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rRandom Thoughts on "Thread-winding"

Lin Tianmiao

§hat was most interesting about this project was the process bf
winding bundles of cotton thread into several thousand, ping-pong
sized balls. This experience really brought about a change in both
the friends who helped my and myself. This was beyond any
expectation I had when I first came up with the idea of doing such
a piece., The physical aspect of the work made me so .ired that my
pack was permanently éore, Some of my friends even said to me in
jest: "Tianmiao, what have we ever done to you to deserve this?"
#Hhat 18 true 1s that individual characters were really revealed
through this simple anc tedious action. Some people felt calm and
relaxed; some tortured and unable to bear it; some of my‘friends
became puzzled whilst others were impatient, and some even seemed
bewitched and unable to stop. Beneath the exterior of . this
seemingly mild and feminized behaviour was hidden an inexplicable
sense of threat and expansion. When the large number of balls of
thread are-draped from the mattress of the bed énd spread all over
the ground, they immediately turn into something associated with
maleness - most obviousliy sperm. Showing the unceasing action of
thread-winding, the video image inside the pillow reminds people of
the original form of the thread.

A steel needle, 12-15 centimeters in length, is sharp, cold
and threatening. But when 20,000 such needles are closely stuck
into the mattress, they lo@se their original 4ﬁET—§ZIE“IET‘€FE‘ZQ£“nﬁ
appearance of animal fur spread on the bed, warm and soft. Such
transference of the nature of objects gives rise to a whole new
idea.

The giant-sized -men's paper trousers (15 meters long), when
densely pinned with needles suddenly become impotent and desexed,
deprived of all previous male authority and power; like a general
in the bathroom. Again, it's a kind of softening of a hard image.




When I was actuaily working on this piece, the feeiing 0t the
contrast and transierence between all the oppusites (not jusi male
and temale) was accentuated more clearly and strongly than betore.
I tried to explore the subile relationship ol things in contrast,
the conditions necessary tor 1iheir shiti trom .one aspect to
another; big and smalil; gyalhering and scatlering; aggression and
withdrawal; harshness and tenderness; proliteration and reduction;
male and female...

Transiated by Dong Wei
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