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Then their doubled awareness, their interlocking feeling acted on, intensified what
was round them — nothing they saw, knew or told one another remained trifling:
everything came to be woven into the continuous narrative of love; which, just as
much, kept gaining substance, shadow, consistency from the imperfectly known and
the not said
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That small picture, with its concourse of others, made her unknot her hands
above her head and begin to weep, the more desperately because of the desperate
wastefulness of tears now in face of the end of all. Now it was a question of count-
ing the last of the minutes as they ran out into hours, the last of the hours as they
ran out into tomorrow, which was already today, as they never had. All love stood

still in one single piercing illusion of its peace, now peace was no more"
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‘For you and me there ought to be a new world. Why should we be at the start
of our two lives when everything round us is losing its virture? How can we grow up
when there’s nothing left to inherit, when what we must feed on is so stale and

corrupt?* ¥
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‘the fatal connection between the past and future having been borken before
her time. It had been Stella, her generation, who had broken the link’®
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One’s sentiments — call them that — one’s fidelities are so instinctive that one
hardly knows they exist: only when they are betrayed or, worse still, when one
betrays them does one realize their power. That betrayal is the end of an inner life,
without which the everyday becomes threatening or meaningless.l 2
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Illusions are art, for the feeling person, and it is by art that we live, if we do.

It is the emotion to which we remain faithful, after all: we are taught to recover

it in some other place.!¥
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She was at the foot of the most advancing promontory of the Mount Morris
woods, at the point where, borne forward on inside rock, they most nearly
approached the river. A rapture of strength could be felt in the rising tree trunks
rooted gripping the slope, and in the stretch of the boughs; and there travelled
through the layered, lit, shaded, thinning and crossing foliage, and was deflected
downward on to the laurels, a breathless glory. In the hush the dead could be
imagined returning from all the wars; and, turning the eyes from arch to arch of
boughs, from ray to ray of light, one knew some expectant sense to be tuned in
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to an unfinished symphony of love®
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It could be that Nature had withdrawn, leaving everything to be nothing but the
identity of Mount Morris. The place had concentrated upon Roderick its being: this
was the hour of the never-before — gone were virgin dreams with anything they

had had of himself in them, anything they had had of the picturesque, sweet, easy,

strident. He was left possessed, oppressed and in awe®
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