ECONOMICS

THE JAPANESE
IN CATALONIA

atalonia is an industrial spring-
Eboord for the Japanese in Euro-

pe. Their investments here are
comparatively recent, of course, becau-
se until now they preferred to export
directly from their own country. Howe-
ver, protectionist barriers and the high
rate of exchange of their currency are
two goord arguments in favour of their
investing abroad.
Catalonia is one of the most developed
parts of that Spain that joined the Com-
mon Market in January, 1986, and Bar-
celona, the Catalan capital, is without
any doubt the industrial capital of the
state. Catalonia represents only 6 % of
Spanish territory but it accomodates
16 % of its population, generates 20 %
of its production, and 25 % of Spanish
exports come from firms established in
Catalonia.
The European multinational companies
have been present in Catalonia for
some years, attracted by an industrial
structure which, though at first centred
round the textile sector, is now well di-
versified. At present, metallurgy, chemi-
cals, textile and construction are the
four chief industrial sectors in Catalo-
nia. Amongst others, Olivetti and Pirelli
represent ltaly; Bayer, Basf and
Hoechst, the German chemical industry;
Nestlé, Sandoz and Ciba-Geigy, Swiss
industry; ICl, the British; Rhone-Poulenc,
the French; Solvay, the Belgian, and
Akzo, the Dutch industry.
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The North-American investments arri-
ved later and normally did so through
participation in already established Ca-
talan firms. They occupy positions in the
chemical sector [FMC, CPQC), in the food
sector (Nabisco Brands, Borden, Rals-
ton Purina) and in the car and steel
sector (Bendix-Allied, General Cable).
The Japanese have been the last to
move in but they have finally done so
with vigour and briskness. The Japa-
nese firms that are only here to com-
mercialize their products have tended
to establish themselves in Madrid, but
the majority of those who have installed
or bought industrial plants are to be
found in Catalonia. Of the big Japanese
firms outside of Catalonia we only find
Fujitsu, promoted by the Instituto Nacio-
nal de Industria (public sector), or Nip-
pon Steel with Acerinox, promoted by a
Madrid bank.

The most important Japanese invest-
ment is the one that has procured a
majority interest in the Barcelona firm
Motor Ibérica, S.A., a company created
by Ford of America during the twenties
and which was then controlled by the
Canadian Massey Ferguson. Motor Ibé-
rica manufactures industrial vehicles
—vans, an all-terrain vehicle, tractors—
and agricultural machinery.

However, the most spectacular showing
by the Japanese is in the electronic con-
sumer-goods sector. Sony, Sanyo and
Matsushita —Technics and Panasonic—
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have been in Catalonia for some years
and manufacture videocassettes, colour
televisions, hi-fi equipment, etc. To this
list of firms working in the sector we can
also add the more recent presence of
Sharp and Pioneer.

There is a great motorcycle tradition
in Catalonia and it is therefore not sur-
prising that the Catalan Derbi should
have been 1986 world-champion and
runner-up in small-engine categories, or
that the Japanese Honda should be in
partnership with the Catalan Montesa,
or that Yamaha should have their only
European industrial plant here, in Cata-
lonia.

For the Japanese, Catalonia is a gate-
way to the Common Market. The
country has the necessary industrial in-
frastructure and a good communica-
tions network. On the one hand, its port
facilitates transport of large, heavy
goods by sea, and on the other, good
motorways connect the Catalan indus-
trial areas with the principal European
cities.

A Japanese school, opened in 1985 has
joined the already established German,
Italian, North American and British
schools the city has. When we come to
look at the quality of life and the cultu-
ral activity in Barcelona, we must not
forget that this is the country of artists
like Miré, Picasso, Dali and Tapies, and
the architect Gaudi, possibly one of the
Catalans best known in Japan. =
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