-adminimt&red_dufiﬁg £he.Ecﬁool weelk, maybe the students
 40rQ6£:tha£ they feédfthe Sunday'"funnies“. Younger
 students were %(ﬁre..'__l.i.l::ely to list time periods that fell
'Qigﬁin £ﬁ@-¥QQ§ii%féd time periods“ category. &nce again
'1_pefhabs'yoﬁngeristuaent5 %Fe.less inhibited and more
cré;tivérfgéh_éldéf student%f.
 j:fTHé highést f@§boH5é iﬁ the "bored" time period
'. categoFy camezfrom t@eifth §raqe males. One possible
',égpiaﬁatioﬁ;fof thi§“6éf:be tHaf thl#th grade males often
'pekuse médazinés1hhéh'thé'démands oﬁ their time are lessened
.éhd wﬁeh.fhey.désire tdruﬁdate information on carss,
;bhpufers, rocE ngQbs, and_tHe like. The only respondents

to the "don't read" catégory were five twelfth grade males.



Multiple i*'(;-faelrsms for thexm not readiiy for recrestional
purposes may include being turned off by the required
.rwading tihws ét lower gracde levels, having poor reading
skills, participating in athletics which reduces time
available for reading, and concentrating on homework to the
exclusion of recreational reading.

fs an overall composite picture of the recraational
readinglo{ Eééle.erove fourth, eighth, and twelfth grade
atudents, thay app@aw'fo chmoaé comfoir-table locationg ancd
;0nVenieht'timé_périods which hirror adult reading habits.
) Eégle Grove %tudeﬁts.also show their individuality by
éelétting a wide_Qariety]of locationg and time periods to

engage in recreational reading.

Rezcommezndations

In:éfder;to promote recreational reading for fourth,
: eigh£h;_§hd twei+th.gfaAé students in Eagle Grove, lowa,
'pkgnt:hétefi315 §hou1d be made readily available in both the
héﬁe ahd:iﬁ.5;ho$1; espécially in the bedroom, living roomy
 aﬁa:HitcHén.afeasrat_homé a5:wéi1 as in all areas of the
.;s#hhml.:idutside q¥-§;hoo1.héurs, Eagle Grove’'s fourth,
@idﬁfhﬁnaﬁd'fﬁei+£h.gradé §thent5 are most likely tno read
 foE.Fécreétionalfpufposes in_fhé evening, late afternoon,
.ahdieérly.évéhing. _i*_feminded-a{ the opporutnity to read
duriﬁg tﬁééé'tiﬁe periodé,‘ﬁerﬁaps the amount of time spent
in_re;feétional.rééding'wodld'increase. S8ince the number of
-studehts'réporting that they read for recreation in schonl

dramatically decreased in twelfth grade where reading is not
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et al,

hamdatoryu the pméﬁibility of requiring a certain amount o¥f
rwéwing time at high.échmol_cculd be investigated.

| 'If.{his study were to be replicated it might be
beneficial to inc]ude_othef gradé levels and/or to compare
" the respongces of stQAénté_in two or more school systems.
Insteéd of -asking respondént% to list iocation and time
pefiods for're;reational réadiﬁg,.categori95 cnould be listed
with respmndmntsrsimply marking answers that apply to them.
A study seéking tb as;effain if the amount of time spent in
recréatiqnal réading:inéreaséﬁ if reading materials are
._iDCated.iﬁ fhe p1aéé5 stﬁdents designate as their preferred
1ocations_mighf bé indi&afed by this study. A study might
also bc} under taken to determine the amount of time spent in
'.recreafignai_rééding dgFing the various time period
'_Ciassificatibns inaicatea.by this study. Two final
'ﬁuggéstimns.on1m bérto limit the study to locations and
‘ tlme be%isds_ (_Dutls._idé 64 school or to limit the study to
lbﬁétiéﬁéhaﬁa fimé'pgfiqu withinlthe school building and

_;dufing_the 5Chﬁo1 day.

”;jSummé;y“;

o  THe'pufpo5é of fhis_study was to determine the various
f tim§.periDd$ and loéétioné whére-étudents in fourth, eighth,
'f,;Bd £Qé1fth d?adééwo¥_£he'Eag}é Grove Community Schools
.éﬁéégé in ré¢reationa1.Fééqihg. Students were given a
:quésfionhnéife in Language Afts dF'Political
Q.iséug;/aovérnﬁenf.c1a§s én'wHich they listed time periods
'.;nd IDEatiohs éfftﬁeir Fecreational reading as well as
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identifying_their Sex. Each.reaponae was then placed in one
of nine time periods'or injone of eleven location categories
.fuw.analyéis.

Thes R EDON S6 s to the location guestion were as follows
in ofdér of ‘the cateqory receiving the largest pefcentage of
regpoﬁses ligted first: l"t:.\mjr'pom"., "¢;,choel', “"living room",
."kitchem"{’"othar homés locafioﬂs", “Youtdoours",
"traﬁaﬁértation“; ”library“, "bathroomn', ”mthér buildings"
.ahd "don{t-read“. No'éne locatidn category r@céived more
than.éﬂz of the responses from females or males. Therefore,
””Hypotheses 1 and-é were accepted because no one location for
reqreatimnél reéming repreaentéﬂ & majority of responses
¥r6m fema1é5 and.haleé_in-each of the grade levels surveyed.
’ Tﬁe rmﬁpmﬁﬂﬁEH+QF timé-period queatjnm were as follows
'iﬁ'ordef.of fhe'ca£egmry récaiving the highest percentage of
_ résﬁénées.ligtéd:firsfa "evening”,'”school“, ”afternooﬁ",
.“hofh;ng“ﬁ "yaﬁé#idﬁsﬁ,'“qUalified.time periods", "meals",
'{ﬁbérédﬁiéndzgdon}t read”. No one:timé period received more
;tﬁah“4ﬁx bf thé:Fe5pon5e§ﬂfrém either the females or males.
Tﬁﬁfﬁ¥mﬁa:'prn£h@sésEE_aﬁq.4.were acrepted since no one
_timé béfiod fdf'reéfeéfionél_kegdihg represented a majority
. §{_fe5ponées_+rbm femé}és_ér ma195 in'each of the three

”gFadéiIEVeis surveyed.



