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Hampstead Aug 9th/63
Brother Leander 
It is 
two or three weeks since I
received your letter. Soon after
receiving it, I saw an account 
of the desperate assault on Fort 
Wagner in one of the daily papers 
and in the list of wounded was 

Corpl J. H. Harris, which I sup
-posed was Joseph but was not sure 
so I concluded not to write to you 
untill I heard something definite 
in regard to him. We feared he 
was more seriously wounded than 
you represent, but we feel a good 
deal of anxiety about him for I 
have seen several that received 
flesh wounds in the thigh and 
they proved to be very serous affairs
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and have heard of some that
proved fatal, and aside from 
that hundreds of poor soldiers 
are left to die for want of care and 
proper medical attendance. The hot 
weather also is unfavorable. It 
is quite fortunate that you are 
able to see him often. I want you 
to write me all the particulars about 
his wound. and if he is well cared for 
and in good spirits. Was he wounded 
before reaching the fort. How is Capt [Houde] 
I should like very much to receive a 
letter from Joseph if he is able to write. 
I sent you some papers soon after 
I received your letter which if you rece-
-ived will give you a pretty good idea 
of the progress of the draft they also 
contain a very full account of the 
great riot in N.Y and the glorious 
victories of the fourth of July. I 
sent Joseph two Haverhill papers 
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which I think you would like to 
read, one of them contains a long 
letter and some poetry from N.G. 

Parker a Lieut in the 1st S.C. Regt. 
formerly a Sargent in the Mass 
Cavalry stationed at Port Royal 
he went from Haverhill and kept 
a restorator am periodical depot 
on water street, I think it quite 
likely you know him. In regard 
to the Draft it will commence in this
State tomorrow and will be put 
through without delay, it would 
have been finished before this 
had it not been for the decision 
for the Provost Marshall Gen on certain
points that were objectionable the 
principal one was that towns that 
had furnished their full quota of 
men fared no better under the draft 
than those that furnished none 
which was unjust Gov Gilmore 
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went to Washington and had 
the matter righted. We have a 
real live working Gov, just the 
man for the times, he has placed 
a sufficient force in Concord and Ports-
mouth to enforce the draft. I think 
the draft will be more productive 
of money than men in this section 
July has been a very wet month the 
brooks are spring full, three weeks of 
rain after the fourth was not very 
favorable for haying, I carted in 

my first load ^of hay the 3d day of August
The past week has been good day weather 

The 15th Regt arrived yesterday were
two weeks on the road and are pretty 
well worn out. I will give the particulars
in my next which will be soon 
if nothing prevents, Avender Corson
has enlisted in the heavy, artillery for
the defense of Portsmouth harbor rather 

than stand a draft. Wm C. Little
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