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A Study on Demand and Quality of Awajishima-Naruto Oranges
as Raw Material for Processed Food

Ryouma SHIOTANI, Takashi SUZUKI, Takuma HAGA, Yuuma YONEYAMA,
Ko KANAZAWA, Atsuhiro HAMASHIMA, Mari MORINO

Abstract

The production of Awajishima-Naruto Oranges, citrus fruit native to Awaji Island, peaked in
the 1970s as one of the local specialties, but is currently declining sharply (95t in 2014). The
number of the producers of the oranges also has decreased. However, the oranges have recently
been attracting attention as raw material for processed food that can bring out the uniqueness
of the region. The demand forecast and quality of the oranges required by the processors
are the important information for the producers to decide whether to maintain or expand the
production of the oranges. In this study, we conducted questionnaire survey in 2019 to estimate
the prospective purchase amount of the oranges, the quality required by the 27 processors who
developed the new menu using the oranges. The result shows that the prospective purchase
total amount of the oranges was 1.9t (19 processors). The customer satisfaction survey found
participants dissatisfied with orange peel spotting, coloration, and overall shape. Therefore, it was
suggested that the improvement of these characteristics would add value to the oranges.
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