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he Catalan parliament has one 
iouse, at present made up of 135 
deputies. Deputies to the Par- 

lament de Catalunya are elected by uni- 
versal, free, equal, direct and secret bal- 
lot, and are grouped in electoral lists. 
The seats are distributed according to the 
number of votes received by each list, 
following the d'Hondt rule. Parliament 
must be renewed at least every four 
years. The seat of government is in 
Barcelona. 
The Parlament de Catalunya has the pow- 
er to pass laws which are applicable 

throughout the territory of the Generali- 
tat. These laws cover those areas which 
the statute of autonomy establishes as 
being exclusive competence of the Gene- 
ralitat: organization and running of the 
autonomous government institutions. 
Catalan civil law, tourism, social sccuri t y. 
culture, territorial organization. ctc. ; in 
these questions, the Catalan laws take 
precedence over those passed by the 
central government and, the same as 
those of al1 the state, are only subject to 
control by the constitutional tribunal. 
The Parlament can also pass laws re- 

garding rnatters in which the state is re- 
sponsible for basic regulation, as, for ex- 
ample, loans and banking, the environ- 
ment, health, etc.; in these cases, the 
laws passed by the Parlament develop the 
guidelincs established by the central gov- 
crnrncnt . The Parlament also approves 
the Generalitat's budget. The laws put <, 
forward for approval by parliament can I 
come from the government or from the 
parliamentary groups; in the first case 
they are called projectes de llei and in the 
second proposicions de llei. In both cases, 
the process followed is much the same. 




