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IN MEMORIAM

PROFESSOR MARIAN GIERULA 
(1955 – 2020)

Professor Marian Gierula was born 
in Bielsko Biała. He graduated from the 
Technical and Mechanical Secondary 
School in Bielsko Biała. From 1975 
to 1979, he studied political science with 
a major in journalism at the Faculty 
of Social Sciences, the University of Silesia 
in Katowice. As a student, he became 
involved in media research. In the third 
year of his studies, he undertook a compre-
hensive media analysis of the local weekly 

“Kronika Bielska” between 1956 and 1976. 
This research paved the way for him 

to take-up the position of assistant researcher in the Department of Journalism 
at the University of Silesia and further scientific development. Media and periodic 
communication became the subject of his professional work and life passion.

On 1 February 1980, he started working at the Department of Journalism 
at the University of Silesia, where he went through further career positions. 
He led the Department of Journalism from 2003 until the establishment of the 
Institute of Journalism and Media Communication. The birth of this Institute 
took place, among others, thanks to his many years of effort.

He obtained his doctoral degree in February 1988 at the Faculty of Social 
Sciences of the University of Silesia. His dissertation covered the issue of local 
weeklies. On 22 June 2001, at the Faculty of Philology and Journalism of the 
Rostov State University in Rostov-on-Don in Russia, he defended his habilita-
tion thesis based on a book written in Russian, and entitled “Polish local press 
1989–2000: Typology and social functioning”.

In the academic world, Professor Marian Gierula was recognized by such 
qualities as openness, honesty, diligence, and enthusiasm. These features allowed 
him to mobilize his colleagues and students for creative scientific work. His 
diligence and professionalism aroused recognition in the scientific community 
in Poland and abroad.

Dozens of his scientific publications in Polish and Russian resulted from 
his empirical inquiries concerning local and regional media, as well as media 
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in Russia and post-Soviet countries. Such a legacy has enriched media knowledge 
by initial results and has permanently entered the achievements of communi-
cation and media studies.

The distinguishing features of the professional life of Marian Gierula, who 
has always been associated with media studies, are the extent and depth of his 
analyses. Media studies require a combination of both these skills within the 
approached research paradigm. This paradigm in scientific work for him and 
for the Katowice Media School, of which he was the co-creator – came to ‘time 
and space.’

As a leader of the Media School, he was known for inspiring and stimulating 
the growth of his younger colleagues. Like no other, he was able to enjoy the 
successes of his colleagues and pupils. Ultimately, he was a real mentor, but 
also a good human, an empathetic and kind person, sensitive to the needs and 
problems of others.

Marian Gierula’s energy was not enough for academic research. For many 
years he worked as an expert collaborating with the press, radio, and televi-
sion editors in Silesia. He shared his in-depth knowledge of local and regional 
communication with state and local authorities as well as the media business. 
Like Irena Tetelowska or James D. Halloran (former chairman of IAMCR), he was 
convinced of the usefulness of research on journalism and media communication. 
His experience in dealing with the non-academic world confirmed that media 
experts could provide socially essential and useful knowledge to practitioners, 
i.e., editorial staff, journalists, publishers, politicians.

The world communities of media and research community have lost a reli-
able scholar.
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