Appendix A 34

Sample Letter To Teachers

Tt Rrionds rMecheslsen, Evelyr hwergelend, Ardith Jenkinz,
Denmie Sornrnerman s
From: Harrigei ~Cams
ke : Recreational Readine Quecstionnaire
I am reguesting your cocperation in the a22mintstering of the

enclossd questionnaires. The questionnaires, a part of my
resesrch prcuect requirementes at the University o+ Werthern
lowa, will seek to azcertain when and where students in the
fourth, eighth and twelfth grade of Ezgle Growe Community Schools
engage in recreational reading.

I am requecsting that you adminicster the questionnzire on
Monday, May 12, 3986; durine your Language Arts or Government,
FPoliticel lszues classes. There will we no foliow -up
questionnaires tor students who are absent on May 12, mut I do
ask that you note the numwer of students absent when »ou return
. the questionnaires to me via the zchcol mail.

‘Mlezce advise students not to write their names on the
survey instrument and to fitil 2ut the questionnaire az compietely
‘ac poscsible, The examples included in the intrcductory materiajl

- .are to serve.as guides, but enccourag: the studemts to thirk of

otter. locations and time periods that are appropriate for trieir

" ...individual reading hawits. Since it is imperatiuve that trhe sex

identification Gquestion ic completed, please remins stueents to
;jrcle"the_appropriate response. o

..14 you have any Questione concerning the Guestionnaire
please contact me at 448-5143 durine schootl houre or at 4s&-25&l
in the evenings. 14 you wich to have the results of this

quecsticnnaire I will me glad to provide »ou with the information
" after the data has been analyzed. .

. Thank you for the cpportunity to utilize your clase time for
this research. 1 am very grateful for your efforte on m» behalf.



'.Appéndix B
" Fourth Grade Questionnaire

 READING FOR ENJDYMENT o

'.Ajl of us.read, ﬁOt.JUStJfOP.SCh001IWOPK, put aisblbecauae we'enjﬁy
.mbégdins. Read|ng 4or enJoyment tnclude= all theﬁféading yeu do =imply
_because you enJoy jf;i Some examplec are readnng cemic BooKs, magazines,
_the funnues; cereal boxes and, of cour:e, books. Each 0f ue chooses to
fread 4or enJéyment at d|f+erenf p]aces =uch ‘as at the Kitchen teble, on'
:the s;hool bu;, in the bathtub,- an.the outdoors. We also;llke"to
'~.Eead +or'énjoyﬁent at dlfferent t}me;_during_thg dar such as at
;breakfast, in the evenlng,ldﬁﬁwéekend§; or at echool. |
| '. in order to flnd out where you ‘are read:ng for enJorment and what .
’Utfméiif |s.when you.read, please fnl] out thlc paper. _P]ease write down_}
'Ttwo places AND two tlmes that /ou read for enJoyment -Thank you for

your help.

. Places where 1 read for enjoyment

'”wffTﬁﬁés;whgﬁ ITféad.fof;éhiorﬁentz;y-”

“Circle one. .1 Cokey L e




Appendix C

Eighth Grade Questionnaire

LEISURE READING 36

While some readiﬁg is undertaken to fulfill school assignments,
other reading is of our own choice. Leisure reading includes the
reading you do simply because you wish to read. When you read comic
books, magazines, the newspaper funnies, cereal boxes or books chosen
for your own reasons, you are leisure reading. There are other
choices associated with leisure reading. One such choice involves
the location where you do your leisure reading. Some examples include
the kitchen table, the bathtub, the bus, the outdoors, and many other
locations. Another choice involves the time of day when you leisure
read. Examples would include times su¢h as in the evenings, on the
weekends, at school, during noon hours, or at breakfast. 1

In order to determine where you do leisure reading and during what
time periods you prefer to do {eisure reading, please fill out this

survey. Write two locations AND two time periods that you do your

leisure reading. Thank you for your help.

Locations where I leisure read

Time periods when I leisure read

1.

2.

Circle one. Female Male



Appendix D
Twelfth Grade Questionnaire
RECREATIONAL READING 7

Recreational reading is reading undertaken for your own interests,
relaxation or amusement. Examples include reading the funnies, the
latest Hot Rod or Teen maqgazine, comic books, the labels on the
cereal boxes, and books that are unrelated to class assignments,

The type of material is only one decision you maKe when you decide to
engage in recreational reading. Two other decisions include the
location where you will read and the time of the day when you will do
your recreational reading. A few examples of various locations inc¢clude
the bathtub, the school bus, the Kitchen table, and the outdoors. You
may prefer to read for recreational purposes at breakfast, in the
evening, at school, or on weekends, just to name a few time periods.

To find out where you are when you read for recreational purposes
and to determine the time period when your recreational reading occurs,
please fill out this questionnaire as comptetely and honestly as you
can by writing two ltocations AND two time periods when you do engage in
recreational reading. ThanKk you for your time and assistance in

completing this questionnaire.

Locations where I do recreational reading

Time periods when ] do recreational reading

1.

2.

Circle one. Female Male
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